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A D V ERTISEMENT. 

^ A T the Requcft of many Gentlemen, a CoUeftion is here 
-Tjl prefented to the Public, of the principal Fafts and 
Papers relpefting the Dilpute between Great Britain and 
America before the Commencement of Hoftilities. The Re- 
membrancer beginning with the firft Hoftilities, this CoU 
leftion of Prior Documents has been dcfired, as nc- 
ceflary to accompany that Work, 
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THE difpute between Great Bri- 
tain and America commenced 
in the year 1764, with an attempt 
to prevent fmuggling in America, 
There are fome^perfons who appre- 
hend the feeds of it were (own muciS 
earlier. * They m ay be right.' — B u t it 
is not the deiign of this compilation 
to explain motives ^ or explore latent 
caufes. The objedl here is, to pre- 
sent an impartial collection of au- 
thentic Documents ; with fuch ad- 
ditions only, as are abfblutely ne- 
ceflary to donne£l the narrative. 

Ifi 1764^ theBritiih miniilry hav- 
ing come to a refolution, to pre- 
vent, as much as poffible, the prac- 
tice of finttggling, not only the 
commanders of the armed cutters 
Rationed on the Britiih coails, but 
of the ihips fent to America, were 
ordered to aft in the capacity of re- 
venue o£icers,. to talse the ufual Cuf- 
tom-houfe oaths, and obferve the 
Cuilom-houfe regulations ; by which 
that ehterpriiing Ipirit pf theirs, 
which had been latelv, with great 
fuccefs, exerted againft the common 
enemy, was now direfted and en- 
couraged againft the fubjeft. Trade 
was injured by this meafure. The 
gentlemen of the navy were not ac- 
quainted with Cuftom-houfe laws, 
and therefore many illegal feizures 
were made. The fubjeft in Ame- 
rica could get no redrefs but from 
England, which was tedious and 
difficult to obtain. 

• See Remembrancer, vol, i, 
page 24. 



A trade had for many years beea 
carried on between the Britiih and 
Spani/h colonies, conftfting of the 
manufaftures of Great Britain, im« 
ported by the Britiih colonies for 
their own con fumption, and bought 
with their own produce ; (or which 
they were paid by the Spaniards i^ 
gold and iilver, fometimes in bullion 
and fometimes in coin, and with co« 
chineal. Sec. occaiionally. This trade 
was not literally and iiriftly accord* 
ing to law, yet tiie advantage of it 
being obviouAy oii theiide of Great 
Britain and her colonies, it had beea 
connived at. But the armed ihips. 
under the new regulatipna, feiscd 
the veiTels; and this beneficial traf- 
fic was fuddcnly almoil deflroycd. 
Another trade had been carried 00 
between the North American colo- 
nies and the French Weft Inxlxa 
iflands, to the great difadvantage of 
both, as well as to the mother coun-o 
try. VThefe matters had (leen winked 
at m^y years, in confideration of 
the quantity of manmfaftures oux 
North American colonies were^here* 
by enabled to take from us. This 
advantageous commerce not only 
prevented the Britiih colonies being 
drained of their current fpecie by 
the calls of the mother country, but 
added to their common circulatioa 
of caih ; which encreaied in propor* 
tion* with the trade. But this trade 
being alio cut off, by the cruizers, 
all America became uneaiy. 

On the 10th of March, 1764, the 
Houfe of Commons agreed .to a 

B z ntimbef 



Digitized by 



Google 



PRIOR D D C U M E N T Sv 



number of refolutions refpcAing the 
American trade ; -upon a number of 
ivhich, a bill was brought in, and 
pafTed into a law, laying heavy du- 
ties on the articles imported into the 
colonies from the French and othpr 
iflands in the Weft Indies ; and or- 
dering thcfe duties to be paid, in 
fpecie, into the Exchequer of Great 
Britain. As to the Spanilh trade, 
the Court of Madrid had always 
been againft it ; and in coraplaifancc 
to that Court, as well as in compli- 
ance with the old law, and treaties 
with Spain, it continued to be pre- 
vented, as much as poffible. 

The Americans complained much 
of this new law ; and of the unex- 
ampled hardftiip, of firft being 
deprived of obtaining fpecie, and 
next being ordered to pay thenew 
4uties, in fpecie, into the Trea- 

* iury at London ; which they faid 

• rouft fpeedily drain them of ail the 
.fpecie they had. But what feemed 

more particularly hard upon them, 
was, a bill brought in the fame {ef- 
fion, and palTed into a law, " To 
reftrain thecurrcncy of paper money 
in the colonies." 

At the end of thef feffion, the King 
thanked th^ Houfe of Commons, for 
the ** wife regulations which had 
been eftablilhed to augment Hie pub- 
lic "revenues, to unite the interefts of 
the moft diilant pofleflion^ of his 
crowj^, and to encourage and fecure 
their commerce with Great Britain." 
Extract of a letter from Penfacoluy 
Weft Florida^ dated Dec. 13, 1764. 

** Every thing here is put into a 
dull ftate, by the men of war ob- 
ftrufting the Spaniards from trading 
with us. We had four veffels here 
lately, but they were not permitted 
to trade, which is the greateJl mis- 
fortune" that' could have befallen us 
in this young fettlement, and which 
I think at the fame time will be no 
fmall lofs to oux mother country. 



being thereby prevented from vend- 
ing a very confiderable quantity of 
its manufadlures." 

Letters to the fame purport came 
from all the colonies. ' . 

Extras of a letter from Kingfton^ in 

J/maica^ dated Jan. ij 9 1765. 

'* Kingfton, which ufed to be a 
place of great trade and hurry, is 
become as ftill as a defart, fmce wc 
were fo wife to banilh our beft friends 
the Spaniards, and now the current 
of that valuable commerce is turned 
in favour of the French and Dutch, 
who have made their ports free, and 
taking the advantage of our mifcon* 
dud, have promi^d them fafety, 
and fo deal with them for all the Eu- 
ropean goods, upon the fame terms 
the Englifh did. Were I to depend 
on the fale of ^oods I had from you, 
I ihoiild not be able to remit th« 
money thefe two or three years." 

Part of a letter from Jamaica to « 
friend in London ^ dated May 12^ 

" We are in the moft deplorable 
ftate ever known in this ifland : that 
channel through which all the money 
we had came among us, is entirely 
flopped up ; and, what is moft afto- 
nifliing, is, that this meafure ftiould 
be taken with you, who receive fo 
much benefit from the encourage- 
ment of it." ^ 

The Continental Colbnies were 
exceedingly offended. In feveral 
places the inhabitants had meetings, 
and they refolved, in refentment, 
hot to buy any cloathing they could 
poiTibly do without, that was not of. 
their own manufadluring. Several 
afibciations were formed, and it was 
refolved, every where, to confume 
as few Britifti manufaftures as poffi- 
ble ; and to iet about manufaduring 
fome articles themfelves, the mate- 
rials of which they had in great 
plenty of thsir own prodadjon. 

BoftoH, 
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SoficHf (in NrW'Engiand) March 
S^' I76$> Funerals without mourn- 
ings or the giving of Engliih gloves^ 
is become fo fafhionable, that there 
has been bat one burial for many 
fnonths paft in the old faihion way. 
We are much indebted to thofe pa- 
triots who £rft fet this example of 
frugality, by which this town only 
has made a faring laft year of near 
io,oooI. flerling. Other towns and 
provinces have copied the example, 
and experience its utility. It is a 
pleafure to behold what other favings 
are made by laying aiide a multitude 
of fuperfluous articles of Britifh ma- 
nufa&ures and Britifh produce. 

At the fame time (March iO| 
1764) the Houfe of Commons re- 
solved, that it was proper to charge 
certain flamp duties in the colonies 
and planutions. 

This refolution was not this year 
followed by any bill, being only to 
be held out as an intention, for next 
year. It was propofed, and agreed 
to, in a thin Houfe, late at night, 
and juft at the riiing, without any 
debate. 

The aflemblies of MaiTachufetts- 
Bay and New- York, were alarmed 
at this refolution. They came to 
fome refolutions upon it; which, 
with a jpetition from each, to the 
Houfe of Commons, againflit, were 
tranfmitted to the Board. of Trade 
in England. They were laid before 
the Privy Council on the nth of 
December, 1764. The Privy Coun- 
cil advifed the King to lay them bfe- 
fore Parliament. They were never 
laid before Parliament— they were 
fupprelied. . 

In the fpring of 1765, the Ame- 
rican agents in London were in- 
formed by adminiib-ation, That, if 
the colonies would propofe any 
other mode of raifing the fum in- 
tended to bejaifed byfbimp duties, 
their propofal would be accepted, 



and the ftamp duty laid afide. (Sit 
thirJ volumi o/Kememhrznctr, faj^g 
253). The aeents faid they were 
not authorized to give any aufwer, 
but that they were ordered to op« 
pofe the bill when it fhould be 
brought into the Houfe, by petitions 
queftioning the right claimed hj 
parliament of taxing the colonies. 

The bill laying a fbunp duty in 
America, pafled in March 1765. 

The following was printed at tha 
time as part of the Debates on the 
bill : 

Mr. GrenvilU, after ipeaking long 
in favour of the bill, concluded with 
faying, ** Thefe children of our owii 
planting (fpeaking of the Amen* 
cans) nourifhed by our indulgence, 
until they are grown to a good de- 
gree of ilrength and opulence, and 
protefted by our arms, will they 
grudge to contribute their mite to 
relieve u^ from the heavy load oi 
national expence, which we lie un- 
der ?" 

Colonel Bar re replied, " CbilJrem 
planted by your care ! No ! your op- 
preflion planted thera in America ; 
they fled from your tyranny, into 
a then uncultivated land, where 
they were expofed to almoft all the 
hardfhips to which human nature are 
liable, and among others, to the 
favage cruelty of the enemy of the 
country, a people the moft fubtle, 
and I take upon me to fay, the moll 
truly terrible, of any peojple that 
ever inhabited any part of God's 
EARTH ; and yet, a&uatcd by prin- 
ciples of true Englifti liberty, they 
met all thefe hardlhips with pleafure, 
compared with thofe they fuffered in 
their own country, from the hands 
of thofe that fhould have been their 
friends. 

<• They nourijbed up hy your indul- 
gence ? They grew by your negledt 
of them : as foon as you began to 
car^ about them;, that care was e^- 
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trcifed in fendiftg perfons to rule 
^Ver them, in one departmexit and 
another, who were, perhaps, th* 
deputies of fame deputy, fent to (py 
out their liberty, to mifre!pre<ent 
their anions, and to prey upon 
them ; men, whofc behaviour, on ' 
kiany occalions, has caufed the 
blood of thofc foiis of liberty to re- 
coil within them ; men promoted to 
che bigheft feats of jul^ice, fom«, to 
my knowledge, were glad, by go* 
log taf<»reign oomitries, to efca|>e 
being brought to a bar of juflice in 
their ^own. 

i ** ne^ prote^ed by your arms? 
fj^ty have nobly taken up arms in 
yoi^ defence, have exerted their va- 
lo^ arnidil their coniUnt and labo- 
rious induilry, for the defence of 
|i .country, whofe frontiers, while 
^renclied in blood, its interior parts 
i^ave yielded all its little favings to 
ypi^ enlargement ; and believe me^ 
r member 1 this day tMyeufo^ That 
tire fame fpirit which actuated tha^ 
people at firft, will continue with 
them flill ; but prudence forbids me 
to explain myfclf any further. God 
knows, I do not at this time fpeak 
from motive* of party heat. How- 
ever fuperior to me, in general 
knowledge and experience, any one 
here may be, j^et I claim to know 
jnore of America, having ftejj and 
been more converfant in that coun- 
try. The people there are as truly 
loyal, I believe, as -any fubje£ls the 
Xing has ; but a people jealous of - 
their liberties, and who will vindi- 
cate them if they fhould be violated ; 
•>-but the fubjed is delicate. I will 
• lay no more." 

At the end of the feffion, the King 
faid to th^ Hot^fe of Commons, 
■* I have feen, with the moil per* 
feft approbation, that you h ave em- 
ployed this feafon of traii^uiHty in 
promoting thoie obje£bs whKh I have 
jpecQmmendedxo your attention, and 



m framing fuch regulations as may 
bcft infbrcc the juft authority <rf" tkt 
kgiflaXure, and, at the fame tinie, 
fecure and extend the conttaerce, 
and unite theinterefts of every part 
of my dominions." 

The obje^ftions of the people of 
America to the ftamp aft, were of 
three kinds. 

Firft, The powers given by the aQ 
to Vice- Admiralty courts in Ame- 
rica, they faid, woiild prove ex- 
ceedingly grievous to the fubjeft, 
by the diftance of them ; and more 
lb, by depriving the fubjeft of his 
trial by jury, which was allowed \xi 
England. 

Secondly, Becaufe the ftamp duty 
would entirely drain the colonies of 
their fpecie. 

Thirdly, Not being reprefented 
in the Parliament of Great Britain, 
that Pai-liament, they affirmed, had 
no right to tax them. Themfelves 
only were the prbper, and be ft 
judges of their ability ; they claimed 
a right to the exercife of this JHjdg- 
ment, and to the fole and exclu-* 
five right of impofing taxes upoti 
th^mfelves. ' • 

As foon as they wcw informed 
the ftamp aft had pafted, the whole 
continent of America was thrown 
into a flame. 

The province of Virginia took 
the lead. On the 29th of May, 
1765, the Houfe 9f BargefTes of 
Virginia, came to the following re- 
solutions : 

Whereas the Honourable Houfe 
t>f Commons in England, have of 
late drawn into queftion, how far 
the General Affemoly of this colony 
hath power to enaft laws for laying 
taxes and impofing duties, payable 
by the people of this, his Majefty's 
moil ancient colony; for fettling 
and ascertaining the fame to all fu- 
ture times, the Houfe of Burgefles 
of this prefcnt General Aflcmbly 

havt 
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have come to the feveral following 
refolations : . 

Refol'vedj That the firft advcnr 
turers and fetclers of this his Ma- 
jelly's colony an4 dominion of Vir- 
ginia, brQught with them* *an4 
Uanfmitted to their pofterity, and 
all other his Majedy's fubjefis iince 
inhabiting in this his Majefty's co- 
lony» all the privileges and immu** 
nities that have at any tima been 
held, enjoyed, and pofTeiTed by the 
people of Great Britain. 

Re/ol'uidy That by the two royal 
charters granted by J&ing James the 
Fir^/the coloniJds aforefaid are de- 
clared entitled to all privileges of 
faithful J)ege and natural born fub- 
jedbj to an intents and purpofea, 
as if (hey had been abiding and 
born within the realm of En^and. 
. J^O^/w^/, That his Majjcftjf's liege 
people of this his moft ancient co- 
lony, have eiyoyed the right of be- 
ing thus governed by tbeu* own af- 
fembly, in the article of taxes and 
iateriial police* and ihax the fame 
have never been forfeited, or any 
other way yielded up, bat havt 
been conftantly recognised by the 
Kii^ and peojde of Great Britain* 
Re/ohfd^ Therefore, th^ the 
General AiTemby of this colony« 
together with his Majefty or his fub^ 
ftitute» have, in their repreientativc 
capacity, the only e^clnfive right 
and power to lay taxes and impo^ 
fitions upon the inhabitanta of uiit 
colony ; and that every atteaipt to 
reft inch a power in any pexfon or 
perfone whatfoever* other than the 
General AiTembly aforefaid^is ille-r 
gal, imconftitutionai, and nnjnft, 
and has a manifeft tendency to de-» 
firoy Britiih, as well as American 
fireedoxn. 

Tht foUnmi^ Refol^ves were net 
pajfedf only drawn up iy tlf€ Com* 
mttee. 

R^ol^^edy That lus M^efty's liege 
]^opie, the inhabitants of this co« 



lony, are not bound to yield ebe* 
oience to any law or ordinance 
whatfoever, deiigned to impofe any 
taxation whatfoever upon them« 
other than the laws and ordinancei 
of the General Aifen^bly aforefaid* 
Rejd'ued^ That any perfon who 
ihall, by fpeaking or writing, main* 
tain that any peribn or perfons, 
other than the General Aiibmbly 
of this colony, have any right or 
power to impofe or lay any taxa* 
tion whatfoever on the people here* 
fkall be deemed an enemy to thia 
hia Majefty's colony. 

The ftamp a6t wa$ printed and 
cried about' the ftreets at New York 
by the title of The Folly of England^ 
and Rttin of America, On the 14th 
of April, the guns at Philadelphia 
were difcovered to be all fpiked up, 
and on looking at thofe of the bar* 
racks, they were found to be ferved 
in the fame manner, to the great 
furprize and uneafinefs of the inha« 
bitants. Letters arrived in London^ 
from Bofton, in New England^ 
dated the ift and 6th of Apnl, ex- 
j^refflng the alarm that the news of 
the ftamp zBl had thrown the people 
into, the heart-bnrnings encreafed 
during the fummer, and the New 
York paper, in the beginning of 
June, 1765, gave fufRcient proo& 
of the temper with which the coio- 
nifts beheld the approach of the i ft 
of November, on which day the 
a£t was to take place. Letters oJF 
the fame tenor came from Virginia, 
dated in June, and from Philadel- 
phia, of the. fame date. 

It was not the populace aloo*- 
who wore difcontentied, men of pro^ 
perty cook the alarm. The Gene* 
ral Af&mhly of Virginia having 
debated on die ibunjp ad, come to 
the prece^ng reibliitions ; the Go* 
Ternor thon^ fit to dtfiblve then. 
But when a new^ek^on took jdace^ 
it did not feem to be compofed of 

men 
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men of more paffivc principles, 
fince the eledors excladed all thofe 
members who did not aflent to thofe 
rcfolves, while thofe who did were- 
all re-cle£ted. 

^t BoHon, in New England, 
upon the meeting of the ASkatbly, 
Sir Francis Bernard, the Governor* 
delivered the following ^eech to 
then; : 

** Soon after myamval to this 
government, I formed in my mind 
an idea of three improvements 
which this country was capable of 
making, profitable to itfelf and 
convenient to Great Britain : I 
mean pot-aih, hemp, and the carry- 
ing lumber to the Britiih markets. 
They are all proper ftaples for New 
England, and mufl be very accept- 
able to Great Britain, as ihe is at 
preTent fupplied with them from 
foreigners, by a lofing trade. 

^' I have already had the pleafare 
to fee the firft ot thefe eftablifhed 
with effect, and wanting now no- 
thing but care to preferve its cre- 
dit, and prevent the general quality 
of the goods, which is of a fuperior 
kind, beine rendered doubtful and 
fufpicious, by the fraudulent prac- 
tices of particul^s. This is a ne- 
cefTary caution at die commence- 
ment of a new trade ; for upon its 
iirfi: reputation depends its future 
fuccefs. There is already a law for 
the regulation of this trade, but it 
wants to be carried into execution'; 
this I muil defire may be done this 
leiiion, as it is now becoming im-* 
mediately wanting. 

** You have lately given a public 
teilimony of your defire to promote 
the produdion of hemp ; I am 
equally perfuaded of your good in- 
tentions to the improvement of the 
lumber trade ; as yon mail be fen- 
fible of the infufiiciency of the pre- 
&nt markets for th^ reception of the 
gr^t quantity of lumber which is 



now produced, and which will bff 
continually encreafing. The Par- 
Hament of Great Britain has already 
given encouragement to the one; 
and it is hoped that it will <alfo ex- 
tend its bounty to the other. 

** Thefe are proper objedls of 
your concern ; works, which natu* 
rally arife in your own country, 
ftrengthen your .conne^on with 
Great- Britain, may eaiily be con- 
fined within yburfelves^ ahd will 
foon be fuperior to thofe of: foreign 
rivals. When thefe are added to 
your own refources, they will form . 
a fund, which, with the blefling of 
God, upon your induftry and fru- 
gality, will be adequate to the ex- 
pence of all necelTary imports ; and 
you will have no occafion, as you 
have hitherto ihewn no diipoiition, 
vainly to attempt to transfer manu- 
fadories horn their fettled abode ; 
an undertaking at all times diSicul^^- 
but, under the difadvantage of high- 
priced labour, impraflicable.' 

'^ The general fettlement of the 
American provinces, which has been 
long ago propofed, and now proba- 
bly .will beprofecuted to its utmoil 
completion, muft neceffarily pro- 
duce fome regulations, which, from 
their novelty only, will appear dif> 
agreeable. Bat I am convinced, 
and doubt not but experience will 
confirm it, that they will operate 
as they are defigned, for the benefit 
and advantage of the colonies. In 
the mean time a reipe^tful fubmif^ 
fion to the decrees of the Parlia- 
ment, is their intereit, as well a^ 
their du|y. 

<' In an empire, extended and 
diverfified as that of Great Britain, 
there muft be a fupreme legiflature, 
to which all other powers miift bo 
fubordibate. It is our happinefa 
that the fupreme legiilature, the 
parliament of Great f ritain, is the 
f^n^jiary of liber^ and juftice ; and 

' th«t 
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that the prince, who prcfides over 
it, realizes the idea of a patriot 
King. Surely then, we fhould fub^ 
mi't our opinions to the determina* 
t.onsof' {o auguft a body; and ac- 
quiefce in a pcrifedl confidence, that 
the rights of the riiembcrs of the 
Britilh empire will evet- bH fafe in 
the hands of tht confervators of HA 
liberty of the whole." 
Extra^ df a letter from Boftotiy Hi 
Neiv Enghncly Aii^uft 5, 1765. 
*' As to public affairs, it would 
take me up a week's time to write 
all I could fay : as to the hnpoii*- 
tion of the ftamp a6l, (which takes 
place the ift of November) it will, 
I believe, beoffhort continuaiice ; 
for it is' univeffally efteemed here as 
arbitrary and untonftitutional, and 
as a breach of charter and compaA 

between K and fubje£t ; and 

we think we have a right to refufe 
fubmiffiott to it.— However, I be*- 
lieve mbft of the ftamp mafters will 
be afraid to a£l in fuch Hation as 
will llab' their country. * ' 

" We have two hundred thou- 
land inhabitants in this province, 
•and the others in proportion 5 fo 
that it is corilputed there are about 
two riiilliofts in the whole ». from 
hence you will think it is too late 
in the day to be dragoon'd out of 
our rights. 

"1 have been here above fixteen 
year's, ^nd I don't know of one Tin- 
gle man btit would rifque his life 
and property to fei*vie King George 
the Third J and wbuld do the fame 
to liiaintain his ri^hts^ liberty, ind 
property .-^Touch our Birth-right, 
and our body politick; like the hu- 
man body, fenfibly feels it, and 
would do its utmoft to (hake it offl 

** The Cuftom-houfc books will 
fcew, that 3000I. left is colle^^d 
fincc the duty of molaffes has be^n 
thiec-pence, than when one penny : 
your (mall men of war have eat tkc 



king's proviiions in guarding tHe 
coafts; but have brought neither 
profit nor credit to their employers*" 
Thefe difcontents were general % 
And they wet« encreaied b/ whac 
they (tiled an utter inability to pay 
the tax in ^cie. 

About the beginning of Aignil, 
tie colonics began ferioitflyto think 
of the fteps they w«fe to tak«« A 
General Congrefs ofreprefentaiivet 
of all the Oolonies* was ag«Bt4 
on> to meet at ^few York; Tha 
freemen of Providence, in Rhod^ 
Ifland^ wtre called together^ *' to 
confer on fach meauues, '^' at 
*' ihoukl appear to them nece^ 
** faiy, relative to 1^% fiamfm^i 
** wh^by the liberties, the darling 
«' boall of the Englifh North Am^ 
** ricaa fnbje^, which were once 
«' deemed indefeafibley miift be 
*' grekUy thndfge^ if not totally 
'* annihilated." And- accordingly 
they met, And abpointed a com^, 
mittee to prepare uutable inftrm&imt 
to be given their nprefentatives, for 
theiar condudl in the General Con* 
grefs^ on that occafion. Thefe in^^ 
Urudions were prepared, and the 
freemen being again convened the 
nextday^ were laid before them, and 
approved of. The fame fteps were 
alfo taken by the province «f South 
Carolina^ / 

The houfe of reprefentatives at 
Bofton, refolved. That the honour- 
able James Otis, Thomas Reggies, 
and Oliver Partridge, £fqrs. be a 
) committe, to meet the committees 
^ the jtjfimblies of the <u4ek conti* 
neta, at New York, Q&pber i, to 
unite in ^ j|;>enuon to his Majefty 
and the BndiH parliament, for re- 
lief ttiider the tnfupportable grieve 
ance of the fUmp a£k,--«>Thi9 was 
the Firft Cong efs of the American 
Continent. 

On the loth of September, the 
afiembly of Philadelphia, having 

C appointee 
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sp{)ointfd a committee to attend at 
the general congrefs at New York» 
« letter from the ft>eaker of the Maf- 
fachnieiit'i affismbJy wju read, and 
^e hot^'came to the following re* 
iblations oh the quefttont : 

Firfl» Whether the houfe are of 
Opinion, that, in du^ to their con«> 
itituents^ they Ottght to remonftrate 
to the crown agaihft the ftanlp ad^ 
and other late a£b of parliaments 
liy which heavy burdens have been 
iud on the colonies. 

* Revived itt the a&mative. 
« Secondly^ Whether this houfe 
"Will appoint a committee of three, 
pt more of th^ menbers, to attend 
^e oongri& propofed in the forego^ 
ing letter, to be held at New York 
«n the £rft of Odober next» lor the 
finrpofer therein ise&tionedL 
Refolved in the afirntatiTe* 

ZxtraS ^ a Uittr from ^ofton^ iu 
New Bngldnd^ Auguft 26. 
*• Very early on Wednefday 
•morning, the 14th inftaat, were 
iiifcovered hanging, on a limb of the 
{;reat treef , io called^ at the Sontii 
part of this town, two eifi^es, one 
of which^ by the labels^ appeared 
to be defigned to reprefent a ftamp 
officer, the other a jack boot with a 
head and horns peeping out of the 
top. The report of the images ibon 
^read throupi the town, broi^t 
a vaft number of fpe^tors, and 
had foch an efied on them, that 
they were immediately infpired with 
« fpirit of enthufiafbu which dHiufed 
it£elf through the wSc4e concoorie; 
ib much were they >Kff;d5kd with a 
iisnfe of liberty, that fcarce any 
could attend to the talk of day-la^ 
bour. About du& the images 
were taken down, placed on a bier 
(not covered with a (heet, except a 
iieet of paper which bore the in- 
fcription) nipported^n proceffionby 
fix niea> followed by a great con- 



courfe of people, and in the greater 
qrder, echoing forth. Liberty and 
Property I No Stamps &c.-^Having 
pailed through the town-hoafe, they 
proceeded with their pageantry down 
King-ftrcet, and thro* Kilby-llreet^ 
where an edifice had been lately 
6re6led, which was fappofed to b# 
defigned for a ftamp^oHice* Here 
they halted, and went to work ta 
demoUih that building, which they 
foon etfcfted, without receiving any 
llurt» excepting one of the fpeda^ 
tors, who happened to be rather too 
nigh the bnck wall when it fell. 
Thi» being liniflieH, many of thens 
them loaded themfelves with the 
wooden troplues, and proceeded 
(bearing the two offigies) to the top 
of Fort-hill, wherf a fire was fooa 
kindled, in which one of them wa» 
burnt. The populace after this went 
to work on the bam, fence, garden, 
&c. and here it would have ended^ 
had not fome ittdifcietiotts, to f&j 
the leafty been committed by hia 
friends within, which fo enraged the 
people they were not to berelh-aine4» 
though hitherto no violence had 
been ofiered to any one. But it is 
very remarkable, though they en-* 
lered the lower part of the houfe in 
^multitudes, yet the damage done to 
it was not fo great as might have; 
been expeded. 

'' The next day the honouraUe 
gentlenfian, who had been appointed 
to the duty of difiributor of the 
Aamps when they (hould arrive, fup- 
poiing himfelf to be the objeA of 
their derifion, informed the prin^ 
cipal gentlemen of the town, that as 
it appeared fo difagreeable ta ther 
people, he fhould requeft the liberty 
<^ being excufed from that office ; 
\.%sA in the evening the populace 
re-aflembled, ereded a pyramid, 
intending a fecond bonfire; but 
upon hearing of the refignation, 
they deilfted, and repaired to the 
gendeman'ft 
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gentleman's gate, gave three cheew, 
dnd took their departare without 
damage ; but having heard it pro- 
pagated that an honourable gentle- 
man, at the north part of the town, 
had been acceflary in laying on the 
ilamp duties, &c, they repaired to 
his ho^fe, where, upon being in- 
formed by forac gentlemen of integ- 
rity and reputation, that he had not 
only fpoke, but wrote to the con- 
trary, they retired, and having pa- 
troled the ftrcets, returned to their 
felpedlive habitations, as quietly aa 
they had done the night before." 

Extras of a letter fim a giutlman 
in Pbiladdpbia^ t$ bis friend in 
Brift^l^ Sept. 7, 176s > 

•' I'make no doubt yon have been 
ittfbrmed^ by letters from your 
friends, as well as by our public 
news-papers, of the great commo- 
tions througliout Our colonies in ge- 
neral, which daily incrcafe on ac- 
count of the late ftamp aft for raifing 
money almongft us : What adds to 
our uneafincfs is, riiat we hear our 
brethren in England cenfure us fe- 
verely, from a miftakcn opinion that 
we are unwilling to pay our propor- 
tion toward^ relieving the nation 
from the heavy burden of debt it 
now groans under. This is by no 
means the cafe: We are, and aU 
ways have been, ready and willing 
to pay our yearly proportion of that 
debt. What occafioos this general 
uneafinefs and commotion is, — ifl. 
That we are to'be taxed by this aft, 
without being reprefented on your 
fide of the water, or being lirft heard 
for ourfelves,— ad. That ail the mo- 
nies to be raifed by this aft arc to be 
remitted home to die King's Ex- 
chequer in fpecie, and not hy bills 
of exckangre, or any other remit- 
tanoe.— 3d. That if any offence is 
committed againft the aft, the of- 
fender, if the profecutor chufes it,. 



is td be triedJby a Court of Adim^ 
raltyr 

*; The I ft, the colonifb fay, ii 
an infringement on the rights and 
privileges they have ever been en- 
titled to, and enjoyed by their 
Royal Charter. Had the govern- 
ment at home fixed on any particu- 
Iv fum to be yearly raifed and paid 
by them, and adjufted their feveral 
proportions, which they well know 
now to do, and left it to their feve- 
ral afi'emblies to raife the money by 
luch ways and means as they fiioul4 
think moll eafy, it might have been 
readily complied with^— To the ad, 
it is impoliible for the colonies to 
raife one fourth part pf fo much {per 
cie as their tax would amount to, a3 
they do not from^dl their trade im- 
port it. Were the remittance to \m 
made in bills of exchange^ they 
might j^offiWy make it by them. — 
This third article is fo great a (tri(b 
tQ arlatracy power, and fo great a 
violation and infringement on Eng- 
liih liberty, that no Englifhman can 
fttbmit tamely to it. Whyfliouldthe 
King's fubje<to on this fide of the 
water be deprived of the liberty of 
being tried by civil authoritv an^ 
twelve honeft jurymen more than i|i 
England? Were an attempt to be 
fnade of this kind with you, every 
Engliihnian who ha:s the lead fenfe 
of his right of liberty woold rife in 
oppofition I and you may depend 
upon it, that unlefs thefe three par- 
ticulars are altered, the colonijts 
will grow more and more uneafy." 

In the midft of thefe hf ats. Go- 
vernor Faiiquieur prorogued tht Ge- 
■eral AfTcmbly of Virginia, till the 
17th of Qftpberj and Governor 
Wemwortk prorogued that of New 
Hampfhire to the 19th of No- 
vember (eighteen days after tfyi 
ftamp aft was to be in force). 

Mr. Mefferve, the flamp-oiEcer 
forNewHampiliirc, wasfurroundpd 
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hy above thr€e hundred perfons (fe- 
veral of- whom- were men of pror 
perty) and obliged to ejagage not to 
a£t in his o&ge. 

At Providence, a Gazette Extra- 
ordinary was publiihed, on the 24th 
of Auguft, with vox populi, vox 
DEI, in large letters, for' the fron- 
tifpiece; and underneath, ff^Jl^ere 
the Spirit of the Lor^. is, there is Lir 
ierty. St. Paul. — It congratulated 
them on the fpirit of oppoiition that 
had already been fhewn in divers parts 
of North America ; and went on in 
thefe words : * * We have glorious ac- 
counts from all paru, of the noble 
ijpiritof ^he people in the caufe of li- 
berty," and concluded an addrefs to 
the people of New England, thus ; 
•* Let me draw towards a conclufion, 
by obferving Ac uniyerfal fpirit 
whicknow pi;cvails thro* the colonies, 
to take i^U lawful meafures to pre- 
vent ti^e execution of the flamp ad 
here. Thii lauda bk zeal hath Durft 
into a flame in Bofton, and the exr 
crtions of the people in that ancient 
town, who have heretofore been 
obliged to ftrugele for their libertiei, 
When infamotSiy attacked, as their 
their ^iftory fhews, plainly indicate 
that the fpirit of their fathers reft 
upon them, and that they preferve 
in their breafts the noble fenfatiofis 
of freedom.*' 

The flame now ran from province 
to province, and t)ie fpirit of oppo-f 
fltion was almoft universal ; Mr* In- 

ferfoU, ftamp offiper of Connecticut, 
ad fent to Wyndham to a perfon 
'whom he had appoint^ to oe his 
deputy, to come to hint at New Ha- 
ven, to receive his ^mmiffion ; but 
the inhabitants at Wyndham, IfoH^ing 
knowledge of the letter he had re- 
cdved, turrounded his houie, de- 
manded the letter from him, and 
. warned him not to accept the office, 
;■ Vhich fo terrified him, that the very 
fame pqil he fent back an abfolute 



refufal of taking the charge upon 
him. 

The fame fate awaited his princi^ 
pal at New Hav-cn, whofe refjgna-* 
tion of the place of ftamp officer was 
printed in the Bofton Poft Boy of 
Aug. 24, in the following words : 

To the goo^Peopleof Qomitzricvr* 
*' When I undertook the office of 
diftribuiior of ftamps fojr this colony, 
J meant a lervice to you, and really 
thought ycu would have viewed i% 
^in that light, wjicn you came to un^ 
derftand the nature of the ftamp aft, 
And that of the office ; but flnce it 
gives you {q much wneaflnefs, yoa 
may be aflUred, if I find (after the 
a£l takes place, which is the firft of 
November) thatyou ftiall not incline 
to purchafe or make ufe of any 
ftamptjpaper, I fhall not force it 
upon you, nor think it worth my 
while to trouble yoii or myfelf wit^ 
s^ny excrclfe of my office ; but if by 
^hat tim^ ( fliall find you generally 
in n^uch need of the itampt paper;, 
and very anxious to obtain it, I fliall 
liope you will be willipg to receive 
it of me {if I fliall happen to hav^ 
any) . at leaft until another perfon 
inore agreeable to ygu can be ap- 
pointed in my room* 

" I cannot but wUh you would 
think more how tQ get rid of the 
J^amf ait; than of the officers who 
are to fupply you with paper, and 
that you had learnt more 01 the na-? 
Hire of my office before you had un- 
dertaken to be fp very angry at it." 

tf^aav^, J.lNOERSOtL. 

This refigna tion was much ap4 
plaudcd, but fcems rather to have 
been the efltft of fear, than a hearty 
defire of complying with the temper 
of the times ; for, when the people 
- aflembled round his ho ufe, and de- 
, manded, wiiecher he intended to g^ 
in that office, m refign, he an- 

fwercd. 
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fwered, that as he had accepted the 
office in per&n, he did not think he 
Jiad power to refign . They next de- 
i^anded whether, when the ilampt 
paper arrived, he would deliver it to 
tliem^ to make a bonfire? Or— 
have his houfe pulled down. To 
this qaeftion he ftrove to evade giv- 
ing an anfwer, by dcfiring them to 
wait the meeting of the affembly, 
and feveral other pretences; but 
ivheit he found all unavailing, he 
then promifed, " that when they 
arrived, he would either re^ftiip 
them to be font back; or, when 
^hey were ih his hou/e, he would 
jeave his doors open, that they might 
^hen aft as they thought pro^r ; 3iis 
fatisiied them^ and they diiperfed ; 
^nd jthjB afcov^B adv^|"tife(n<?nj ^PP^ar- 
^d in the pa^er. 

On the ?6th of Auguft, about 
twilight, a fmall bonfire was kindled 
|n King-ftreet, Boftop, and fur*- 
rounded Only by a few bovs and 
children ; but when th<J fu-ewatd 
endeavoured to extinguifli it, he 
was whifpered, by an unknown 
perfon, to defift ; which he not re- 
garding, received a blow pn his 
arm, and fuch ofher' marks of dif- 
pleafure^ as obliged him to with- 
draw. But prefently after a parti- 
cular whiflie and whoop was heard 
from feveral quarters, which in- 
ftantiy drew together a great num- 
ber ot perfon s, difguifed, and armed 
with clubs, fticks, Sec, who aflkulted 
the houfe of William Story, Efq; 
deputy regiller of the Vice- Admi- 
ralty, oppofite the north fide of the 
Pou?t-Houfe, the lower part of 
which, being his office, was broke 
ppen, the £le$ and puoiic records 
of that court were feized^ and con- 
demned to the Ham«s. 

This did not take up half an 
hour, when they rulhed onwards 
{enc^e^njg; in tl^e^r numbers) to the 



new-built houfe of Benjamin Hallo* 
well, jun. Efa; die furtuture of 
which they deftroyed. About tea 
o'clock, thqr attacked the houfe 6f 
the Lieut. Uovemor, which« in a 
few hours, they ftript of its famim 
ture ; and even his apparel, books* 
&c. were deflroyed. After which 
they difpcrfed. 

The next morning was the time 
for holding the afuse and the fn* 
preme court of judicature, wh^nthe 
chief juflice was obliged to attend 
in his only fuit, while tho gentle- 
men of the bench and bar were in 
their refpedive robes. But the chief 
inhabitants, were very flrenuous to 
dilHnguifh '^that tumultuous and 
outrageous behaviour, from a truly 
noble oppofition to the impofition of 
Internal tax^s, without the inter- 
vention of the refpediive Icgiilaturc^ 
of the colonies." The peace and 
good order of the town was reflored^ 
and preferved by a nightly military 
watch, and feveral perfons weire 
apprehended and committed to goei» 
on fufpidon of being concerned ia 
the lue ripts. 

It is proper to remark, that the 
outrages on the z6th were not only 
difavowed by the reputable part pf 
the. inhabitants, but, on a ihort 
notice, ' they met at Fanuqil-ha.}l in 
great numbers, and teftified their 
utter detefiation of the extraordinary 
and violent proceedings of the un- 
known perfons ^he preceding nigh^ 
and they unanimoully voted ** That 
tlie felcd men, and magillrates ,of 
the town, be defired to ' ufe thfeir 
utmoll endeavours, agreeable to law, 
to fupprefs fuch diforders for the 
future ; and that the freeholders, 
and >pther inhabitants, will do every 
thin^ in their power te affifl them 
therein." The next day a procla- 
mation was publifhed by the gover- 
nor, offering a reward of 500I. for 
the discovery of any of the ring- 
les^dQ•s, 
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kadoN* %nd lool. for an^ p£ the 
^j^QT perfo^ coAcerned Ih that riot« 

; Oft Turfday Ae zyth of Ajigaft 
(fcl'^ as if it had been previouily 
todoeFisd, the commotions through** 
out fhe provinces all happened with- 
in- a f^w days of each other) about 
AIM o'clock in the morning, the 
people of Newport, in Rhode liland, 
Wosght ibrdi the effigies of three 
fi^ims, in a cart» with halters 
About their necks, to* a gallows, 
twenty ftet high, placed near the 
Tofwiuhoufe, where they were hung 
fb puMic view till ni»ar night, when 
tiiey were cut down, and bunit un^ 
liler the gallows, amidik the acda^ 
fliatioiit of thottfands. * 
/, The next evening they ailembled 
«^;ttin, and befet the houfe of.Mar- 
titt Howard, jun. Efq; the furni- 
furc, &c. thereof they burnt and 
^eftroyed, as they did next that of 
'Pr. Thomas Moffat, leaving th^ 
lioiifes mere &ells. They then pro- 
«d6dcd towards the hoilfe «f Augu£- 
4^5 'J<^nfton, £fq; who had bctk 
ttppdliited ftamp-maftef for Rhode 
Ifland, but were met and parleyed 
^vkh by a gentltntan, who, telbng 
tiiem t^e- houfe was not Mr. John- 
son's property, they defifted from 
uny farther attempts, but i^iifled 
*diat Mr. Johi^fton's efed^ ihould 
te delivered to them next day, 
Gftieft he would refign'his place, 
which he did on his coming to town 
r^ext day, in the following terms, 
«ndthen they difperfed t 

fo ike Inhabitanti of the toyifu of 
Nt'wporti 
\- . Gentlemen, 

** As I find my being appointed 
llie ^amp-olficer of this colony has 
irritated the people of this town 
*againft me, though the office was 
beftpwed on me unafked and un- 
thottght of; and being willing* as 
iar ^ it is in my power, to reftore 



tran^uilitv to the town, do engage^ 
upon my honour, that I will not ^* 
cept of the faid office, upon tmy' 
terms, unlefs I have your confent 
for the fame. 

At(yGusTiNE Johnston." 

-^^«/29, 1765: 

On thcfe outrages, Mr. Howard 
and Mr. Moffat, finding the reient* 
ment of the people was very high 
againil them> and fi^arihg their per- 
fons would not be fafe in Newport^ 
took ihelter in the Signet man of 
war, and foon after departed for 
Great Britain* 

On the lOth of September, the 
itamp papers for the ufe of the New 
England Government, arrived at 
Boffon ; of which the Governor in- 
ibrmed the AfTembiy in the fallow* 
ing fpeech : 

GentUmm of$he Council and Gentle^ 
men of the Houfe of Reprefeutatitoes, 

** A (hip is arrived in the har^ 
bour with namped papers on board 
for the Kind's ufe in this province, 
and fUfo with other ftamped papers 
for the like ufc^for the province of 
Ne\vHampfhireand colonyofRhode 
Hand; as Mr. Oliver has declined 
the office of diilributor of f|amped 
papers^ and cannot fafely meddle 
with what are arrived, the care c^ 
theiu devolves to this govern inent,, 
as having a general e arge of the^ 
icing's intereft within it, I have 
already laid this matter before the^ 
Council, and they refer it to a Ge- 
neral Court ; I therefore now apjly 
to you jpintly to delire your aavice 
and afliftance, in order to peferve 
the liainped papers dcfigned for thit 
government, being the King's pro^ 
p^rty, of very confiderable value, 
fafe j^nd fecufe for his Majefly's far- 
ther orders. I muft alfo defire you 
at the fame tfnie to confider of the 
like prefervative of the ftamped pa- 
pers defigned for New Hampihire 

and- 



^*a:ij iihi ^^p^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



f k l.O R J) <i C tJ M E M T s: 



^i 



and Rhode Iflaiidi if the dfftribotors 
jippointed for thofe goveraments 
fiioald decline to have the charge of 
them» and in fach cafe the care of 
them will devolve to this govern'^ 
metkt, equally with others." 

To which the Aflembly HpUed« 
Mojf it'pkafiyimr Excellmey^ 

<* The Houfe having givenr all 
doe attention to your Excellency's 
meflaee of this oxfy beg. leave to 
acquaint your Excellency, that the 
ftainped papers mentioned in your 
mefiage are brought here without 
anydiredions to this-gov^nment : 
it is the ienfe of the Hottfe, that k 
-may prbve of ill consequence for 
them anyways to intereft themfelves 
in this matter ; we hope therefore 
your Excellency will excuie us, if 
we cannot fee our way clear tnough 
to give you any advice or affiftanob 
therein." 

The General. Ailemi)ty having 
thus declined to interfere in the di- 
redipn of the ftamp paper, the Go- 
vernor a^ain applied to the Council, 
who advifed h»m to lodge the fiamp 
papers in the Caftle ; but variouii re- 
ports having been fpread concerning 
this jaeafure, his Excellency on the 
£rft of October made the Ibllowii^ 
fpeech to the Council : 

Gentlemen, ^ • 

'* I have been informed that it is 
reported about the town, that the 
ftamped papers are to be lodged in 
the Caftle, there to be unpacked 
and dillributed. I have frequently 
in converfation fhewn the abfurdity 
of fttch a fuppofition ; but as what 
I have faid is perhaps not much 
known, I make this declaration to 
you ; That I have no warrant, or- 
der, <rf authority whatfoev^r, todif- 
tribute the llamped papers, or tor un- 
pack the bales, or feparate the par- 
eels, or order any perfon whatfoever 



fb to do ; that it cannot be conceived 
that I ihould be fo imprudent as t6 
undertake abuiinefs to which Ihavi 
no appointment, and make myfeif 
anfwerable for large fums of money, 
the receipt of which I cannot attend 
jto, and have no power to direft m 
order : What I have done in purfu- 
ance of your advice, in ordering the 
llamped papers to be depofited in 
the Caflle, andthefetobedefendeJL 
with all the force of that fortrefs, 
was to preferve them entire and un«- 
packed for hh Majcfty's ufe. In 
this I have had two things in- view» 
to prevent imprudent people com^ 
mitting an high infuft upon dkfe 
King, an indignity which would be 
fure to meet with particular reienN 
ment; and to fave the town or pro- 
vince, as it may happen, from be- 
ing made anfwerable for fo great a 
fum as the value of the ftamped pa** 
pers will amount to ; as they cer^ 
tainly will be, if the ilamped pap«b 
ihould be taken iway. tn provid* . 
ing againft thefe two evils, furely 
we are endeavouring to do the town 
and province real and important fer-* 
vice, whatever people, in their pre- 
fent temper, may think." 

** His Excellency having made 
the foregoing declaration to the 
, Beard, they fignifled their ouani- 
mous defire to his Excellency, that 
he would permit the fame tobe pufa- 
lifhed; and his Excellency there- 
upon gave permifiion for publiihing 
the fame accordingly." 

A. Oliver, Sec. 

About this time the following 
advertifement appeared in the New 
York Gazette : 

To Meffrs, Green £i»yRiN». ^ 

Gentlemen, 
•* I am informed that the ftamp- 
^ law takes place the firft day of No- 
vember next; I therefore hereby 
give notice to all officers whatfoever 

that 
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cluit fluiy be appointed by vircae of 
tbat moft grievous and unconftitu* 
tional ad (to prevent them trouble) 
that I will pay no tax whatever, but 
what is laia upon ttth by my repre* 
fentatives. I am» gentlemeoi 
Your humble fervant, 

BsKjAMtN Welsh.** 

While the colonies fliewed the 
ftrongefb marlcs of diilike to thofe 
whom they fuppofed to be the pro- 
moters of the ftamp-aft, they were 
as ftronjg;in their marks of approba- 
tion ot thofe who had oppofed its 
faffing. Qn the i8th of Septem- 
ber, at a meetbg of the frediolders 
and inhabitants of Bolton, a com- 
mittee of feven gentlemen was chofen 
•^ to draw up and tranfmit to Mr. 
Secretary Cohway and Colonel Ifaac 
Barre, feveral addreffes of thanks 
,for their patriotic fpeeches in parlia- 
jnenty in favour of the rights and 

Srivileges of the colonics ; and to 
eiire corredl copies thereof to hie 
.placed among their moil precious 
archives." And they voted the pic- 
tures of thofe gentlemen to be placed 
in their Town-liall. 

On Satunlay, Sept. 21, there was 
. publiihed a new news-paper in Ame- 
rica, under the following title', 
" The Constitutional Cou- 
RAKT, containing matters intere|l- 
ing io,Lihertyj and no ways repug- 
nant to Loyalty :" It had an emble- 
matical head-piece, of a fnake cut 
into feveral pieces, on each of which 
were the initial letters of the names 
of the feyeral colonies, and over it, 
*' Join or die" in large letters, 
and the imprint was, ** Printed by 
Andrew Mawel, at the fign of the 
Bribe refufedy on ConJiituthn-hiU, 
North America." 

The .25 th of September the Ge- 
neral Affembly of the province at 
MairacJiaf<sn*s-Bay, in New Eng- 



land, met at Bofton^ when hi» "Ait-f 
cellency Francis Bernard, Efq; Go^ 
vernor of the laid province,, made 
the following ipeech to them : 
^entltkHH afthi Gouncily andGintli* 
men oftheHou/eofR^pre/entuti'^feSt 

** I have called you together at 
this unafual time, in purluanee of 
the unanimous advice of a ytty full 
Council, that you may take into 
confideration the prefent Hate of thji 
province, and determine wha^ is to 
be done at this difficult and danger- 
ous conjuni9:ttre. I need not recount 
to you the violences which hav€> 
been committed in this town^ Aor 
the declarations which have been 
made and dill fubiift, that the adt 
of parliament for granting ftam pi- 
duties in the BritiSi colonies fhall 
not be executedSvithin this: province. 
The ordinary exequtivc; authority of 
this government is muclL too weak 
to contradidt fuch declarations, or 
oppofe the force by which they are 
fuppcMied: It has therefore been 
found necefiary to call the whole le* 
giflative power in aid of the execu^ 
tive government. From thi^ time 
this arduous bufinefs will be put ixito. 
your hands, and it will become a 
provincial concern. 

" U^n this occafion it is my duty 
to ftate to you what will probably be 
the confequences, if you fiionld fuiFer 
a confirmed difobedience of this a<5l 
of parliament to take place. I am 
fenfible how dangerous it is to fpeak 
out at this time, and upon this fub- 
je6i ; but my ftation Will not allow 
me to be awed or reftrained in what 
I have to fay to the General Court ; 
not only my duty to the King, but 
my duty to the Province, my love 
to it, my concern for it, oblige me 
to be plain and explicit upon this 
occafion. And I hope no advocate 
for liberty will violate that eiTential 
conftitutionai ' right, freedom of 
ipeech in the General A/lembly. 

<* As 






Digitized by 



Goo<?lei 

' I* I ii» I 



PRIOR DOCUMENTS: 



^' As I deiire not to didate to you, 
and would avoid all appearajice of it, 
I fhall refolve what I havfe to recom- 
mend to your coniideration into mere 
queltions, and avoid afiertions of my 
own in matters which are doubtful. 
i Ihall not enter into any difquifition 
o( the policy of the &&, : it has never 
been a part of my bulinefs to enter 
into any judgment of it ; and as I' 
Jiave not hitherto had any opportu- ' 
nity fo exprcfs any fehtiments of it, 
I fhall not do it now. I have only 
to fay, that it is an a£t of the parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, and as fuch 
ought to be obeyed by the fubjefts of 
Gr^t Britain. And I truft that the 
fnpremacy of that parliament, over 
all the members of their wide and 
diiFafed empire,-never was, and never 
will be denied within thcfe walls. 

" The Right of the parliament of 
Great Britian to make laws for the 
American colonies, lioweverit has 
been controverted in America, re- 
mains indifbutableatWeilminiier. If 
it is yet to oe madeaqueHion, who 
ihall determine it but the parliament ? 
If the parliament declares that this 
right is injherent in them, ^e they 
like to acquiefce in an open and 
forcible oppoiition to the exercife of 
it? Will they not more probably 
maintain fuch right, and fupport 
their own authority ? Is it in the will 
or in the power, or for the intereft 
of this province to oppofe fuch au- 
thority t If fuch oppoiition ihould 
be made, may it not bring on a con- 
teft, which may prove the mod de- 
trimental and ruinous event which 
could happen to this people ? 

'* It IS faid, that the gentleman 
who oppofed this ad in the Houfe 
of Commons, did not difpute the 
atithority of parliament to make 
iuch a law, but argued upon the 
inexpediency of it ^t this time, and 
the inability of the colonies to bear 
fuch aa impofition. Theft are two 
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diiSiniflqtteflions, whiph may receive 
diHerent anfwers. The power of 
the parliament to tax the colonies 
may be admit^ed^ and yet the expe- 
diency of exercifmg that power at 
fuch a time, and in fuclt a manner, 
may be denied. Butifthequeilions * 
are blended together^ fo as to admit 
of but one anfwer, the affirmative of 
the right of parliament will conclude 
for the expediency of the a6t. Con- 
fider therefore, gentlemen, if you 
found your application for relief 
upon denying the parliament's riglit 
to make fuch a law, whether yoa 
will not take frem your friends and 
advocates the ufe of thofe arguments^ 
which are moft like to procure the 
relief you deiire ? 

" You, Gentlemen of the Houie 
of Repreientatives, have propofed a 
conerefs of committees from the re- 
preientatives of feveral colonies, to 
coniider of a general, united^ duti- 
ful, loyal and humble reprefentation 
which you. have propofed ? Will the 
denying the power and authority of 
the King and Parliament, be the 
proper means to obtain their favour ? 
If the parliament ihould be diibofed 
tQ repeal this ad, will they probably 
do it whilft there fubMs a forcible 
opposition to the execution of it ? Is 
it not more probable, that they will 
require a fubmiilion to their authority 
as a preliminanr to their granting 
you any reliei^? Confider thcn^ 
whether the oppoiition to the exe- 
cution of the ad has not a dired ten- 
dency ^o defeat the meafures yoa 
have taken to procure a repeal of it^ 
if you do not interpofe to prevent it^ 

*^ By this adf all papers which 
are not duly ftamped are to be null 
and void ; and all perfons who ihall 
lign, engrofs> or write any fuch pa^ 
pers, will forfeit, for each fad, ten 
pounds^ If therefore ilamps are not 
to be ufed^ all .public offices muil bo 
ihnt vff : for it cannot be fxpeded, 

D tjiau 



a^'-"^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



it 



PRIOR DOCUMENTS. 



that any 6fficcr fliould incur peiial- 
ties jxiVLch beyond all he is worth, 
for the fake of doing what muft be 
null and void when it is done. I 
would therefore defire you to confidcr 
what cffeds the flopping two kinds 
of offices only, the Courts of Juftice 
and th^ Cuftom-houfes, will ha.vc 
upon the generality of tKe people. 
When the Courts of Juftice are fhut 
1^ up, no one will, be able ^to fue for 
.* a debt due to him. Muft not. then 
all credit and mutual faith ceafe of 
courfe, and fraud and rapine take 
their place ^^ Will any one's perfon 
or property be fafe, when their fole 
proteAor, the law, is debafed to 
9£t } Muft not the hand of violence 
be then kt loofe, and force of arms 
become the only governing power ? 
It is eafy to form an adequate idea 
of a ftate of general outlawry : And 
may npt the reality exceed the worft 
idea you can form of it f 

■** If trade and navigation (hallocafc 
Iby the fhutting up the ports of this 
province for want of legal clearances ; 
are you fure that all other ports which 
can rival thefe will be ihnt up alfo ? 
Can you depend upon recovering 
your trade again entire and undi- 
miniflied, when you Ihall be pleafed 
to refumc it? Can the people of 
this province fubfift within naviga- 
tion for any long time ? What will 
become of the feamen who will be 
put out of employment ? What will 
become of the tradefmen who imme- 
diately depend upon the navigation 
for their daily bread? Will thefe 
people endure want quietly without 
troubling their neighbours? What 
will become of the numberlefs fa- 
milies which depend upo^ iilhery ? 
Will they be able to turn the pro- 
- , duce of their year's work into the 
neceifaries of life without naviga- 
tion ? Are there not numberlefs 
other families who do not appear 
immediaiely concerned in trade^ 



and yet ultimately depend upon it? 
Do you think it poff^le to provide 
for the infinite chain of the depen- 
dants upon 'trade, who will be 
brought to want by the flopping of 
it ? It is certain that this province 
has a ftock of provifions within it- 
felf fufficient for all its inhabitants, . 
without the ufual imports ? If there 
fhowld be a fufficiency in general, 
can it be diftributed among all' the 
individuals without great violence 
and confuiion? In fhoirt, can this 
province bear a cefTatibn of law and 
juftice, and of trade and navigation, 
at a time when the btifinefs of the 
year is to be wound up, and the 
fevere feafon is haftily approaching ? 
Thefe are ferious and alarming 
queftions, which de>ferve a cool and 
difpaffionate confideration. 

** I would not willingly aggra- 
vate the dangers which are before 
you : I do not fliink it very eafy to 
do it : This province feems to me 
to be uppn the brink of a precipice ; 
and that it depends upon you to- pre- 
vent its falling. PofliMy I may fear 
more for yon than yojn^do for your- 
felves ; but in the fituation yon now 
ftand, a iight of your danger is ne- 
ceflary to your prefervation ! and it 
is my bufinefs to open it to you. 
But I do not pretend to en4imerate 
all tbe evils which may poilibly hap- 
pen ; feveral, and fome <i£ no little 
importance, will occur to you, tho' 
they have been omitted by me. In 
a word, gentlemen, never were your 
judgment and prudence. fo put to a 
trial, as they are like to be upon the 
prefent occaiion. 

*' I am aware that endeavours 
have been, or may be ufcd, tp-leffen * 
my credit with you, whith I have 
hitherto always ftudied to improve 
to the advantage of the province- 
Violences feldom come alone : The 
fame fpirit which pulls down houfes 
attacks reputations. The beft men 
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in the province have been much in- 
jured in this way; I myfelf have 
not efcaped thjs malignity. But I 
ihall not lower myfelf fo as to ali* 
fwer fuch accufcrs : To you I ihall 
always owe fuch explanations as (hall 
be neceffary to the improvement of 
a good ' underftanding between us« 
However, I will take this oppartu* 
nity to declare pablicly, that ever 
fince I have fat in this chair, I have 
been conftantly attentive to the true 
interefts of this province, according 
to the belt of my underftanding, and 
have endeavoured to promote them 
by all means in my power. The 
welfare of this people is ftill upper- 
mollr in toy heart > and I believe no 
man feels moi-e for them than I do 
ac this prefent tin^e. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Reprefen^ 
tati*vcs, 

•' I muA xecommend you to do 
an aA of juftice, which at the fame 
time will reflcd credit upon your- ■ 
felves ^ I mean to order a compen* 
fation to be made tp the fuiFercrs by 
the kte dreadful diibirbances. Their 
loffes are too great for them to fit 
down with ; one of them amounts 
to a very iarge fum. You muft be 
feniible that it will be expefted that 
thefe damages be made good ; and 
it will be better for you to do it of 
your own accord before any.requifi- 
tion is made to you. An elUmate 
of theie damages is made by a com- 
mittee of the council, purfuant to 
order, which will be laid before you. 

G^ntlemeny 
" I am fenfible of the difficulty of 
the part you have to a6t ; it may not 
be fufiicient for you to be convinced 
of a fubmiflion to the law for the pre- 
fent, unlefs the fame conviction lljall 
be extended to the people in gene- 
ral. If this fhould be fo, I can only 
dcfire you tp ufe all means to make 



yourfelves well acquainted with the 
exigency of the prefent time ; and if 
you ihall be perfuaded that a difobe- 
dience of the aA is produdiive of 
much more evil than a fubmiffion to 
it can be, you muft endeavour to 
convince your conftituents of the 
truth off fuch perfuaiion. In fuch 
cafe I (hall readily grant you a re*> 
cefs for a fufficient time ; and I ihall 
be ready to concur with you in all 
other legal meafures to i>rovkle for 
the fafety.of the people in the beft 
manner. « 

Council Chamber^ p„ ^ "D„» «.*,,> >» 
Sept, 25, 1765. 

The Houfe of Reprefentatives im- 
mediately appointed a committee to 
prepare an addrefs in anfwer to his 
Excellency's fpeech, and the draught 
was to have been reported the 28th % 
on the preceding day, both the 
houibs of aifembly received the afto- 
niihing, fudden, and unexpected 
meifage to adjourn to the 23d of 
October. j 

The 26th of September the hon. 
Thomas Finch, Efq; governor of 
Connecticut, ifTued a proclamation, 
** requiring all officers, civil and 
military, to ufe their utmoft endea- 
vours for preventing and fuppreiSng 
all riots and tumultuous aiTemDlies : 
but fo great was the dread of the 
peoples refentment, that William 
Stoi-ey, Efqj'rciigned his office of 
deputy-regifter of the court of Vice- 
Admiralty ; as fome days before, 
William Cox, Efq; had reiifi;ned his 
office as itamp-mafter for Ncw-Jer- 

About, the fame time, fourteen 
boxes more of ilampt paper arrived 
at Bofton for the ufe of that pro* 
vince ; and of New Hampihire and 
Rhode Ifland; but the Ihips that 
brought them were obliged to be- . 
guarded in by a man of war iloop 
and a cutter, ^nd brought to under . 
• D 2 • tihe 
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the protedion of the gans of the 
caftle. 

The inhabitants of Connefticut 
not being fully fatisfied with the firfl 
' declaration of Mr. IngerfoU, a'grcat 
number of the inhabitants from the 
caflern parts of the province came on 
Jiorfeback to Hartford on the i8th 
of September^ s^nd declared they 
were on their way to Newhayen, to 
demand of Mr. IngerfoU a total re- 
fignation of his office^ as werealfo a 
number of their companions on the 
lower roads, who were all to rendez- 
vous at Brentford the next day ; they 
then feparated to get lodgings in 
Hartfor^ for that night. In the 
evening ^hey received information 
that Mr. IngerfoU was to be in town 
the next day, to apply to the a^em- 
blyforproteftion; but left lie fhonld 
come in the night, to fhun them, 
they kept a patrole in th^ ftreets alt 
ihat night to prevent his coming 
unnoticed ; but he not arriving the 
next morning, the whole body fet 
offf an4 in aboi^t an hour met Mr. 
IngerfoU at the }ower end of We- 
f'lersfieid, and told him their bufi- 
ntfs, ^^hen, after many evafions and. 
debates, he read his refignatio^i to 
the multitude, who defired him to 
pry out Liherty and Property three 
times, which he did ; and they re^ 
turned three loud huzzas. Mr. In- 
gerfoU then went and dinpd at the 
tavern with many of the compa^iy, 
and % party oif about five hundred 
pfcorted him to Hartford, where he 
again publicly read his reiignation, 
which they again applauded with 
three huzzas, and then they all dif- 
perfed without any difturbancfe. His 
l-efignation was as follows : 

Wethersfield, Sept. 9, 1765. 
" I do hereby proinife, that I 
wiU never receive any ftamped pa- 
pers, which may arrive from Eu- 
rope, in confequencc of an aft lately 
faffed in the parliament pf Great 



Britain, nor officiate in any inannef 
as ftamp-mafter, or diftributor o^ 
ftamps, within this colony of Con- 
nefticnt, either diredlv or indiredUy. 
And I do hereby notify to all the in- 
habitants of his Majcfty's colony of 
Connedicttt, (notwithftanding the 
faid ofiice or truft has been com^ 
mitlpd to me) not to apply to me, 
ever after, for any fuch ftampcd pa- 
pers, hereby declaring, that I do re^ 
fign the faid office, and execute thefe 
prefents of my own free will and ac^ 
cord, without any equivocation, or 
mental refervation. 

In witnefs whereof I have herer 
unto fet my hand, 

J. Jn^ehsoll." 

In Philadelphia, the houfe of aA 
fembly met on the 21ft of Septem- 
ber, ^nd canie to the following re- 
folutions : 

** The Houfe taking into conii-i 
deration, that an a& of paiiiament 
has lately paiTed in £ngland, for 
impqfing ccruin. ftamp duties, and 
other duties on his Majefty's fubjedls 
in America, whereby they conceive 
fome of their moft eiTential and var 
luable rights, as Britiih fubje6ts, to 
be deeply afefted, thipk it a duty 
they owe to tfaemfelves, and their 
poiterity, to come to the following 
refolutions, viz. 

Refolved, N- C. D. That the 
affemblies of this province have, 
from time to time, whenever requir 
i^tions have been made by his Ma- 
jelly, for carrying on military ope- 
rations for the de&nce of America, 
moft chearfully and liberally con- 
tributed tUcir full proportion of men 
9.nd money for thofe fervices. 

Refolved, N. C. D. That wheft. 
ever his Majefty's fervicfe fhall^ fo^ 
the future, require the aids of the 
inhabitants of this province, and 
they Ihall be called upon for that 
purpofe, in a constitutional 
WAY, it m)^ b'2 their indiipcnfabJe 

duty 
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duty moft chearfDlly and liberally to 
grant to his Majefty their proportion 
of men and money, for the defence, 
fecurity, and other public ftrvices 
of the British American colonies. 

Rcfolved, N. C. D. That the 
inhabitants of this province are in- 
titled to all the rights and privileges 
of his Majefty's fubjcfts in Great 
•BritaiQ, or elfewhere ; and that the 
coniHtution of government in this 
{province is founded on the natural 
rights of mankind, and the noble 
principles of Englifh liberty, and 
therefore is> or ought to be, per- 
feaiy free. 

Kcfolved, N. C. D. That it is 
the inherent birth-right, and indu- 
bitable privilege of every Britiih fub- 
jed, to be taxe4 only by his own 
confent, or that of his legal repre- 
fentotivds, in conjun^on with his 
Maj efly, or his fubflitutes. ' 

Reiblved, N. C. D. That the 
only legal reprefentatives of the in- 
habitants of this province, are the 
perfbns they annually ek£l to ferve 
as members of ailembly. 

Refolved therefore, N. C. D. 
That the taxation of the people of 
this province, by any ether peribos 
whatfocver than fuch their reprefen- 
tativefs in afTembly, is unconsti- 
tutional, and iubveriive of iheir 
moft valuable rights. 

Refolved, N. C. D. That the 
laying taxes upon the inhabitants ^f 
this province in any other manner, 
being manifeftly fubverfivc of public 
liberty, tnull, of neceffary confe- 
quence, be utterly dellrudive of 
public happinefs. 

Refolved, N. C. D. That the 
feffine an authority in the courts of 
admiralty to decide in fuits relating 
to the ftamp duties, and other mat- 
ters, foreign to their proper jurifdic- 
tion^ is higl^ly dangerous to the li- , 
{jerkies of his Majeily's American 
fubje^ls, contrary to Magna Charta, 



SI 

the great charter and foitntain of 

Englifh liberty, and deftrodiveof 
one of their moft darling and aeJhtow- 
ledged rights^ that of t&ials bt 

JURIES, 

Refolved, N C. D. That it is 
the opinion of this houfe, that the 
reftraints impofcd by fcveral afts <^ 
parliament on the trade of this pro* 
vince, at a time when the people 
labour under an enormous load of 
debt, muft of neceffity be attended 
with the moft fatal confeqaences* 
not only to this province, but CO 
the trade of our mother country. 

Refolved, N. C. D.. That thia 
houfe think it their duty thus fiimljr 
to aftert, with modefty ahd decency, 
their inherent rights, that their pos- 
terity may learn and know, that it 
was not with their confent and ao- 
quiefcence, that any taxes ftioold be 
levied on them by any peribns but 
their own reprefentatives % and aie 
defirous that thefe their refolvet 
Ihould remain on their minutei, as 
a teftimony of the zeal and ardent 
defire of the prefent houfe of aflem* 
bly to preferve their ineftimabk 
rights, which, as Englifhmen, thejr 
have poiTeiTed ever fince this province 
was fettled, and to tranfmitthem to 
their lateft pofterity." 

The fame day, the following ad- 
drefs was psefeatcd to the Governor 
of Maryland : 

To his Excellency Hosatio Sh arp£» 

EJq; Go'vernor and Cmnn^ander im 

Chief in and 9*uir the provinct of 

Maryland. 

The humble Addrefs of the Houfe 

of Delegates. 
May it pleafe your Excellency, 
*' We, his majefty's moft dutiful 
and loyal fubjeds, the delegates of 
the freemen of the province of Ma- 
ryland, m aftembly convened, return 
your excellency our thanks for your 
fpeech at the opening of this femon ; 

aad 
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and b^ kav« to aiTare yovy that 
tkc opportunity your excellency has 
now afforded us» of promoting the 
true intereft of our country, is ex* 
treme ly agreeable to us. 

As we have thought it oar indif- 
penfible duty to our conftituents, at 
this time to appoint a committee of 
Ibme of our members, to join com^- 
mitcees from the houie of reprefenta^ 
tives of the other colonies on the 
continent, who are to meet^at the 
city of New York, on the furfk 
Tuefday jin Oftober next, in order to 
to join in a general and united duti- 
ful, loyal and humble reprefentation 
to his ms}e&jy and the Britilh par- 
liament, of the circumftances and 
Condition of the Britilh colonies and 
plantations, and to implore relief 
againft fome a£ls of parliaments, we 
wee informed have lately pafTed in 
England, who'eby it is apprehended 
the liberty of the colonies will be 
greatly abridged, which, with the 
matters neceflarily relative to, and 
dependant upon it, (wherein we 
kave met with fome very unexpeAed 
ddsys) has fo wholly engrofTed our 
mttentioii, that we have not yet even 
Ibttled any of our ordinary rules for 
.^oceeding, we cannot aoubt but 
we fhall ftand excuied for being thus 
late in anfwering your excellency's 
Speech ; and having now very nearly 
completed that a&ir, and as the 
next month/ will be chiefly taken 
np in adjonnied country courts, by 
which means feveral of our mem- 
|>ers moil l)e taken from the buiinefs 
pf the houfe, or great numbers fuffer 
inuch by their fuits continuing open 
j^t this time, we hope your excel- 
lency will, as foon as the prefent 
Important bufinefs is finiihed, give 
ns a fhort recefs of a few weeks, 
fhat thofe inconveniences may be 
removed, when we (hall *be very 
glad to have an importunity of pro- 
dding to t;h€ difpatch of the inte« 



reding matters your excellency has 
been pleafed to recommend to us, 
and to concur with the other branches 
of the legiilature, in every meafure 
tendinz to produce the general wel- 
fare of our country, which we are 
much pleafed to be affured by your 
excellency, you alfo confider as your 
own." 

Robert Lloyd, Speaker. 
Sept. 21, 1765. 

To which he returned the following 
Anfwer, on Sept. 28 : 

Gentlemtn of the Lowtr Howfi of 
Affembly, 
" As I perceive by your addrefs, 
which hath been juft prefented to m^, 
that you are deiirous to Have a ihorc 
recefs of a few weeks, I ihall comply 
with yoiir requeft ; but it being pro- 
bable that the flamped paper def- 
tined for this province, in confe- 
quence of the a6t of parliament that 
was made lait feflion, by the legif- 
lacure of Great Britdn, will arrive 
here befori I fhall have an oppor- 
tunity of advifing with you again, 
and that the mafler of the vefTel who 
may give charge thereof, will defire 
me to give orders forits being landed^ 
and lodged in a place of fecurity, 
efpecially as the perfon appointed to 
diiiribute the flamps here, has, I un- 
derftand, left the province, Ifhould 
be glad to know how you would ad- 
vife me to ad on fuch an occafion, 
Sept. 28. Horatio Sharpe.'* 

And the houfe then came to the fol- 
lowing refoluitons, which they or-* 
dered to be printed : 

By the Lower Houfe of AJfemhly, 

5ept. 28, 1765, 

Ordered, That Mr. Jonas Green, 

printer, do publifh in the Maryland 

Gazette, next week, the following 

refolves of this houfs : 

Signed per order. 
M. Macnkmai^a, CI. Lo. Ho, 
I. Re, 
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-I. Refolved Qnanimoufly» That 
tlie firft adveoturers and iettlers of 
tkis province of Maryland brought 
with them, and tranfmtxtcd to their, 
pofterity, and all otherhis Maje%'3 
iUbjeds iince inhabiting in this pro- 
vince, all the liberties, privileges, 
franchifes, and immunities^ that at 
any time have been held, ^enjoyed 
and pofleiTed, by the people of Gjeat 
Britain. 

II. Refolved unanimoufly, That 
it was granted by Magna Charta, 
and other the good laws and ftatutes 
of England, and confirmed by the 
jpetition and Bill of Rights, that the 
iulD^d fhould not be compelled to 
contribute to any tax, tallage, aid, 
or other like charge, not fet by 
common conient of parliament. 

III. Refolved unanimoufly, Tha^ 
by a joyal charter, granted by his 
majeily king Charles I. in the, eighth 
year of his reign, and in the year of 
our Lor4 1632, to Caecilius, then 
lord Baltiniore, it was for the en- 
couragement of people to tranipqrt 
themfelves and families, into .this 

.province, amongft other things 'co- 
venanted and granted by his faid 
majefty, for hlmfelf, his heirs a^d 
fucceffors, as followeth : 

[Here is recited fuch parts of their 
charter as may be feen in the iqth 
and 20th claufes of the Maryland 
charter.] Aftd'^which they proceed- 
ed thus: 

IV. Refolved that it is the una- 
nirnous opinion of this houfe. That 
the faid charter is declaratory of the 
conftitutional rights and privileges of 
the freemen of this province. 

. V. Rfcfolved unanimoufly. That 
trials by juries is the grand bulwark 
of liberty, the undoubted birthright 
»6f every Englifliman, and confe- 
quently of every Britifli fubjed in 
America: And that the erefting 
other jttrlfdidions for the trial of 
matters of fad, is unconiUlu(ionaI, 



and renders the fubjed infecure in 
his liberty and property* 

VI. Refolved, That it is the una* 
nimous opinion of this houfe. That 
it cannot with any truth or propriety^ 
b^ iaid, That the freemen of this 
province of Maryland are reprefent- 
ed in the Britifli parliament. 

VII. Refolved unanimoufly. That 
his majelly's liege people of this 
ancient province, have always en- 
joyed the right of being governed 
by laws, to which they themfelves 
have consented in the article df 
taxes, and internal policy ; and 
that the fame hath never been for- 
feited, or any other way yielded 
up ; but hath been conilahtly recog- 
nized by the king and people of 
Great Britain. 

yill, Refolved, That it is the 
unanimous opinion of this houfe, 
that the reprefentatives of the free- 
men of tlm province, in their le- 
giflativc capacity, together with the 
other part of the legiflature, hath 
the ible rightto lay taxes and impor 
fitions on Uie inhabitants of this pro-* 
vince, or their property and efFeds : 
And that the laying, impofing, levy- 
ing €u: colleding, any tax on or from 
the inhabitants of Maryland, ubder 
colour of any other authority, is^un- 
conititutlonal, and a dire£t violation 
of the rights of the freemen of this 
province. 

On the .5th of Odober the Jlamps 
arrived at Philadelphia, the fliip 
which brought them having laid 
fome time ac Newcaille upon Dela- 
ware, under proteftion o| a man of 
war. When the fliijps £rfl %pp#ared 
round Glouceiler-pomt, all the vef- 
feU in the harbour hoifted their co- 
lours half-Haff high, the. bells were 
muHied,. and .continued to toll till 
ev^ntngi and every cquntenauce ^, 
added tp the appearance of fmcere 
mQuming, At lour in the afterooon^ 
* , feveral 
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feveral thoufands of citizens met at 
the State-houfe to confult on proper 
meafurea to pnevent the execution of 
the ftamp*ad. It was agreed to 
fend a deputation of (even perfons 
to Mr. Hughes, the ftamp-mailer 
£6r that province, (who was then 
fick in bed) to requeft he would re- 
fign his ofiice. He readily declared, 
that no a£i of his fhould a£ift the 
carrying of that law into execution, 
till it was generally complied with 
in the other colonies, but refufed to 
fign any refignation. When this 
report was made by the deputies to 
the State-houfe, the citizens were 
enraged to that degree, that it is 
liard to fay to what lengths their 
fury, would have carried them, had 
not the deputies reprefented Mr. 
Hughes as at the point of death ; 
this moved their companion, and 
they agreed to make their demand 
in writing, and eive Mr. Hughes 
till the Monday roliowing to make 
a reply. And on Monday the de-i 
puties read the following anfwer 
aloud to all the multitude auembled : 

Philadelphia, Monday morjiing, 
Oa. 7, 1765. 

*' Whereas about fix o'clock, on 
Saturday evening laft, a paper was 
fent to me, expreffing, tnat * a 
great number of the citizens of Phi- 
ladelphia, afTembled at the State- 
houfe, to demand of Mr. John 
Hughes, diilributor of ilamps for 
Penfylvania, that he will give them 
aflbrance, under his hand, that he 
will not execute that office j and cx- 
peft that he will give them a fair, 
candid, and diredi aniwer, by Mon- 
day next, at ten o'clock, when he 
, will be waited on for that purpofe. 
Saturday, Oftober 5, 176c.' 

** I do therefore return for anfwer 

to thofe gentlemen, and all their af- 

ikfociates, that I have not hitherto 

taken any ftep tending to put the 

late ad ofpaiiiamen tin to execution 



in this province ; and that I will ndt, 
either by myfelf or my deputies 
do any ad or thing that fhall have 
the leaft tendency to put the faid ad 
into execution in this province, un- 
til the faid ad (hall be put into exe- 
cution generally in the neighbour- 
ing colonies, and this I am deter- 
nuned to abide by. 

'* And whereas my cotnmifiion 
includes the three counties of Newr 
Caftle, Kent, and SufTex, upon De- 
laware, I do,, therefore, hereby 
voluntarily inform the good people 
of thofe counties, that no aA of 
mine fhall, either direftly or indi- 
rcftly, involve them in aiiy diffi- 
culties with reipedt to the faid (lamp 
ad, before the fame (hall take place 
generally in the neighI)Quring colo-- 
nies. 

John Hughes." 

It is necelTary fometimes, in thii 
narration, to negleft a ft rid obfer- 
vance 0/ the order of time, that each 
feparate account may have a proper 
continuatios^-^to return them a lit* 
tie back ; on the 20th of September, 
all the lawyers ofthefupreme court, 
held at Perth Amboy, aflembled, 
and the Chief Juftice Having pro- 
pofed the following queries, they 
agreed and came to dieie feveral re- 
folutions: Firft, Whether, if the 
ftamps fhould arrive, and be placed 
at the city of B urlington, by or after 
the firft of November, they would, 
as practitioners, agree to purchafc 
them, for the neceSary proceedings 
in' the law ? 

Refolved by the whole body, 
N. C. D. they would not, but rather 
fuffer their private interefl to ^ve 
way to the public opinion, protefting 
at the fame time aeainft all riotous 
and indecent behaviour, which they , 
will difcountenance by every means 
in their power, to preferve ordei^ 
and by aii abfolute refufal to makt 
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life of the ftampsy and other quiet 
methods, endeavour to objt^ a re- 
peal of the law. 

Second. Whether it was their opi- 
nion^ that ihould the a& take pkce, 
the duties could poflibly be paid in 
gold and iilver. 

Anfwercd by the whole; body. It 
could not be', paid in. gold and £lver 
even for one year. 

Third, Their opinion was de- 
fired, whether, as the aA required 
the Governor and Chief Ju^ee to 
fuperintend the diftributor, he ihould 
be obliged to take charge of th§ diftti- 
bution of the ftamps, by order and 
appointment of the Governcfr, if he 
fhould think proper to £x upon him 
for that office ? 

Anfwered and advifed, not to take 
it upon him, the Governor not being 
impowered by the a^l to appoint ; or 
if he was, it was left to the Chief 
Juflice's option, and that it woCild be 
incompatible with his office as Chief 
Jdtice* 

The lawyers alfo of New Jerfey 
met, and rcfolved to lofc all their 
buiiiiefs, rather" than make afe of any 
ilamps. 

When the Commiffioners from Bof- 
ton came to the Congrefs at New- 
York, they waited on Lieutenant- 
Governor Colden, who received them 
very coldly; and told them, that 
•' fuch a Congrefs was lunconllitu- 
tionaU unprecedented, and unlawful, 
and that he ihould give them tio 
countenance*'' 

On the 2 1 ft, of 0£lobcr, the free- 
holders and other inhabiunts of the 
town of .Plymouth had a meeting, 
and unanimouily agreed on inftruc- 
tions to Thomas Fpriler, Efq.. their . 
representative in the General Affem- 
hly of Mafiachufet's Bay. In which, 
after cxprcffing the higheft cfteem for 
the Britifti conftitution, ftiewing how 
far Uie people of America have exert- 
ed tnemfelves in fupport thereof^ and 
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letting forth their gnevaoces^ they 
proceed as follows : 

" You, Sir, reprefent a people 
who are not only descended from the 
£rft fettlers of this country, but in- 
habit the very fpot.they firft poflelTed. 
Here was firft laid the foundation of 
the Britifli empire in this part of 
'-America, which from a very fmall 
beginning, has increafed aad^fpread 
in a manner very furpriiing, and al- 
mbft incredible ; efpecially when we 
confider that all this has been effected 
without the aid or affiftance pf any 
power on earth, that we have defend^ 
ed, frote£ifdf aad fecurid ourfelves 
ag^ainft the ;invanons and cruelty of 
favages, and the fubtii ty and inhu- 
manity of our inveterate and natural 
enemies the .French; and all this 
without the appropriation of any tax 
by ftamps, or ilainp ads laid upon 
our fellow fubjeds in any part of the 
king's dominions, for defraying the 
expences thereof. . This place, .3ir» 
was at irft the afylum of .liberty, and 
we hope will ever be preferved iacred 
to it ; though it was then no more 
than a forlorn wildemefs, inhabited 
only by favage tneii and beafts. To 
this place our fathers (whofe me- 
mories be revered) poffijiTed of the 
principles of liberty in their purity, 
difdaining ilavery, fled to enjoy thofe 
privileges which they had an un- 
doubted: right to, but were deprived 
of by the hands of vidcnce and 0^- 
preftion in their native country. We, 
Sir, their pofterity, the freeholders 
and other inhabitants of this town, 
legally aflembly for that purpofe, pof- 
fefted of the iame fentiments, and re- 
jtaining.the fame ardour for liberty, 
think it our indifpcniable duty, on 
this occafion, to expiefs to you thcfc 
our fentiments of the ftamp adl, and 
its fatal confequences to this country, 
and to enjoin upon you, as you regard 
not only the welfare, but the very be- 
ing-of this people, that you (confiftent 
' withoar allegiance to the king., and rc- 
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lation to the govcrniaent of Great- 
Britain) difregarding all propofals 
for that purpoie, exert all your power 
and influence in relation to the ftamp 
a6l» at. leaft until we hear the fuccefs 
of our petitions for relief. We like- 
wife, to avoid difgracing the memo-* 
ries of our anceftors, as well as the 
reproaches of, our own confcience^ 
and the curfes of pofterity, recom- 
^nendcd it to you to obtain, if poffi- 
ble, in the honourable houfe of re- 
prefentatives of this province, a full 
and explicit afTertion of our rights, 
and to have the fame entered on their 
public records, that all generations 
yet to come, may be convinced, that 
we have not only a jufl fenfe of our 
rights dnd liberties, but that we ne- 
ver (with fubmiflion to divine provi- 
dence) will be ilaves to any power oh 
earth ; and as we have at all times an 
abhorrence of tumults and diforders, 
we think ourfelves happy in being at 
prefent under no apprehenfions of 
any, and in having good and whole- ^ 
fome laws fufficient to preferve th©fe' 
peace of the province in all future 
times, unlefs provoked by fome im- 
prudent meafure : fo we think it by 
no means advifeable for you to interefl 
yourfelf in the prote£lion of damp 
papers; or flamp officers. 

" Thetmly thing we have further 
to recommend to you at this time, is 
to obferve on all occafions a fuitable 
frugality and oeconomy in the public 
expences ; and that you conient to no 
unneceiTary or unufual grant at this 
time of di^efs, when the people are 
groaning under the burthen of heavy 
taxes : and that you ufe your endea- 
vours to enquire mto, and bear telli- 
mony againft, any pad, and to pre- 
vent any future uncpnftitutional 
draughts on the public treafury." 

Authentic Account of the Proceedings of 
the Congrefs * held at New-York in 
17^5, m the Subje^ of the Stamp 
A&. 



Sir, 



l^ofton, Jum 1765. 



The houfe of reprefentatires of this 
province, in the prefent ieflion of the 
general court, have onanimonfly 
agreed to propofe a meeting, as foon 
as may be, of committees, from the 
houfes of reprefentatives or burgeflcs 
of the feveral Britiih colonies on this- 
continent, to confult t(^ther on the 
prefent circumftances^ of die colonies, 
and the difficulties to which they are, 
and muft be reduced, by the opera- 
tion of the a£b of parliament for levy- 
ing duties and taxes on the colonies ; 
and to coniider of a general, and 
united, dutiful, loyal and humble 
reprefentation of their condidon, to 
his Majefty and the Parliament, and 
to implore relief. The houfe of re- 
prefentatives of this province . have 
alfo voted to propofe. That fuch 
meeting be at the city of New-York, 
in the province of New- York, on the 
firft Tuefday in Odlober- next ; and 
have appointed a committee of three 
of their members to attend that fer- 
vice, with fuch as the other houies of 
reprefentatives, or burgefles, in the 
feveral colonies, may think fit to ap- 
point to meet them. And the com- 
mittee of the houfe of reprefentatives 
of this jprovince; are directed to re- 
pair to laid New-York, •n faid firft 
Tuefday in Odiober next, accord- 
ingly. 

If, therefore, your honourable 
houfe fhould agree to this propofal, 
it would be acceptable, that as early 
nonce of it as poffible, might be tranf- 
mitted to the fpeaker of the houfe of 
reprefentatives of this province. 

Samuel White, Speaker. 

In confequence of the foregoing 
circular letter, the following gentle- 
men met at New- York, in the pro- 
vince of New- York, on Monday the 
feventh day of Odober, 1765, viz. 

fxam 



• Thi» was the -firft Congrefs of the American Continent, 
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From Ac province of the Maffa- 
chaf«tts-bay, 

James Otis> J 

Oliver Patiidge; V Eiqaire^ 
Timothy Rugglcs, > J 
Prom the colony of Rhode^Ifland^ 
and Providence plantations, 

Metcalf Bowler, I vr^^r^ 
Henry Ward, | ^^"^"^'^^ 

From the colony of Connefdcat. ' 
EHphalet Dyer, 1 

David Rowland, ^Efqniics. 

Wm. Samuel Johnfon, j 
Frojn the colony of New- York, 
Robert Ri Livingfton, " 
John Crnger, 

Philip Livingfton, L Enquires. 
William Byard, 
Leonard Lifpenard, J 
From the colony of Ncw-Jcrfcy, 
Robert Ogdcn, 1 
Hendrick Fifher, > Efqaires« 
Jofeph Borden, j 
From the ]>rovince of Pennfylvania, 
John Dickenfen, 1 
John Morton, t Efqoires* 

George Bryan, 3 
From the government of the coun- 
ties of Newcallle, Kent, and SuiTcx, 
cm Delaware, 

Caefar Rodney, 1 t?r • 
Thomas M'Kcan, j E^^"^^"' 
From the province of Maryland, 
William Murdock, 1 
Edward Tilghmani C Efquires. 
Thomas Ringgold, j 
From the province of Soathr Caro- 
lina, 
Thomas Lynch, ^ 

Chriftopk, Gadfdcn, i Efquires. 
John Rotledge, j 

Then the faid committees proceed- 
ed to^chufe a chairman by ballot, and 
Timothy Ruggles, Efq. on forting 
and counting the votes, appeared to 
have a m^ority, and thereupon was 
placed in the chair. 

Saturday, Oa. 19, 1765, A. M. 
The Congrei^ met according to 
adjournment, and refumed, &c, as 
yefterday. And, upon mature deli- 
beration, agreed to the following dc- 
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darations-of the rights and gmvances 
of the colonifts in America, which 
were ordered to be inferted. 

The members of this Congress, 
fincerely devoted, with the warmeft 
fentiments of afie^on and duty to hi% 
Majefty's perfon and government, 
inviolably attached to the prefent 
happy eftabli(hment of the Proteftant 
fucceffion, and with minds deeply 
imprefTed by a fenfe of the prefent 
and impending misfortunes of the 
Britifh colonies on this continent; 
having confidered as maturely as time 
will permit, the circumftances of the 
faid colonies, efteem it aar indifpen- 
Able duty to make the following de- 
claraticms of our humble opinion, re- 
fpe^ng the moft eiTential rights and 
liberties of the colonifts, and of the 
mevances under which they labour, 
by reafon of feveral late ads of parlia* 
ment. 

L That his Majefty*s fubjefts in 
thefe colonies, owe the fame allegi- 
ance to the frown of Great Britain, 
thaf is owing from his fubje&s bom 
within the realm, and all due fubor« 
dination to that auguft body the par- 
liament of Great-Britain. 

II. That his Majefty's liege fub- 
je£ts in thefe colonies, are entitled to 

' all the inherent rights and liberties 
of his natural born fubjedls, within 
the kingdom of Great-Britain. 

III. That it is infeparably eiTential 
to the freedom of a people, and the 
undoubted right of Engtiflimen, that 
no taxes^be impofed on them but with 
their own conient, given perfonally, 
or by their repl^fentatives. 

IV. That the people of thefe colo- 
nies are not, and, from their loo^i 
circumftances, cannot be, reprefentecf 
in the Houie of Commons in Great- 
Britain. 

V. That the only rcprefenutives 
of the people of thefe colonies are 
perfons chofen therein by themfelves, 
and that no taxes ever have been, or 
can be conftitutionally impofed on 
them, but by their t^fpe^ve legiila- 
turcs. E a VI. 
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VI, That aU ftpplies to the crown, 
bring •fi;ee gifts ot the. people, it is 
nnreafonabjeand iDConiift^nt.widijdie 
|^iiiGiple$,and ipirit of the. Brililh' 
Qonmmoh, foi: thepec^lepf-GFeat- 
Bmaifi to grant to hi^ Majefty the 
property of the c^Jonifts. 
I VJI. That trial b/jury. Is theia-. 
herent a^d inyahiaUe right .of every 
Biitifli fubjjB& in . thefe colonies. 

VIII. That>thelatea£t of parlia- 
ment, entitled, j^n a& fgr grating ^ 
€m4 applying certain fteimp dut^eS'^ and 
other \ dutuj, in the Britifi fQknies and 
plantations in America , ^c* by im-/ 
po/^ng tf3xes*on vthe inhabita^its . of. 
thcle colonies, andtshefaid -^^t, and 
feyf n^I other afts, . by extending the 
JRrif<liclion' of the courts of admiralty 
beyond its ancient limits, .have a ma- 
nii'eft tendencj^^ to fubvert the rights 
and liberties of the co]pnifts» . 
^ IX. That .the duties impofed by 

feyeral late adts of parliament, from 
the peculiar cirpnmflances of thefe 
colonies, will be extremely burthen- 
• lp»i€ and grievous; and from the 
'' ic^aity of fpecic,. the payment of 
them abfolutely imprafticabfe, 

X. That as the profits of the trade 
of thefe colonies ultimately center in 
Qreat-Britainj ^o pay (or the piano- 
:(a£lure3 which they are obliged to take 
from thence, they eventually contri- 
bute very largely tojallfupplies grant- 
ed there to the crown. 
• XI. That the reibidions impofed 
by feveral late-ai^s of parliament on 
llhe trade of thefe colonies, will ren- 
der, them unable to. purchafe the ma- 
nufadtures of Great- Britain. 
. XII. That the^ncr^lev profpcrity 
^nd .h^ppinefs of the^ colonies, de- 
fend on the full ai^d fr^e enjoyments 
of their rights and.lifcertiesr and an 
intercourfe with Great-Britain mutu- 
ally afFedionate«A|id advantageous. 

XJir. That it is the right of the^ 
Britilh'fubjedls in thefe colonies to pe- 
tition the king, or either houfe of 
parliament. 

JLailly, That it is tjhe indiijpenfible 



dot)r 0/ ttel% colonies^ to the beHr of 
fovereigns, to the mother country, 
and to themfelves, to endeavour by a 
loyal and d^itiful addrei^ to his Ma- 
jefty, and hiimble appHcatibns to both 
l\dufe$ of [pai'Uament, to proctM'e the 
repeal of (he ad for granting' and 
applying certain flamp duties., of all 
clanfes of any other «dts of parlia- 
ment,' wbereby the jurifdifBon of the 
admiralty is extended as aibtefaid, 
and of the other late a^ for the rc- 
Uridion of American commerce* 

U^it motion. Voted, That Robert 
R. Livingiton, William Samueljohn- 
fon, and 'William Murdock, Efqrs, 
be a C9hitrii,ttee to prepare an addrefs 
to his Majeily, and lay €he fame be- 
fore the conferefs on Monday next. 

Vot^ aifo. That John Rutlcdge, 
Edward Tifghman, and Philip Li - 
ving0)9n,' Eiquires, be a committee 
to prepare a memorial and petition to 
the lords in parliament, and lay the 
fame before the .cohgrefs on Monday 
next. . . 

Voted alft. That Thomas Lynch, 
James Otis, and Thomas M'Kean, 
5fquir<s, be a committee to prepare 
a petition to the houfe o^co^unoAs ,of 
Great-Brita(in, and lay the faaie be- 
fore the congrefe on Mondays next. 

Then the congrefs adjourned' to 
Monday next at twelve o'clock. 

Mmdaj, 0^.21, 1765, A.M. 

The congrefs met according to 
adjourniiient. 

The committee appointed to pre* 
pare and bring in an addre^ to his 
Majefty, did re^rt, tha* they had 
effayed a draught for that pnrpofe, 
which they laid on the table, atid 
j^umbly fubmitted to the corre^on 
of the congrefs. 

The faid addrefs was read, and 
after fundry amendments, the fame 
was approved of by the congrefs, and 
ordered to be ingFoiTed. 

The committee appointed to pre- 
pare and bring in a memorial and 
petition to the lords 4n parliament, 
did report. That they had effayed a 

draught 



■■■ n? -^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



P R I OH & O 

draught for tl^aj porpofe, which jhey 
i^ OR the table, and humbly fiib'- 
mitted to the cpneSdon. of tbp con- 
grcfs. 

The faid iddtcfs was read, and 
after fundry amendments^ the fame 
was approved of by the congrefs, and 
ordered to be ingroffed. 

The comtnittee appointed to pre-*' 
pare and bring in a petition to the 
houfe of coi^mpns of Great-Britain, 
did report. That they had efiaycd a 
draught for th^t purpole, which they 
laid on the taUe> and humbly fub- 
nitted to the corredtion of the con- 
grefs. 

The laid addrefs y/zs read, and 
after fundry amendments, tke fame 
was approved of by the congreis, and 
ordered to be ingrofled. 

The coftgrefs adjourn to to*morrow 
morning, nine o'clock. 

9ite/day,.as, 22, 1765, A.M,* 

- The congrefs met according to ad- 
journment. 

- The addrefs to his Majefty being 
ingrqffed, was read and compared, 
and is as follows, viz. 

STo the King's.mofi excellent Majeftj. 
The Petition of the freeholders and 
other-inhabitant^ of the MaiTachafets- 
bay, Rhode-lfland, and Providence 
plantations^ 

Kew-Jetfey, Pennfylvania, the go- 
vernment of the counties of Newcaftle, 
Kent, and SufTex, upon Delaware, 
province of Maryland, 
Moft bumhly fi>enx)eth^ 
That the inhabitants of thefe colo- 
nies, unanimouily devoted with the 
warmefl fentiments of duty and affec- 
tion to your Majefty s facred perfon 
and government, inviolably attached 
to the prefent happy eftabliihment of 
the proteftant fucceffion in your illui^ 
trious houfe, and deeply feniible ^i 
your royal attention to their profpe- 
rity and happineis, humbly beg leave 
to approach the throne, by reprcfeut- 
ing to your Majefty, that thefe colo- 
nies were originally planted by fub- 
je(5ts of the BritilU crown, ¥rho, ani- 
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mated with the fpirit of liberty, €n« 
conraged by your Majefty's royal pre^ 
decelTors, and confidii^ in the pub- 
lic faith, for the oijoyment of all the 
rights and liberties eflential to free- 
dom, emigrated from their native 
coontry to this colitinenr, ahd bf 
their fuocefsful - perfeverance in the 
mid(): of innumerable dangers and' 
difficulties, together with a profufioii 
of their blood and treafure, have hap- 
pily added tliefe vaft and Valuable 
dominions to the empire of Great- 
Britain. That for the enjoyment of ^ 
thefe rights and liberties, feveral go- 
vemmehts were early formed in the 
faid colonies, with full power of le- 
giflation, agreeable to the prindplear 
of t^e £ngli(h conftitution. 

That under thofe governments, 
thefte liberties, thus veiled hi their 
anceflors, jOvd tranfmitteet to' their 
poftprity, have been exercifed and 
enjoyed, and by the ineftimable blef- 
fings thereof (under the favour of A I- ,, 
mighty God) the inhoipitaB^edefarts 
of America have been converted inte 
fiouriihing countries ; fcience, huma- 
nity, and the knowledge of divine 
truths, difFufcd through remote re- 
gions of ignorance, infidelity, and 
barbarifm $ the number of Britifh 
fab}e6b wonderfully increafed, and' 
the wealth and power of Great-Bri- 
tain proportionably augmefnted. 

That by means of thefe fettlemcntj, 
and the uitparallellei fuccefs of your 
Majefty's arms, a foundation is now * 
laid for rendering the Britifh empire ' 
the moft extenfiVe and powerful of 
any recorded in hiftory. Our con- 
nexion with this empire, we efteem 
our ^reateft happineis and fecurity, ' 
and numbly conceive it may now be 
fo eftabliihed by your royal wifdom, 
as to endure to the lateft period of 
time; this, with moft humble fub- 
milfion to your Majefty, we appre- 
hend will be moft effeftually accom- 
pliihedi by fixing the pillars thereof 
on liberty and juftice, and fecuring 
the inherent rights and Hbtrties of 

\ your 
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your fubjeas here, upon the princi- 
ples of the Englifh conilitudon. , To 
this conftitadon thefe two principles 
areeifendaly the right of your faith- 
ful fubjeds, freely to grant to your 
Majefty, fuch aids as are required for 
the fupport ^of yqpr government over 
them> and ^thcr public exigendes, 
and trials by their peers : by the one 
they arc fecured from unreafonable 
impofidons ; and by the other from 
arbitrary decifions of the exccudve 
power. 

Thecopdnuadonof thefc liberties 
to the inhabitants of America we ar- 
dei^tly implore, as abfolutely neceiTary 
to unite the feveral parts of your wide 
extended 'dominions, in that harmony 
fc eflcndal to the prefervation and 
liapjpittef* of the whole. Proteded in 
thcfe libcrdes, the emoluments Great 
Britain receives from us, however 
great at prefent, are inconfiderable, 
compared with thofc ihc has the faireft 
profped of acquiring. By this pro- 
tcAi<ln ihc will for ever fecure to her- 
fclf the advantage of conveying to all 
Europe, the merchandifes which 
America furniihes, and of fupplying 
through the fame channel whatever 
is wanted from thence. Here opens 
a boundlefs fource of wealth and na- 
val ftrength ; yet thefe immenfe ad- 
vantages, by the abridgement of thofe 
invaluable rights and liberties, by 
which our growth has been nouriihed, 
are in danger of being for ever loft ; 
and oar fubordinate legiflatures, in 
cffed, rendered ufelefs, by the late 
a£b of parliament impofmg duties 
and taxes on thefe colonies, and ex- 
tending the jurifdiaion of the courts 
of admiralty here, beyond its ancient 
limits : ftatutes by which your Ma- 
jefty's commons in Britain undertake 
abfolutely to difpofe of the property 
of their fellow lubje6ls in America, 
without their confent, and for the en- 
forcing wherco*,^ they arc fubjeacd, 
^ to the determination of a iingle judge 
in a court unreflrained by the wife 
rules of the common law, the birth« 



right of Englifhmen, and the fale* 
guard of their perfons and properdea. 

The invaluable rights of taxing 
Qurfelves, and trial by our peers, of 
which we implore your Majefty'a 
protedion, arc not, ^ we moit humbly 
conceive unconftitudonal ; but con- 
firmed by the great Charter of Englifh 
liberty. On the firft of thefe rights 
the honourable the houfe of conunon» 
found their pradice of originating 
money bills, a right enjoyed by the 
kingdom of Ireland, by the clergy of 
England, undl reliuquilhed by.them- 
felves, a right, in fine, which all 
other your Majefty's Engliih fubjeds, 
both within and without the realm, 
have hitherto enjoyed. 

With hearts, therefore;, impreiTed 
with the mofk indelible charaders of 
gratitude to your MajeHy, and to the 
memory of the kings of your iliuilii* 
ous houfe, whofe reigns have been 
fignaily diftinguifhed by their auipi- 
cious influence on the proiperity of 
the Bridih dominions, and convinced 
by the moft affeding proofs of. your 
Majefty's paternal love to all your 
people, however diftant, and your 
unceafing .and benevolent deiires to 
promote their happineis, we moft 
humbly befeech your Majeily, that 
you will be graciouily pleafed to take 
into your royal coniideration the diA> 
trefTes of your faithful fubje^b on this 
continent,, and to lay the fame before 
your Majefliy's parliament, and to 
afford them fuch relief, as .in your 
royal wifdom their unhappy circum* 
dances ihall be judged to require. 

jfn^ your petitioners as in duty bom^ 
nmllpray^ 

Thei memorial to the lords in par- 
liament was read and compared, and - 
is as follows, viz. 
To the right honourable the Lords fpi- 

ritual and temporal of Great^Britain, 

in parliament aj/hnhled. 

The Memorial of the freeholders 
and others inhabitants of the MaiTa- 
chufetts-bay, Rhode-Ifland, and Pro- 
vidence plantations, , . ■, 

New- 
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Ncw-Jcrfey, Pennfylvania, the go- 
vernment of the counties of New- 
caflle, Kent, and Suffex, upon De- 
laware, province of Maryland^ 
Mtji humbly Jheiveth^ 

That' his Majelly's liege fubje6b 
In His American colonies, though they 
acknowledge a due fubordination to 
that auguft body the Britiih parlia- 
ment, are entitled, in the opinion 
of yourmemorialiAs, to all the inhe- 
rent rights and liberties of the natives 
of Great-Britain, and have ever fince 
the fettldment of the faid colonies 
exercifed thofe rights and liberties, 
as far as their k>cal circumilances 
would permit. 

That your memorialifb humbly 

conceive one of the moft eifential 

^rights of thcfe colonies, which they 

have ever, till lately, uninterruptedly 

enjoyed, to be trial by jury. 

That your memoriaUils alio hum- 
bly conceive another of thefe eifential 
jights to be, the exemption from all 
taxes, but fuch as are impofed on the 
people by the feveral legiilatures in 
thefe colonies, which right alfo they^ 
have till of late, freely enjoyed. 

But your memorialifts humbly beg 
leave to rcprefent to your lordfliips, 
that the ad for granting certain 
ilamp-dttties in the Britifli colonies in 
America, &c. £lls his MajeHy's 
American fubjeds with the deepeft 
concern, as it tends to deprive them 
of the two fundamental and invalua- 
ble rights and liberties above-men- 
tioned, and that feveral other late 
zSLs of parliament, which extend the 
jurifdi&on and powers of courts of 
admiralty in the plantations, beyond 
their limits in Great-Britain, thereby 
make an unneceflary and unhappy 
diftindion as to the modes of trial, 
between us and our fellow fubjedts 
therCf by whom we never have been 
excelled in duty and loyalty to our 
Sovereign. 

Tha{ from the natural conne£lion 
between Great- Britain and America, 
the perpetual continuance of which 
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your memotialiftf moft ardently de* 
fire, they conceive that nothing can 
conduce more to the intered of both^ 
than the colonics free enjoyment of 
their rights and liberties, and aa 
affe^onateintercourfe between Great 
Britain and them. But your memo- 
rialifts (not waving their claim to 
thefe rights, of which with the moft 
becoming veneration and deference 
to the wi/dom and jufticp of your lord- 
fliips, they apprehend they pannot 
reafonably be deprived) humbly re* 
prcfent. That from the peculiar cir- 
cumftances of thefe colonies, the du- • 
ties impofed by the aforefaid a^, and 
feveral other late ads of parliament, 
are extremely grievous and burthen- 
, fomc, and the payment of the faid 
duties will very foon, for want of 
fpecie, become abfolutely impra£d- 
cable; and that the reftridions on 
trade, by the faid ads, will not only 

freatly diflrefs the colonies, but mufl: 
e extremely detrimental to the trade ■ 
and true interefl of Great-Britain. 

Your memorialifts, therefore, in^ 
prefled with a^ juft fenfe of the unfor* 
tunate circumftances of the colonies,' 
and the impending deftrudive confe- % 
quences which muft nece^arily enfue 
from the execution of thofe ads, ani- 
mated with the warmeft fentiments 
of filial afi^edion for their mother- 
country, moft earneftly end humbly 
entreat. That your lordftiips will be 
pleafed* to hear their counfel in fup- 
port of this memorial, and take the 
premiffes into your moft ferious con- 
fideration, and that your lordftiips 
will alfo be thereupon pleafed to pur- 
fue fuch. meafures for reftoring the 
juft rights and liberties of the colonies, 
and preferving them for ever invio- 
late, for redrcfling their prefent, and 
preventing future grievances, thereby 
promoting the united intereft of Great- 
Britain and America/ as to your lord- 
ftiips, in your great wifiiom, fliall 
feetn moft conducive and eftedual to 
that important end. 

And 
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And your num9rgai(fis as tm duty hound 
%uill wtr fray* 
WedntJdAyy 0£i. Zj, 1765, K* M. 
t The congrefs met agcording to ad- 
; journment. 

The pemion to tke houfc of com- 
mons being ingrofTed) was read and 
compared, and is as follows^. viz< ' 
yl? the honourable the knights ^ citi^ens^ 
and bwrgejfes of Groat-Britain, in 
farlia9nsfU aJJemhletL 
The Peiitibn of his Majefty's duti- 
ful and loyal fubjeftsi the freeholders 
and other inhabitants t)f the colonies 
^ of the Maflachufctts-bay, Rhode- 
lilaiid^ and Providence plantations, 
, , New-Jcriey, 

Pennifylvania, the govermnent of the 
' counties of Newcaftle, Kent, and 
Sttifex, lipon Delaware> Maryland. 
M4ft humbly Jh&weth^ 
That the feveral late adls of par- 
liament, impofing divCTs duties and 
taxes on the colonies, aiid laying the 
V trade and commerce thereof under 
-very burthenfome reftridions, but 
«lM>ve all the ad for. granting and 
applying certain ftattip duties, &c, in, 
America, have filled them with the 
#» ^e^ft concern and furprize ; and 
;<hey humbly conceive the execution 
-ef them will be attended with conie- 
t|uences very injurious to the con^mer- 
cial interefl of GreatnBritain and her 
colonies, aaicl mufl terminate in the 
eventual ruin of the latter. 

Your petitioners therefore moft ar- 
dently implore the attention of the 
Jionourable houfe, to the united and 
dutiful reprcfentation of their circum- 
Jftances, and to their earneft fuppli- 
cations for relief, from thofe regala- 
tions which have already involved 
this Continent in anxiety, eonfuilon, 
And didrefs. 

We moft fmcerely recognize our 
allegiance to the crown, and acknow- 
ledge all due fubordination to the 
.pafliament of Great-Britain, and 
ihall always retain the moft grateful 
' fcnfe of their affiftance and prbte^on. 
It is from and under the Englifti con- 
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ftitutiot), we derive all our civil an J 
religious rights and liberties : we 
glory in being fubje^s of the Jbeft of 
kings, and having been born under 
the moft perfeft form of government ; 
but it is with moft inelFable and hu- 
miliating forrow, that we find our- 
felves , of 1 ate, deprived of the right 
of granting our own property for his 
Majefty's iervice, to which our lives 
iand fortunes are ^ entirely devoted, 
and to which, on his royal requifi- 
tions, we have ever been ready to^ 
contribute to the utmoft of our abili- 
ties. 

We have alfo the misfortune to find, 
that air the penalties and forfeitures 
mentioned in the Aamp a&, and in 
divers late afts of trade extending to 
the plantations, are, at the eledtiont 
of the informer, recoverable in any 
court of admiralty in America. Thisv 
as the newly ereded court of admi- 
ralty has a general jurifdiftion over 
all Britifh America, renders his Ma- 
jefty's fubjeds in thefe colonies, lia- 
ble to be carried, at "an immenfe ex- 
pence, ffoni one end of the contineilt 
to the other. 

It gives us alfo great pain to fee a 
manifeftdiftindtion made therein, be- 
tween the fubjcfts of our mother- 
country, and thofe in the colonies^ 
in that the like penalties and forfeit- 
ures recoverable there only in his Ma- 
jefty's court of record, are made cbg- 
nizablehere by a court of admiralty: 
by thefe means we feem to be, in 
effect, unhappily deprived of two pri- 
vileges effential to freedom, and 
which all Englifhmen have ever con- 
fidered as their beft birthrights, that 
of being free from all taxes but fuch 
- as they have con fen ted to in perfon, 
or by their reprefentatives, and df 
trial by their peers. 

Your petitioners further fticW, 
That tlie remote fituation, and other 
circumftances of the colonies, rendtr 
it impra&icable that they ihould be 
reprelented, but in their refpeftii« 
fobordinate legiflature; and. the^ 

humbly 
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humbly conceive, that the parlFament, 

adhering ftriiftly to the principles of 
tHe c^nlHtution, have never hitherto 
taxed any but tho/e who were adually 
therein reprefcntcd ; for this reafbn^ 
we humbly apprehend, they never 
have taxed Ireland, or any other of 
the Aibje^ts without the realm. 

But were it ever fo clear, that the 
colonies might in law be reafonably 
deemed to be reprefented in the ho- 
nourable hoafe of commons, yet we 
conceive, that very good reafons, 
from inconvenience, from the princi- 
ples of true policy, and from the ipi- 
rit of the Bntilh conftitution, may be 
adduced to fhew, that it would be for 
the real interelt of Great-Britain, as 
well as her colonies, that the late re- 
gulations ihould be refcinded, and 
the fevcral adls of parliament impo- 
fmg duties and taxes on the colonies, 
and extending the jurifdidlion of the 
courts of admiralty here, beyond 
their a:ncient limits^ ihould be re- 
pealed. 

We fhall not attempt a minute de- 
tail of all the reafons which the wif- 
dom of the honourable houfe may 
%geft, on this occafion, but would 
humbly fubmit the following parti- 
culars to their confideration. 

That money is already becbme 
very fcarce in thefe colonies, and is 
ftill decreafing by the neceffary expor- 
tation of fpecie from the continent, 
for the difcharge of our debts to 
Britilh merchants. 

That an immenfely heavy debt is 
yet due from the colonies for Britiih 
Aianufaftures, and that they are ftill 
heavily burthen ed with taxes to dif- 
charge the arrearages due for aids 
granted by them in the late war* 

That the balance of trade will ever 
bemuch againft the colonies, and in 
favour of Great-Britain, whilft we 
confume her manufadures, the de- 
mand for which muft ever increafe in 
proportion to the number of inhabi- 
tants fettled here, with the means of 
purchafing them. We therefore hum* 
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hly conceive it to be the intereft of 
Great-Britain^ to increafe, rather 
tha¥i diminifli, thofe means, as the 
profits of all the trade of the colonies 
ultimately center there to pay for her 
manufadures, as we are not allowed 
to purchafe elfewhere; and by the 
confumption of which, at the ad« 
vanced prices the Britilh taxes oblige 
the makers and venders to fet on 
them, we eventually contribute very 
largely to the revenue of the crown. 

That from the nature of American 
buiiners> the multiplicity of fuits and 
papiers ufed in matters of fmall value, 
in a country where freeholds are fo 
minutely divided, and property fo 
frequently transferred, a ftamp duty 
mufi ever be very barthemfome and 
unequal. 

That it is extremely improbable 
that the honourable houfo of commons 
fhould, at all times> be thoroughly 
acquainted with our condition, and 
all fads requiiite to a juft and equal 
taxation of the colonies. 

It is alfo humbly fubmitted. Whe- 
ther there be not a material diftinc- 
tfon in reafon and found policy, at 
leaft, between the neceffary excrcife 
of parliamentary jurifdidion in gene- , 
ral a6ls, fo^ the amendment of the 
common law^ and the regulation of 
tfade and commerce through the 
whole empire, and the excrcife of 
that jurifdiclion, by impofing taxes 
on the colonies. 

That the feveral fubordinate pro- 
vincial legiflatures have been moulded 
into forms, as nearly refembling that 
of their mother-country, as by his 
M^jefty's royal predeceffors was 
thought convenient ; and their legif- 
latures feem to have been wifely and 
gfacioufly eftabiifhed, that the fubjedls 
in the colonies might, under the due 
adminiftration thereof, enjoy the hap- 
py fruits of the Britiih government, 
which in their prefent circumftances 
they cannot be fo fully and clearly • 
availed of, any other way under thefe 
forms of government we and our 
F anceftors 
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ancellors have been born or fettled^ 
and have had our lives, liberties and 
properties protected. The people 
here, as every where elfe, retain a 
great fondnefs for their old ciiftoms 
and ufages, and we truft that his 
M^eHy's fervice^ and the intereft of 
the nadon, fo far from being ob- 
ibmded, have been vaftly^ promotea 
by the provincial legiilatures. 

That we efteem oaf connedllons 
with, and dependance on Great<-Bri- 
tain^ as one of our greateft ble£ings, 
and apprehend the latter will appear 
to be fufiidently fecure» when it is 
confidered, that the inhabiunts in 
the colonies have the mod unbounded 
afedtion for his Majefty's perfon, 
'family and government, as well as 
for the mother-country, ^ and that 
their fubordination- to the parliament, 
is univerfally acknowledged. 

We, therefor^, moft humbly en* 
treat. That the honourable houfe 
would be pleafed to hear our couniel 
in fupport of this petition, and take 
our diftreffed and deplorable cafe into 
their ferious conlideration, and that 
the afts and claufes of ads, fo griev- 
oufly reftraining our trade and Com- 
merce, impofing duties and taxes on 
our property, and extending the ju- 
rifdidion of the court of admiralty 
beyond its ancient limits, may be re- 
pealed ; or that the honourable houfe 
would otherwife relieve your petition* 
ers, as in your great wifdom and 
goodnefs (hall feem meet. 

And your petitioners as in duty bound 
frail ever pray. 

Then the congrefs adjourhed till 
to-morrow morning, ten O'clock, 
Tbur/day, O^oher 24, 1765. 
The congrefs met according to ad- 
journment. 

The congrefs took into coriftdcra- 
tion the manner in which their feve- 
ral petitions fhould be preferred and 
folicited in Great-Britain, and came 
to the following determination, viz. 

It b recommended by the congrels, 
to the feveral cok)nies, to appoint 
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fpecial agents for folidting rdief from 
their great grievances, and unite 
their utmoft intereft and endeavours 
for that parpofe. 

Voted unanimoufly. That the clerk 
of this congrefs (ign the minutes of 
their proceedings^ and deliver a copy 
for the ufe of each cojony and pro- 
vince. 

By order of the congrefs, 

John Cotton., Clerk. 
Savannah in Georgia ^ Sept, 6, 1 76 5. 
(COP V.) 
Sir, 
Your letter dated in June laft, ac- 
quainting me, that the houfe of re- 
prefentadves of your province, had 
unanimoufly agreed to propofe a meet- 
ing at the city of New- York, of com- 
mittees, from the houfes ofrcprefen-* 
tatives of the feveral Britifti colonies 
on this continent, on the firft Tuef- 
day in Oflober next, toconfult toge- 
ther on the prefent drcumllances of 
the colonies, and the difficulties to 
which they are, and muft be reduced, -. 
by the operation of the a^ of parlia-> 
ment for laying duties and taxes oa 
the colonies, and to cOnfider of an 
humble reprefentation of their condi- 
tion to his Majefty and the parlia- 
ment, and to implore relief, came 
to hand at an unlucky ieafon, it be- 
ing in the recefs of the general af- 
fembly of this province; neverthe- 
lefs, immediately upon the receipt of 
your letter, I difpatched expreiles to 
the feveral rep refentatives of this pro- 
vince, acquainting them with the 
purport thereof, and requelling them, 
to meet at this place without delays 
and accordingly they met here on 
Monday laft, to the number of fix- 
teen, being a large majority of ^e 
reprefen tatives of this province, the 
whole fionlifting of twenty-five per- 
fbns ; but his excellency our governor 
being applied to, did not think it 
expediest to call them together on 
the occafion, which is the reafon of 
their not fending a committee, as 
propofed by your houfe, for you may 

be 
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be aiTured^ Sir, that no reprefentatives 
on tliis connn^^nt can more fincerely 
concur in the meafiires propofed, than 
do the reprefentatives of this pro- 
vince now met together, neither can 
any people, as individuals, more 
warmJy e^ufe the comnion caufe of 
the colonics, than do the people of 
this province. 

The gentlemen now prefent, re- 
queft it as a favour, you'll be pleafed 
fo fend me a copy of fuch repre- 
ientation as may be agreed upon by 
the feveral committees at New- York, 
and to acquaint me how, and in what 
manner, the fame is to be lain before 
the king and parliament, whether by 
any perfon particularly authorifed for 
that purpofc, or'by the colony/agents. 
The general aJSembly of this province 
ftands prorogued to the 2 2d day of 
October next, which is the time it 
generally meets fo^ the diipatch of 
the ordinary bufinefs of the province ; 
and I doubt not the reprefentatives of 
this province will then, in their legif- 
lative capacity, take under confidie- 
ration the grievances fo ju&ly com- 
plained of, and tranfmit their fenfe 
pf the fame to Great-Britain, in fuch 
way as may feem bed calculated to 
obtain redrefs, and fo as to convince 
the filler colonies of their inviolable 
attachment to the common cauie. I 
am. Sir, yoi;r moil obediei^t, and 
;noll humble fervant, 

Alexander Willy. 
To Samuel White, Efy. Speaker of ' 

the Houfe of Reprefentatives of 

Majfacbufetts, l^c. 

New^ Bampjkire* 
Mr. Speaker laid before the houfe 
a letter from the honourable Speaker 
of the honourable houfe of repre 
fentatives of the province of the 
Maflachufetts-bay, to the 3|>eaker of 
this affembly, propoiing a meeting of 
committees, from the feveral aifem- 
blies of the Britiih colonies on the 
continent, at New-York, to cqnfider 
of a general, uiuted, dutiful, loyal. 
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and humble reprefentation of our cir- 
eumftances, and for imploring his 
Majcfty and the parliament for relief: 
which being read, 

Refolvcd, That notmthftanding we 
are fenfible ftich reprefentation ought 
to be made, and approve of the pro- 
pofed niethodfor obtaining thercofi 
yet the prefent Situation of our govern- 
mental affairs will not permit us to 
appoint a committee to attend fuch 
meeting, but fhall be ready to join in 
any addrefs to his Majefty and the 
parliament we may be honoured with 
the knowledje of, probable to anfwer 
the propofed end. ' 

A. Clarkson, Clerk. 

The two foregoing letters are true 
copies from the original. 

Atteft. Jqhn Cotton, Clerk, 

Adjourned to to-morrow morning 
oine o'clock. 

Friday^ OSoher 25, 1765. 

The congfefs met according to ad* 
joumment. 

Time not permitting the clerk to 
make copies at large, of the proceed- 
ings of the congrefs, for all the co- 
lonies, they think it proper, fhould 
be furniihed therewith; 

Refolved, That the gentlemen from 
theMaiTachufetts-bay be reaueded to 
fend a copy thereof to the colony of 
New Hampfliire ; the gentlemen of 
Maryland to Virginia ; and the gen- 
tlemen of South Carolina to Georgia, 
and North Carolina. Signed peir 
order, J. Cotton, Clerk. 

An'account of the difpofition of the 
^.500 granted by ordinance, and 
received of the treafurer, by Wil- 
liam' Mordpck, Edward Tilghman, 
and Thomas Ringgold. 

To caifa p^d the whole l 

expcnccs of the c<Hn- I £^, s, d. 
mittee to New- York, [13814 | 
there and back again. J 

To ca(h paid exprefs to > 
New York, to give V i j 
notice of our coming, j * 

f ? T0 
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Brought over 

To paid for exprefs, to 

fend a cop 

proceedings 

Speaker of \ _ 
To paid for a bill of ex- "^ 

change, to remit to | 



: over * - i 
I for exprefs, to "I 
a copy of our I 
ledings to the f 
ker of y irg^nia. J 
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Charles Garth, Efq; I 

with the addrefs and ^247 IQ, 
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gold, C*V^» ^^ 5/^ P^^ ^^'* ^ 
fqllpws/. 

409 Spanifh piftoles, at 27/ 53-23 
5 Half Johannes, at 57^6. 14 7 6 
4 French piftoles,^ at 26/6. 5 6 
I Moidore, - - - 236. 
I H^lf ditto, ., * * I I 9 



petitions 150/, fter- | 
ling, at 65 per cent. | 
exchange. J 
Cafh remaining in hand ") 
1 27 piftoles, and 1 172 
l8/B, ' J 

575 
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S I R, OBfihridy 1765. 
We had the honour to be appointed 
by the houfe of reprefentatives of the 
province of Maryland, a committee, 
to meet committees of the members of 
afTembly of the other colonies on this 
continent, at New York, the firft of 
this inftant, to join in a general, and 
united, dutiful, loyal, and humble 
reprefentation of the condition of thofe 
colonies, to his Majefty and the par- 
liament, and to implore relief from 
the grievous burthens lately laid upon 
our trade, and the taxes and duties 
lately impofed on us, cfpecially by 
the Stamp- a£i. 

Accordingly members from nine 
colonies met, to wit, from the Maf- 
fechufetts-bay, Connedticiit, Rhode- 
iiland and Providence plantations, 
New-York, New^Jcrfey, Penrifyl- 
yania, the government of the coun- 
ties of Newcaftle, Kent, and Suflex, 
upon Delaware, Maryland, and South 
Carolina, but as you'll find the ad- 
drefs, &c. figned only by members 
j^m fix of thofe colonies, it may be 
proper to acquaint you with the 
reaibns why they did not all fign, 
though they all concurred with the 
proceedings. 

The iieutenant-gpycmor of New- 
yprk prorogued their affembly from 
?ime to time, fo that their houfe had 
not an opportunity of appointing 
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members with full powers to join,^ 
and fign the addrefs, &c. Yet the 
affembly of New- York having, at 
their laft meeting, appointed five of 
their members as a committee, not 
only to correfpond with their agent at 
homcj but alfp during the reCefs of 
the houfe, to write to and correfpond 
with the. feveral afTemblies, or com- 
mittees of afTemblies on this con- 
tinent, on the fubjed matter of the 
feveral late a6ts of parliament, fo 
grievous and dangerous to their colo- 
nies, it was thought proper to admit 
this committee to join in the con- 
ferences, and they agreed to what 
was done, and prom^fed to u{€ their 
endeavours with their affembly tQ 
concur alfo whenever they fhould be 
permitted to meet. 

The South-Carolina afTembly, not 
rightly vie^\dng the propofal (which 
originally came from the afTembly of 
the government of the MafTachufetts - 
bay) as it was intended that the 
fev^i'al committees, when met, Ihould 
frame and fign an addrefs to his Ma- 
jefty, ana memorial and petition to 
the parliament, to be immediately 
difpatched by the congreis, inftrufted 
their members (Meflrs. Lynch, Rut- 
ledge, and Gadfden) to return their 
proceedings fo them for approbation. 
The Connedicut afTembly made the 
fame reflri^ons in Aeir inftru^tions. 

, The 
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The aJTembly alfo of New Hampfliire 
wrote, that they had refolved. That 
notwithftanding they were fenfible 
fuch a reprefentation ought to be 
made, and approved of the propofed 
method for obtaining thereof, yet tke 
prefent iituation of their governmental 
affairs would not permit them to ap- 
point a committee to attend fuch 
meeting, but Ihould be ready to join 
in any addrefs to his Majefty and the 
parliament they might be honoured 
with the knowledge of, probable to 
anfwer the propoied end : and the 
Speaker of the aflembly of Georgia 
wrote, that a majority of their mem- 
bers had applied to the governor to 
call their aflembly, and he did not 
think it expedient, which was the 
reafon they did not fend a committee 
as propofed, but requefted us to tranf- 
init a copy of our proceedings to 
them (which will be done) and that 
their aflembly would meet about this 
time, and he did not doubt but they 
fhould aft fo as to convince the fifler 
colonies of their inviolable attachment 
to the common caufe : we alfo under- 
ftood the North- Carolina, and we 
know the Virginia aifembly was pro- 
rogued, whereby they could not have 
the opportunity of joining us ; fo that 
we doubt not but the colonies wlxo 
have not figijed, will very fpeedily 
tranfmit fimilar addreffes, &c. if their 
aflemblies fhould not be hindered 
from meeting : and to this purpofe, 
we hope you'll foon hear from the 
affembly of South- Carolina. By the 
gentlemen of that colony we were fa- 
voured with a fight of your late letters, 
and informed of ygur careful and fpirit- 
cd conduct with regard to the interefts 
of that colony, and that, together with 
your declaration which we find in thofe 
letters, that you enjoy an independent 
feat in the Britifh parliament, induced 
m (as we have no eliablifhed agent at 
prefent, for this province, nor have 
yet been able to obtain a law to tax 
ourfelve^ for that purpofe) to trouble 
you with our requeft,^that you will 
prefent the inclofed addrefs to his 
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Majefty, and memorial and petitioa 



to the houfes of parliament, and exert 
your utmoft interefl and abilities ia 
behalf of this poor diflrefled country* 
and of this province in particular. 

We hope, as there is a change ia 
the miniflry, and a^ the gentlemen in 
the houfe of commons may, at their 
next meeting, take a more enlarged 
view of the true intereft of Great* 
Britain and her colonies, they wlU 
find it to be in fupporting the rights 
and encouraging the trade of the 
latter, and that the happinefs of the 
mother-country and her colonies muft 
be infeparable, and that we ihall 
obtain relief. 

The feyeral committees agreed to 
recommend it to their refpedive co- 
lonies, to appoint fpecial agents oa 
this occafion, and to infbud them to 
unite their utmofl intereft and en- 
deavours for that purpofe. One ad- 
drefs, Sec. was tranfmit ted by the 
gentlemen of the Maflachafetts go- 
vernment, immedia*tcly to their aeent 
(Mr. Jackfon we underftood) and we 
exped the other colonies will have 
duplicates fent to their agents, and 
we hope will all unite in expence and 
inilrudtions, to have able counfel be- 
fore both the lords and commons, as 
our petitions pray. 

We were intrufled with the dif- 
pofition of fome money upon this oc- 
cafion, and inclofe you a bill of 
exchange, on Meflrs. Capel and Of- . 
good Hanbury, for one hundred and 
fifty pounds flerling, as a compear 
fation for your trouble and expence in 
this affair. We doubt not our af- 
fembly will approve of what we do in 
this matter ; and as they are to meet 
the lafl of this month, we fhall lay 
our proceedings before them, and it 
is probable they will write you more 
fully, and furnifh you with fuch 
further infb-udtlons and arguments as 
may appear to them to be proper to 
be given and urged on this occafion » 
in behalf of the colonies. We are, 
your moll obedient fervants. 
{End of the proceedings of the Congrefs.) 

The 
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The fom e)cpe6xd to be raifed by the 
lUmp-diity^ was £. loo^ooofer atmum. 

On the 9th of Julv 1765, the board 
of trcafoiy (in London) entered upon 
ikeir books the following minute: 
^« That, in order to obviate the in- 
coKvenienee of bringing into this 
ktngdom the money to be raifed by 
the ftamp duties, all the produce of 
the American duties, ariiing or to 
ariic by virtue of any Britifh aft of par- 
Iiament^ ftiould from time to time be 
jNtid to the deputy p^y-mafter in Ame- 
rica, %o defray die fubiiftence of the 
tioops, «id any military expcnccs in- 
curred in the colonies." 

I« June 1765, the king thought 
poper to difmifs his minifters. The 
Mayquis of Rockingham was appoint- 
ed firft lord of the treafury, and 
ethers,, his lordftiip's friends, fuc- 
ceeded to the vacant places. 

The refolutions of the houie of bur- 
|;eflcs of Virginia (in pages 6 and 7) 
being laid before the new board of 
trade, they, on the 27th of Auguft, 
icprefented to the king in council, 
'* That the lefoludons, as they con- 
tain an abfoiute difavowal of the right 
«»f the parliament of Great-Britain to 
impofe taxes upon her colonies, and a 
daring attack upon the con^tution of 
Ass country^ appear to us to require 
an iminediate and ferious attention ; 
smd whatever further meafures your 
Majefty may, with the advice of your 
council, judge proper to be taken 
either for expreffing your royal difap- 
probation of thefc proceedings, or for 
preventing the fatal confequences 
which they naturally tend to produce, 
we think it our duty to fubmit to your 
Majefty's confideration, whether, in 
the mean time, it may not be ex- 
pedient to difpatch immediate inftruc - 
tions to your Majefty's fervants in 
yonr Majefty's colony of Virginia, 
ndio may be concerned in enforcing 
the execution of the law for levying 
the duty upon ftamps, that they do 
each in their fevcral department^ in 
ibpport of the authority of parliament, 
T^ioufly exert themfelves, and, with 
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becoming refolution upon every oc- 
cafion, exadl a due obedience to alf 
the laws of the land." 

This ireprefentation was referred to 
the privy council. 

On the 3d of O£lober, 1765, the 
privy council reported to the king,. 
" TTiat this is a ipatrer of the ntmoft 
importance to the kingdom and legif- 
lature of Great Britain ; and of too 
high a nature for the determination oF 
your Majefty in your privy council, 
and is proper onfy for the confide- 
ration of Parliament.** 

The, refolutions of the other aflcm-- 
blics of the colonies were in like 
manner reprefented to the king hy 
the new board of trade, and referred 
to the privy council, who reported of^ 
them in iimilar terms. 



Parliament, however, did not meet 
for bufinefs till January 1766, when 
the folIoMiing papers were laid beior^ 
both houfes. 
Copy of a letter from Mr. Secretary Con-^ 

ivayy toLievtenant Governor Fauquier^ 
S I R, Sept. 14, 1765. ■ 

It is with the greatcft pleafore f 
received his Majefty's commands to? 
declare to you his moft gracious ap- 
probation of your conduct. His Ma- 
jefty and his fervants a^e fatisfied^ 
that the precipitate refolutions yoa 
lent home did not take their rife from 
any remiflnefs or inattention in you ; 
nor is his Majefty at all inclined ta 
fuppofe, that any inftan^e of dif- 
fidence or diflatisfaftion could be 
founded in the general inclination of 
his antient and loyal colony of Vir- 
ginia ; the nature of the thing and 
your reprefentations induce a per- 
fuafion, that thofe ill-advifed refo- 
lutions owed their birth to the violence 
of fome individuals, who taking the 
advantage of a thin aflembly, fo far 
prevailed, as to publifh their own 
unformed opinions to the world as 
the fentiments of the colony. But his 
Majefty, Sir, will not, by the pre^ 
valence of a few men, at a certain 
moment. 
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ttioment, be perfuadcd to change the 
opinion, or l^flTen the confidence, he' 
has always entertained of the colony 
of Virginia ; which has always ex- 
perienced the protcdlion of the crown. 
His Majefty's fervants, therefore, with 
entire reliance on your prudence, and 
on the virtue and wifdom of the 
colony entrufted to your dare, perfuade 
themfelves, that when a full aflembly 
ihall calmly and maturely deliberate 
upon thofe rcfolutions, they will fee, 
and b^ themfelves alarmed at, the 
dangerous tendency and mifchievous 
confequences which they might be 
productive of, both to the mother 
country and the colonies, which are 
the equal objeds of his Majefly's ps.- 
rental care ; and whofe mutual hap- 
pinefs and profperity certainly require 
a confidential reliance of the colonies 
upon the mother country. 

Upon thefe principles. Sir, and 
upon your prudent management, and 
a proper reprefentation to the wife 
and fober part of the people, how 
eameil his Majefty is to extend the 
happy influence of his fatherly care 
over every part of his dominions, it 
18 expedled that a full aflembly will 
form very different refolntions, fuch 
as may cement that union, which 
alone can ellablifli the fafety and 
profperity of the colonies and the 
mother country. 

As there is no intention in the 
crown to attempt, nor in the king's 
fervants to advife, any incroachrtients 
on the real rights and liberties of anv 
part of his Majefty's fubjeds ; fo 
neither will his Majefty undoubtedly 
fubmit, or his fervants advife, under 
any circumftances, that the refpeft 
which is due to parliament, and which 
is neceffary {oY the good of the whole 
Britifh empire, Ihould any where be 
made a facrifice to local and dan- 
jgerous prejudices. 

As this important matter is, how- 

' ever, now before his Majefty's privy 

council, as well as the other con- 

fideration of the dangerous riot and 
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mvttinom behaviour of the people on 
the iixmtiers, i fhall not pitlend to 
give any advice or inftrudtions cm, thefe 
fttbje6ls ; not doubtin?, but yOH 
will fbon have the fnSck from the 
wifdom of that board, m all thoiii 
things, in whidi, by your kft ac« 
counts, the moft eflleatial intereils df 
the colony are fo deeply concenied. 

You will therefore, ifi the mean 
time, be very attentive, by every 
prudent meafure in your power, ac 
once to maintain the jttll rights of the 
firitiih government, and to pitfervtf 
the peace and tranquilfity of the pro- 
vinces committed to your care. 

Bnt as thefe appear to Me matteri 
of government At for his Maje^'i 
more immediate notice and infor- 
mation, I muft beg you will not fidl to 
tranfmit to me fueh occurrences, fjnitk 
time to time» on thefe heads, ai yoit 
may deem of importance in the light 
I mention. I am, &c. 

H. S. CONWAT* 

Extras of a letter from Jir, Secretaty 
Conway, to Major General Gage, 
SIR, O^oher 24, ijS^* 

It is with die greateft concern, that 
his Majefty learns the difturbances 
which have arifen in fome of the 
North American Colonies: thefi^ 
events will prbbably create applica- 
tion to you, in which, the utmoil ex- 
ertion of your prudence may be ne- 
ceffary I fo as juftly to temper your 
condud between that caudon and cool- 
nefs, which the delicacy of fuch a ^-^ 
tuadon may demand (mi one hand, and 
the vigour neceffary to fupprcfe out- 
rage and violence on the other. It is 
impoffible, at this diftance, to affift 
you by any particular or pofidve in- 
Ibruftion, becaufe you will find your- 
felf neceflarily obliged to take yout 
refolutlon as particular circumfknces 
and emergencies may requirfe. 

It is hoped, and cxpedted, thait 
this want of confidence in the juftice 
and tendernefs of the mother coun^ 
tty^ and this open refiilance to its au- 
thority. 
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thcd[t)r> can only have found place 
among the lower ^nd more ignorant 
of the people. The better and wifer 
part of the colonies will know, that 
decency and fubmiifion may prevail, 
not only to redrefs grievances, but to 
obtain grace and favour, while the 
outrage of a public violence can ex- 
peA nothing but feverity and chafUfe- 
ment. You* and all his Majefly's 
fervantSi from a fenfe of your duty 
to, and love of, your country, will 
endeavour to excite and encourage 
thefe fentiments. 

If, by lenient and perfuailve me- 
thods, you can contribute to reflore 
that peace and tranquillity to the pro- 
vinces, on which their welfare and 
happinefs depend, you will do a mofk 
acceptable and eifentialfervice to your 
country: but having taken every 
ftep which the utmoft prudence and 
lenity can dictate, in compaflion to 
the folly and ignorance of fome mif- 
guided people, you will not, on the 
other hand, where your ailiflance may 
be wanted to flrengthen the hands of 
government, fail to concur in every 
'proper meafure for its fupport, by 
tuch a timely exertion of force, as may 
be neceflary to repel ads of outrage 
and violence, and to provide for the 
maintenance of peace and good order 
in the provinces. 

Ccfy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary 
Conway f to Go^-ernor Bernard, 

SIR, Oaober 24, 176c. 

Your letters of the 1 5 th, i6th, 22a, 
and 3 ift of Auguft, have been receiv- 
ed J tlie three former not till yeHer- 
day. 

It is with the greateft concern hi? 
Majefty learns the difturbances which 
have lately arifen in your province, 
th^ general confufion that feems to 
reign there, and the total languor 
and want of energy, in your govern- 
ment, to exert itfelf with any dignity 
or efficacy, for the fuppreflion of tu- 
mults, which feem to ibike at the 
very being of all authority and fubor- 



dinatibn ambng you. His Majerfy 
cannot but, with the greateft fttrprize, 
hear of the refufal of your council to 
call for the aid of any regular force to 
the fupport of the civil magiflracy, at 
a time when, it feems, you had rea- 
fon to think, there was no other 
power capable of providing for the 
peace and quiet of the province. 

Nothing can, certainly, exceed the 
ill-advifed and intemperate conduft 
held by a party in your province, 
which can in no way contribute to the 
removal of any real grievance they 
might labour under, but may tend to 
oblbudl and impede the exertion of 
his Majefty's benevolent attention to 
the eafe and comfort, as well as the' 
welfare, of all his people. 

It is hoped, and expefted, that this 
want of confidence in the juftice and 
tendernefs of the mother country, and 
this open refiftance to its authority^ 
can only have found place among the 
lower and more ignorant of the peo- 
ple ; the better and more wife part of 
the colonies will know, that decency 
and fubmiifion may prevail, not only 
to redrefs grievances, but to obtain 
grace and favour, while the outrage 
of a public violence can expe£l nothing 
but feverity and chaftifement. Thefe 
fentiments, you, and all his Majefty 's 
fervants, from a fenfe of your duty to, 
and love of, your country, will endea- 
vour to excite and encourage: you 
will all, in a particular manner, call 
upon them not to render their cafe 
defperate ; you will, in the ftrongell 
colours, reprefent to them the dread- 
ful confequences that muft inevitably 
attend the forcible and violent refift- 
ance to afts of the Britifh parliament, 
and the fcene of mifery and diftrac- 
tion to both • countries, infeparable 
from fuch a condu6t. 

If, by lenient and perfuafive me- 
thods, you can contribute to reftore 
that peace and tranquillity to the pro- 
vinces, on which their welfare and 
happinefs depend, you will do a moft 
acceptable andeflentialfe;*vice to your 
countr)' ; 
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but hilLTiiig taken eveiy ftcp utmoft exertkn of your prudence wiJI 

be neceiTary, fo as juftly to temper 



country, ^ / =a^ 

whkh the utmoft prudence and lenity 
can diftate, in compaflion to tbe folly 
and ignorance of Come miigaided peo- 
ple, you will ttQt, on tke other handi 
fail to ufe your utmoft power for re- 
pelling all a^ts of outrage aad vio- 
lence, and to provide for t^e main- 
tenanee of peace and good order in 
the province, by fuch a timely exer- 
tion of force, as the occaiion may re- 
quire ; for which purpofe, you will 
Inake the proper applications to Gene- 
ral Gage, or Lord Colvil, command- 
ers of his Majeily's land and naval 
forces in America : for however un- 
willing his Majeiiy may confent to 
the exertion of fuch powers as may 
endanger the fafety of a iingle fub- 
jed, yet can he not permit his own 
dignity, and the authority of the Bri- 
tiOi legiUature, to be trampled on by 
force and violence, and in avowed 
contempt of all order> duty and de- 
corum« 

If the fubjed is aggrieved, he 
knows in what manner legally and 
conftittttionaily to apply for relief : 
but it is not fultable, either to the 
fafety or eUgnity of the Britilh em- 
pire, that 2ii»y individuals, under the 
pretence of redreffing grievances, 
Aould prefume to violate the public 
peace. I am, &c, 

H. S. Conway. 

P. S. The floop ;which carries this 
will cany orders to Lord Colvil, and 
to the Governor of Nova-Scotia, to 
fend to your affi fiance any force which 
maybe thought neceffaryfrom thence, 
and which that province can fupply. 

Co/y of Mr* Secretary Cotnua/s circut 
• lar letter to the Goverriors in North- 
America* 

SIR, Oaoher 2J^, 1765. 

It is with the greateft concern, that 
his Majefty learns the diilurbances 
which have arifen in fome of the 
North- American colonies : if this 
evil Ihould fpread to the Government 
of ■■ , where you prefide, the 



your conduct between that caution 
and CD^Inefs which the delicacy of 
fuch a fituatiott may demand, on the 
one hand, and the vigour necefTary to 
f»pprefs outrage and violence, on the 
other* It is impoffible, at this dif- 
tance, to aflift you, by any particular 
or poiitive inftrudion; becaufe you 
will find yourfelf neceflarily obliged 
to take your refolution, as particular 
circumftances and emergencies may 
require. 

His Majefty, and the fervants he 
honours with his confidence, cannot 
but lament the ill-advifed intemper- 
ance ihewn already in fbme of the 
provinces, by taking up a conduct, 
which can in no way contribute to the 
removal of any real grievance they 
might labour under, but may tend to 
obftrudl and impede the exertion of 
his Majefty's benevolence and atten- 
tion to the eafe and comfort, as well 
as the welfare, of all his people. 

It is hoped and expefted, that this 
want of confidence in the jultice and 
tendernefs of the mother-country, and 
this open refiftance to its authority, 
can only have found place among the* 
lower and more ignorant of the peo- 
ple. The better and wifer part of the' 
colonies will know, that decency and 
fubmiffion may prevail, not only td' 
redrefs grievances, but to obtain grace 
and favour, while the outrage of a 
public violence can expeft nothing 
but feverity and chafHfement. Thefe 
fentiments you, and all his Majefty's 
fervants, from a fenfe of your duty to, 
and love of, your country, will endea- 
vour to excite and encourage. 

You will all, in a particular man- 
ner, call upon them not to render 
their cafe defperate. You will, in 
theftrongeft colours, reprefent to them 
the dreadful confequences that muft 
inevitably attend the forcible and vio- 
lent refinance to ads of the Bririfti 
parliament, and the fcene of mifery 
and calamity to themfelves, and of 
G mutual 
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mutual weaknefs aiid di(lra£tion to 
both countries, infeparaMe from fuch 
a condudl. 

If, by lenient and perfuaiive me- 
thods, you can contribute to rellore 
that peace and tranquillity to the pro- 
vinces, on which their welfare and 
happinefs depend, you will do a moft 
acceptable and eflential fcrvice to your 
country ; but having taken every ftep 
which the utmoft prudence and lenity 
can diftate, in compaffion to the folly 
and ignorance of fome mifguided peo- 
ple, you will not, on the other band, 
fail to ufe your utmoft power, for I'e- 
pelling all ads of outrage and \do- 
lence, and to provide for the main- 
tenance of peace and g6od order in 
the province, by fuch a timely exertion 
of force as the occafion may require ; 
for which purpofe, you will make the 
proper applications to general Gage^ 
or lord Cclville, commanders of his 
Majefly's land atid naval forces in 
America. For however unwillingly 
his Majefty may confent to . Sie 
exertion of fuch powers as may en- 
danger the fafety of a fmgle fubjeft * 
yet can he not permit his own dig- 
liity, and the authority of the Britifh 
legiflature, to be trampled on by 
force and violence, and in avowed 
contempt of all order, duty and de- 
corum. 

If the fubjeft is aggrieved, he 
knows in what manner legally and 
Qonftitutionally to apply for relief; 
but it is not fuitable, either to the 
fafety or dignity of the Britifh empire, 
that any individuals, under the pre- 
tence of redrefling grievances, fhould 
prefume to violate the public peace. 
I am, &c. . 

H. S. Conway. 
P. S. To Go*vermr TVilmot, 
You will probably receive application 
from governor Bernard, to fend 
him part of the force which may 
be v/ithin your government. Lord 
Colville has command to tranfport 
them ; and you will be very atten- 
tive, that the public fervice Ihould 
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fuficf no impediment from any delay 
in you, when fuch application is 
made. 



Extras of a letter from Mr, Secretary 

Comvay, to Major ^General Gage, 
SIR, December i^y ^7^S' 

I Had the favour of your letters of 
the 4th, 8th, aiid 9th of November 
laft, by which I learn^ with the ut- 
moft concern, the diforderefd ftate of 
the province where you refide, and 
the very riotous and outrageous beha- 
viour of too many of the inhabitants. 

I did not fail to lay your difpatches, 
together with thofe of lieutenant- 
governor Golden, before his Majefly, 
who, though highly provoked by fuch 
an iniult offered to his governor there, 
is however pleafed to hear, that mat-, 
ters were not puftied to fuch extremity, 
as might have coft the lives of many 
of his fubjefts, and perhaps have 
tended, as you feem apprehehfive, to 
the great detriment, if not ruin, of 
the town of New- York ; particularly 
if the fort had fired on that infolent 
and infatuated mob which {o pro- 
vokingly approached. The tamper 
fhewn, as well by lieutenant-governor 
Golden, as by the ofHcers there, is 
highly to be commended^ His Ma- 
jefty is willing to fuppofe, that both 
yourfelf and governor Coldeti have 
afted on principles of duty to his 
fervice, in the advice and refblution 
formed to. put the ftampt paper into 
the hands of the magiftrates of New- 
York ; which, however, unlefs the 
necelHty for it appeared very preffing, 
muft certainly be looked upon as a 
ftep greatly humiliating and dero- 
gating to his Majefly's government* 

If the poft was not tenable, or the 
papers infecure there, it Ibould feem 
much preferable to have put them on 
board the man of waf , as was pro- 
pofed : nor does there appear any 
'good reafon, why captain Kennedy re- 
fufed to take them. It is difficult, at 
this diftance, to judge with the fame 
propriety of condu^, to be held on 
occafions 
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OcgiTions of fach difficulty ^d im- 
portance, as on the fpot. Had the 
perfonal fafety of thofe in the fort 
alone been coniidered, I am perfuaded^ 
there woald not have been a moment's 
heiitatioQ about the defence of it, 
againft any attack th^t might rafhly 
have been attenjpted : nor can his 
Majefty fuppofe any want of refolution 
for his fervice, in thofe who have," in 
their different ftations, given fo many 
proofs of their regard to it. It fhould 
otherwife feem, that the reality pf 
the mobs being armed, and prepare^ 
for an adtual attack, fhould have been 
well afcertained befpre tl^e papers 
were given up. 

The ftep you have thought fit to 
take, in drawing together fuch forces 
as their fituation allowed, was cer- 
tainly prudent, and. could not be too 
foon determined, on any pofitive 
grounds, to fufpeft an infurreftion j 
and especially in regard to the fecuring 
his Majefty's ftores, a circumftance 
which will ftill demand your greateft 
attention ; ^nd particularly thofe 
arms, which may be feized by the 
mob for their own mutinous purpofes. 

Your fituation is certainly delicate 
and difficult, it requires both prudence 
and firmnefs in the condu6l of all em- 
ployed in his Majefty's fervice there ; 
efpecially, confidering what you fay 
of the difficulty, or rather impoffibility, 
of drawing any confiderable number of 
men together, and of the impradlica- 
bility of attempting any thing by 
force, in the prefent difpofition of the 
people, without a refpedable body of 
troops. 

You feem to thjfnk there ^e flill. 
hopes, that as the fpirits of thofe 
Unhappy people have time to cool, 
there will be more fubmiffion fhewn ; 
your will not fail, I am perfuaded, 
in your ftatiop, to avail yourfelf of 
every favourable fymptpn) for the im • 
provement of fvich favourable dif- 
pofitions, any more than to exert 
yourfelf, where the neceility of the 
cafe may re^uire^ in fupport of tjie^ 
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honour of government, and for fup- 
preffing any riotous or rebellious re- 
fiftance offered to the laws, or thofe 
magiftrates who have the execution of 
them. 

I hope ray former letters are come 
fafe^ as they ivill have con^ejed to you , 
hii Majefiy*s fentiments and commands 
for your coftdu^, on the firft notice of 
thefe difturbances. 



Copy of a letter from Mr. Secretly 

Con^May, to Lieutenant - Governor 

Colden, 

SIR, December \^ J '^7^S* 

I Have received your letter of the 
5 th of NoviBmber by major James, 
and that of the 9 th of the fame 
month by the pacquet, with the mi- 
nutes of the council of New- York, 
from the 3ifl of oaober to the 6th 
of November, &c.— From your lafl 
letter, I have hopes that time will 
produce a recolle6lion, which may 
lead thefe unhappy people back to a 
fenfe of their duty ; and that, in the 
mean time, t^vexy proper and pradti- 
cable meafure will be taken to awe 
that licentious fpirit, which has hur- 
ried them to thofe afts of outrage and 
violence, equally dangerous to the 
fober and well-difpofed part of the 
people, the eafe and quiet of the city, 
and fubverfive of all order and au- 
thority among them, 

Sir Henry Moore will certainly be 
arrived before this reaches you ; it is 
expeded, therefore. Sir, from your 
knowledge of the country and people, 
that you fhould inform the new go- 
vernor of every thing necefRuy for his 
knowledge, as well refpefting the 
flate of things, as the charadbers and 
difpbfitions of men in that country. 
He will fee that, by his inflrudtions, 
he is empowered to fufpend members 
of the council, and oficers of the law, 
who fhall appear to defire it ; being, 
in that cafe, only obliged to fend 
home immediately the rsafbns and 
cauies of fuch'fufpenfion. It is not 
improbable^ that fuch times as thefe 
G z ntay 
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may require the exerafe of that 
power : as it is i|ot doubted the go- 
vernor will uie it with (Mfcredon, fo 
it is expeded he (hould not want iirm- 
nefs to ufe it boldly, whenever it may 
feem ufefiil to the King's fervice and 
the public peace. 

Oifoher i, 1765. 
Cofy of a Reprefentation of the Lords 
Commi/Jumers for Treuh and Plan- 
taiionsy touching the Fro4eedings and 
Refohaions of the Houfe of Repre- 
fentati'ues of M.a£achufet^ s Bay, 'with 
reffeff to the Acl for le*vying a Duty 
upon Stamps in America, and to other 
A&s of the Parliament of Great 
.Britain, 

Ta the Kin^s Moft Excellent Majejiy, 
May it pleafe your Majefty, 
The. houfe of reprefentatives of 
your Majefty's province of Maffa- 
chiifet's Bay having, laftycar, printed 
and publifiied, in the journals of their 
pioceecUngs, a .letter from a' com- 
mittee of that houfe to their agent 
here ; in which letter the a^ and re- 
foltttions of the parliament of Great- 
Britain were treated with the moft 
indecent difrcfpe<a, and principles 
tending to a denial of the right of 
parliament to levy taxes upon your 
I^ajefty's fubjefts in the colonies, 
were openly avowed ; our predeceiTors 
in office thought it their duty to tranf- 
ttit this tfanfadtion to your Majefty's 
fCOfiiideration, to the end that fuch 
cHredions might Jsc given, as the 
nature ^nd importance of the matter 
fhould appeaa* to require. 

Since this, and fmce the paffing the 
tlSc of parliament for levying a ftamp 
duty in America, the grounds of 
which a^ gave rife to the reflexions 
cpntained xn the above-mentioned 
letter, the fame fpirit that didVated 
the fentiments it- exprefles, has ap- 
peared throughout the whole proceed- 
ings of the faid houfe 4>f repre- 
fentativcs. " • 

Upon the eIe£tion of coimfelkars, 
who, by the conftitution of thia 
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Colony, are annually chofen by the ' 
hOttfe of peprefentatives, the ftrongeft 
endeavours were afed to preclude your 
Majefty's fecretary of ftate, who has 
always been a member of the council 
from his feat at that board ; and this, 
as your Majefty's governor reprefents, 
merely ctn account of his having re- 
ceived an appointment {unfolicited) 
to be a diftributor of the ftamps : and 
the motion made in that houfe, to 
discontinue the annual falary allowed 
for the fupport of your Majefty's go- 
vernor, upon which proceeding we 
have this day made a feparate repre- 
fentation to your Majefty, feems to 
have arifen from the fame motives* 

Thefe, however, being only at- 
tempts of individuals in the com- 
munity, would n6t either have re- 
quired or deferved your Majefty's at- 
tention, in the light in which we 
view* them; but it further appears, 
from the journals of the houfe of re- 
prefentatives in their laft feffion, that 
" this affembly, having thought fit 
to make the propriety aiid expediency 
of the ftamp-»ad, and of other ads of 
parliament, a fabjed of open queftion 
and difcuffion," came to feveral re- 
folutions and proceedings thereupon, 
which they kept fecret till the laft 
day of their feffion, when they pub- 
lifhed them in their printed journals 
—Then follow the refolutions— Then 
the board of trade proceeds thus : 
The objeft of the refolutions and 
proceedings of the houfe. of repre- 
fentatives of Maflachufet's Bay, is 
to recomm.end to, and induce^ the 
reft of your Majefty's colonies in Ame- 
rica, to join in a general congrefs 
of committees from the feveral af- 
feroblies, independent of the other 
branches of the- legiflature,' and with- 
out any pnevious application to your 
Majefty, to confider and deliberate 
upon the aifls of the parliament of this 
kingdom. As this appears to us to 
be the firft inftance of a general con- 
gffefs, appointed by the aflfemblies of 
fee <3o!ome$ without thd authority of 
• the 
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the crown; a meafupcw^ch we con- 
ceive of daftgcrotes tenancy ia itfelf, 
and iflOre eipeckHy fo, when taken 
for the porpofes exprcffed in the 
above-mentioned refoladon, and con^- 
nefted widi the fpirit that has ap- 
peared throughont the whole conduft 
of thk particular affeftibly ; we there- 
fore diink it our iadifpenitble duty to 
fubinit this matter to yotjr Majefty's 
confidera{ion, for fuch direftions as 
your Majefty, with the advice of your" 
council) may think proper and expe- 
dient to give thereupon. 

All which is moft humbly fub" 
raitted, ice, 
Whitiball, Oa. I, 1765. 

Copy of a Reprefentation from the Board 
ofHi^Cy nfL'ith Jfs^eral Papers tranf- 
ndtted, relative to the outrageous Be- 
ha'ur^r of the Petfle at the Tc'wn of 
Bofloriy in Oppojition tojhe St amp- 
Duty A^* Dated Oftober 10, 1765. 
To the King^s Moft Excellent Majefty. 
May it pleaj'eyour Majefty, 
Since'our humble reprefentation to 
your Majefty of the rft inftant, in 
coniequence of fome alarming pro- 
ceedings in the houfe of reprefenta- 
tives, in the province of Maffachufet's 
Bay, we have received letters from 

— , giving 2^1 account of t riot 

of a moft dangerous tendency, which 
had ariien in the town of Boik)n, and 
which, direfting its fury againft the 
boufes and perfons of the lieutenant- 
governor, and other principal officers 
of government, continued with re- 
peated ads of extraordinary violence, 
from the ijth of Auguft to the 26th 
of the fame month ; at which period 
the ttiiftalt feemcd fufpended, ratlier 
tlian allayed. 

In whatever light thefe difturbances 
jnay be vieNved, whether in refpeft of 
the avowed object, which the perpe- 
trators and abettors of them declare to 
be a general refolution, to oppofe and 
prevent the execution of an aft of the 
parliaaient of Great-Britain, or in 
jefpefit (Of the Hate of government and 
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magiftracy there, which . 1^ 

prefents to be utterly incapable of re- " 
fiiHng or fupprefling' thefe tumdts 
and diforder^, they feem to U3 of fach 
high importance, that we lofe no 
time in laying the letters and papers 
relating thereunto before your Ma* 
jcfty, that your Majefty may direft 
fuch meafures to be purfued, as your 
Majefty, with the advice of your 
council, fhall think moft prudent and 
eiFeftual. 

Which is moft humbly fub- 
mitted, &c. 

Philadelphia^ 03, I2, lySl^ , 

Gentlemen, 
Having been confined to my bed 
twenty-five days paft, with a violent 
diforder that was expedted would 
have proved mortal, but thank God 
am now able to fet up in bed, I fliall 
attempt to give you a iketch of not 
only my own conduct, but alfo that 
of the prefbyterians and proprietary 
party here, relative to the ftamp* 
oiHce. 

In May laft I received information 
by a 'letter from Dodor Franklin^ 
that he had recommended me for chief 
diftributor of the ftamps in this pro- 
vince, and thus the matter re (ted, 
until fome gently en to the eaftward 
received their commiffions, where- 
upon xiiobs arofe in feveral of the 
eafterri provinces, and the officers 
were obliged to refign ; but as a 
prelude to the deftruftion and diforder 
made by thofe mobs, the printers in 
each colony, almoft without exception, 
ftufFed their papers weekly, for fome 
time before, with the moft inflam- 
matory pieces they could procure^ 
and excluded every thing that tended 
to cool the minds of the people ; 
fhefe meafures they purfued, until the 
prefbyterians in particular, in every 
colony, began to threaten the ftamp- 
officers ; and thofe gentry in this pro- 
vince, about the beginning of Sep- 
tember, began to be very noify, and 
fome of them faid, I ought to refign ; 

I gave 
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I gave them for anfwer, I had as yet 
no conuniffion, therefore could not 
refign what I had not. However, 
about the middle of September, it 
was reported that the flamps would 
arrive in captain Friend, wI^d was 
then expeded, and thefe riotpus genr 
try began to threaten they )vould 
deftroy the liamps as foon as they 
arrived; I therefore being defirous, 
or as far as in me lay, to preferve the 
tamps, wrote on the 17 th the letter 
(No, I.) to his honour the governor, 
but received no anfwer, and as the 
JIamps did not arrive in Capt. Friend, 
matters relied until Odlober the 2d, 
when I received the paper, (No. II.) 
being a note from Captain William 
Dovel, a tool of the party, and there- 
fore I wrote my anfwer (No. III.) to 
Mr. iDickefon, the owner of the ihip, 
and on the nexNt day I wrote my letter 
(No. IV.) to his honour the governor, 
but received no anfwer, and here 
matters refted until Saturday the 5 th 
of Odlober, when I received informa- 
tion, that the Ihip with the ftamp§ 
was come up to the town that day, 
and that a mob would be colleAed, 
by beating muffled drums through the 
ftreet, and ringing the ftate-houfe and 
church-bells muffled, which was ac- 
cordingly done all the afternoon, bu^ 
at two o'clock the foQ: arrived with 
the mail and packet, and, an^ong 
other things, my comniifllon ; this 
the party ventured to alledge, becaufe 
there was a large packet for mc ; ac- 
cordingly the mob colleded, chie By 
prcfoyterians and prdprietary emif- 
faries, with the Chief Juftice's (Mr. 
William Allen) fon at their head, 
animating and encouraging the lower 
clafs. 

About three o'clock, the following 
perfons; viz. James Tilghman, Efq. 
attorney at law, Meffieurs Robert 
Morris, Charles Thompfon, Archi- 
bald M'Call, John Cox, William 
Richard's, merchants, and Mr. Wil- 
liam Bradford, printers, came to me 
on a deputation from a great, number 



coUeftedat the State-houf«, to requeft 
my refignation. I anfwered, it is 
true, I now have my coninuflion, but 
as two gentlemen are boand for my 
performance, in the fum of j^. 5000, 
I could not refign,. unlefs indemnify 
my bail. Altercations on this head 
took up near an hour (low as I was), 
and at laft they faid, all that was ex- 
pelled of me, was, that I would not 
put the ad in execution in this pro* 
vincc, until his Majefty's further 
pleafure was known, or until the a6l 
fhould be put in execution in the 
neighbouring colonies ; to this I 
thought proper to fignify fome difr 
pofition to comply^ becaufe I had 
many informations by my friends, 
that the mob intended to proceed to 
the laft extremities, if I did not re- 
fign ; upon tliis the deputation with- 
drew to conf^lt tlieir aflbciates, and 
at fix o'clock I received the paper^ 
(No. v.) being a pereiriptory de^ 
mand ; then the matter refted until 
Sunday morning, when having re- 
<?overed my fpirits a little from the 
igtigue of that long altercation afore- 
faid, I looked over the paper, and 
found it more pofitive than what had 
been mentioned the day before, and 
therefore fent for Mr. Charles Thomp- 
fon, one of the deputation, and aiked 
him if they were fincere the day 
before, or whether they came to wire- 
draw what they would iirft, and then 
force the reft, becaufe I obferved the 
paper fent me did not agree with thq 
proportion made to me ;. he faid he 
was fincere, and could only anfwer 
forhimfelf: I replied, wel}, gentle- 
men, you muft loolt to yourfelyes, 
for this is ^ high aiFair^ he made 
anfwer, thus I do not know, but 
hope it will not he deemed rebellion. 
Indeed, Sir, I know no other name 
for it — Well, fays he, I know not 
how it may end, for we have not yet 
determined, whether we will ever 
fuifer the adl to take plac|? here or not, 
and took his leave. On Monday 
inorning, at ten p'clock, the whqje 
deputation 
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deputation came, and I oiFcred them 
the paper (No. VI.}» and after fome 
confttltation among themfelves, they 
objected totheir names being inferted; 
I faid, why. Aire gentlemen, you 
have not done a thing you aie 
aihamed to own ; not in the leaft they 
laid, but- there was no neceffity for 
their names being inferted, nor would 
they receive that refignation ; where- 
upon I faid to Mr. Tilghman, come. 
Sir, take the pen and pleafe yourfelf, 
foi I fee you are determined tp be ar- 
bitrary ; he then took the pen, and 
formed the paper, (No. VII.) and 
when it was tranfcribing, I aflced 
them what they intended to do with 
the flamps, as they aflumed the fu- 
preme power in the province; they 
then looked at one another for a 
while, and feemed fomewhat con- 
fufed; but, at laft, Mr. Tilghman 
replied, we did not come prepared to 
fpeak to that head ; then another re- 
plied, let Mr. Hughes take care of 
them. I anfwered, gentlemen, that 
cannot be, as you have now fixed 
inatters ; for were I to take the ftamps 
into my care, I Ihould have your 
party come about ipy houfe, and pull 
it down, and deftroy both me and 
them. Well, fays another, let i^ 
governor take care of them ; another 
then feys, perhaps the governor will 
call upon Mr. Ilughes to put the ad 
in execution, and when he declines, 
the gorernor perhaps will appoint an 
officer, and the ad may take place. 
Here a general paufe enfued, -but at 
lail one and all cried out, let us fee 
who will dare put the a£l in exe- 
cution ; upon the governor's appoint- 
ment we will take care of that ; by 
this time the paper (No. VII.) was 
tranicribed, and after I had figned it, 
they went away to proclaim it to their 
friends, and the next day I wrote the 
letter (No. VIII.) to the governor, 
and received the under-written verbal 
anfvver by my fon. 

" My health, at this, time, will 
not permit me to be more expeditious 
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on this Very extraordinary tranfadion ; 
what I have faid, is fufficient to 
inform you, gentlemen, and the lords 
commiifioners, that unlefs my hands 
are ftrengthened, it will never be in 
my power to put the ad in execution. 

" Perhaps their lord/hips, and you, 
gentlemen, may exped that the go- 
vernor will exert himfelf on thcoe-, 
caiion, and ilrengthen my hands; 
but this will not happen, for on the 
day, that the n^ob were coUeding, and 
after the drums began to beat^ I am 
informed his honour left the city, 
and prefently after the attorney- 
general, who is recorder of the city, 
left it alfo; whether the lyiayor and 
chief juftice were out of the city, I 
cannot fay, but thi^ is certain, that 
no one magiibate or public officer ap- 
peared abroad the whole day, to dif- 
courage the mob, or to give the leaft 
aid or protedion^ All, therefore, 
that I fhall add on this head, is, that 
if ever my hands are ftrengthened, fo 
as it will be in my power to do my 
duty, as chief difhibutor of the 
ftamps, I ihall not fail to comply 
with the duties of my office in the 
ftrideft manner, and then I hope will 
fufficiently fave my fecurities in their 
lordlhips and your opinion, as it is 
now out of my power to difcharge my 
duty until the face of aftairs are 
changed. 

" In paper (No. 7.) you will ob- 
ferve the three counties upon Delaware 
included in my refignation, the reaibn 
of which was, that on Saturday the 
6th of Odober, a friend of mine pri- 
vately fent up a little boy to inform 
me, that he had reafon to believe a 
mob was uniting in thofe counties, 
and would foon be up at Piiiladelphia. 
This I knew would raife a fecond 
mob, and therefore I did not prevent 
it, and it has had the defired eiFed., 

'* I am now to acknowledge the 
receipt of a letter from the fecretary of 
the ftamp-office, and alfo a bill of 
lading for three cafes and feven 
packs of ftamps for this province, ex- 

cluiive 
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clttfiv€ of ^fe for New JerCty aiid 
Maryland, bat these is neither invoico 
lior bills of parcels, nor any account 
of the prices the ftampt paper or- 
l^archment is to be fi^d at. I have 
leen a printed paper, faid to be the 
prices of the ftamps, &c. but as the 
mil of lading makes me liable to the 
freights, I mould be glad tb know 
whether the freight is included in 
thefe printed papers, or nbt ; if I had 
received the ftamps, I fhould have 
been at a lofe on the ift of November 
}|QW to proceed, but as things now 
Aand, there is time for my being 
Mly informed, and efpecially with 
jefped to the invoice of bills of par- 
cels,, without which it is impaflib!e 
ibr me to know what I- am charged 
with at tJ»e ftamp-oflke, and how far 
Ae goods received agree with the 
charge. 

*« I am further to inform you, that 
I received in the packet fent by your 
fecretary, a bond> which in his letter 
he diredled, I ihould execute befowj 
the governor, or fome other perfon of 
note, and fent it back to the ftamp- 
ofRce by the firft conveyance, which 
I fliould have punftually comjjiied 
with, had I been in healtii, and had 
not our over-ruling gentry the mob 
thought fit to direft otherwife ; how- 
ever, I have the bond in my cuftody, 
and whenever there is a profpecl of 
canyine; the aft into execution, fhall 
not fail to execute the bond, and 
tranfmit it to the ftamp-ofRce by the 
firft opportunity, and alfo do every 
thing in my power faithfully to dif- 
diarge my duty. 

** I am^fiirther to inform you, gen-^ 
demen, that I am extremely ob-* 
noxious to the governor, men kt 
power, and that for no other reaipn, 
than that I have conftantly, while I 
have been in the aflembly, endea- 
voured to promote the king's ^ntereft, 
and given oppofidon to fome fa- 
vourite fchemes that tended to retard 
his Majefty*s fcrvice. 

*• I am alfo unfortunate enough: to 



be particularly hateful to the chief 
joflice, becaufe I have charged him 
in the houie of aiTemUy with being a 
rebel, uport his faying, *' That if 
ever the government was changed, wef 
ihould itnd the king's little finger 
heavier than the proprietor's loins." 
This declaration he made in tike houie 
of afTembly more than once, and I as 
often alkdged, that his allegation 
tended to alienate the afFeftion of the 
fubjcft from the king, and therefore 
was' treafon, and that none but a 
rebel would be guilty of it. Pailb 
am particularly hatefiil to the pro- 
prietary party, becaufe it was my in- 
tereft, aiHduity, and influence in the 
houfe of a/fembly, that eaabled the 
province to fend home Doftor Frank-- 
Ijn, to prefent our petitions fof a 
change of government, from pro- 
j^etory to royal, which i hope is 
effefted by this time. 

*' Since writing |he above, I am 
informed that Benjamin Shoemaker, 
Efq. who is one of the people called 
quakers, alfo an alderman of thi» 
city, met with the drummers as^ they 
were aterming the city, and took 
them to taflc, requiring to know by 
what authority they were endeavour- 
ing to raife a mob, they anfwered, if 
he would go to the State-houfe, he 
might know ; he then a(kcd who 
ordered them to beat about the ftreets, 
they faid, they had their orders from 
the coffee- houfe. [N. B. Kept by 
the before-mentioned Mr. Bradford.] 
Mr. Shoemaker then forbid them t6 
procieed any further, and he faid he 
would go immediately to the mayor 
and have them committed ; they an- 
fwered they could get the mayor's or- 
ders when they pleafed. ButMr, Shoe- 
maker could not find the mayor, nor 
any-^eer to aflift him, and therefore 
was obliged to defift, left he fhould 
draw' the mob upon himfelf and fa- 
mily, and fo have his houfe pulled 
down. 

^' If fome rule and order does not 
take place in America, I am very 

furc 
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fure every perfbn who has been named 
te the ftamp-office, mufl leave North 
America fhortly, or they and their 
families will fall a fkcrifice to the de- 
luded populace. 



eUMENTS. 49 

PbHadefybia, September 1 7* 1 76 c • 

No. I. 

As great riots and diftorbances has 

happened in fome of the neighbouring 

colonies, occafioned by a diilike the 



Common jtiflice calls upon me people hare to the ftamp-ad, and ic 



to fay, the body of people called 
quakers^ ieemed difpoied to pay obe- 
dience tb the ftamp-a£l, and fo do 
that part of the Church of England, 
and baptifts, that are not fome way 
under proprietary influence. But 
prefbyterians, and proprietary mi- 
nions, fpare no pains to engage the 
Dutch and lower clafs of people, and 
render the royal government odious^ 
but at the fame time profeis great 
loyalty to the beft of kings^ and yet 
infmuate that his immediate govern- 
ment is intolierable; If his Majefty 
and his miniilers knew the pains taken 
by the proprietary partifans to give a 
wrong bias to the minds of his Ma- 
jeily's fubjefts, I am confident they 
would not fofier the powers of go- 
vernment to remain fix months in tke 
hands of any profaietor on the con- 
tinent ; neither ought die powers of 
government to be lodged in any 
private perfon, it being difadvan- 
tageous to both his Majefty's fubje^b. 

'' I fhall conclude widi the following 
obfervation ; viz. That if Greats 
Britain can, or will fuffer fiich kind 
of condu£l in her colonies to pafs un- 
puniihed, a man need not be a 
prophet, nor the fon of a prophet, tp 
fee clearly, that her empire in North- 
America is at an end ; for I dare fay 
the mobbing gentry will immediately 
proceed to other extravagancies, as 
they will then begin to think their 
united power irrefifUble* 

" That Godv of his infinite goodr 
nefs, may direct the councils and 
meafures of his Majeily, of his mi- 
nifters, to that which may be beft for 
Great Britain and North America, is, 
and fhall be the conftant prayer of. 
Gentlemen, your moft obedient and 
moft humble fervant, 
^0 the CotnmiJJioners John Hu G h b S . 

of thu ft amp-office^ 



oeing reported that the iUmpt 
papers, &c. for the province, rtiay 
be expe^ed in a little time, and, 
aa his Majefty's revenue is deeply 
intereiled in the prefervation thereof, 
think it my duty to acquaiht you, 
that notwith/landing of any reports 
fpread of my beihg named by the 
officers for this province, that I have 
not received either bond, commiffion^ 
nor any other. informarion whatfoev^r, 
of my appointment .from tlie flamp- 
office, or lords of the treafury, and 
therefor^ I can have no pi;etenfion 
whatever, to t&ke charge of the paper 
ihould they arrive. This information 
I have thought nece/Tary to give you, 
that you may take fuch meafures in 
the premifes, as you fliaH think'cpn- 
fiilent with your duty and judgment. 
I am. Sir, your mod obedient humble 
fervanti John Hughes. 

T9 the Hon. John Penn, Efq. 

Lieutenant Go*yefitor of 

Pennjjfl'vania* 

No. H; 
. Sir, 

Mr. Dickenfon is Is town from 
l^ondon, and the ihip Charlotte is at 
NewcaiUe, and do not chufe to bring 
her up till you give orders about the 
ilamp-papersi as fhe is a valuable 
ihip. 

William Dowell. 
I pray fend an dnf^wer by hearer. 
Philadelphia^ t o'clock^ zdofOa. 176c. 

Noi III. 
. . Mr. Dickenfpn^ 

I received your kind notice by Mr. 
Bradford, and for anfwer, am to 
inform you, that I have not received 
from the lords of the treafury, nor 
from any other perfon appointed by 
his Majefty, any commifiion or public 
information of my being the officer of 
the province of Penufylvania, and 
H therefore 
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therefore cannot pretend to any nght 
to take charge of thofe papers, nor 
ikOuldl, were they now at the wharf; 
the governor is the oiicer of the 
crown, whofe duty it is to prefenre 
and fecm^ thofe papers ; to him I 
refer you for dircAions how to proceed 
in the premiss, and I make no doubt 
but his honour the governor will take 
care to fee that the papers are landed 
io a place of iecurity, and there kept 
fafe until fbme perlbn properly com- 
Bkiffioned Ihall appear to demand them. 
Signed by order of my father. 

John Hughes, jun. 
TiMr.Dickenfon, Cefytf 
a Letter fent hy Mr, 
Bradford's fin* 

No* IV. 
Sif, 
I inclofe you a letter I received 
. laft evening from Mr. William Do- 
vel, by which I underftand that the 
ftamped papers are arrived at New- 
caftk in the Charlotte^ that the 
owner of the veilel does not care to 
order his ihip into the port while 
theie papers are on board, left fome 
violchxce fhould be done to her $ and 
as I have not the leaft power from the 
lord^ of his Majefty's treafury, or 
'any other public board, authorizing 
me to receive thcim, and as his Ma- 
jcfty*s revenue is ill con- 

cerned in dieir prefervation, I thought 
it my duty to give you the informa- 
tion, that you might take fuch mea- 
fures therein as your prudence fhould 
fuggeft. I am. Sir, yours, 
To John Penny Efq*^* John Hughes* 
No. V. 
A great number of the citizens of 
Philadelphia affembled at the ftate- 
hgufedo demand of Mr. John Hughes, 
difbibutorof ftamps for Penn fy Ivania, 
that he will give them a^urance un- 
der his hand that he will not execute 
- that office, and expeft that he will 
give them a fair, candid, and direft 
anfwer by Monday next ten o'clock, 
when he will be waited on for that 
purpofe. 

Saturday^ O^i 5, 1765* 
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No. VI. 
Fhiladelphiay Monday Morning^. 
OSolerj, 1765. 
Whereas I was applied to on Sa« 
turday laft, about three o'clock in the . 
afternoon, by the following gentle- 
men, viz. James Tilghman, Efq. 
attorney at law, Meifrs^ Robert 
Morris, Charles ThompfcMi, Archi- 
bald M'Catt, John Cooc^ and Wil- 
liam Richards, merchants ; Mr. . 
WiUiam Bradford, Printer, who af- 
fured me they werfc fent by a great 
number of people then a&mbled at 
the flate-houfe, in order to requeH 
toe to refign the ftampHoffice ; and 
after fome converiktion on the fubje£^, 
Mr; Robert Morris^ and fome others, 
declared, that it was not expe£bd or 
defircd that my refignation ihould be 
a&y other than the not accepting the 
office, aad declaring every ilep or 
meafore that ihould tend to put the 
late fbaip-ad. into execution, until 
his Majefty's further pleafure fhould 
be known, or until the ad ihould be 
geaer^lty carried into execution in 
th^ neighbooring colonies ^ and if 
that ihould happen., I was then at 
liberty to dp as I thouglit proper: 
aBd whereas about fix o'clock die fame 
, evening, a paper was font me by 
fome of thef<J fame gentlemeni in be* 
half, as I underii;and, of all thofe 
collected at the ilate-hoofe as afore*', 
(aid, declaring, that a great number 
of the citizens of Philadelphia aiTem- 
bled at the ilate-houfe, do demand of 
Mr* John Hughes, diflributor of 
i^amps for Penniylvania, that he will 
give them affurance under Jiis hand 
that he will not execute that office^ 
and expeft that he will give them a 
fair, candid, and dired anfwer by 
Monday next at ten o'clock, where 
he will be waited on for tbuit pur- 
pofe. 

Saturday, 0<J?. 5, 1765. 

I do therefore return for ajifwer to 

thofe gentlemen and all their aifo-* 

dates, that I have not hitherto taken 

any ilep tending to put the Jate a£l of 

par- 
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oarliamrat ii^ execudon in this pro- houfe for information ; and that aft^ 

vince, and that I will not either by the people were coiletfted, a deputation 

inyfelf or my deputies, do any ad or was fcnt to me demandino; my refig. 

thing that fhall have the Icaft tenden- nation of the office of chief difbibutor 



cy to put the faid aft into execuuon 
in this province, until his Majcfty's 
fcture plcafure Ihall be known, gr 
mitil the faid ad Ihall be put in exe- 
cution in the neighbouring colonies, 
and this I am determined tp abide l^y, 
unlefs either tl^e goyernor or com- 
mander in chief of this province for 
the time being fhall c^U upon me tp 
execute the faid aft. 

And whereas my cpmmlffion ift? 
dudes the three counties ofKewcaftle, 
Kent, and Suflfex, upon Delaware, I 
do tl^erefore hercl^y voluntarily in^ 
form the good people of thofe couur 
^es, that no aft ot mine ihaU cither 
direftly or ^ndireaiy involve them 
into any difficulties with rcfpe^ to the 
iaid ftamp-ad, before the fame fhall 
take place in the neighbouring cplor 
nies, or until his Majefty's future 
pleafui* fh^U ^ knoAyn, or until the 
governor aiid commander in chief for 
the time being of thofe counties fhall 
call upon me ag aforefaid^ to ex^ute 
the faid aft. 

(Copy) Joi?N HVGHES, 

^fo. VII. 
Philadeiphiay Monday Morning, 
Oaober'jy 1765. 
Whereas about fix o'clock qn Sa- 
turday evening laft a paper was lent 
^o me, exprcffing, that a great iiumr 
ber of citizens of Philadelphia, &c. 
(this paper of refignauon l^as been 
publifhea verbatim.) 
^ No. VIII. 

Philadelphia, Tuef day Mornings 

i)Mer 8, 1765. 
Sir, 
I make no doubt but yon have 
heard fliat a great number of people 
were collefted at the ftaterhoufe on 
Saturday laft, by caufing muffled 
drums to beat through the flrcets of 
this city, and by ringing the ftate- 
Jioufe bell muffled, and by dircfting 
^11 eiiqi4rers to'repjur tp ^he %S!ttf 



of flamps for this province. I am we|| 
informed, that great nutnbers of th6 
ringleaders and promoters of thid 
meeting declared ahd vowed ddfaticr 
tion to my perfoti and pit>pert^ if f 
refufod to gratify tl^em in their dc^ 
mands. 

^y reflgnadonisaccovdtnglymade^ 
and I beg you will be fo und as td 
inform me where the i|affips are de* 
ppfited, that I may by ti^is day's poft 
inform the lQr4s c^f the treafury What 
^toation they are in. This you muft 
know it is my duty to do, as the (lamps 
were configned to ix|e by their lord* 
ihips, and I have the \AVL of lading. 
But as I am confined to my bed, and 
alfp refbained by the oeople 60m ex* 
ecu^ng my offibe, it is not in mf 
power to know w^at is to be done in 
the premifies, I dierefore pray your 
aijfwer by tl^e beareri my fon, which 
will oblige. Sir, your humble fer- 
vant, John Hughes. 

To the Hon. John Penn, Efq. 
The Governor returned the following 
njerhal Anfwev, *vix. 
Let Mr. Hughes know the fbimps 
are on board the man of war, 

Philadelphia, Ifo%\ 2, 1765^ 
Gentlemen^ 
Since mylafl, a copy wherebf 1$ 
herewith fent, nothing very extraor- 
dinary has been attempted by the 
mob, as the great men here would 
fain have it termed and believed on 
your fide the water, and I make no 
doubt but it will be fo reprcfented by 
^he proprietary governorjj and ht| 
friends ; but the truth is, that if the 
governpr, or any half dozen of the 
magiftrates, had called thefhenffand 
conftable tp their affifbr^ce^ it would 
have been very esjy fo^ them, with 
the affiflance of my friends then col- 
lefted about my houfe, to the amdoitt 
c^ not lefs than feven or dg^t hun- 
dred men of reputation^ who would 
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have affiftcd the civil officers at the 
rifque of their lives, as I did to fup^ 
prefs the Paxton riot, that intended 
to dedroy the Indians at the barracks. 
I am novjr informed the governor 
has taken the ogth prefcribcd by the 
ftamp-4^x but his friends keep it a 
fecret, and fay, ' who knows that he 
has/ but it will fqon appear here, for 
that will alter his conduft ; the com- 
jniffioners and government may de- 
pend that I will communicate things 
as they happen, though it is at the 
i^fq^e of my life ; for the party, by 
their tools, frequently give out, that 
if they knew the man that would fo 
far aflift Britain as to inform againft 
any mm, in this or any other pro- 
vince, he ihould not live many hours ; 
and I do aiTure the government and 
commilTipners, th^t all positive charg- 
es made by me, can be proved by re- 
putable witneffes. But whether his 
Majeily or his miniftry can, or will 
wink at and overlook thefe infults and 
outrages, and permit their colonics to 
refufe obedience to an sl^ of parlia- 
ment, and a}fo declare it' illegal and 
unconftitution^l, and alfo permit the 
j5rinters here to publifh weekly the 
moft violent and inflammatory pieces 
that ever were wrote, and I am of 
opinion, that if thefe continental 
papers for the two or three months 
paft were examined, many of them 
would be found rather to exceed the 
North Briton, (No. XLV.) in alie- 
nating the affedions of the people 
from his Majefly, and animiating 
them to rebellion, and yet at the 
fame time call themfelvesEnglifhmen, 
and profefs the higheft degree of 
loyalty to his Majefly. I fome tin^e 
tell fome of our warm blades, that it 
is a piece of ingoniiil^ncy to call 
themfelves En^liihmen, becaufe gen- 
tlemen^ fay I, if you are Englifliihen, 
you muit be bound by ads of parlia- 
ment, until that parliament releafes 
you from thax obedience, which h^ 
not yet.Bee^ cione as I know of. To 
this they reply our charters have dqi^e 
it. abfolutcly. Ho, gentlemen, your 
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charters are but the declarations of the 
kings that granted them, and they 
cannot be to mean no more, 

than that the king of Great Britain 
would not arbitrarilv, and without 
law, raife money on the fubj^fi in 
America, and this all our forefathers 
feemed to have aiked-!-when they left 
Britain, and indeed it is all the kings 
of Great Britain can legally promife, 
for the king cannot bac the rights of 
the lords ^nd commons, any more 
than they can his prerogatives; The 
anfwer then is, you are an enemy %jo 
America, and ought to hav^ your 
brains beat out. Sec, And indeed 
there is nothing has faved m^ but the 
great number of friends and relations 
that I have in this country, and, had 
it not been for their numbers, I mufl 
have refigned my office abfolutely, or 
elfe not only me but my family and 
.fortune would have fallen a facri£ce. 
I belif ve I am the only -ftamp dif- 
•tributor that has not either xeiigned 
abfolutely, pr fled the province be- 
tween Virginia and Haliifax, and if 
the Virginia officer had been tjiere, I 
think he mufl have refigned alfo, for 
there the fire began. It i§ pay private 
opinion, that if the province of Penn- 
fylvania was changed ffpm proprietary 
to a royal government, and foose per- 
fon appointed to govern it, that had 
both intereft among the people, and a 
perfedl knowledge of them, fo as to 
be able to difplace the difloyal, and 
put in power and commiffion fuch 
only §§ cpi^ld be depended pn, ai)d 
have demonftrated their loyalty tp 
their king ; fuch a perfon, after tlic 
changes afprefaid, might e^fily govern 
this province, and preferve the peace 
of it, and keep it in fubjedlion to his 
• Majefty, which I think we hardly are 
at this time. One reafon affigned for 
not paying obedience to this a6l of 
parliament, is, that we have no re- 
prefentative in parliament; I then 
(ay, let us petition for reprefentativQs, 
0, no, we will not agree to that, 
becaufe we have reprefejitativc^ or ovir 
bwn^ and have always given money 

whcjt 
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when we have been calfed on by the 
king or his minifters, and if that will 
not do, let us have a hbufe of Coiii- 
mons in America, to fettle what ftall 
be the quota- of each colony when 
money is wanted — I^o, jgeijtlemeii, 
you have foreclofed yourfelves of that, 
for you have demonftrated yoiir pro- 
penfity to rebellion, to that iiegree, 
that in my opinion the miriiftry never 
can advife his Majefty to unite you 
more than you now arc ; but if they 
knew our circumftances rightly, thj^y 
would divide us yet more, by forming 
new colonies out of Virginia^ and 
perhaps feme others that are already 
but too large ; but thefe things are at 
a diftance^ for Great Britain muft £rft 
determine whether fhe is to govern 
or not, and wJiether fjie will permit 
us to put ourCelves under the pror 
t^dlion of France, or Spain, as many 
upon the continent declare they will 
ward off the ftamp-a£l, until they can 
get France or Spain to proteft them ; 
and fome few have gone fo far in this 
province. I muft now contradid your 
allegation of our giving money ^hen 
called upon. Pray has ^Maryland 
given one (hillipg all the laft w^r, and 
did not moft of the colonies, except 
Pennfylvania, refufe both men and 
money for Colonel Bouquet's lail ex- 
pedition againft the Indians tQ the 
Weftward ; and when Col. Bouquet, 
by his friends, got fome volunteers 
raifed for the purpofe in Virginia, 
was he not obliged to apply to the 
commiiliohers of this province to pay 
them, or elfe he muft have paid them 
out of his private fortune ; although 
the war was on the Virginia frontier, 
and their people frequently murdered 
at that tiriie. ' 

November the 3d, being Saturday 
evening, I was called upon by the 
colleger, to let me know that he and 
the other cuftom-houfe officers would 
call upon me next day, but thpy after- 
wards changed their plan ; and on 

Tucfday the 5th, J received the 
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paper, (No. I.) and that aftemooii 
returned for anfwer the paper (No. II.) 
and I now underftand that the party 
are much dlffatisfied with my anfwer, 
and fay 1 had no need to fay moi« 
than three words ; viz« I have none 
— This they could have proteftcd upofi 
an;^ fent home to the cuftom-houfe, 
but I believe they have no great ia« 
clinatioh to fend home this letter; 
however, I think it my duty, to fend 
it you with a copy of theirs ; alfo I 
wiih I knew whether the adl' would he 
enforced or not, for if it is ta be re- 
pealed, I might rcfign voluntarily in 
time, and thereby efcape the violence 
of the party, for if the aft is not 
enforced, nor I do not relign in time, 
I ftiall not be able to go Into fome of 
the neighbouring colonifss, ^nd look 
after my intereft during my life-time, 
for they threaten me already in Ma- 
ryland and Virginia, that if they ever 
catch me there they will make a 
Sacrifice of me ; but if they ihould be 
made fubjedl to Great Briain^ I fhall 
then be in no danger, for the iffuc of 
this a£l will abfolutely determine 
Britain's fovereignty in America. For, 
if by thefe rebellious anions we caa 
get this ad repealed, I have no doubt 
but fome of iny children may live to 
fee a duty laid by Americans on fome 
things imported from Britain^ for I 
do hot know an inftance of a mob's 
fitting down contented with one ' 
thing, unlefs they have a force able 
to quell them. - • 

I prefume when the remonftrance^ 
from the grand committee (who meet 
at New- York) come here, it will be 
eafy to judge what we would be at; 
for even in this province , fome few 
fay, if we ftick by one another, it is 
not in the power of Britain to enforce 
it, and fay that Ireland did the fame 
formerly, and by that .means have 
efcaped the burthen as they call it. 
I am unable at this time to give a 
more full account of the proceedings 
in America^ being not recovered from 
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my late iUpeb. I ipn, fentlemen, 
with rtfiptGi, ypur i^oft obedieat, 
humble tervant, 

Nov. 7, 1765,' }Ofl^ II^OHSS. 

To ih< commijufun of ^ 

Np. I. 
Mr. John Haghes, 
Sir, We have h<;ard fit>m public 
le^it, xhat you are the officer ap- 
pointed to diftribute iUmp-papers an4 
parchment in the province, purfaant 
• |o an a^ of parliament lately pub- 
Ji&ed ill England, ^nd we now apply 
fo yon, to know whether you can 
fapply US with damp papers proper 
for cockets and clearaqces, oik which 
the duty of four-penee fterling is im- 
pofed (if the copy we haye feen of 
the ad be genuine). We apprehend 
it is our duty to apply to you for 
them, as we cannot proceed regularly 
in the bufinefs of our office without 
themf Pleafe to let us have your 
anfwer in writing as fpon as poffible, 
in order to prevent any miftake or 
nifunder (landing that may happen 
from a verbal conference between us. 
We beg you will be pleafed to have a 
&e£L anfwer, whether you will or 
not let us have the fiamp papers for 
the purpofes above-mentioned. We 
are. Sir, your moft humble fervants, 
Cttfiem-Houje^ J. Swift, Dep. Collr. 
Philadelphia, A.Barclay, Com p tr . 
Ns^*^, 1764- T. Grame, Naval Offr, 
No. II. 
Gentlemen, 
I received yours of the 4th inftant, 
and cannot but infer from the con- 
tents, that you are a ftranger in 
Pennfylvania, fince by the tenor of 
your letter, you feem to be unac- 
quainted with the things that are 
come to pais in thefe our days. 
Therefore, I think it neceffary, be- 
fore I proceed in anfwer, to give you 
a brief detail of what has happened. 
Firft then, I am to inform you, that 
on Saturday the 5 th of O^ober laft, 
the . Stftte-houfe and Chrid-church 
belU were rung muffled, and two 
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Negfo^dnmmen, one pf wJiom be^ 
longed to aldemuii Samuel Mifflin^ 
be^t tl|raqg|i a|I parts of the city with 
mufiled drifms, thereby alarming the 
iiUial^i^n|s. In cbnfequence whcre(^, 
^ large number of p^eple wat raife4 
and aiTembled at the State-houfe, 
>yherf? it was publicly deelsv^d (as I 
am informed), that if I ^d not im- 
mcdijitely rcugn my office, my houfc 
(hould be pulled dQwn and my fub^ 
ilanqr deftroved, but before the con- 
vention broke iip, the gentlemen af- 
fembled there, in part (changed their 
re.folutioii, and .by a npt^ they at 
night fent me, indulged nae till tcsn 
o'clopk the ft^onday morning follow- 
ing, to fatisfy them whether I woul4 
or not refigii my ofece as damp- 
diftributpf for this province. Se- 
condly, although it was currently 
t-eported tnrough the city on the 4th 
ofOaoberlaft, that Capt. Halland, 
with the ftainp papers, &c, would be 
up next day, and that a mob would 
be raifed to deflroy then^, yet ndthes 
the governor, the fupreme judges, 
the mayor, recorder, aldermen, nor 
any other jufticiary officers, (Benjamin 
Shoemaker, Efq. excepted) took the 
leaft notice thereof, nor ufed any 
means to preferve the peace of the 
city. Thirdly, although on Monday 
the 7 th of Odlobcr, when the people 
collefted at the ?rtt Mafons lodge, 
and their delegates, who need not 
here be named, came to my houfe and 
demanded of me qiy anfwer, whether 
I would or would not reiign my othc^ 
as ilamp-diftributor of this province, 
yet neither the governor, the judges of 
the fupreme court, although then fit-i 
ting, the mayor, recorder, akiermen, 
nor any of the peace-officers pi thb 
city, teftified the leaft disapprobation 
thereof, but permitted thofe gentlemen 
and their alTociates, to compel me to 
make the declaration which you may 
fee printed in the Gazette and Penn-t 
fy Ivania Journal of the loth of Oc- 
tober laft. Fourthly, thefe gcntlemea 
delegates and their affiiciates have 
therefore 
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tte^&re prevented any ftamp fsom 
comiBg into my pofleffion. Of coa- 
feqaence, it i$ not Jui »y power |o^ 
fupply yoii. But as you may be tt»- 
acqaaineed with tlie fituation of the 
ftamp papers, I do myfelf thfi pka^ 
fure of infonniag you, that his honout 
the governor, has committed them to 
the care of Capt. Hawker, com- 
mander of hift Majefty's ihip Sardine^ 
And I woold like#ife, gentlemen,- 
beg leave to acquaint you, that he 
has taken, as I am informed, a folemn 
oath, '* to do to his utmoft^ that all 
and every of the clauies contained in 
the ftamp-ad (hall be bona fidt ob- 
ferved ;'* wherefore I muft refer you 
to him, aa I am for the reaibns al- 
ready aiiigned, at prefent incapa- 
citated to fupply you with ilampt 
papers^ ^c* for a more fall anfwer, 
ifneceiTary, to- your letter. Fifthly, 
if any inconveniencies or. damages, 
therefore, ihould happen to any per- 
fon or perfons for want of the ft^n^pt 
papers, the blame neither can nor 
does lie at my door, whatever it n&ay 
of thofe of the gentlemen delegates 
and their aflbciatQs. .1 am iorry« 
gentlemen, that you fufiered an in- 
Inuation to efcape your pen, as if I 
would not afford you a dired anfwer 
to your letter, for I am perfwaded no 
part of my condud has given you or 
any other peribn caufe to fufpe6i either 
my candor or integrity, therefore, 
permit me to fay, I muft look upon 
thb iniin nation both ungenerous and 
unfriendly. I am» Sirs, your hum- 
ble fervant, 
PbiUuUiplHa» Nov. J« Hughes. 

yphn Sitti/t, Alex, Barcle^, and 
Thomas Grame, E/quires, 

Philadelphia^ Sept. 1765. 
Extras of Letters from John Hughes^ 
Efq. appointed Biftrihutor of the 
Stamps for Bentijyhania, to Benjamin 
Franklin f £/q, Jgent for faid Pro^ 
vincoj hy him, per Order, laid before 
the Parliameni% 
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<' You aie now from letter to Teuer - 
to fnppofi* each may be the lail that y oa 
will receive from your old friend, as 
the fpirit or flame of rebellion is got 
to a high pitch among the North 
Americans, and it feems to me^ that 
a fort of frenzy, or madnefs, has got 
fuch hold of the peo^e of all 'ranks,.^ 
that I fancy fome lives will be loft 
before this £re is put out; I am at 
prefent much perplexed what courfe to- 
fteer; for, as I have given you reaibn. 
to exped, I would endeavour to put 
the a£iv in execution, and you no 
doubt have informed the commiilloners 
I cannot in point of honor go. back» 
until fomcthmg or other is done by 
the people to render it impoffible for 
me to proceed; but, perhaps when % 
mob is on foot, my intereft may fall 
a facrifice tp an infatuated niultitudcji 
and I know of no other way to prevent; 
it, but abfolutely declaring off as all 
the reft have done to the eaftward, but 
Zfi yet I cannot prevail upon myfelf, 
notwithftanding the threats of fome, 
and the perfuaiions of others, to do 
an adl that appears to me neither loyal 
nor reputable, 

*' I had hitherto kept matters eafy, 
by faying I had nothing to refign, for I 
have neither received any.commiffiori 
or any other kind of writing from the 
ftampoffice ; but when it is known I 
have received my commiffion, I fancy 
r fhall not efcape the florm of prefby. 
terian rage, and as Capt. Fnend is 
cxpedled tvexy day, my doom will 
foon be known, but whether I may 
live to inform you, is yet in the won^b 
of futurity. 

" ByGovernor Franklin's letters,and 
by my laft, you will fee that Mr. Cox 
has rcfigned the ftamp-office for New- 
Jerfey, and there is fcarce a day goes 
over my head, but many people call 
on me to refign, and fay I am an 
enemy to North -America if I do not ; 
but iiQ<;e I am now and muft 

abide by confequcnccs, be they what 
. they will, I fhall be exceedingly ob- 
liged to you, if it is confiftent with 

your 
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your jridgihent, to recommend my 
fon Ha^h for Mr. Cox's facccffor. 
My fon IS married^ and fettled in New 
Jcrfcy, has a good eflate, both real 
and perfonal> and can give any , {e-< 
curity that miy be required — I am 
the more induced to afk this favour, as 
I think there will be no difficulty in 
patting the ad in execution in that 
province ; and, if rtly property, and 
perhaps my life may be loft in this 
province, my fon I hope will be the 
better for the office in that province, 
which may be fome compenfatibn for 
what property may be loft out of the 
fiimily. 

Sept. lo, 1765. 

«' Our aflcmbly met yefterday, and 
this day a majority of fifteen againft 
fourteen, were for fending a com- 
mittee to New- York, to meet the 
committee of Bofton on the firft of 
Oftober, where they infinuate there 
will be men fcnt from every colony, 
in order to unite and become, as they 
exprefs it, like a bundle of rods, al- 
luding to the fable of the old man and 
his fons. This fcheme, or plan of 
union, is not only begun, but inde- 
fatigably pufhed forward, by the 
prefl)y terians principally. 

Sept. II. This afternoon Capt. 
Friend arrived, and as he fays he has 
BO ftamp papers on board, all feems 
pretty quiet at prefent. The affembly 
have named Jofeph Fox, Geo. Bryan, 
John Morton and John Dickinfon, as 
a committee to go to the Congrefs at 
New- York. 

• Sept. 12. Our clamours run very 
high, and I am told my houie fliall 
be pulled down and the ftamps burnt, 
to which I give no other aniwer than 
that I will defend my houfe at the 
rifque of my life. I muft fay that all 
the fenfible quakers behave prudently. 

Sept. 16. in the e^vening-^ Common 
report threatens my houle this night, 
as there are bonfires and rejoicings for 
the change of minillry. The fober 
and fenfible part of the people are 
doing every thing in readincfs to fup- 
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pffefe a mob, if there ihould be any 
inteOtion of rifing. I, for my part; 
atoi well armed with fire-arms, and 
am determined to ftand a iiege. If I 
live till to-morrov^ morning, ihall 
give you a further account, but as it 
IS now about eight o'clock I am on 
my gfi£lrd; and only write this be' 
twecn whiles, a^ every noife or buftle 
of the people calls me off. 

Nine o'clock. Several friends th^t pa- 
trole between my houfe and the coffcc- 
houfe, came in juft now, and fay the 
collection of rabble begins to decreafe 
vifibly in the ftreets, and the appear- 
ance of danger feems a good deal lefs 
than it did. 

T'wehe o^ciock. There are now fe- 
veral hundreds of our friends about the 
ftrcet ready to fupprefs any mob, if it 
fhould attempt to rife, and the rabble 
are difperfing. 

Sept. 17. Ji<ve in the morning — W«5 
are all yet in the land of the living, 
and our properties fafe, thank God. 

Extras of a Letter from Jofeph Gal^ 
lonvay^ Efq. dated Philadelphia ^ Sep- 
tember 29, 1 765, to Benjamin Frank'^^ 
lin, E/ij. 

** The public papers will inform yo« 
of the prefent difltraded ftate of the 
colonies, and the many outrages and 
riots that have been occaiioned by a 
diflike to the ftamp-ad, all which 
have been incited by the principal 
members of the colonies where they 
have been committed — Meafures have 
not been wanting to -create the fame 
temper in the people here, in which 
fome hav6 b^en very a^ve. In hopes 
to prevent their ill effeds^ I. wrote a 
moderate piece, figned Americanusy 
publilhed here and at New- York, 
and fine* in Virginia, wherein you 
will fee my ientiments on the fubjeft. 
I am told it had good efFed in thofe 
places as well as here, being much 
approved by the moderate part of the 
people ; yet we fhould not have been 
frecL from riots here, if another method 
had not been taken w prevent them, 

viz. By 
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B^ aiTembling quietly at the inllance 
of Mr. Hughes's friends (and not hg 
order from the government of the 
city), near eight hundjied ibber inha- 
bitants were |>o&ed ill' di£erent parts^ 
ready to prevent any miichi'ef that 
ihould be attempted by the mob» 
which effectually intimidated them and 
kept all tolerable quiet, only they 
burnt a figure that they called a ftaihp-^ 
inan^ and about midnight diiperfed. 
Great pains have been talcen to per- 
iikade and frighten Mr. Hughes inta 
a refignation of his office, but he con-*" 
tinues firm, and will not refign in any 
manner that Ihall do diihonour to his 
appointment, and I think will be able 
to put his commifiion into executioui 
notwithfbnding the example (bt by 
other colonies. 



The Kiiig having, in his ipeech, 
recommended to the confideration of 
parliament the affairs of America, a 
debate naturally followed on the ad- 
drefs. 

The new miniffers fpoke tenderly 
of the dillurbances and confufions in 
America. The late miniffers (at this 
time in oppoiition) were quite the re- 
verfe. 

Earl Nugent (then Mr. Nugent) 
infifted, * That the honour and dig- 
nity of the kingdom,. bBliged us to 
compel the execution of the ffamp-ad, 
except the right was acknowledged, 
and the repeal follicited as a favour. 
He computed the expence of the 
troops now employed in America fot 
iheir defence, as he called it, to 
amount to nine-pence ih the pound of 
our land tax ; while the produce of thfc 
Hamp-adl would not raife a ihilling 
a head on the inhabitants of America; 
but that a pepper-corn, in acknow- 
ledgment of the right, was of mote 
value, than millions without. He 
expatiated on the extreme ingra- 
titude of the colonies ; and concluded, 
with charging the minillry with en- 
couraging petitions to parliament, and 
inftru^ions to members from trading 
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and manufadluring towns, againft the 

Mr. Pitt (how Lofd Chatham) 
rpoke next. As he always begins 
very low, and as every body was in 
^itation at his RrA rifing, his intro* 
duAion Was not heard, 'till he faid, 
' I came to tdwn but to-day ; I was a 
ftranger fo the tenor of hh Majefty's 
ipeech, and the propoied addrefs, 'till 
X heard them read in this houfe. 
Unconiiedled and unconfulted, I have 
not the means of information ; I am 
fearful of offending through miffake^ 
and therefore beg to be indulged with 
a fecond reading of the pi-opofed 
addreft.' The addrefs being read. 
Mr. Pitt went on :— He commended 
the King's fpeech, approved of th6 
addrefs in anfwer, as it decided so* 
thing, every ^entl^man being left at 
perfeft Ub^^ to take fuch a part 
concerning America, as he might af- 
terwards fee fit. One word only he 
could not approve of, an early, is a 
word that does not belong to the 
notice the miniflry has given to par- 
liament of the troubles in America. 
In a matter of fuch importance, the 
communication ought to have been 
immediate : I fpeak not with refpedt 
to parties ; I fland up in this plaCe 
iingle and unconnedled. As t6 the 
late miniftry, (turning himfelf to Mr, 
Grenviile, who fat within one of 
hini) every capital ihcafUre they have 
taken, has been entirely wrong ! 

' As to the prefdnt gentlemen, to 
thofe at ieaft whom I have in my eye 
(looking at the bench wfiere Mr. 
Conway faf, with the lords of fh6 
treafury) I have no objedtion ; I havfe 
never been made a facrifice by any of 
them. Their charadlers ate fair; 
and I am always glad when men of 
fair charafter engage in his Majefty*s , 
fervice. Some of them have done me 
the honour to a(k my poor opinion^ 
before they would engage. Thefe will 
do me the juftice to own, I advifed 
them to engage ; but notwithffanding 
— I love to be explicit— I cannot give 
I them 
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them taj confidence; pardon jne, 
gentlemen, (bowing to the miniftryy 
confidence is a plant of flow growth 
in an aged bofom : youth is the ieafon 
of cte&Hity ; by comparing events 
with each odier, rea/bning from effefts 
to caufes, methinks> I plainly dif- 
Cover the traces of an over-ruling in- 
fluence. 

* There is a clanfe in the aft of fet- 
tlement, to oblige every rainifter to 
lign his name to die advice which he 
gives his fovereign. Would it were 
obfcrved !— I have had the honour to 
ferve the crown, and if I could have 
fubraitted to influence, I might have 
ftill continued to ferve ; but I would 

not be reiponfible for others. 1 

have no local attachments : it is in- 
different to me, whether a man was 
rocked m his cradle on this fide or 
that ^de of the Tweed.— 4 fought for 
jnerit wherever it was to be found. — 
It is my boaft, that I was the firll 
minifter who looked for it, and I 
found it in the mountains of the 
north. I called it forth, and drew it 
into your fervicc, an hardy and in-^ 
trepid race of men ! men, wlio, when 
left by your jealoufy, became a prey 
to the artifices of your enemies, and 
bad gone nigh to have overturned the 
Sate, in the war before the lalL 
Thefe men, in the laft war, were 
brought to combat on your fide : they 
ferved with fidelity, " as they fought 
with valour, and conquered for you 
in every part of the world : detefted 
be the national reflexions againft 

them! they are unjuft, ground- 

lefs, illiberal, unmanly* When I 
ccafcd to ferve his Majefty as a mi- 
niiler, it was not the country of the 
man by which I was moved — but the 
man of that country wanted wifdom, 
and held principles incompatible with 
freedom. 

' It is a long time, Mr. Speaker, 
fince I have attended in parliament. 
When the re/blution was taken in the 
houfe to tax America, I was ill in 
bed. If I could have endured to have 
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been carried in my bed^ fo great was 
0ki agitation of my mind for the con- 
feqnences ! I would have follicited 
fome kind haifd^D have laid me down 
on l%is floor^ to have borne my 
testimony againft it. It is now an 
a£l that had palfed — I would fpeak 
with decency of every aft of this 
houfe, but I muft beg the indulgence 
0^ the houfe Co fpeak of it with 
freedom. 

* I hope a day may be foon ap- 
/pointed to confidef iht Hate of the 
nation with re!pe£k to America.— -I 
hope, gentlemen win come to this 
debate with all the temper and im- 
partiality his majefly recommends, and 
the importance of the fubj eft requires. 
A fubjeft of greater importance than 
ever engaged the attention of this 
houfe 1 that fubjeft only excepted, 
when, near a cqatury ago, it was the 
queftion, whether you yourfelves werd 
to be bound, or free. In the mean 
time, as I cannot depend upon health 
for any future day, liich is the nature 
of my infirmities, I will beg to lay a 
few words at prefent, kaving the 
juftice, the equity, the pdlicy> the ex- 
pediency of the aft, to another time. 
I will only ^ak to one point, a point 
which feems not to have been gene* 
rally underftood— I mean to the right. 
Some gentlemen (alluding to Mr. 
Nugent) feem to have confidercd it 
as a point of honor. If gentlemen 
confider it in that light, they leave all 
meafures of right and wrong, to follow 
a delufion that may lead to deilruftion. 
It is my opinion that this kingdom 
has no right to lay a tax upon the 
colonies. At the fame time, I afTert 
the authority of this kingdom over tlie 
colonies, to be fovereign and fupreme, 
in every circumftance of government 

and legiflation whatfoever. They 

are the fubjedls of this kingdom, 
eqoally entitled with yourfelves to all 
the natural rights of mankind and the 
peculiar privileges of Englifhmen. 
Equally bound by its laws, and equally 
participating of the conlUtation of 

this 
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this fre« country* .The Americans 
are the fbn^^ not the baftarcU^ ef 
England, Taxation is no part of the 
governing, or lejgiffatpfe power. — The 
taxes are a voluntary gift and grant of 
the commons alone. In legiflation 
the three eftates of the realm aye alike 
concerned, hot the concurrence of the 
peers aAd jthe crpwn to a tax,, is only 
: neceflky toctofe with the form of '^ 
law. The gift and grant is of the 
commons alone. In ancient days, the 
crown ^ the barons, and. the clerggf 
poilejSed the lands. In thpfe days^^ 
the barons and the dergy gave and 
granted to the crown. They gave 
and gjranted what was their own. At 
prefcnt, iince the difcpvery of Ame- 
rica, and other circumft^nces permit- 
ling, the cemmons are become the 
proprietor5 of the land, The crown 
lizs diyejfted itfelf pf its great eftates. 
The church (Gpd blefslt) has but a 
jpittance. The property of the lords, 
ipompared with that of the commons, 
is ^s a drop of water in the ocean ; 
and this houfe reprefents thofe com- 
mons, the proprietors of the lands ^ 
and thofe proprietors virtually repre- 
fent the reft of the inhabitants, 
When, there;fore, in this houfe we 
give and grant, we give a.nd. grant 
What is our own. But in an Ame- 
rican tax^ what do we do ?. We, your 
Majeily's commons of Great Britain, 
give and grant to your MajeHy, what } 
Our own property ? — No. We give 
and grant to ypur Majefty, the pro- 
perty of your Majefty's commons of 
America. — It is an abfurdity in 
terms, -^ 
! * The.diftin^pn between legiflation 

i and taxation is eflentially nepeffary to 
liberty. The crown, the peers, are 
equally legiflative powers with the 
commons. If taxation be a part of 
fimple legiflation, the crown,, the 
peers have rights in taxation as well a^ 
yourfelves : rights which they will, 
^Iaim> which they will.exercife, whenr 
ever the principle can be fvipported 
by powef. 
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* There is an idea in fbme, that 
I he oolonips are virtually reprefented 
in this houfe. I would fain Know by 
whom an American is reprefented 
here ? Is. he reprefented by any knight 
pf the. ihire, in any county in ttee 
kingdom? Would to God that re* 
Q)eclabIereprefentations was attgmene- 
cd to a greater number I Or will yon 
tell him' that he is reprefented by any 
reprefentative of a boroughT— a bo- 
rough, which perhaps no man evcy 
faw — This is what is called, the rot- 
ten part of the conftitution. ft 

cannot continue the century— If it 
does not drop, it mull be amputated. 
-i^The idea of a virtual reprefentation 
of America in this houfe, is the moft 
contemptible idea that ever entered 
into the head of a man — It does not 
deferve a. ferious refutation. 

' The commons of America, repre-» 
fented in their feveralaflbablies, have 
ever been in pofleflion of the exerdfe 
of this, their conftitutional right, pjF 
giving and granting their own money« 
They would have been flaves if they 
had not enjoyed it. At the fame time^ 
this kingdom, as the fuprenje govern.- . 
ing and legiflative power, has always 
bound the colonies by her laws, by heir 
regulations, and reflri^lions in trade, 
in navigation, in manufadures — i^ 
every thing, except that of taking 
their rqoney put of their pockets with^ 
out their confent. — Here I' would draw 
the line, J^/?v» ulira citra^ue nequit 
conjiflere reSlum.^ 

He concluded with a fkmiliar voice 
and tone, but fo iPw that it was not 
eafy to diftinguifti what he faid. A 
cohfiderable paufe enfued after Mri 
Pitt had done fpeaking. 

Mr, Conway at length got Up, 
He faid, ' he had been waiting to fee 
whether any anfwer would be given to 
what had been advanced by the right 
honourable gentleman, referving him- 
felf for the reply : but as none had 
been given, he had only to declare, 
that his own fentiments were entirely 
conformable tp tlioi^ of the right 
Iz honourable 
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honourable gentleman.— That they 
are fq conformable^ he faid» is a cir- 
ipumftance that afiedls me with moll 
feniible pleafure^ and does me the 
preateft honour. But two things fell 
u'om that gentleman which give me 
pain^ as whatever falls from that 

fentleman^ falls from fo great a 
eight as to make a deep impreflion. 
I muft ^n^eavpur to remove it. It 
^as objeded^ that the noti|ce given 
to parliament of the trouble^ ii^ Ame- 
rica was not early. I can afTurp tl^e 
houfe, the i^rft i|ccbunts were too 
v^goe and imperfed to be worth the 
notice of parliament. It is only of 
late that they have been precife and 
full. An over-ruling influence has 
alfo been hinted at. I f^e nothing 
of it. I feel nothing of it. I dif 
claim it for piyfclf^ ^nd (as far <^s my 
difcernment can reach) for all the reft 
pf his Majefty's minifters.' 

Mr. Pitt faid, in anfwer to Mr. 
^ Conway, ' The excufe is a valid one, 
' if it is a juft one, That niuft appear 
from the papers now before the l^pufe.' 
Mr. Grenville next flood up. He 
began with cenfuring the minillry 
yery feverely, for delaying to give 
earlier not^cp to parliament of the dif- 
Ifurbances in America. He faid, 
* They began in July, and now we 
are in the middle of January ; lately 
'fhey wef e only occurrences, .they are 
pow grown to difturbances, to tu- 
mults and riots. 1 doubt they bor- 
der on open reljellion ; and if the 
^oftrineT have heard this day be 
confirmed, I fear they will lofe that 
name to take that of revolution. 
The government over them being 
diflblved, a revolu^on will take place 
in ' America. I cannot nnderihind 
the difference bex\^'een external and 
internal taxes. They are the fame 
in effeft, and only differ in jiame. 
That this kingdom has the fovereigni 
the fupreme legiflative power over 
America, is granted. It cannot be 
4emed ; and taxation is a part of that 
fovereign' power; It is one branch 
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of the legiilation* It is, it has been 
cxercifed, over thofe who are not, 
who were never reprefented. It is 
cxercifed over the India company, the 
merchants of London, the proprietors 
of the flocks, ajid over many great 
m^nufafturing towns. It was exer- 
cifed over the palatinate of Chefler, 
and the bifhoprick of Durham, be- 
fore they fent any reprefentatives to 
parliament. I appeal for proof to 
the preambles of the z€ts which gave 
them reprefentatives : the one in the 
feign of Henry Vllt. the other in 
that of Charles II.' l^fr. Grenville 
then quoted the ads, and deiired that 
they Bright be read; which feeing 
done, he faid : * When Ij>ropo{ea 
to tax America^ I afked the houfe, if ' 
any gentleman would objeft to the 
right ; I repeatedly aiked it, and no 
man would attempt to deny it. Pro- 
teftion an4 obedience are reciprocal. 
Great-Britain protects America ; 
America is bound to yield obedience. 
If not, tell me where the Americans 
were emancipated ? When they want 
the proteftion of this kingdom, they, 
are always very ready to a& it. That 
proteftion has always been afforded 
them in the moll full and ample man- 
ner. The nation has ^n iffelf into, 
an immenfe debt to give them their 
protedtipn ; and now they are called 
upon to contribute a fmall fhare to- 
wards the public expence, an expence 
arifing from themfelves, they renounce 
your authprity, infult your officers, 
and break put, I might almoft fay, 
into open rebellion.' The feditious 
fpirit of the colonies ov/es its birth to 
the factions in the houfe. Gentle- 
men are carelefs of the confequences 
of what they fay, provided it anfwers 
the purpofes bf oppofition. We were 
told we trod on tender ground ; we 
were bid to expefl difobedience. 
What was this, but telling the Ame- 
ricans to Hand out againll the law, 
to encourage their obflinacy with the 
expedition- of fupport from hence? 
Let us only hold oat a little, they 

would 
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would fey, our friends will fbon be 
in ppwer. Ungrateful people of 
America! Bounties have been ex 
tended to them. When I haci the 
honour of ferving the crown, while 
you yourfelves were loaded wirh an 
enormous debt, you have given boun- 
ties on their lumber^ on their iron^ 
their hemp, ^nd many other articles. 
You have relaxed, in their favour, 
the aft of navigation, that palladium 
of the Britilh coininerce ; and yet I 
have been abufed in all the public 
papers as an enemy tp the trade of 
Anierica." I have been particularly 
charged with giving orders and in- 
ftruftions to prevent the Spanifh trade, 
and thereby ftopping the channel, by 
which alone mrth- America nfed to 
be fupplied with cafli for remittances 
to this country. I defy any man to 
produce any fuch orders or inftruc- 
tions. I difcouraged no trade but 
what' was illicit, what was prohibited 
J)y a6i of parliament. I defire a 
Weft-India merchant, well known in 
the city (Mr. Long) a gentleman of 
charafter, may be examined. He 
tsdll tell youj that I offered to do 
every thing ih my power to advance 
the trade of America. I was above 
giving an anfwer to ai^onymous ca- 
lumnies ; but in" this place, it be- 
comes one to wipe off the afperfion.' 

Here Mr. Grenville ceafed. Se- 
veral members got up to fpeak, but 
Mr. Pitt feeming to rife, the houfe 
was fo clamorous for Mr. Pitt, Mr. 
Pitt, that the fpcaker was obliged to 
call to order. After obtaining a lit- 
tle quiet, he faid, * Mr. Pitt was 
up ;* who began with informing the 
houfe, * That he did not mean to 
have gone any further upon the fub- 
jeft that day; that he ha J only de- 
figned to have thrown out a few 
hints, which, gentlemen who were 
fb confident bt the right of this king- 
dom toi'end taxes to America, might 
<ionfider ; might, perhaps, refleft, 
in a cooler moment, that the right 
was at Itdk equivocal. Bat iince the 
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gentleman, who (poke laft, hadnqt 
flopped on that ground, but had goae 
into the whole ; into the juftice, the 
equity, the policy, fhe expediency of 
the Itamp-adl, as well as into the 
right, he would follow him throiigk 
the whole field^ and combat his ar- 
guments on every point.' 

He was going on, when the late 
Lord Strange got up, and called both 
the -gentlemeri, Mr. Pitt, and Mr, 
.Greiivill«, to order. He faid, * they 
had both departed from the matter 
before the houfe, which was th^ 
King's fpeechj and that Mr. Pitt 
was going tp fpeak twice on the fame 
debate, although the houfe v{2is^[iat 
in a committee,' 

Mr. Onflow (now Lord OnHow) 
anfwered, ' '^hat they were both ia. 
order, as nothing had been faid, but 
what was fairly deducible from th^ 
King's ipeech ;' and appealed to the 
Speaker. The Speaker decided ia 
Mr. Onflow's favour. 

Mr. Pitt faid, * .1 do npt appre- 
hend I am fpeaking twice : I d|d ex- 
prefsly referve a part of my fubjciS, 
m order to fave the time of th^s houfe, 
but I am compelled to proceed in it* 
I do not fpeak twice ; I only finiflied 
what I defignedly left imperfeft. But 
if the houfe is of a different opinion, 
far be it from me to indulge a wifh of 
tranfgreflion, againft order. I' am 
content, if it be your pleafure, to be 
filent.' — Here he paufed, — The houfe 
refounding with. Go On, go on ; he 
proceeded : 

* Gentlemen, Sir, (to the Speaker) 
I have been charged with giving 
birth to fedition in America. They, 
have fpoken their fentiments with 
freedom, againft this unhappy ad, 
and that freedom has become their 
crime. Sorry I am to hear the liber- 
ty of fpeech in this houfe, imputed as 
' a crime. But the imputation ihaJl 
not difcourage me. It vis a liberty I 
mean to exercife. No gentleman 
ought to be afraid to exercife it. It 
is a liberty by which' the gentleman 

who 
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who calumniates it might haye pro- 
fitcdj Hfc ought to have profited. 
He ought to have defUled from his 
projcft. The gentleman tells us, 
America is obltinate ; America is 
ftlmofb in open rebellion. I rejoice 
that America has reililed. Three 
millions of people, ibdead to all the 
feeUngs of liberty, as voluntarily to 
iubmit to be flaves, would have been 
fit inftruments to make flaves of the 
fefh f come not here armed at all 
points, with law cafes and adls of 
parliament, with the ilatute bool^ 
doubled' down in dogs rears, to defend 
the caufe of liberty : if I had, I my- 
lelf would have cited the two cafes of 
Chefter and Durham. I would have 
fited them, to . have ihewii, thac^ 
even under any arbitrary reigns, par- 
^ments were afhamed of taxing a 
people without their con&nt, and al- 
Ibwed them reprefentatives. Why 
did the gentleman confine himfdf to 
Chefter and Durham ? He might 
have taken a higher example in 
Wales ; Wales, that never was taxed 
l>y parliament till it was incorporated. 
I would not debate a particular point 
flf law with the gentleman : I know 
his abilities t I haye been obliged tp 
Iri5 diligent refearches. But, for the 
defence of liberty upon a general 
principle, upon a conilitutional prin- 
ciple, it is a ground on which I ftand 
firm ; on which I dare meet any man. 
The gentleman tells us of many who 
are taxed, and are not reprefepted. 
The India company, merchants, 
ftock-holders, manufafturers,. Surely 
many of tliefe are reprefented in 
•ther capacities, as owners of land, 
or as freemen of boroughs* It is a 
misfortune that more are not aftually 
reprefented. But they are all inha- 
bitants, and, as fuch, are virtually 
reprefented. Many have it in their 
option to be adlually reprefented. 
They haye connexions with thofe 
that elcft, and they have influence 
over them. The gentleman men- 
tioned the ftock-holders : I hope he 
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does not reckon the debts of the na- 
tion as a pa'-t of the national eftate. 
Since the acceftion of K^ng. William, 
many minifters, fome of great, others 
pf more moderate abilities, have taken 
the lead of government.' 

He then went through the lift of 
them, bringing it down till he came 
to himfelf, giving a ihort iketch of 
the characters of e^ch of them. 
* None pf thefe, he faid, thought, 
or ever dreamed, of robbing the co- 
lonies of their con,liitutional rights* 
That was referved to. mark the aera 
of the late adminiftration : not that 
there were wanting fome, when I had, 
the honour to ferve his Majefty, to 
propofe to me to burn my fingers 
with an American {fca|np aft, With 
the enemy at their back, with oui? 
bayonets ^t their breafts, in the day 
of their diftrefs, perhaps the Amerin 
cans would have lubmitted to tlie im- 
pofition; but it would have been 
taking an ungenerous, and unjuft ad- 
vantage. The gentlemai^. bdaf|s of 
his bounties to America*! Are not 
thofe bounties intended fipally for thi{ 
benefit of this kingdom ? If they are 
not, he has. mifapplied the national 
treafures, I am no courtier of Ame- 
rica, I ftand up for this kingdom. 
I maintain, that the parliament has 
a right to bind, to reftrain America, 
Our legiflative power over the colo- 
nies is fovereign and fupreme. Wheiv 
it ceafes to be fovereign and fupreme^ 
I would advife every gentleman to 
fell his lands, if'he can, and embark 
for that country. When two coun- 
tries are conneded together, like 
England and her colonies, without 
being incorporated,, the one muft nc- 
ceffarily gpvera; the greater muft 
rule the lefs ; but fp rule it, a« not 
to contradift the fiundamental piin« 
Qples that are common to both. 

* If the gentleman does not under- 
ftand the difference between internal 
and external taxes, I cannot help it ; 
but there is a plain difiinftion between 
taxe^ levied for the purpofes of raifing 

are- 
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t teramc, and dirties impofed for 
die regulation ©f trade, for the ac- 
commodation of f he fnbjeft ; altho*, 
in tha confequences, fonre revenue 
might incident^ly arife from the lat- 
ter. \ 

' The gentleman a&s, when were 
the colonies emancipated ? But I de- 
fire to know, when they were made 
ihcves ? But I dwell not in)on words. 
When I had the hononr of ferving his 
Majefty, I availed myfelf of the means 
of inftmnation, which I derived from 
my office : I fpcak therefore from 
knowledge. My materials were good. 
I was at pains to colle6l, to digeft, 
fo confider them ; and I will be bold 
to affirm, that the 'profits to Great- 
Britain from the trade of the colonies, 
dirough all its branches, is two mil- 
lions a year. This is the fund that 
carried you triirmphantly through the 
laft war. The eftates that were rent- 
ed at two thoufand pounds a year, 
threefc6re years ago, are at three 
thoufand pounds at prefent, Thofe 
eftates fold then from fifteen to eigh- 
teen years purchafe ; the fame may 
be now fold for thirty. You owe 
this to America. This is the price 
ttoit America pays you for her protec- 
tion. And {hall a miferable financier 
come with a boaft, that he can fetch 
a pepper-corn into the Exchequer, to 
the \ok of millions to the nation ! 
I dare not fay, hOw much higher tliefe 
profits may be augmented. Omit- 
ting -ttie immense increafe of people, 
by natural population, in the north- 
cm colonies, and the migration from 
every part of Europe, I am convin- 
ced the whole commercial fyftem of 
America may be altered to, advan- 
tage. You hare prohibited, where 
you oi»ght to have encouraged ; and 
you have encouraged where you ought 
to have prohibited. Improper re- 
llraints have been laid on the conti 
nent, in favour of the iflantts. You 
have but two nations to trade with in 
America. Would you had twejaty ! 
Let ai^ of parliament in con iequencc 
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df tieaties remain, bdt let not aa 
Englifii minifter become a cullom- 
houfe officer for Spain, or for any fo- 
reign power. Much is wrong, much 
may oe amended for the general 
goodof the whole* 

' Does the gentleman complain he 
has been mifreprefented in the public 
prints ? It is a common misfortune. 
In the Spaniffa affair of the lall war, 
I was abufed in all the news-papers, 
for having advifed his Majefty to vio- 
late the law of nations with regard to 
Spain* The abufe was indu^^ioufly. 
-circulated even in hand-bills. If ' 
aldminiftration did not propagate the 
abufe^ adminiftration never contra* 
difted it. I will not fay what advice 
I did ^vt to the King. My advice 
is in writing, figned by myfelC in 
the poiTeffion of the crown. But I 
win fay, what advice I did -not give 
to the King : I did not advife him 
to Tiolate any of the laws of nations. 

* As to the report of the gentle- 
man's preventing in fome way the 
trade for bullion with the Spaniards, 
it was fpoken of fo confidently, that 
I own I am one of thofe who did be- 
lieve it to be true. 

* The gentleman muft not wohder 
he was not contradidled, when, as 
the minifter, he afferted the right of 
parliament to tax America, I know 
not how it is, but there is a modeftv 
in this houfe which does not chufe to 
contradift a minifter. I wifli gentle- 
men would get ttiQ better of this mo- 
^e^y, U they do not, perhaps, the 
colleftive body may begin to abate 
of its refpe^ for the reprefentative. 
Lord Bacon had told me, that a great 
queftion would not fail of being agi- 
tated ^ one time or another. I was 
willing to agitate that at the proper 
feaibn, the German war : my Ger- 
man war, they called it. Every (ef" 
lions I cdled out, has any body any 
objeftions to the German war? No 
body wQuld objefl to it, one gentle- 
man only excepted, fince removed to 
the upper houfe, by fucceffion to an 
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ancient barony,' (meaning Lord le 
Dcfpciitcr, formerly Sir Francis Dafh- 
wood ;) he told r\e, '* he did not like 
a German war.'* I honoured the 
man for it» and was forry when he 
was turned Sut of his poft. 

• A great deal has been faid without 
doors, of the power, of the ftrength 
of America. It is a topic that ought 
to be cautioufly . meddled with. In 
a gobd caufe, on a found bottom, the 
farce of this country can crufh America 
to atoms. I know the valour of your 
troops. I know the fltill of your of- 
ficers. There is not a company of. 
foot that has ferved in America, out 
of which you may not pick a man of 
fufficient knowledge and experience, 
to make a governor of a colony there* 
But on this ground, on the ftamp-adt, 
when fo many here will think it a 
crying injuftice, I am one who will 
Hit up my hands againft it. 

* In fuch a caufe, your fuccefs would 
be hazardous. — America, if ihe fell, 
would fall like the flrong man. She 
Would embrace the pillars of the flate, 
a)id pull down the conftitution along 
with her. Is this your boalled peace t 
Not to fheath the fword in its fcab-* 
^bard, but to fheath it in the bowels 
of your cpiihtrj'men f Will you quar- 
rel with yourlelves, how the whole* 
houfe of Bourbon is united againft 
you? While France difturbs your 
fifheries in Newfoundland, embar- 
rafles your flave trade to Africa, and 
witholds from your fubjedb in Canada, 
their property ftipulated by treaty; 
while the ranfom tor Manillas is de- 
nied by Spain, and its gallant con- 
queror bal'ely traduced mto a mean 
plunderer, a gentleman, (Sir W. 
Draper) whofe noble and generous 
fpirit would do honour to the proudeft 
grandee of the country. The Ame- 
ricans have not adea in all things 
with prudence and temper. They 
have been wronged. They have been 
driven to madnefs by injullice. Will 
you punilh them for the madnefs you 
have occafioned ? Rather let prudence 
and temper come iirft from this fide. 
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I will undertake for America, thatflid 
will follow the example. ' There arc 
two lines in a ballad of Prior's, of a 
hian's behaviour to his wife, fo ap- 
plicable to you and your colonies, 
that I cannot helpj-epeating them : 
'Be to her faults a little blind : 
' Be to her virtues very kind; 
* Upon the whole, I will beg leave 
to tell the houfe what is really my 
opinion. It is, that the flamp-adi 
be repealed abfolutely^ totally^ and 
immediately. That the reafon for 
the repeal be afiigned, becaufe it was 
founded on an erroneous principle. 
At the fame time, let the fovereigii 
authority of this country over the co- 
lonies, be aiTerted in as ftrong terms 
as can be devifed, and be made to 
extend to every point of legiflation 
whatfoever. That we may bind their 
trade, confine their manufadlures, and 
exercife every power whatfoever^ ex- 
cept that of taking their money 
out of their pockets without their 
confentl* — 

This debate determined the repeal 
of the ftamp-a£t. At the fame time 
a bill was brought in, and paiTed, 
for fecuring the dependence of Ame- 
rica on Great Britain, in which it 
was afferted, " That the Parliament 
of Great Britain had a right to bind 
the Colonies in all cafes whatfoever. '^ 



When the bill to repeal the ftamp- 
adl, was before the committee of the 
hOufe of commons. Dr. Benjartiin 
Franklin was examined at the bar of 
the houfe, on the affairs of America. 
The following is a copy of the exa- 
mination. 

Q^ What is your name, and place 
of abode ? 

A. Franklin, of Philadelphia. 

Q^ Do the Americans pay any con- 
fiderable taxes among themfelveS ? 

A. Certainly many, and very heavy 
taxes. 

Q^ What are the prefent taxes in 
Pennfylvania, laid by the laws of the 
colony? A. There 
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Al Ther« ai^ taxes on aH eftates 
teal and peribnal, a poll-tax, a tax 
pu all offices^ profeifions, trades and 
bufineiTes^ accoitling to their promts ; 
an excife on all Mdne> rum> and other 
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iea-coaHs ; they do not, except in a 
few inihioces^ go back into the 
country ; and if they did, fending 
for fUmps by pod w6nld occaiion an 
expence of poftage, amounting, in 



ipuits ; an<i a du^ of ten pounds per many cafes, to much more than that 
head on all Negroes impoi*ted, with of the flamps thenifelves 
ibme other duties. 

Q^ For what purpo^s are thofe 
taxes laid? 

A» For the fupport of the civil and 
military eftabliihments of the country^ 
and to difcharge the heavy debt eon<- 
traded in the laft war. 

Q^ How long are thofe taxes to 
continue ? 

A. Thofe for difcharging the debt 
are to continue till 1772, and longer, 
if the debt fhould not be then all dif- 
charged. The Others muft always 
continue* 

^ Q^ Was it not expected that the 
debt would haxre been fooner dif- 
charged ? 

A* It waS| when the peabe was 



maae with l* ranee and bpain — 15 ut a lomes too, along 
heOx war breaking out with the In- very ihinly fettled, 



Q^ Are you acquainted with New- 
foundland ? 

A. I nev^r was thete; 

Qi Do yoii know whetkei' there iite 
any poft-roads on that iflarid ? 

A* I have heard that tker^ are no 
roads at all ; but that the commu- 
nication between one fettlement and 
another is by fca only. 

Q^ Can you difperfe the fbimps hy 
poft in Canada ? 

A. There is oiily ^ |k)ft between 
Montreal and Quebec. The inha- 
bitants live (o fcattered and remote 
from each other, in that v^ countiy, 
that polls cannot be fupported among 
them, aiid therefore tney cannot get 
ftampS p^r ^Oft. The Englifh co- 
lonies too, along the frontlets, afe 



dians, a freih load of debt was in- 
curred, and the taxes> of courfe, con- 
tinued longer by a new law. , 

Q^ Ar6 not all the people very 
able to pay thofe taxes ? 

A. No. The frontier counties, all 
along the continent, have been fre- 
iquencly ravaged by the enemy, and 



Q. From the thihnefs of thfe back 
fettlements, would not the ilanlp-ad 
be extremely inconvenient tO the in* 
habitants, if executed i 

A. To be furfe it ivould ; as many 
of the inhabitants could not get ftamps 
when they had oiccafioh for them, 
without taking long journeys, aiid 



greatly impoveriftied, are able to pay Ibending perhaps three or four pounds, 
very little tax. And therefore, in that thfe crown might 



very 

coniideration of their diflreiiies, our 

late tax laws do exprefsly favour thofe 

counties, excuiing the fufFerers ; and 

I fuppofe the fame is done in other 

government. 

Q^ Are not you concerned in the 
management of the poft-ofBce in Ame- 
rica? 

A. Yes; I am deputy poll-mafler 
general of North-America; 

Q^ Don'c you think the diflribiitibn 
of ftamps, by poft, to all the inha- 
bitants, very prafticabfc, if there 
was no opposition ? 

Ak Tne poifts only go along the 



get iix^pence. 

QiV Are not the colonies, frdm 
their circiimftances, very able to pay 
the ilamp duty. 

A. In my opinion, thete is not 
gold and Alver enough in the colonies 
to pay the ftamp duty fot one year. 

Q^ Don't you know that the money 
ariiing from the ilainps was all to be 
laid out in America ? 

A. I know it is appropriated by the 
aft to the American fervice ; but it 
Will be fpent in the conquered colo- 
nies, where the ibldiers are, not in 
the colonies >,that pay it. 

Q^ Is there not a balance of trscde 
K du^ 
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due from the colonies where the.troona 
are pofted, that will bring bac]c the 
jnoney to the old colonies ? 

A. I think not. I believe very 
little would come back. 1 know of 
so trade likely to bring it back. ^ t 
think it wpttld come from the colonies 
where it was fpent diredUy to Eng- 
land ; for I have always obferved, 
that in every colony the more plenty 
the me^ns of remittance to En^and, 
the more ^oods are fent for, and the 
more tr^oe with England carried 
Cn. 

Q^ What number of white inha- 
bitants do you think there are in 
Pennfylvania ? 

A. I fiiJ^O.fe there may be about 
J 6^060. 

Q. What number of them are 
Quakers ? ^ 

A. Perhaps a third. 
Q^ What number of Germans ? 
A. Perhaps another third ; but I 
cannot fpeak with certainty. 

Qj^ Have any number of the Ger- 
mans feei^ Service, as foldiersj^ in 
l^urope ? 

A. Yes,— many of them, both in 
Europe and America. 

Q^ Arc they as much diflatisfied 
with the ftamp-duty as the Englifh ? 

A. Yes, and more ; and with 
reafon, as their ftamps are, in many 
cafes, to be double, ' 

Q^ How many white men do you 
fuppofe tl^ere are in North-America ? 
A. About 300,000, from fixteen 
' to iixty years of age. 

Q. "Vyh^t may be the amount of 
one year's imports into Pennfylvania 
from Britain ? 

A. I have been informed fhat our 
merchants compute the imports from 
Britain to be above 500,000 pounds. 
Q^ What may be the amount of the 
produce of your province exported to 
Britain ? 

A. It mud be fmall, as we produce 
little that is wanted in Britain. I 
fuppoTe it cannot exceed 40,000 
pounds. 



Q;^ How then do, you pay" the 
^balance ? 

A. The b^nce is paid by oar pro- 
duce carried to die Weft-Indies, and 
fold in our own tflai^ds, or to the 
French, Spaniards, Danes andOutch^ 
ty the fame carried to other colonies 
in North- America, aa to New-Eng- 
land, Nova- Scotia, Newfoundland, 
jCarolina and Georgia ; by the fame 
carried to different parts of Europe, as 
Spain, Portugal and Italy. In all 
^vhich places we receive either money, 
bills of exchange, or commodities that 
fuit for remittance to Britain ; which» 
together with all the profits on the 
induftry of our merchants and ma^- 
riners, arifing in thofe circuitous voy- 
ages, and the freights made by their 
imps, center finally in Britain to dif- 
charge the balance, and pay fer Bridfli 
manufadures contintiaHy ufed in the 
province, or fdd to foreigners 1^ oiir 
traders. 

Q^ Have you Heard of any diffi- 
culties lately laid on the Spamfii 
trade ? 

A. Yes, I have heard that it has 
been greatly obftraded by fome new 
regulations, and by die English men 
of^war and cotters ftationed all along 
the coaft in America. 

Q^ Do you think it right that 
America Ihould be protedcd by this 
countfry, and pay no part of the 
expence ? 

A. That is not the cafe. The co- 
lonies raifed, cloathed and payed, 
during the laft war, near 25000 men, 
and fpent many millions. 

Q^ Were not you reimborfed by 
parliament ? 

A. We were only reimbursed what, 
in your opinion, we had advanced 
beyond our proportion, or beyond 
what might reafohably be expected 
from us ; and it was a very fmall part 
of what we fpent. Pennfylvania, in 
particular, difburfed about 500,000 
pounds, and the reimburfements in 
the wholci did not exceed 60,000 
pounds^ 

. Qi You 
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Qr You have faid that you pay hit trade* he puts aa addittpntl price 



heavy taxes in Pennlylvania ; what do 
they amount to in the pound ? 

A. The tax on all diates, real 4nd 
perfohaly is eighteenrpence in the 
pound, fully rated; and the tax on 
the profits of trades and profefliops, 
with other taxes, do, I fuppofe, make 
full half a crown in the pound. 



01^ his goods ; and t1ie confumers* 
who are chiefly landholders, finally 
pay the greateft part, if not diff 
whole. 

Qj^ What was the temper of Ame- 
rica towards Great Britain befiore tho 
year 1763 ? 

A. The beft in the world. They 



Q^ Do you know any thing of the fubmitted willingly to the goverQinei^ 



rate of exchange in Pennfylvani^, and 
whether it has fallen lately ? 

A. Jcis commonly from 170 to 175. 
I have heard that it has fallen lately 
from 17s to 16? and a half, owing, 
I fuppofe, to their leflening their 
orders for goods ; and when their 
debts to this country are paid, I think 
the exchange will probably be at par. 



of the crowq, and paid, in all their 
courts, . obedience to a£iLs of parlia- 
ment. Numerous as the people ai\^ 
in the feveral old orovinces,. they coft 
you nothing in forts, dtadels, gar- 
rifoDs or armies, tokeepehem in fub« 
jedtion. They were governed by this . 
country s\t the ejcpence oi>ly of a litclo 
pen, ink and paper. . They were led 



Q^ Do riot you think the people of by a thread. "They had not only a 

America would fubmit to pay the refpeft, but an affedion for GrciK- 

ftamp-duty, if it was moderated ? Britain, for its laws, its cuftoms and 

A.. No, never, unlefs compelled by manners, and even a fbndnefs for its 

force of arms. ^ *•«-•- ^1--^ t 

Q^ Are not the taxes in Pcnnfyl 



vania laid on unequally, in order to 
^urthen the Ehglilh trade, particu- 
larly the tax on profeflions and bu- 
fuiefs ? 

A. It is not more burthcnfome in 
proportion than the tax on lands. It 
is intended, and fuppofed to take an 
equal proportion of profits. 

Q^ How is the aflembly compofed ? 
Of what kind of people are the mem- 
bers, landholders or traders f 

A. It is compofed of. landholders, 
merchants and artificers. 

Q:, Are not the majority land- 
holders ? 

A. I believe they are. 
Q^ Do not they, as much as pof- 
fible, fhift the tax off from the land, 
to eafe that, and lay the burthen 
heavier on trade ? 

A. I have never underftood it fo. 
I never heard fuch a thing fuggefted. 
And indeed an attempt of that kii|d 
could anfwer no purpofe. The mer- 
chant or trader is always ikilled in 
figures, and ready with his pen and 
ink. If unequal burthens are laid on 



fafliions, that greatly increafed the 
commerce. Natives of Britain were 
always treated with particular regard ; 
to be an Old England-man was, of* 
itfelf, achara^rof fomerefped, and 
gave a kind of rank among ns. 
Q^ And what is thdir temper QOir* 
A. O, very much altered* 
Q^ Did you ever hear the auAorlty ^ 
of parliament to make laws for Atte«* 
rica queftioned till lately? 

A. The authority pf parliamenr. 
was allowed to be valid in all laws,; 
except fuch as fhould lay internal 
taxes. It was never difputed in laying: 
duties to regulate comxperce^ 

Q^ In what proportion hath pop»* 
lation increafed in Ao(ierica? 

A. I think the inhabicAotC of all 
the provinces together, taken at ante^ 
diurn, double in aboilt twenty-Bve 
years. But their demand for Britift 
manufa^ures increafea maeh fafter» «• 
the confumption is not merely in pro- 
portion to their numbers, but growa 
with the growing abilities of the fame 
numbers to pay for them. In 1723, 
the whole i^tpcM'taiion from Btttatn M 
Pennfylyania> w^ but; about 15,00^ 
K z pmittdt 
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pounds fterfing ; it is now near half 
a million. 

Q^ In what light did the people of 
America ufe to cphfider the parliament 
of Great-Britain ? 

A. They tohiidered the parliament 
as the great bulwark 'anft fecuritv of 
their liberties and privileges, ana al- 
ways fpoke of it' with the utmoft rc- 
{ptGt and veneration. Arbitrary mi- 
nifters, they thought, might poffibly, 
at tinges, attempt to opprefs them ; 
but they relied on it, that the parlia- 
ment, on application, would always 
give redrefs. They remembered, with 
gratitude, d ftrohg ihftance of this, 
when a bill was brought into parlia- 
ment, with a claufe, to niake' royal 
inftru€dons laws in the colonies, which 
the houfe of commons would not paTs, 
and it was thrown out. ' 

' Q^ And have they riot ^11 the fame 
refpeidl for parliament ? 

A. No ; it is greatly leifened. 
Q^ To what caufes is that owing ^ 
Ai To a concurrence of caufes ; 
th^ reftraints lately laid on their trade / 
by which the bringing of foreign gold 
and filvcr into the colonies was pre- 
vented ; th^ {>rohibition of making 
paper money aiifong themfelves ; and 
then demanding a hew and heavy tax 
by ftamps ; taking' away, at the fame 
time, trials by juries, and refufing to 
receive and hear their humble pe- 
titions. 

' Q^ Don't you think they would 
i^bin.it to the ftamp-ad, if it was 
modified, the obnoxious parts taken 
out, and the duty reduced to ibme 
particulars, of fmall moment ? 
i A. No; they will nevtir fubmit 
to' it, '••••• 

Q^ What do you diink is the rea- 
i>n that the people <5f Aiheriqi in- 
* creafe fafter than in England ? - 
• A. .Becaufe th«ty marry younger, 
and more generally. 
C^Whyfo? • 
. ' A. Becaufe any young couple that 
afe induftrioos, may eaiity obtain land 
^ their own^ on which diey can raife 
» family* 
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Q^ Are not the lower rank of piei>- 
ple more at their eafe in America thah 
in England ? ^ 

A. They may be fo, if they are 
fober and ailigent, as they are better 
paid fpr their labbur. 

Q. What is your opinion of a 
future tax,' impofed on the fame prin- 
ciple with that of the flamp-a£t ; howr 
would' 'the Americans receive it ? 

A. juft as they do this. They 
would not pay it. 

QJ Hfive not you heard of the re- 
folution^ 'of this houfe, and of the 
houfe of lords, ' afferdng the right! of 
parliament relating to America, in- 
cluding i power to tax the people 
there r • . - 

A. Yes, I have heard of fuch re- 
folutions. • ' • " 

(^ What will be the opinion of 
the Americans on thole refolutibns?' ' 
A. They will think them undon- 
ftitutional and unjuft. 

Q^ Was it an opinion in America 
before 1763, that the parliament had 
no right to lay taxes arid dutie^ 
there r ' "■ 

A. I never heard an^ obje^ion to* 
the right' of laying duttes to regulate 
commerce j but a right' to lay internal 
taxes was never fuppofed tp be in pari 
liament, as 'we are not reprefented 
there. * 

Q^ On what do you found your 
opinion, that the people in Americ^ 
made any fuch diftindUon ? 

A. I know that whenever the fubjedl 
has occurred in conyerfation where I 
have been prefent, it has appeared t6 
be the opinion pf every one, that we 
could not l)e tkxed in a parliament 
where we were not reprefented. But 
the payment of duties laid by ad of 
parliament, as regulations of com- 
merce was never diiputied. 

Q^ But can you naine any a£i of 
afleriibly, or public ail of any of your 
governments, that made fuch dif- 
tinaion? ' ^ 

A. I do not know that there was 
any ; I tMnk there was never an oci 

caiioi^ 
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tstHpn to make any fuch aft> till now 
that you have attempted to ta^ us ; that 
has occafioned refolutions of affcmbly, 
declaring the diftin6iion, in which I 
think every affenibly on the continent, 
and every njeinber in every afiembly, 
have been unanimous. 
' Q^ What then could occaiion con- 
verfacions on that fubjed before that 
tin>e, 

A. Thprew^sin i754apropofition 
^ade (I' think it came from hence^ 
that m cafe of a war, which vy^s then 
apprehended^ 'thip gpyernprs of the 
colonies fliojjld' meet/ ^nd order the 
levying of troops, biilding of forts, 
aha taking cveiy other neccflary mea- 
furc for the general defence ; an4 
ihoyld draw on the treaAiry here for 
die turns expended, which Were after- 
wards to bersufed in tte colpnies by a 
general tax, to be laid on them by aft 
of parliament. This occafioned a 
good deal of converfation on the fub- 
jtft, and the general opinion was, 
that the parliament neither would nor 
could lay any tax on us, till we were 
duly reprcfented in parliament, be- 
caufc it was not juft, nor agreeable to 
the nature of an'Ehgliih c6nftitution, 

Q:^'i)on*t you know there was a 
time in New- York, when it was 
jdnder confideration to make an ap- 
plication to parliament to lay taxes on 
rtiat colony, upon a deficiericv arifing 
from the affembly's refufmg or ne- 
gledting tq raife the neceffary fupplies 
ft)r the fcpport of the civil govern- 
ment f' 

A. I never heard of it. 

Q^ There was fuch an application 
ander confideration in New- York; 
and do you apprehend they could fup- 
pofe the right of parliament to lay a 
tax in America wa3 only loc^l, and 
ccmfined to the cafe of a deficiency in 
a particular colony, by a refufal of its 
afiembly to raife' the nccefiary fup- 
plies ? 

A. They could not fuppofe fuch a 
cafe, a$ that the aflembly would not 
jaife the neccflfary fupplies to fupport 
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its own government. An aflembly , 
that would refufe it mull want com- 
mon fehfe, which cannot be fuppo^. 
I think there never was any fuch cafe at 
New'^Vork, and that it muft be a 
mifrepreientation, or the fad mufl be 
mifunderftood. I know there l^ave 
been fome attempts, by miniflerial 
inftru^ions fj-om hence, to oblijg;e the 
afiemblies to fettle permanent (alarie^ 
oh governors, which they wifely re*- 
Aifed to do; but I believe no afo 
fembly of New^Ygrlf, pr aijy other 
colony, ever ref^jfexi duly to fupport 
government by proper allowances, 
from time to time, to public 6&cer^p 

Q. But in cafe a govemqr^ zf^g. 
by inftrudlion, Jhoul^ cajl on ah ai- 
fembly to raife the neceffary fupplies, 
and the aflembly fiiQuld refufe to do 
it, dp you hot think it would then be 
for the good of the people of the 
colony, as vyell as neceffary to govern^ 
ment, that the parliament fhould tax 
them ? 

A. I do not think it woulfl be ne- 
ceffary. If an affembly cpi^ld pofiibly 
be fo abfurd as to refufe railing the 
fupplies requifite for the maintenance 
of government ^tnion^ them, they 
could npt' long remain in fuch a 
fituation ; the diforders and confufion 
' occafioned by it mufl ibon bring them 
to reafon, 

Q^ If it fliould not, ought not the 
jight to be in Great-Britain of apjply- 
ing a remedy ? 

A. A right only to be ufed in fuch 
a cafe, I fhould have no objection to, 
fuppofing it to be ufed merely for the 
good of the people of the colony. 

Q^ But who is to judge' of that, 
Britain or the colony ? 

A. Thofe that feel can befl judge. 
Q^ You fay the colonies have al* 
ways fubmitted to external taxes, and 
objedt to the right of parliament only 
in laying internal taxes ; now can yo|i 
fhew that there is any kind of dif- 
ference between the two taxes td the 
colony on which they may be D»i4^ 

A. I 
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A. I thiiik tfie difference is very 
great. An external tax is a duty laid 
on cbtnthodities infipo'rted ; that duty 
is added xd the lirft coffj^ and other 
charges on tie commodity, and when 
it is orfercd fo fale, makes a part of 
the price. If the people do not like 
it at that price, they refufe it ; they 
are not, obliged to pay it. But an 
internal tax is forced from' the people 
withonf th6ir con fen t, if niJt laid by 
their own' repr^fentativeS. The ftamp 
aft fays, we fliali have no commerce, 
make no eXthstrige of property with 
each other, neither purchafe nor 
gratit, ripf recover debts; we fhall 
neither marry nor make our wills, 
•nleftf wc pay fiichand fuch firms, 
and thus it is intend^id to extort. our 
Axoney from' us, or ruin us by thq 
d)nfequences of refufing to pay it. 

Qj^ Btft fuppofmg the internal tax 
Or duly to be laid on the neceffaries ot 
life i^orted into your colony, will 
toi th^ te the fame thing in its 
effefts as an internal tax ? 
' A. I do not know a fingle article 
imported into the northern colonies, 
but what they can either do without, 
6r make themfelves. 

Qj^. I)on't you think cloth from 
Erfglandabfolutely neceffary to them ? 

A. No, by no means abfolutely 
BCcefFary ; with induftry and good 
management' they may very well 
Ibpjply themfelves with all they want. 

Q^ Will it not take a long time 
to eltabliih that manufafture among 
them ; and mufl they not in the 
mean whilfe fuffer greatly ? 

A. I think not. They have made 
a furprifirtg progrefs already. And I 
am of opinion, that before their old 
clothes are worn out, . they will have 
new ones of their own making. 

Q^ Can they poflibly find wool 
enough in North- America ? 

A. They have taken fteps to in* 
creafe the wool. They entered into 
general combinations to eat no more 
lamb, and .very few lambs were killed 
^ft year. - This doCirft perfiHed in. 
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will fooa make a prodigious; diiference 
in the quantity of wool. And the 
eilablifhing of great manufaidories, 
like thofe in the clothine towns here, 
is not neceffafy, as it is where the 
bufinefs is to be carried on for the pur- 
pofes of trgde. The people will all 
fpin^ and work for themfelves, in their ' 
own houfes. 

Q^ Can there be wool and mand- 
fadure enough in one or two years i 

A. In three years, I- think, there 
riiay.. 

Q^ Poes not the fcyeiity of the 
winter, in the northern colonies, oc- 
cafion the wool to be of bad quality? 
' A, No ; the wool is very fine and 
good. 

Q^ In the more fouti^ern colonies, 
as in Vir|;inia, don't you know that 
the wool 1$ coaf (e, and only a kind of 

A. I don't know it. t never heard 
it. Yet I have been fometimes in 
Virginia. I cannot fay I ever took 
particular notice of the wool there, 
but I believe it is good* though £ 
cannot fpeak pofitivel^ 6f.it; but. 
Virginia, and the colonies ibuth of it, 
have lefs pccafion for wool j their 
winters arfi fhort, and not very (evere, 
and they can. , very welf clothe them- 
felves with linejpi and cotton of their, 
own raifing for ibe reft of the year. 

Q^ Are not the people in the more 
northern colonies obliged to fodder 
their fheep all the winter? 

A. In fome of the moif nbrtiern 
colonies they may be obliged to do it 
fome part of the w'nte? . 

Q;^ Confidering the* refolutious of 
parliament, as to, the ,right, do you 
think, if the ftatnp-a£l is repealed^ 
that the North- Americans will be fa-.' 
tisfied ? 

A. I believe tliey will ? 

Q^ Why do you think fo ? 
^ A. I think the refolutions of jright 
will give them very little concern, if 
they are never attempted ta be carried 
into praft^ce. The colonies will pro- 
bably confidcr themfelves in the fame 
fituatipn^ 
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fituatiflaat in tiiat xtfpe^, with /Ire- 
land ; they know you claim the fiune 
right with r^sard to Irflland^ bojt you 
never exercife it. And they may 
beiieye you never will exercife it in 
the oo]ome9> any more than in Irer 
landy unlef^ on feme yery extraordi- 
nary Qccafion. 

Q^ Box who ace to be the judges of 
that extmordinary occafion ? Is not 
the4>arlia]nent? 

A. Ti&ough the farlsament may 
judge of the occafion* the people wiU 
dii&k it can never tJttraft (uch right, 
tijl reprefentatives fmm the colonies 
are admitted into parliament, and 
that whenever the occafion arifes, re- 
prefentatives will be ordered. 

Q^ Did you never hear that Mary- 
land, dunng the laft war, had refufed 
to fumifh a quota towards the am- 
nion defence i 

A. Maryland has been much mif- 
reprefented in xhat matter. Mary- 
land, tD my knowledge, never re- 
fuied to contribute, or grant aids to 
the crown. The a&mblies evtry 
year, dncmg the war, voted confider- 
able foms, and foiimed bills to raife 
them. The bilb were, according to 
the conftitution of that province, fent 
up to the council, oriq>per houfe, for 
concurrence, that they might be pre- 
fented to the governor, in order to be 
enadbd into laws. Unhappy dtf- 
putes between the two houfes arifing, 
from the defers of that coniUtution 
principally, rendered all the bills but 
one or two abortive. The proprie- 
tary's .council rejected them. It is 
true, Maryland did not contribute 
its p-oportion, but it was, in my 
opinion, the fault of the government, 
not of the people. 

Q^ Was it not talked of in the 
other provinces as a proper meafure 
to apply to parliament to compel 
them? 

A. I have heard fuch difcourfe; 
but as it was well known, that the 
people were not to blame, no fuch 
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application was ever made, jior-any 
ftep taken towards it. • 

Q^ Was it not prppoied U a pub- 
lic meeting ? 

A. Not that I know of. 

Q^ Do you remember the abollih- 
ing of t}\e paper currency in New- 
England, by a£l of a£em)bly ? 

A. I do remember its beiug abob- 
fiihed, in the Ma^admlett's-bay. 

Q. Was not lieutenant-governqr 
Hutckinfon principally concerned in 
that tranfadlion ? 

A. I have heard fa, 

Q^ Was it not at that time a yeiy 
unpopuhur law? 

A. I believe it might, though I 
can fay little about it, as I lived at a 
dillance fropi that province. 

Q^ Was not the fcarcity of gold 
and filver an argument u&d againft 
abolifhing the paper ? 

A. I fuppofe it was. 

Q^ What is the prefent opinio 
there of that law ? b it as unpopular 
as it was at firft i 

A, I think it is not. 

Q^ Have i^t inftruftions froi^ 
hence been fomerimes fent aver to 
governors, highly opprefilve and un- 
political f 

A. Yes. 

Q^ Have nnt /ome governors diif- 
p^fed with them for that i:eafon i 

A. Yes; I have heard fo. 

Q^ Did the Americans ever dif- 
pute the contrpuling power of par- 
liament to regulate the co^unesce ? 

A. No. 

Q^ Can any thing lefs iiha,n a mi- 
litary force carry the flamp ad into 
execution ? 

A. I do not fee how a military 
force can be applied to tjhat purpofe. 

Q. Why may it not ? 

A. Suppofe a military force fent 
into America, they will find nobody 
in arms j what are they then to do ? 
They cannot force a man tp take 
ftamps who chufes to do without them. 
They will not find a rebellion ; t^i^ey 
may indited make one^ Q^ 
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(^ If the a£l is not repealed, what 
doyoQ think will be the confeqaences > 
' A. A total lofs of the refpeft and 
affe&ion the people of America bear 
to this country, and of all the com- 
merce that depends on that reipedt 
and affection. 

Q^ How can tHe ooiamercd be 
afieded ? 

A. You will find, that if die aft 
Is not repealed, they will take very 
little of your manufadlures in a (hdrt 
time. 

Q^ Is it in their power to do with- 
out them^ 

A. I think they, may very well do 
without them. 
• Q^ Is it their intereft not to take 
them ? 

A. The goods they take from Bri- 
tain are either necefTaries, mere con- 
veniences, or fuperfluities. The 
firft, as cloth, &c. with a little in- 
. duihy they can make at home ; the 
lecond they can do without, till they 
are able to provide them among 
themielves ; and the laft, which are 
much the greateft part, they will 
ftrike off immediately. They are 
mere articles of fafhion, purchafed 
and confumed, beca^ufe the fafhion in 
a refpedled country ; but will now be 
detefted and rejedled. The people 
have already ftruck off, by general 
agreement, the ufe of ^11 goods fafh- 
ionable in mournings^ and many 
thoufand pounds worth are Tent back 
as unfaleable. 

Q;^ Is it their intereft to make cloth 
at home?. 

A. I think they may at prefent get 
it cheaper from Britain, I mean of 
the fame finenefs and neatnefs of 
workmanfliip ; but when one confi- 
ders other circumftances, thereftraints 
on their trade, and the difficulty of 
making remittances, it is their inte- 
reft to make every thing. 

Q. Snppofe an adl of internal re- 
gulations connected with a tax, how 
would they receive it ? 
A. I think it would be objected to. 



Qi Then no regttlatton wilh a tax 
would be fubmitted to ? 
^ A. Their opinion is, that vriien 
aids to the crown are wanted, they are 
to be aiked of the ieveral a^embties, 
according to the old eftabliihed nfage, 
who will, as they always have done, 
grant them freely. And that their 
money ought not to be given away. 
Without theif 6on(ent, by perfons at 
a diftance, unacquainted with their 
drcuiftftimces and abilities < .The 
graiftrng aids to the croy^n^ is the 
only means they hstve of recommend- 
ing themfelves to their fovcreign, 
and they think it tfxtl'emely hard and 
unjuft, that a body of men, in which 
they have no reprefentatives, fhould 
make a merit to itfelf of giving and 
granting what is not its own, biit 
theirs, and deprive them of a right 
they efteem of the utmoft value and 
importance, as it is the fecunty of 
all their other rights. 

Q^ But is not the poft-office, which 
they have long received, a tax as well 
as areguladon ? 

A. No; the money paid for the 
poftage of a letto- is not of the nature^ 
of a tax ; it is merely a quantum 
meruit for a fervice done i no peribn 
is compellable to pay the money, if 
he does not chufe to receive the fer- 
vice. A man may ftiil, as before 
the ad, fend his letter by a fervant, 
a fpecial meftenger, or a friend, if 
he thinks it cheaper and (afer. 

Q^ But do they not confider the re- i 
gulations of tl^epoft-ofiice, bythe a£t I 
of laft year, as a tax ? { 

A. By the regulations of laft year 
the rate of poftage was generally 
abated near thirty per cent, through 
all America; they certainly cannot 
coniider fuch abatement as a tax. 

Q^ If an exdife was laid by parlia- 
ment, which they might likewife 
avoid paying, by not confuming the 
articles excifed, would they then not 
objed to it ? 

A. They would certainly obje^ to 
it, as an excife is uncennedea with 

any 
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any ftnke dott^ ttui b «a«ty an 
aid Pfkick titey thkik tmght to be 
iJbed of dktdi, ttttdgraaeed by thetti^ 
if they are to ptif h, anct can ttf 
granted for them by ao Others tvhut^ 
lbev«r, whdm they ht^ not iJnpoir' 
ered for that piUfiofei 

Q. Ym fay they do not objcft to 
A« right of fafiament, fa layitfg 
duties on goods to be paid on thdr 
impctrtafioft; &ow> i» there any kind 
ef diflerence between a doty on the 
importation of goed»i and an exdk 
on their oonfuntption I 

A. Yes ; a very nmterial one; afr 
txaft, for the r^ibns I have juft 
mentioned, they think ym can harer 
•o right to lay Ti^ithki their country. 
*Bat the fea is yoars ; yoa maintain, 
by your fteets, the £tiety of naviga* 
ttoniait, and keepit dear of pirates) 
you may have theitfore a naturd and 
equitable right to iome toll or dnty 
on merchandisses carried throngh that 
part of your dominions^ towards de^ 
fraying the eipence you are at hr 
ihips to maintain the feftty of^ that 
caniage; 

Q>, DOe» this i«albiiing hold inr 
dke cafe of a duty laid ofn the produce 
of tkeir lands' e^drted? And would 
they not th^n objedl to fuch a doty f 

A*r i( H tended to make the pro* 
duce fo mttch dearer abroad! as to 
leiCia the demand ibr it, to befnre 
they would ob$e€l ta fnth a duty ; not 
to your 'right of laying it, but they 
would oompiatn of it as a burthen, 
and .petition you to lighten it. 

Q^ U not the duty paid on the to- 
bacco e^^rted a duty of that kind f 

A« That, I think, k only on to* 
baocx> carried jcoailiwi^ from one co- 
lony to another, and appropriated as 
a f^md for iuppordng the coHege at 
Williamfburgh in Virginia. 

Q^. Have not the aiTemblies in the 
\Vofl^-Indies the fame natural rights 
with thofc in Noith- America ? 

A. Undoubtedly, 

Q^ And is- there not a tar hid 
there on their fagats exported } 
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' A: f ant ifK>c ntndt sd|tutinil^a - 
with the Weft^ndies, butthcf intf 
offourandah^ft^rtait. Oitfti|i^ 
exported, wa, I believe, granted by 
^ir own a&mbKes. 

Q^ How inndi is th^ poH-tUx bi 
your provincti laid on unmarric^J 
taeni 

A. It iff, I tMnk^ fifteen finlfingi^ 
to be paid by evtry fttitgh freeman, 
upwards of tweni^-one years old. 

Q^ What k th« amiual amotmtof 
til the taxes^ in Pennfylrania ? 

A. Iihppd{eabdat20,obopotmdi 
fterKng. 

Q^ Suppofing the ftamp adf con« 
rinued, and enK)rced, do ydu aha^ 
gin^ that ilf-hnmottr will indtrcd thd 
Americans to givi6 as nrttch for worfift 
manufadiures of their own, attd u(g 
them, preferably to better of oar$l ^ 

A. Yes, I think fo. People Ml 
pay as fi-edy to ^adfy One p]^ifion aiS 
another, their refeittment at thei^ 
pride. 

Qi, Would the people at BoftotI 
difcontince thefr trade f 

A. The metdiants afe a v^ fintfll 
ntttiber, compared with the body of 
the people, and muft difcontlnne d)^ 
trade, if n'pbody will hay their goodie. 

Q^ What are die boay of the peO« 
pie in the colonies ? 

A. Tie/ are* formers, hufbani* 
men or planters. 

Q;, Would they fufffer Aejrodt«a^ 
oftheirlahds toroti 

A. No; but they woidd mitndft 
fb much* They would manu&£turd 
more, and plough lefs. 

Q^ Would they live without the 
adminiflratron of juftice in civil m^t^ 
ters, andfuffer all the inconveniences 
of fnch a fifuation for any^ confidfer- 
able timie, rather than take the 
llamps, fuppofing: the ftamps xvtt^ 
proteAed bf ai fuffiticttf force, where? 
tvtry one might have them ? 

A. I diink the fuppofirion ita^prac- 
ticable, that the ftamps ihould be fo 
prote&ed aK^ that every one ntigH 
have them* The ik€t requires Tub- 

L - diftribatora 
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dSbibators to be appointed ki every 
county town, diftrift and village, 
and they would be neceffary. Bu^ 
the principal diftributors, who were 
to have had' a confiderable profit on 
the whole, have, not thought it worth 
vvhile to tontinue in the office, and 
t think It impoffible to find fub-dif- 
tributors fit to be truftcd, who, for 
ihe trifling profit that miift come to 
their ftiare, would incur the odium, 
«n4 run the hazard that would attend 
It; and'if they could be found, I 
think it imprafticable to proted the 
6amps in fo fiiany diftant and remote 
places. 

Qj^ But in places where they Could 
be protedled, would not the people 
ufe them rather thrn remain in fuch 
a fituation, unable to obtain any 
nght, or recover, by law, any debt ? 
A. it is hard to fay what they 
would do. I can only judge \yhat 
other people will think,^ and how 
tliey will a£t, by what 1 feel within 
inyfclf. I have a great many debts 
due to file in America, and I had 
rather they fhbuld remain unrecover- 
able by any law, than fubmit to the 
ftamp aft. They will be debts of 
honour. It is my opinion the peo* 
pie will either continue in that fitua- 
tion, or find fome way to extricate 
themfelves, perhaps by generally 



ajgreeing to proceed M the courts 
without ftamps. 

Q^ What do you think a fufficient 
military, force to protedt the diilribu- 
tion of the flamps in every part of 
America ? 

A. A very great force; I can't 
fay what, if the difpofition of Ame- 
rica is for a general refiftance. 

Q^ Wliat is the number of men in 
America able to bear, arms, or of 
difciplined militia > 

A. There are, 1 fuppofe. at leaft— 
[Queftion objeded to. He with- 
drew. Called in again.] 

Q^ Is the American Samp a6t an 
equal tax on that country ? 

A. I think noti 

Q^ Why To ? 
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A. The greateft part of the monef 
mufl arife from law-fuits for the re- 
covery of debts, and be paid by the 
lower fort of people, who were too 
poor eafiiy to pay their debts. It is 
therefore a heavy tax on the poor, 
and a tax upon them for being poor. 

Q^ But will not this increafe of 
expence be a means of leflening the 
number- of law-fuits ? 

A. I think not; for as the calls 
all fall upon the debtor, and are to 
be paid by him, they would be no 
difcouragement to the creditor to 
bring his adion. 

Q^ Would it not have the effeft of 
exceffive ufury ? 

A. Yes, as an oppreflion of the 
debtor. • 

(^ How many (hips are there 
laden aniiually in North-America 
with flax-feed for Ireland ? 

A. I cannot fpeak to the number 
offliips, but I know that in 1752, 
io,oco hogftieads of flax-feed, each, 
containing feven bulhels, were ex- 
ported from Philadelphia to Ireland^ 
I fupppfe the quantity is grpatly in-^ 
creafed fince that time ; and it is 
underilood that the exportation firom 
New- York is equal to that from Phi- 
ladelphia. 

Qi, What becomes, of the flax that 
grows with that flak-feed ? 

A. They manufacture fome into 
coarfe, and fome into a middling 
kind of linen. 

Q^ Are there any flitting^mills in 
America ? 

A. I think there arc three, but I 
believe only one at prefent employed* 
iTuppofe they will all be fettowork, 
if the interruption of the trade con- 
tinues. 

Q^ Are there any fulling millg 
there? 

A. A great many. 
Q^ Did you never hear that a great 
quantity of ftockings were contrafted 
for, for the army, during the .war, 
and manufactured in PJiiladelphia ? 
A. I have heard fo. 
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Q^ If the ftamp aff fhould be te- 
pealed, would not the Americans 
think they could oblige the parlia- 
ment to repeal every external tax- 
law now in force f 

A. It is hard to anfwer queftions 
of what people at fnch a dillancc wilf 
think. 

Q^ B«t what do you imagine they 
will think were the motives of re- 
pealing the aft ? 

A, 1 fuppofe they will think that 
it v/is repealed from a convidlion of 
its inexpediency ; and they will rely 
upon it, that While the iame inex- 
pediency fub'lifts, you will never atr 
tempt to make fuch another. 

Q^ What do you mean by its in- 
* expediency ? 

A. I mean ' its inexpediency on 
feveral accounts ; the poverty and 
inability of thofe who were to pay the* 
tax ; the general difcontent it has 
occafioned ;- and the impra£ticahility 
of enforcing it 
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built a fort, raifed a^' man, of pro- 
vided a' grain of ammunition, in or-, 
der to fiich oppofition. The ring-' 
leaders of riots they think ought to bej 
punifhed ; they would punuh tbeQi 
themfelves, it they could. Every 
fober, feniihle man wpuld wilh ta 
iee rioters punifhed, as otherwife 
peaceable people have no fecurity of 
pcrfon or eftate. * But as to an inter- 
nal tax, how fmall foever, laid by 
the legiflature here on the people 
there, while they have no reprefcn- 
tatives in ^his legiflature, I think it 
will never be fubnaitted to.— They 
will oppofe it to the laft:— Thejyjp 
not confider it as at all necciTarylR' 
you to raife money on them by your 
taxes, becaufe they are^, and ^ways 
have been, ready to raife money by 
taxes among themfelves, an4 tog|*ant. 
large fums, equal. to tWr abilities, 
upon requifition fro.m the crowo» 
They have not only granted equal to ; 
their abilities, but, during all the 



Q^ If the a£l fliould be repealed, lall war, they granted far be)on4 
and the legiflature fhould fliew its' their abillti-es, and beyond tjieir ptO' 



xefentmcnt- to the oppofers of the 
tamp aft, would the coltonies ac- 
quielce in the authority of the legif- 
lature? What is your opinion they 
would do ? 

A. I don't doubt at all, that if the 
Jegiflature repeal the ftamp aft, the 
colonies will acquiefce in the autho- 
rity. 
' Q^ But if the - legiflature fliould 
think fit to afcertain its right to lay 
jaxes, by any aft -laying a unall tax, 
contrary to their opinion, would they 
fubmit to pay the tax ? 

A. The proceedings of the people 
in Atnerica haVe been confidered too 



portion with th;s country, youyqur- 
felvca being judges, to the amount 
of many hundred thoufand pounds, 
and this they did freely and readily, 
only on a fort of promife from the 
fecretary of ftate, that it fliould be 
recommended to parliament to make . 
them Compenfatlon. It. was a^ccQrdr 
iiigly recommended to parliament, in 
the moft honourable manner, for 
them. America has been greatly' 
mifreprefented and abufed .here, in 
papers, and pamphlets, and fpeec^es, 
as ungrateful, and unreafonable, and 
uhjuft, in having put this nation to . 
immenfe expence for their defence. 



much together. The proceedings of and refufing to bear any part of that ^ 



the affemblies have been very different 
from thofe of the mobs, and fhould 
be diftinguiflxed, as having no con- 
nexion with each other. The affem- 
blies have only peaceably refolved 
what they take to be their rights ; 
they have taken no meafures for op- 
pofition by force; they have nbt 



expence. The colonics raifed, paid, 
ahd clgthed, near ^cooo nicn during 
the lafl war, a number equal ^o thofe . 
fent from Britain^ and far beyond 
their proportion; they went deeply 
into debt in doing this, and^'all their . 
taxes and eilates are mortgaged, fot 
many years to come, for difcharging 
L 2 . ^hat 
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that debt* Govecninent here w^f a| 
that time very fenfiblcof this, Tlj^ 
colonies were recommended, to pafr 
liamentt Every Tear t^e king; ftnt 
Aown to the hoafe a written ipeflTage 
to thjr pvirpofe,. That his Maj^^, 
fecmg highly fenilble of the »^al »9d 
i^ioour with whifji his faithful fub^ 
j^m in North- America ha^ exerted 
thcffifelves, in dcfe;>ce of h^ Majefty's 
jiift rights aiid pofiefliQqs^ recom- 
mended it to the houie tQ tsji^e the 
fam^ into confidiiratipq, . a^ftd enable 
him to give them a proper ^mjponp 
^tiQi^* You will fivi4 thofe meuages 
oi^ your own jpuriial^ ?very year of 
t&e war to the very lai^ and yoji djud 
accbrdingly give ioo^poppQqnds an- 
nually to the crown^, <obe diftfiboted 
in fuch compeniktipn tP tfie colonies, 
'this is the ftrpngefl of jjl proofs that 
tlie coloniesj, far from being. vnwU- 
Irng to bear a fliare pf the onrthen, 
did exceed their prpportion^ f<^. if 
th^ had done lefs^ or ^ad ojiiy eqmJ^ 
l^d thei^- proportiohj there woul4. have 
been no room or reafgn fqt qompen-? 
fation; Inaeed the iiams reimbvmed 
them, were by no means adequate 
to the expence they incurred beyond 
their proportion ; * but they never 
murmurecf at that, they efteemed 
their fovereign's approbation of their 
zeal and fidelity, ^nd the approba- 
tion of this . houfe, far beyond any 
other land of compenfation ; there- 
fore there was no occaiion for this 
ail, to force mo^ey from a willing 
popple J .they had not refufed giving 
money for the parpofes of the aft ; 
no requifitipn had been made 5 they 
Were always willing and ready to do 
what could rearpnably be expelled 
frbi^ them, and in this light they 
vi/h to b.e confidered. 

' 'Qv But fapppfe Great-BritaiA 
Ihoo^ fee engaged in a war ifi Eu- 
rope, would North-America contri- 
bute to the fuppprt of it ? • 

.A. I do think (;K?y would, ^ far 
as their circumflances would permit. 
Xhey" confider themfelves as ^ part 
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of the Britiih empire* and as havmg: 
p^e common int«itft with it j they 
may be looked on here as ftrugaeis^ 
bqt they do not confider themfelvea 
as fuch. ^ They ave zealous for tha 
lionour and pro/perity of this aatkin, 
«nd,. while they are well ttfed» will 
always be ready to fupport it^ at far 
as their little power goes# In 1739 
tl^y were called upon to b&& in the 
expedition againft Carthagena, and 
they fcnt 3000 men to ioin your ar- 
my» tt is true Carthagena is ia 
Atnerica, but as remote grom the 
Northern Colonies as if it had beon 
inEurpp*?/ They make no diftinc* 
tion of wars, as to their duty of affiift^ 
ing in them^ I know the U& war is 
commonly (poke of here as entered 
into for the defence, or fof the fake 
of the people of America. I thialc 
it is quite mifunderftood* It begaii 
about the limits between Canada and . 
J^ova^Scotia, ahont territories ^ ta 
which the crown indeed laid claia^ 
bnt were not cUimed by any Brkifh 
cdony ; none of the lands had boeii* 
granted to any colonift; we had 
therefore «lo particular concern or 
intereft in that difpute* As to the 
Ohio, thp conteft there began about 
your right of trading in Sieljidian 
country, a right yon had br the 
treaty of Utredit, which the French 
infringed ; they iaizjcd the traders and . 
their goods, which Were your rnanu.* 
fa^uros; they took a fort wkick a 
company ^df -^ypnr merchants, and 
their fadors ^^k correfpondents, had 
cfefted-^here> to fecure that trade^ 
Braddock was fent with an army to 
re-ta^e that fort (which was looked 
on here as another incroachment on 
the ^ing*s territory) and to proteft 
your trade* It was no3t till aftear hi% 
defeat that the colonies were attacked. 
They were before in perfed peace 
with both French and Indians ; die 
troops were not therefore 'fent for 
their defence, Thi^ trade with the 
Indians, tbough cairied on in Ame- 
rica^ Ui not aA American intereft; 

Tht 
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ThA pcopU of America are chiefiy 
farmtrs aad pknteri; i^arc^ any 
thing that they raife or prpducc is ajt 
article of commerce with the Indians. 
The Indian tiiade is a Britifh intcrcft; 
it is. carried o» wi^.Britilh manu- 
faftures, for the profit of Brltifli jnef- 
chants and manufafturers ;. therefore 
the war, as it commenced jfer t&e de- 
fence of territories of .the crown, the 
property of no American, and for tjbe 
defence of a trade purely Bfitilh, was 
really a Britilh wajr— ^and yet the peo- 
ple of America made no fcrpple of 
contributing their ^tmoft . towards 
carrying it on, and bringing it to i 
happy concluiion# 

Q^Do yo\i think then that the 
taking pofleflio^ c^tke Ring's terri- 
torial rights, 9M ftreagthening the 
frontiers, |k not an American inte- 
refi ? • 

A. Not p;ijritcularly, but con^int- 
ly a Britifli and aij American intereft. 

Q. You will not deny that the 
j^ccHing war, the war with Spain, 
was entered into for the fake of A^ie- 
rica; was it not occaiioned by cap- 
tujres made in the American feas? 

'A. Ves ; captures of (hips cirry- 
iftg en the Bntifli tfade there, with 
Bnti(h nianufafitures^ 

Q^ Was not the late war with the 
Iivdiaus, fince the peace with Frapce, 
a war for America only f . 

'a. Yes ; it was .more partinulaxly 
for vAj^rica than the former,, hut it 
was rather a confeqti^nce dr;3emains 
of the former war, the Indians not 
having been thc^onghly pacified, and 
the Americans bore by much the 
greatcfi /hare of the expwice. It was 
put an e(id to by the army under 
General Bouquet 5 there were not 
above 306 regulars in that mmy, and 
abov€ Looo Fennfylvanians^ 

Q^ Is it xiot neceflary to fend 
troops to America, to defend the. 
Americans againft the Indjana ? 

A. No, by i)o means; it never 
wasnecei&ry. They defended dienw 
fdWsi when tbsy W€rc bat an hand- 



fid, and the Indians much move no* 
merpns, They continually gained 
ground, and have c^ven the In^i^ns 
pvef the mountains, without any 
jtroopa fent to their affiflance from 
this country. Aod can it be thought 
ncceflary now to feitd troops for their 
defence from thofe diminiihed |n^ai) 
tribes^ when the coLbnies are ^ecoime 
fp poputous, an^ io ftrong? There 
is liot the leaft iKcafibn for it ; t^iey 
are very able to defend themiclv.cs. 

Q^ Do yon fay thepe were no more 
than' 300 regular troops employed in 
the late Inman war ? * * . - 

A, Not on the Ohio, or thefron* 
tiers of Pennfylvanta, which waia the 
chief ^rt of the war that a^eded the 
dolonies. There were garrifbi^s it 
Niagara, Fort Detroit, and thofe re* 
mote polls kept fpy the fake oTyoor 
trade ; I did noit reckon them, but I 
believe that on the whole the number 
of Americans, or provincial troops, 
epiployed in the war, waa greater 
than that of the regulars. J am not 
certain, but I ^hink ib. 

Q;, Do you think the afleniblies 

have a right to leyy money on the 

fttli^c^ there, to grant to the crown ? 

• A»: I certainly think fb ; Jtbey have 

always done it. 

Q^ Are they acquainted with the 
declaration of rights ? And do diey 
know that, by that flatute, money 
is not to be raifed on the fubjedt bat 
by coftfent of parliament.? 

A. They are very weH acquainted 
with it, • ' 

Q^ IJow then can they think they 
haarc a Vight to levy money for the 
crown, or for any other than local 
pujrpofes ^ 

A. They underfbind that clanfe 
to relate^ to fubje^ only within the 
rei^lm ; that no money can be {evied 
on them for the crown, but by con- 
fent of parliament. The colonies are 
not fuppofed to Be within the re^lm^ 
th^ have alFemblies^ of their own, 
which are their parliaments, and' 
they are, in thatreipcd, in the fame 

fituation 
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Situation with Ireland. When money 
15 to be raifed for the crpwn upon the 
{ubjeft in Ireland, or in the colonics, 
the confent is given in the parlian^cnt 
©f Ireland,, or in the aflemblies of the 
colonic^. They think the parliament 
of Great-Britain cannot properly give 
tW confent till it has reprefentatives 
ifrom America ; for , the petition of 
tight cxprefsly fays, it is to be by 
common confent in parliament, and 
the people of Am^ka have nprepre^ 
featativfs in parliament, to make a 
jart of that common confent. 

Q. If the ftamp-adl ihould be re- 
pealed* ^nd an ad ihould pafs,. or- 
bing the aflemblies of the colonics 
to indemnify the fufferc rs by the riots, 
would they obey it ? 

A, Th^t is ^ quef^on I cannot 
Sinfwer. 

Qj^ Srjppofe the King fhodd require 
the colonies to grant a revenwt, and 
the parliament ihould be ag^inft their 
iping ^t, 4o }^^y think they can 
jrfant ^ rrveivue to the King, without 
tfic copfentofthcpadi|mei^tpf ^rcat 
Bptada? 

A. That i$ SI deepqvjeftion. — ^s to 
ny own opinion, I Ihould think my- . 
J?If at liberty to do it, and %ohI4 do 
k, if I liked the occaiqn. 

Q^ When money has been iraiied 
in the coloniea, upon requiiitiohs, has 
It not beeii granted to the King ? 

A. Yes, always ; but the requi- 
litlons have generally been for ibme 
iervice expreiTed, as to wiie, clpthe 
and pay troops, and not for money 
cnly. 

Q^ Jf the ad ihould pafs, requiring 
file American aifemblies tomake com- 
peniation to the fuiFerers, and they 
Ihould diibbey it» and theii the par- 
liament ihould, by another ad, lay an 
internal tax« would they then obey 
k? 

A. The people will pay no internal 
ta? ; and I think an adl to oblige the 
aifemblies to make compenfation is 
onneceiTary, for I am of opinion, that 
asjlbon as the prefent heats are abated. 
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they will take the matter info cort-^ 
iideration, and if it is right to be 
done, they will do it of themfeives. 

C^ Do not letters often come into. 
t;he jpoH-offices in America, direded 
to iome inland town where no poft 
goes? - . 

^A.■ Yes. 

Q. Can any private perfon take 
up thofc letters, and carry them a» 
dircacd? . 

A. . Yes ; any friend of the perfon 
may do it, paying the poitage that 
has accrued. 

Q^ But muft not he p^y an ad-^ 
ditional pollage for the difiance ta 
fuch inland town ? • 

A. No. ^ ■ 

; Q:, Can the poft-mafter anfwcr de- 
livermg the letter, without being paid 
fuch additional poftage ? 

A. Certainly he can demand tio- 
thing, where he does no fervice. • 
. CL Suppofe a perfon, being far 
from homef» Ends a letter i» a poft- 
oftce direded to him, and he lives in 
a place to which the jpoft generally 
goes, and the letter is direded to that 
place, will the poil- mailer deliver hija 
the letter, without his piayrng the 
poilage receivabte at the place to 
which the letter is dire^ed. 

A. Yes I the oiKce cannot demand 
ppilage for a letter that it floes not 
carry, or farther than it does carry it, 

Q^ Are not ferrymen in America 
obliged, by ad of parliament, tQ> 
carry over the poit$ without pay f 

A. Yes. 

Q^ Is not tbk a tax on the ferry, 
men"^^? . ' ' 

A. They do not confider it as fuch, 
as they have an advantage from per 
fons travelling with the poil* 

Q^ If the ilamp^aa ihouM be re- '- 
pealed, and the crown ihould make a- 
reqnifition to the colonies for a fum 
of money, would they grant it ? 

A. I believe they would. 

,Q^ Why do you think fo ? 
■A. I can fpeak for the colony I live 
in; I had it in inilraftion from the 
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ai&Oibly to aiTare the Bliniftfy, that as 
tiiey always had done, fo they fhould 
tiways think it their duty to grant 
filch aids to the crown as were faitablc 
to their circum&ances and abilities, 
whenever called upon for the purpofe, 
in thd yfaal conititutional manner; 
and I had the honour of commu*- 
nicating this inftru£tion to that ho- 
nourable gentleman then minifter. 

Qj Would they do this for a Britifh 
concern ; as fuppofe a war in feme 
part of Europe, that did not affeft 
them? 

A. Yes, for any thing that con- 
cerned the general intereft. They 
coniider themfelves as a part of the 
whole. 

Q^ What is the ufual conftitudonal 
manner of calling on the colonies for 
aids ? 

A. A letter from the fecretary of 
ftate. 

Q^ Is this all you meaftj, a letter 
from the fecretary of ftate ? 

A. I mean the ufual way of re- 
ouifitiori, in a circular letter from the 
iiecretary of ftate, by his Majefty's 
command, reciting the occafion, and 
recommending it to the colonies to 
grant fuch aids as became their loyalty, 
and were fuitable to their abilities. 

Q^ Did the fecretary of ftate ever 
write for money for the crown ? 

A.- The requifitions have been to 
raife, clothe and pay men, which 
cannot be done without money. 

Q^ Would they grant money alone, 
if called on? 

A. In my opinion they would, 
money as well as men, when they 
have money, or can make it. 

Q^ If the parliament Ihould repeal 
the llamp-adi, will the aiTembly of 
Pennfylvania refciiid theirrefolutions I 

A. I think not. 

Q. Before there was any thought 
oF the ftamp-a£l, did they wifh for a 
reprefentation in parliament? 

A. No. 

Q^ Don't you know that there. is, 
i« the Pennfylvania charter, an ex- 
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pteft reieiration of the right of par- 
liament to lay taxes there ? 

A.J I know there is a claufe in the 
charter, by which the King grants 
that he will levy no taxes oh the in- 
habitants, unlefs it be with the con* 
fcftit of the affcmbly, or by a£l of par- 
liament. 

Q^ How then could the afifembly of 
Pennfylvania aifert, that laying a tax 
on them by the ftamp-ad was an in- 
fringement of their rights ? 

A. They underftand it thus ; by 
the fame charter, and otherwife, they 
are intitled to all the privileges and 
liberties of Engliflimen ; they find in 
'the great charters, and the petition 
and declaration of rights, that one Xi£ 
the privileges of Englifli fubjeds is, 
that they are not to be taxed but by 
their common confent ; they have 
therefore relied upon it, from the firft 
fettlement of the province, that the 
parliament never would, nor could, by 
colour of that claufe in the charter, 
affume a right of taxing them, till it 
had qualified itfelf to exercife fuch 
right, by admitting reprefentatives 
from the people, to be taxed, who 
ought to make a part of that-common 
confent. 

Q^ Are there any words in the 
charter that jufti fy that conftrudion ? 

A. The common rights of Englifli- 
raen, as declared by Magna Charta, 
and the petition of right, all juftify it. 

Q^ Does the diftindion between in- 
ternal . and external taxes exift in the 
words of the charter ? 

A. No, I believe not. 

Q^ Then may they not, by the 
fame interpretation, objed to the par- 
liament's right of external taxation f 

A. They never have hithertd. 
Many arguments have been lately * 
ufed here to fhew them that there is • 
no difference, and that if you have no 
right to tax them internally, you have 
none to tax them externally, or make ' 
any other law to bind them. At 
prefent'they do not reafon fo, but in 

time 
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fine dbcy m«y poffibly be^oanniced 

by theie argoxaents. 

. Qs, Dq not the relblotiont of dic^ 
^•imfylvanU aflemUy &y «U taxes ? 

A. If they do, they mean only ia- 
tenuJ taxes i the fame wot ds have not 
always the fame meaoiag here and in 
the colonies^ By uxes they mean in* 
tonal taxes i^ by duties they meaji 
coAoos ^ thd« aie theier ideas of the 



l^Aftta^. 



Q^ Have you not feen the rclb* 
lutions of the Mai&ckiifet's^ Bay af^ 
femhlyf 
A. I have 

Q^ Do they not <ay« that neither 
eattemal nor internal taxes can be laid 
on them by parliament f 

A. I don't know that they do 3 I 
befieve not. 

Q^ if the fa.me oolofty (honld fay 
Wi^icr tax nor impofiiion conM be 
laid, does not that province hold the 
power of partiament can lay neither ? 
A. I fi^ppofe that by the word im- 
pofition, ihey do not intcad taexpiefa 
duties to be laid on goods anqKVted, 
as rc^l^KtoMHfts -of eanimccor. 

(^ What can die coloniet mean 
th^n by imfofition a« diftbad fhmi 
taxes? 

A. They may mean xozny things, 
as ifl^Hreffing of men, or of carriages, 
^uartenng troops on pcivate houfes, 
amd^ like ; there may be great ha- 
pofitsona that are not properly taxes. 

Q« Is not the poft-office rate an in- 
ternal taa laid by a& of parli^nent ? 
A. I have anfwered that. 
Q^ Are all parts of the colonies 
ecpslly able to pay- taxes i 

A» No» certainly; die fitmtier 
partsj which have been ravaged by 
thaea«my,aregf:eatly dtfabled by that 
means, and therefore, in fach cafes, 
are ufually favoured in.aup car-kws. 

C^ Can wtj at this difhmce, be 
competenjt judgfss of what favoots ar« 
neo^ary ? 

A.. The parliament have^ippoicd 
it,, b^ claiming a right to make tax- 
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law* tk America ? I thfaik it im* 
poffible. 

Q^; Wodd Ae repeal of the i^aanp. 
9Gt be any difcouragement of yoor ma- 
nafadm^ } Will the people that have 
begun to matrafa^lare decline it f 

A. Yes, I think they will ; espe- 
cially if, at the fame time, the trade 
is opened again, fa the remittances 
can be eaiily made. I have known 
ieveral tnHances that make h pro- 
bable« In the yf^r before kft, to- 
bacco being low, and making little 
remittance, the people of Vuginia 
went Ifenefally into family manafac- 
tares. Afterwards, when tobacco bore 
a better price, theyrctnrned to the 
ufe of Britifii manufadlures. So fnl- 
lifig-mills were very mttch difufed in 
the Iftft war in Pennfylvania, becaafe 
bills were then plenty, and remit-' 
tances ctvAi eafily be made to Brxczia 
for En^ifh cloth and other ^oods. 

Q^ If the ftamp-aa fhooTd be re^ 
pealed, woidd it induce die ailembHes 
of Ameiiea^ to acknowledge the ri^ts 
c^pai^am^t €0 tax thern^ and wisM 
they enfe their refc^ntions ? 
A. No, never. 

Q^ Is there no means of obliging 
them to erafc thofe r^ohitions ? 

A. None that I know of;! they 
will never do it, nnlefs compelled by 
force of arms. 

Q^ h there a power on earth thzt 
can force dtem to erafe them f 

A. No power, how great foever, 
can force men to change their opi« 
nk>ns» 

Q;^ Do diey conirder the poft-office 
as a tax, or as a regulation ? 

A. Not as a ta?, but as a regti'' 
latbn and conveniency ; every af- 
fembjy encoaraged it^ and fupportcd 
it in its infancy, by grants of money, 
which they would not otherwife have ' 
done; and the people have always 
paid the poftagc. 

Q^ When did you receive the in- 
Uruttions you mentioned ? 
A. I brought them with me, when 
1 cumc 
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I came to ^ngland^ about £fteen 
xnbnths fince. 

Q^ When did you communicate 
that inftrudion to the minifter ? 

A. Soon after my arrival, while 
the ftamping of America was under 
coniideration, and before the bill was 
brought in. 

Q^ Would it be moft for the in- 
tereft of Great-Britain, to employ the 
hands of Virginia in tobacco, or in 
manufadures. 

A. In tobacco, to be fure» 

Q^ What nfed to be the pride of 
the Americans ? 

A. To indulge in the falhions and 
manufaftures of Great-Britain. 

Q^ Whst is now their pride ? 

A. To wear their old cloaths over 
again, till thev can make new ones. 
' (WitbdniAjJ 
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The bill to repeal the ilamp-aft 
having pafl'ed the Commons, was 
brought to the Lords ; whofe houfe it 
paffed alfo. But the following pro- 
tcfh were entered againft it. 

Die Merc. 10 Martii, 1766. 
The order of the day being read for 
the fecond reading of the bill, en- 
tit uled, '* An Aft to repeal an Ad 
made iii the laft feffion of Parlia- 
ment, entituled, An A6t for grant- 
ing and applying certain Stamp- 
Duties and other duties in the Britilh 
Colonies and Plantations in Ame- 
rica, towards futther defraying the 
cxpences of defending, protecting, 
and fecuring the fame, and for 
amending fuch parts of the feveral 
adls of parliament relating to the 
Trade and Revenues of the faid 
Colonies and Plantations, as dired 
the manner of Determining and Re- 
covering the Penalties and For- 
feitures therein-mentioned.*' Then 
the faid Bill was read a fecond Time, 
and it being propofed to commit 
the Bill, the fame was objefted to. 
After a long Debate thereupon, the 
Queftion was put, Whether the faid 
Bill ftiall be committed : It was re- 
fi^Ived in the ai&rmative^ 



Majority 34 

DiffeMient, 

I ft, Becaufe, as this houfe has in 
this feffion by feveral refolutions iti /fb 
folemnly afTerted and declared, firll-, 
"That the King's Majefty, by ai.d 
with the advice and confent of rh •, 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons of Great Britain, in Par- 
liament aiTembled, had, hath, and of 
right ought to have, full power and 
authority, to make laws and ftatvtcs 
of fufficient force and validity to bind 
the Colonies, and people of America, 
fubjefts of the" Crown of Great- 
Britain, in all cafes whatfbever:" 
Secondly, " That tumults and infur- 
reftions of the moft dangerous nature 
have been raifed and carried on in 
feveral of the North American Co- 
lonies, in open defiance of the power 
and dignity of his Majeity's Govern- 
ment, and in manifeft violation of 
the laws and legiflative authority of 
this Kingdom:" Thirdly, " That 
the faid tumults and infurreftions 
have been encouraged and inflamed, 
by fundry votes and refolutions paffed 
in feveral of the AfTemblies of the 
faid Provinces, derogatory to the ho- 
nour of his Majefty's Government, 
and deftruftive of the legal and con- 
ftitutional dependency of the faid Co- 
lonies, on the imperial Crown and 
Parliament of Great Britain :" Which 
refolutions were founded on a full 
examination of the papers on our 
table, manifefting a denial of the le- 
giflative authority of the crown and 
parliament of Great Britain, to im- 
pofe duties and taxes on our North- 
American Colonies ; and a criminal 
refiftance there made to the execution 
of the commercial and other regu- 
lations of the ftamp-a6t, and of other 
afts of parliament : we are of opinion, 
that the total repealing of that law, 
M efpecially 
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eipecialljrwlulc fuch refiftance con- 
tinues, would (as Governor Barnard 
fays is their intention) *' make the 
authority of Great Britain con- 
temptible hereafter ; and that fuch a 
fubmiiSonofKing, Lords, and Com- 
mons> under fuch circumftances, in 
fo.flrange and unheard of a conteiV, 
would, in effeft, furrender their an- 
tient, unalienable rights of fupreme 
jurifdidion, and give them exclufively 
to the fubordinate provincial legif- 
latures eftabliftied by prerogative ; 
which was never intended or thought 
of, and is not in the power of pre- 
rogative to beftow ; as they are infe- 
rable from the three cftates of the 
realm aflemblcd in parliament. 

2dly, Recaufe the law, which this 
bill now propofes to repeal, was 
palled in the other houfe with very 
little oppofition, and in this without 
one diflentient voice, during the laft 
feflion of parliament, which we pre- 
sume, if it had been wholly and fun- 
damentally wrong, could not pofTibly 
have happened ; as the matter of it is 
fo important, and as the intention of 
bringing it in, had been commu- 
nicated to the commons by the firjft 
commiffioner of the treafury the year 
before, and a refolution, relating 
and preparatory to it, was then agreed 
to in that houfe, without any divifion. 

jdly, Becaufe, if any particular 
parts of that law, the princioal of 
which has been experienced and fub- 
mitted to in this country, without re- 
pining, for near a century paft, had 
been found liable to juft and reafonable 
objedlions, they might have been al- 
tered by a bill to explain and amend 
it, without repealing the whole. And, 
if any fuch bill had been fent to us by 
the commons, we fhouidhave thought 
it our duty to have given it a moft 
ferious confideration, with a warm 
idcfire of relieving our countrymen in 
America from any grievance or hard- 
Ihip ; but with proper care to enforce 
their fubmiflion and obedience to the 
law fo amended, and to the whole 



legiflative authority of Grcat-Britaui, 
without any rcferve or diflindion 
whatfoever. | 

4thly, Becaufe, it appears to us, 
that a moft eiTential brajich of that 
authority, the power of taxation, 
cannot be properly, equitably, or im- 
partially, exercifed, if it does not 
extend itfelf to all the members 6f the 
ftate in proportion to their refpe£Uve 
abilities ; but fufFers a part to be 
exempt from a due fhare of thofe 
burthens, which the public exigen- 
cies require to be impofed upon the 
whole : a partiality. which is dire£ily 
and manifeftly repugnant to the truft 
repofed by the people in every legif- 
lature, and deftruftive of that con- 
fidence on which all government i$ 
founded. 

5thly, .Becaufe, the ability of ouf 
North-American Colonies, to bear 
without inconveniency the proportion 
laid on them by the ftamp-a6l of laft 
year, appears to us moft imqueftion- 
able, for the following reafons : Firft, 
That the eftimated produce of thistax^ 
amounting to fixty thoufand pounds 
per annum, if divided amongft twelve 
hundred thoufand people (being little 
more than one half of the fubjeds of 
the crown in North America) would 
be only one Ihilling per head a year ; 
which is but a thim of the wages 
ufually paid to every labourer or ma- 
nufacturer there for one day's labour : 
Secondly, That it appears by the ac- 
counts that have been laid before this 
houfe from the commiffioners of trade 
and plantations, that of the debt con- 
trafted by thofe colonics in the laft 
war, above £. i ,755,000, has already 
been difcharged during the courfe of 
three years only, by the funds pro- 
vided for that purpoie in the feveral 
provinces ; and the much greater part 
of the remaining incumbrance, which 
in the whole is about 760,000 pounds, 
v^ill be paid in two years more : We 
muft likewife obferve, that the boun- 
ties and advantages given to them by 
parliament in 1764 and 1765, and 
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the duties thereby loft to Great- 
iBritain for their fervicc, and in order 
to enable them the more eafily to pay 
this tax, muft neceffarily amount in 
la few years to a far greater fum than 
the produce thereof. It is alfo evi- 
dent, that fijch produce being wholly 
appropriated to the payment of the 
army maintained by this kingdom in 
our colonies, at tlie vaft expence of 
almoft a ihilling in the pound land- 
tax, annually remitted by us for their 
fpecial defence and protedtion ; not 
only no money would have been 
actually drawn by it out of that coun- 
itry, but the eafe giv^n by it to the 
people of Great Britain, who are la- 
bouring under a debt pf ieWmy mil- 
lions, contrafted by them to mpport 
f very darjgerous war, entered inlo for 
the intereft and fecurity of thofe co- 
lonies, would have redounded to the 
benefit of the colonies themfelves in 
their own immediate fafety, by con- 
tributing to deliver them from the 
neceiTary expence, which many of 
theni have hitherto always borne, in 
guarding their frontiers again ft the 
lavage Indians. 

6thly, Becaufe, jiot-only the ri^ht, 
but the expediency and neceffity of 
the fupreme legiflatufe's exerting its 
authority to lay a general tax on' 
pur American colonies, whenever the 
wants of the public make it fitting 
and reafonable that all the provinces 
Ihould contribute in a proper pro- 
portion to the defence of the whole, 
appear to us undeniable, from thefe 
confideratiohs : Firft, That every pro- 
vince being fcparate and independent 
pn the others, and having no com- 
mon council impowered by the ton- 
ftitation of the colonies to aft for all, 
or bind all, fuch a tax cannot regUr 
larly, or without infinite difficulty, be 
impofed upon them, at any time, 
even for their immediate defence or 
proteftion, by^thpir own provincial 
^ITemblies ; but requires the inter- 
vention and fuperin tending power of 
}he parliament of Qreat-Br;tain. Se- 
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condly. That in looking forwards to 
the poffible contingency of a new war, 
a contingency perhaps not far remote, 
the pro§)edi of the burthens, which 
the gentry and people of this kingdom 
muft then fuftain, in addition to thofe 
which now lie fb heavy upon them, is 
fo melancholy and dreadful, that we 
cannot but feel it, a moft indif- 
penfible duty, to eafe them as much 
as is poffible, by a due and moderate 
exertion of that great right, which the 
conftitution of this realm has yefted ia 
the parliament, to provide for the 
fafety of all, by a proportionable 
charge upon all, equally and indif- 
ferently laid. We likewife apprehend, 
that a partial exemption of our colo- 
nies from any exercife of this right 
by the Britifti legiflature, would be 
thought fo invidious, and fo unjuft to 
the other fubjefts of the crown of 
Great-Britain, as to alienate the 
hearts of thefe from their coui^trymdlf 
refiding in America, to the great de - 
triment of the latter, who have on 
many occafions received, and may 
again want affiance, -from the gene- 
rous warmth of their afFeftion. 

7thly, Becaufe, the reafons afligned 
in the public refolutions of the pro- 
Tincial aflemblies, in the North Ame- 
rican colonies, for their difobeying thq 
ftamp-ad, viz. '* That they are not 
repre rented in the Parliament of Great 
Britain," extends to all other laws, of 
what nature foever, which that par- 
liament has enabled, of (hall enadt, tp 
bind them in times to come, and muft 
(if admitted) fet them abfolutely free 
from any obedience to the power of 
the Britifli legiflature. We likcwifc 
obferve, that in a letter to Mr. Secre^ 
tary Conway, dated the x2th of Oc? 
tober 1765 ; the commander in chief 
of his Majefly's forces in North- Ame- 
rica has declared his opinion, '* That 
the queftion is not of the inexpediency 
of the ftamp-a6t, or of the inability 
of the colonies to pay the tax ; but; 
that k is unconftitutional and contrary 
to their rights, fupporting the inde- 
M 2 pendency 
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. ; rinces, and not 

jiative power of 

i is moreover af- 

fcT to Mr. Conway, 

. ' - vernber, " That the 

,. ticil are averfe to taxes 

..lu ; and that the merchants 

'- p a.e think they have a right 

. /^ iieedom of trade which the 

yJl of Great Britain now enjoy.*' 

1 ,,h .'pinion of theirs ftrikes diredly 

i: rii. .\ci of Navigation, and other 

.ul t: jii.nt laws, which from time to 

tiijf iiLive been made in the wife 

puiic/ cf that aft ; and ihould they 

ever be encouraged to procure for 

iliciiU^lves that abfolute freedom of 

trade, which they appear to defire, our 

j:)'aiitf.tlons would . become, not only 

<f iio benefit, but in the higheft 

tit g ice prejudicial to the commerce 

rnd weifare of their mother-country; 

^xr is it eafy to conceive a greater en- 

oji.r:i2,ement, than the repealing of a 

l^w, cppofed by them on fuch prin- 

dpL .^, and with fo much contempt of 

tiic foverejgnty of the Britifh legif- 

lature. 

Ctijiy, Becaufc, the appearance of 
v/c:;Jviiers and timidity in the govern- 
m-.v} and parliament of this kingdom, 
w\:l:l\ a conceifion of this nature may 
too p! j I, ably carry with it, has a ma- 
Si::'l tendency to draw on further 
• i; fiilts, and by leiTening the refpeft of 
all his Mpjefty's fubjeds to the dignity 
of his crown, and authority of his 
lawr, tlirow the whole Britiih empire 
into a miferable ftatc of confufion and 
anarchy, with which it feems by 
niany fymptoms to be dangeroufly 
threatened : and this is the more to 
^be feared, as the plea of our North 
"American colonies, that, not being 
reprefented in the parliament of Great 
.Britain, they ought not pay taxes im- 
'. pofed or levied upon them by the au- 
thority thereof, may by the fame 
.reafoning be extended to all perfons in 
this iflami, who do not aiSlually vote 
for members of parliament ; nor can 
we help apprehending, that the opi- 



nion of fome countenance being given 
to fuch notions by the legiflature itfelf, 
in confenting to this bill for the repeal 
of tl\e ftamp-adl, may greatly promote 
the contagion of a moll dangerous 
doftrine, deftrudtive to all govern- 
ment, whic-S has fpread itfelf over all 
our North American colonies, that 
the obedience of the fubjeft is not dn© 
to the laws and legiflature of the 
realm, farther than he in his private 
judgment fhall think it conformable 
to the ideas he has formed of a free / 
conHitution. 

9thly, Becaufe, we think it no ef- 
fe6lual guard, or fecurity, againfl 
this danger, that the parliament has I 
declaired in the refolutions of both 
houfes, pafTed during this feffion, and 
now reduced into a biU, That fuch 
notions are ill founded ^ as men will 
always look more to deeiis than words, 
and may therefore incline to believe^ 
that the infurreftions in our colonies, 
excited by thofe notions, having fo 
far proved fuccefsful, as to attain the 
very point, at which they aimed, the 
immediate repeal of the flamp-a6l, 
without an^ previous fubmiifion on the 
part of the colonies, the legiflature 
has in fa£l fubmitted to them, and has 
only ijiore grievoufly injured its own 
dignity and authority, by verbally afr 
ferting that right, which it fubftan- 
tially yields up to their oppofition. 
The reafons affigned for this concef- 
fion render it Hill more alarming, as 
they arife from an illegal and hofVile 
combi»^*ion of the people of America, 
to diftrefs and ftarveour manufafturers, 
and to with4tDld from our merchants 
^e payment of their juft debts : the 
former of which, meafures has only 
been praAifed in' open war between 
two Hates ; and the latter, we believe, 
no^ even in that fituation, either by 
the public or by individuals, among 
the civilized nations of Europe, in 
modern times. If this unprecedented 
plan of intimidation fhall meet with 
fuccefs, it is eafy. to forefee, that the 
pradice of it for other and fliil greater 

objefts 
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wje£ks will frequently be renewed, 
y and our manufacturers and merchants 
reduced to the like, and more per- 
manent difirefs : we cannot therefore 
l^ut wifh, that fome more eligible 
method, confillent with their future 
•fafety and our dignity, had been taken 
by parliament, to fhew our tender 
concern and compaffion for their fuf- 
ferings, and to difcourage any other 
fuch unwarrantable attempts; which 
we are fully perfuaded would have 
i>cen very prafticable, with due care 
and attention^ and at an expence very 
inferior to the importance of the 
objeft, 

Laftly, Bccaufe, we are convinced 
from the unanimous teftimony of the 
governors, and other officers of the 
crown in America, that if, by a moil 
unhappy delay and neglect to provide, 
for the due execution of the law, and 
arm the government there with proper 
orders and powers, repeatedly called 
for in vain, thefe difturbances had not 
been continued and encreafed, they 
might eafily have 'been quieted before 
they had attained to any dangerous 
height; and we cannot, without feel- 
ing the moft lively fenfe of grief and 
indignation, hear arguments drawn 
from the progrefs of evils, which 
fhould arid might have been flopped 
in their firll and feeble beginnings, 
ufed for the Hill' greater evil of fa- 
crificing to a prefent relief the higheft 
permanent interells, and the whole 
majelly, power, and reputation of 
government : This afflidls us the more 
deeply, becaufe it appears from many 
letteis, that this law, if properly fup- 
ported by government, would from 
the peculiar circumflances attending 
the difobedience to it, execute itfelf 
without bloodfhed. And it is faid in 
one of the letters to Mr. Secretary 
Conway, " That the principal view 
is to intimielate the parliament ; but 
that if it be thought prudent to en- 
force their authority, the people dare 
not oppofe a vigorous refolution of the 
parliament of Great-Britain.'* That 
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vigorous refolution has not yet been 
found in the parliament; and we 
greatly fear, that the w^nt of it will 
"certainly produce onp of thefe 'two 
fetal confequences ; either that the 
repeal of this law will in effedl* annul! 
and abrogate all other laws and fta- 
tutes relating to oar colonlesj and 
particularly the a£ls that reftrain or 
limit their commerce, of which they 
are moft impatient ; or, if we fhould 
hereafter attempt to enforce the exe- 
cution of thofe laws againft their will. 
and by virtue of an authority, whica 
they have dared to infult' with Im- 
punity and fuccefs, that endeavour 
will bring upon us all thofe evils and 
ihconveniencies, to the fear i^ whidi 
we now facrifice the fovereignty of 
the realin ; and this at a time when 
the flreneth of oiir colonies, as well 
as their deiire of a total independence 
on the legiflature and government of 
their mother-country, may be greatlj 
augmented, and when the circum- 
flances and difpofitions of the other 
powers of Europe, may render the 
conteft far more dangerous and for- 
midable to this kingdom. 
Bedford Scarldale 

Coventry Lyttelton 

Bridgewater Dunk HalHfax 
Temple Eglingtoun 

Buckingham SuiFolk and Berk(hii9 
V/entworth Abercorri 
Sandwich Vere 

Bolingbroke Trevor 
Marlborough Thomas Briflol 
W. Gloucefter Ferrers 
iter Grofvenor 

Leigh Townihfend 

Bangor Dudley and Ward 

Waldegra^e Charles Carlille 
Aylesford Powis 

Gower Hyde. 

Weymouth 

Die Lume, ly^ Martiii 1766, 

The Order of the Day being read 

for the third reading of the JBilt, 

entituled, •' An A61 to ffepeal an 

Ad made in the Tail Seffion of 

Parliament,* 
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Parliament,' intituled, * An A£l 
for granting and applying certain 
Stajnp Duties^ and other Duties 
in the Britiih Colonies and Plan- 
tations in America, towards fvM> 
tkfl- defraying the Expences ofdcr 
fending, prote61ing, and fecuring 
the fame, and for amending fucH 
Parts of the feveral Ails of Parlia- 
Bxent relating to the Tr^de and 
Kev^nn^s of the faid Colonies and 
plantations^ as dired the Manner 
of determining and recovering the 
penalties and Forfeitures therein 
jD^ntioned,' Then the faid Bill 
was read a third Tiine, and it be- 
ing propofed to pafs the Bilt, the 
• feme was objected to. After fome 
Debate thereupon, the" Queftion 
was put. Whether the iaid Bill 
iEkall pafs ; It was refolved in the 
Aiiirmative* 
Dijfentienff 
ift. Becaufe we thii^k, that the 
declaratory bill we paft laft week, 
cannot poflibly obviate the growing 
mifchiefs in America, where it may 
Icem calculated only to deceive the 
people of Great-Britain, -by holding 
forth a delufive and nugatory affirm- 
ance of the legiflative right of this 
kingdom, whilft the enading part of 
it does no more than abrogate the 
refolutions of the houfe of reprefen- 
tatives in the North-American colo- 
liies, which have not in themfelves 
the leaft colour of authority; and 
declares that, which is apparently 
and certainly criminal, only null and 
void. 

2dly. Becaufe the particular ob- 
jeftions, which have been made to 
the ftamp acl in North- America, and 
which have been adopted in the 
courfe of the Debates upon this bill 
Jbr repealing it, are in fad contra- 
difted by undeniable evidence upon 
our table ; it having been urged, 
£ri1:. That all the money to be col- 
Ie£led by this tax was to be annually 
remitted hither, and that the North- 
American colonies jwould thereby be 



drained of all their fpecie ; and Ic 
condly. That the inftitution of vjcc- 
admiralty courts in thofe colonies, 
for the recovery of penalties upon 
revenue laws without juries, is a no- 
Tel practice, by means of which his 
Majefty's fubje^ls in thofe dominions, 
* wouH be deprived of one of their 
moft valuable liberties, trials by ju- 
ries, and in this rcfped difHnguifiUd 
from their fellow fubjeds in Great- 
Britain ;' and would likev/ife be lia- 
ble to the greateft inconvenience, 
vexation and injullice, through the 
option left to any proTecutor to call 
thein frqm one end of that extonfive 
fpntinent to the other ; and through 
the temptation to the judge, to ^coiv 
demn rather than to acquit, from his 
being paid by poundage of the con- 
demnation-money : whereas, witK 
regard tothe firft of thefe objeSigns,. 
\t appears by the minute of the late 
board of treafuiy laid before this 
houfe, and dated on the oth day of 
July laft, that the fuUeft diredions 
had been fent to the feveral officers 
of the revenue, * that in order to 
obviate the inconvenience of bring- 
ing into this kingdom the money to 
be raifed by the ftamp duties, all the 
produce of the American duties ariiing 
or to arife, by virtue of any Britifli 
adt of parliament, fhould, from time 
to time, be paid to the deputy pay- 
mafter in Americay to defray the fub- 
fiftence of the troops, and any mili-r 
tary expences incurred in the colo- 
nies :' and with regard to the feconji 
objedion, it is manifeft, from fun- 
dry ads of parliament, that a jurif- 
didion has been aifigned to the judges 
of thofe courts, for the recovery of 
penalties upon the laws of revenue 
and of trade, without juries, for 
near a century paft, from the confi- 
deration (as we apprehend) that in ^ 
fome of the colonies they are the only 
judges not eleded by the people; 
and fo far it is from being true, tha^ 
the fubjeds in North-America, by 
being deprived in thefe cafes of trials 
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ISy juries, were in that refpeft diftin- 
guiflied ftom their fdlow fobjeds in 
Great-Biitain J that, in this very 
inftance of the ftamp duties, the pe* 
Haities, which by the American 
ftamp aft were made recoverable 
%fithout a jury before a judge of the 
vice-admiraky courts are, by the laws 
now in force for collecting the ftamp 
duties in Great-Britain, recoverable 
alfo without a jury, before two juftices 
of thepeace^ with the like powers in 
both cafes^ which we eaineftly vnQi 
were not ftill more necelTary for the 
colleftion of the public revenue in 
America than in Great-Britain ; and 
which we fhould be moft defirous, if 
poffible, to alleviate in both coun- 
tries : with this view, and to take 
away all juft occafion for difcontent, 
we were very glad to find by the re*- 
prefcntation from the late commif- 
iioners of the treafury to his Majefty 
in council, dated on the 4th day of 

iuly laft, that the ftrifteft attention 
ad been given by that board to pre- 
vent the inconvenience and injulHce 
above-mentioned, by a plan, to efta- 
blifh three difierent courts of vice- 
admiralty at the moft convenient 
places, with proper diftrifts annexed 
to each; and to give the judges fuffi- 
cient and honourable. falaries in lieu 
of all poundage and fees whatfoever : 
but we cannot obferve, wilhout the 
higheft concern and furprize, that 
this reprefentation, founded upon a 
clauie inferted in the ftamp adl for 
this very purpofe, and exprefsly cal- 
culated to relieve his Majefty's fub- 
jeds in North- America from many 
unneceflary hardfliips and oppreflione, 
to which they are now liable by many 
other laws ftill fubfifting, fhould be 
totally difregarded for feveral months^ 
and be fuffered to remain unexecuted 
in every part of it even to this day ; 
and that no notice whatever Ihould 
be taken, in any of the difpatches 
from the prefent adminiftration to 
the governors of the colonies in 
North-America, of the timely cgre 
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which had been employed to obviate 
the objections raifed on both tha£t 
heads : efpecially, as it is notorious* 
that the meafures to be purfued, m 
coniequence of that minute and re* 
prefentatioB, had been fully opened 
and approved in parliament, at the 
time when the ftamp a^ was pro- 
pofed ; and as the total negleft of it 
has given occafion to great clamour 
and diffatisfa&ion in the colonies. 
We cannot help further obferving^ 
that as the ftamp ad was not to take 
place till the ift of November, if th« 
parliament had been called early, 
their determinations, either for en- 
forcing or repealing that law, would 
probably have delivered the mer* 
chants and manufa6lurers here from 
all the difEcuJties and diftrefs to which 
they have been for fo many months 
expofed; nor would the difordersin 
America, where all government it 
proftrate, have rifen to fo great a 
height, or taken fo deep a root. 

3dly. Becaufe the argument which 
has been ufed in favour of this bill of 
repeal, that the experiment of the 
ftamp ad has been tried, and has 
failed, is extremely ill founded 4 as 
it manlfeftly appears from the whole 
tenor of the papers laid before as, 
that if this experiment had been pro- 
perly tried, with the fame ae&l for • 
its fuccefs with which it was iirft pro- 
pofed, it would. not have failed in. 
any of the colonies : and that this 
was the opinion of tlie greater part of 
the governors in North- America, and 
of many of the moft intelligent and 
refpedable perfons in thofe provinces, 
for feme time after this ad was paffed, 
is evident beyond a doubt, front the 
letters of the former now upon our 
table, and from the latter having ap- 
plied for, and accepted the office of 
diftributors- of the ftamps under tbat 
ad, which they certainly would not 
have done, and thereby have expofed 
their lives and fortunes to -the vio^ 
lence and outrages which they haye 
£nce underg(Mie^ if they haa then 

tliought 
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thought the fuccefs of this meafur^ in 
any degree precarious : nor have we 
lieard of any impraddcability attend- 
ing this law in Jamaica and Barba- 
does» and fome other of the Weftr 
India iflands, or in thofe of our co^ 
lonies in North- America, where it 
has been executed. 

4thly. Becaufe a precedent of the 
two houfes oi parliament lending 
their power, from motives of fear or 
impatience under a prefent uneaii- 
nch, to overturn in one month a plan 
of meafures, undertaken with their 
warmed approbation and concurrence, 
after the moft mature deliberation of 
two years together, for the improve- 
ment of our revenue, and the relief 
of our people, will eifedlually dif- 
courage all officers of the crown in 
America from doing their difty, and 
executing the laws of this kingdom ; 
and is enough to deter future mini- 
flers, in any circumftances of diflre fs 
or danger to their country, from op- 
po£lng their fortitude and zeal for the 
icrvice of the public, to ibong com- 
binations of private and particular 
interefta, to the clamour of muljtitudes, 
or the malice of fadlion ; which mull 
neceiTarily bring on fuch a weaknefs 
and pu£llanimity in the adminiflra- 
tion of government, as will foon end 
in' the downfal and ruin of the ftate. 

Laftly* Becaufe the repeal of this 
law under the prefent circumftances, 
will, we fear, not only furrender the 
honour and eiTential interefts of the 
kingdom now and for ever, both at 
home and abroad, but will alfo deep- 
ly affedl the fundamental printiples 
of our conftitutiorf ; for if we pafs 
this bill againft our opinion, from 
the threats and compullion publicly 
avowed in our colonies, and enforced 
by the moft unjuftifiable means within 
Great-Britain, we difclaim that le- 
giflative authority over the fubjefts, 
which we oWn ourfelves unable to 
jnaintain. If we give our confent to 
it here, without a full convidlion that 
it is right, mciely becaufe it has 



pafTed the other houfe, by declining 
to do our duty on the moft important 
occaiion which can ever prefent itfclf, 
and where our interpoiition, for many 
obvious reafons, would be. peculiarly 
proper ; we in efFeft annihilate this 
branch of the legillature, and vote 
ourfelves ufelefs. Or if by paffing 
this bill, we mean to juftify thofe, 
who in America, and even in Great- 
Britain, have treated a jferies of Bri- 
tifh a<5ls of parliament as fo many 
ads of tyranny and oppreflion, wl^ich 
it is fcarcely criminal to reilft; or 
thofe officers of the crown, who, un- 
der the eye, and with the knowledge 
of government, have taken upon 
themfelves, whilft the parliament was 
fitting, without its confent, to fiif- 
pend the execution of 'the ftampaS, 
by admitting fhips from the colonies, 
with unftampt clearances, to an en- 
try, in dired violation of it, which 
from the papers upon our table ap- 
pears to have been done ; we fhall 
then give our approbation to an open 
breach of the firft article of that great 
palladium of our liberties, the bill of 
rights; by which it is declared^ 
* That the pretended power of fuf- 
pending of laws, or the execution of 
laws, by regal authority, without 
confent of parliament, is illegal.* 
Laftly, If we ground our proceedings 
upon the opinion of thofe who have 
contended in this houfe, that from 
the conftitution of our colonies they 
ought never to be taxed, even for 
their own immediate defence, wc 
fear that fuch a declaration, by which 
near a fifth part of the fubjeds of 
Great-Britain, who by the ads of 
parliament to reftrain the preffing o£ 
feamen in America, are already ex- 
empted from furniihing men to our 
navy, are to be for ever exempted 
from contributing their (hare towards 
their own fupport in money likewife, 
will, from the flagrant partiality and 
injuftice of it, either depopulate this 
kingdom, or (hake the bafis of equal* 
ity, and of that original compad^ 
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and «s wc telievo chit tliere is no lAtorcMi 
iafbuiceiof ii|cka;perlna«ieAtekemp- Schrfitk 
ta^n of fo<I«ge a tody of tiie M^ms 
of aay ftxte in tta^r diiOohry, anient or 
.snods^ni) m4b mx€ eiutuaidly ap|aicluNi« 
' £vft of the»faial ebnfeqtaices of das 
tmhxpjpy mehfarei to nvhidi^ for 
tiuie reaibas, s)l addilboii to thofe 
contajined in ifae proctft of tke i ith 
of this month, .our "duty to die Emg, 
and jiilike to our oountr^r^ oblige us 
to emer dus our folemn difieat* 
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Dudley aiii l^^aid • 
SoiblkMtilBtthftM 
Loigh ' . f 
' * SiMge^tUP "' 

. Gimdit '• ■'■■ 
Otxifvetaor • ' 

Ker 
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MarllMioqtik 

CharM Ciniifle I^neMi 
^Weymoatlr Bflbc " 

ThonMis Syiftal ^-Ftrrtn' 
W. Glotlcfefter Aylesfottl 
Bucldtighamihkie Vere 



Eglifttouii. 

• {Here die difpute &tfmt6hscve eeaied^aittilit was itvived diehext^feffite 
of parliament (171^7)9 when the follo^gl^xXknwaip9f€tnyfr&eMi.tp6n 
the table ; which have not been printed borore.] • 
Cafy tf ^. Secreuaj CoMv^^s Ch" wiikh are the^ natural and I tr^ 



.adar Letter to bu Majejifs Gavermrs 
in ^itlurictu 

8t. yamts^Sf 'Mmtt 31, 1766. 
SIR, * 

Hexearith I ha¥e the pieafiire lof 
tranfmittiBg to you conies of two afts 
of parliament juft paft, the tifft for 
iecuitng the juft 'dependency of tfie 
colonies x>n the mother*(jOantryy die 
feoond for diie s«peal of the ad of the 
iaft foflion, granting certain (tamp- 
dudes. in America; and, i expeft 
.fitordy/ to fend you a third for the 
jndemsity of fnch perfons as have in- 
cnrred dK penalties impofed by the 
ad juft repealed, as fu^h a bill is ndw 
depending^ and has made a ,oonfi- 
derable progiafs in the Hoafe of Com* 
rnons. 

The moderadon, the ferbenmnce^ 
the nnexampl^ lenity and tendemefs 
of parfiament towards die colonies,* 
which are foiignidlydifokyed in thc^e 
UfSts, cannot but difpbie the prdimvce 
conMitied to your care^ to that return 
of chemful obedience* to the kws and 
iegiiative authority of Git&t Britain, 
and to thofe fentiments of refpedful 
gradttide to the mother-country. 



win be the certain ^ffisas of Ar mulJt 
graoe and oendefceni^n foVemadcaMy 
manlfetfced <m the part of Ids Ma- 
jefty atod of th«^ parliament, «lnd the 
futm-e happinefs and pro(perity ef the 
colMiies, wfU vety mucJi <di^iid 6n 
the teftimonies they ihall now ^ve^^f 
thcfe difpofidons. 

For as a dudfnl and affedionate tt^ 
tank to fttdi peculiar proofs 6f imdol. 
gence aial afedion, may now at tida 
great ciifis be ameansbf fixing the nm* 
tnal intereils and inclin^llcto^ of Gi«at 
Britain and'her colonies, oti the m6ft 
firm and'folid faandad^Mift, itouittot 
bttt appear vjfible that thfe hkk ta^U 
nefs or iinthsinkfiilnefs, the leaft milr- 
m uring or di£atisfk6&on on any groand 
whatever, of fornrtr heat, or tt>o 
much prevdling prejudice, may fe- 
tally endanger that union, and <^vc 
the moft fevc^ and ^difeaing btorw to 
the foture iaterefts of both oouti« 
tries. 

You wouH think it fcarce poffiUe/ 
I imagiiie, that the paternal care of 
his Majefty for his colonies^ or tlie 
lenity and indulgence of the parlia^ 
ment fhoald go ^her thah I have 



Tiie vanadons contained in the following tiotes on this letter, were the 
pwrdk"^*** alterations in die letter font to Oanferal Gage. 

[• Which are fo fignally difplayed in dide «as^ cannot b«t di^fo dlo 
colonies to that ci'tfi^a/ p^MW/, &c.} 

/ N alre*<}/ 
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alietdy tiffvtimiA; yet fo fidli)£«nie 
-^ugfi^f^ilRlty a»€ the fen^moKs of 
both, and & fifee from thi^ismdleft 
colour of: paflioil .or preja^i^^ :>thtit 
they feem fiot only difpoTed to lbr|^^e 
bat to fvEt^ thofe moft unjuflifiable 
marks of an sindtttiful dMM&tiftn too 
frequent in thp 4iLte tranfaaioiuiof the 
colonies, ifiqd which^ichie honor of 



Thcfitfrhtieiis of tbrHoUr of Cooi- 
moss, which fo^ his Majiefty^ com- 
smod f I transit t9 you to be laid 
belM the .afiembly, ynR (hew- you 
the JiBileof that honfe mk ihek points, 
and '«m perftaded it wHK ^ ^ vm& 
certunly oaglft to be the giory^ofthat 
afieqifal^i, . to adopt and knkate theie 
featiments of the Briti& pariiament. 



thofe colonies it were to bif wiihed had . founded on the deaireil principles of 
been more ^diicountetoanced. and dif- humanity and juftice. . 



couraged by thofe who had knowledge 
to condu^ themfeWes othtrwile. 

A revifiott of the laite American 
trade laws is going to be the imme- 
diate objed of parfiamcnt, nor will 
the late tranfaftions there, however 

SToldng, I dare fay, prevent the 
operation of that tind and in- 
dulgent ^fpofittm prevailing in both 



I ^ mention one circumftance in 
particular that ihould t recommend 
thoie unhappy people, whom the ouc- 
ngt of the populace had driven from 
America, to the a£e£tion of all thvit 
country^ which is, that unprovoked by 
the imuries they had faffered, to a 
Ibrgetralnefs of what they owed to 
truth and their country^ they gave 



his M^]^ 9nd parliament^* to give . their teftimonies with knowledge but 
the trade and intereft of America '' without paffion or prejudice, ana thofe 



every relief which the true ilate of 
their drcumftances demanded or ad- 



Nothing will tend more e&ftaally 
to «v^ contiliating purpofe, and 

. there is nothing therefore I have in 
€09imand more eariieftly to require of 
you, than that you Aiould exert your- 
felf * in re^mmending it ftroogly to 
the aflembly, that rail and ample 
compenfation be made to thofe, who 
from the madneis of the people have 
lufFeredfbr their deferen^ce to ads of 
the Britiih legiflature, and you will 
be particularly attentive th^t inch per- 

. fens be ^eife^lually fe^jired from any 
further iiifult> and that as far as in 
you lies, you will t^ke care by your 

> example and in6tte»ce, that they may 
be treated with that refpeft to their 
perfons, and th^c jU(Hee in regard to 
all thciir preteniions which their meiits 
mid fufferings undoubtedly claim.— . 



teftimonies had, I believe, great 
weight in perfnading the repeal of 
the ftamp-ad. 

I have only to add, which I do 
with great pleafure, that every part 
of your conduft hat had the intire 
and hearty approbation of your fe- 
yereiga||» and that the judicious re- 
prefentations in favour of your pro- 
vince, whieh appear in your letters 
laid before both houfes of parliament, 
feem to have their fuH weight in all 
thofe pu-ts of the American iaterefts 
to wlw:h they reiate, and, as his Ma- 
jefty honors you with his fuUeft ap- 
probation; both for the firmaefs and 
for the temperance of your condud^, 
fo I hope your province will be fen* 
iible of their, obligations to you, and 
will cordially feel what they owe to a 
governor whgm no outrage coold pro- 
voke to refentment, nor any inftilt 
induce to rehx in his endeavour to 
periuade 



[* Inperfujiding/i6tf//»//, &c,]. , 

(f I haye tranfmitted to the feveral governors to he laid before the 
aflemblies; will fliew you the fenfe of. that houfe on thofe points, and I am 
periuaded, need not pre^ you to exert your utmoil endeavour* to excite every 
wh«ni a ipifit of ot»edie^c;e and fpbmiffion among the people.] 



{t Which ought to recommend, &c.] 
II Th 



^„ This will be delivered to you by Major James, whofe fpiritcd condu^l: in 
^ispoft at New-Yofkj and his unprejudiced reprefentations here muft do him 

' great 
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|;eQct;«4d liiir6iUF ereii .to titeoAod*/ 
u]i P^ of iis poojde. I«am,i Apc;. . 

H* S.-CONWJIY. 

, jUke tettfi*»' |o the goveriior^ o£ 
N^«.York|N«w-|eifeyj ConaoC&at,: 
&hockrI4«ii4». Viniinia^ < Mafylaad^ 
NorArCiiiDtiAa aiufGeorgiiu which* 
inile94 of f he laft paragraphs^ €on-> 
clud4| witH the f(rilo^iii£; pjiei: . : 

'* Yonr iituation,* which has made 
3a>a a v^efs of the diftra^tions of. 
that o(Mui.try« will eimble yoi^ to form 
the beft. judgment of the behaviour' 
which .your province ouftht. to ufe 
upon this OGcafion, and Qlhtho argur . 
meats which you ought to employ to; 
Qiforce the neceffity of fuch a beha* 
^aoor aa is faitable to their preieat 
qrcom^nces*" 

The three laft paragraphs are omit* 
t^d in the letters to Ate governors of/ 
Pennfylvfinta, New-Hampfliire, and. 
$ottth-C«rolina» which conclude with, 
the paragraph as al|ove> with this 
addition to Pennfylvania : 

" I am glad to find dbat things have 
remained quiet in yovr g«vemment:i 
By his Majefty's commands:! tranfmit 
you the refolutions of the Uoufe of 
Commcms^ to be laid, before your af- 
iemUy, whom you will at the fame 
time aflureof.his Majefty's appro^ 
badon of the wife and prudent asf 
well as d^ttifMl bchaviottr which the 
province of P(^nfylvania has held, 
amidH: the too prevailing dlftr4£Uk>ns 
which have» fo generally agttftlc^ ^e 
other colonies* 

** This behaviour of yoor province 
reflets honor on your admini^tibn,, 
a^d I have the l^tisfa^ion to inform 
yo'i, that your. own coaduft meets 



with his Majefty'^; approbation.";. . > 
- And to«Ne«^rHanipfhire withihe 
following paragraph : • . . \ 

. ** B^. hu. Majefliy's commands, I 
tranfmit to you the refolutidiis <)f the 
Houfe of Commons of. Great :Bntaln, 
on die oocafioB of the late difburbanceti 
in America, to be laid before thie 
affembly.*' .. 

. ThelhreeJaidlaft paragraphs onel 
likewiie omitted' to the governors of* 
Quebec, Nova-Scotia, £dl and Weft*' 
Florida, and Weft-India Ifl^nds, .aj|4: 
the following one was made ufe of: 

*^ I am glaid to find there have been 
no diflufbancea in your * province on. 
tlus pceafion, and I am. confident, I 
need not point out to you the beha-! 
viour which it becomes the colonies-. 
to ufe at this time, or the arguments 
which you ought to employ to enforce 
the necefiity of fuch a. behaviour in 
the prefent fituation of things.*^ 
N. B. The refolutions of the Houfe of 

Commons were alfo tranfokitted to 

them. 



Cify of ^ drcmlar Litter to bis Ma* 
yfi/i Gcventors in jimenca. 

. WMtiball, Juh lo, 1766. 
SIR,. 
I fend ^ou heiewith inclofed^ *' An 
Ad, intitled, an A£i for repealing 
certain Duties in the Britiih Colonies 
and Planutionsy granted by feveral 
Ads of Parliament, kc. and for 
granting other Duties inftead there* 
of," wmch I make no doubt will b« 
received and oonfidered. as a forthe^. 
proof of the kii^ and p«rUament>. 
attention to the interefts aad prof«>: 
perky of his Majefty's American fob* 
jeds. I am, &c. ./ 

RlCHMOIf9« 4c« 



great cf edit with all honeft men^ Ith by his Mi^e%*s comiQasds that I re*/ 

comn^nd him not only to your protedion but to your favoiir,. > 

Your lal^ letters of the 2^d of February are juft received.: I cannot nofT: 

give you; a particular anf^er ; pur own knowledjgo of tl^ngs and pr^ldeooek 

will paKc afiy particulai? dir<l£bQA needleft. : - 

^p MaJor-Qt't^raJ Gf\gf, I am^ ^. H. S. CovwAT.] -^ 

[ "* QovJTfiwent.l . , • -. :.; , - ^ ..,.,. .. • 
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C9kf^a Ea$«rffm$ht Lirii/SU^ 
' iutm toSfrJ^my^MM^e, €ewmhtor 

SIR, 

, I took th« firft opfortoQity^ after 
kis Majcfty h^d been noft gndoofly 
|li>r»d tt> intrnft me witii, the feab of 
the fouthern department, to hy before 
liim yopr letter of tike 20th of June, 
Mving an acconft of the gieneraliatii^ 
Suftion exprefied by all ranks and de- 
l^eeB of people on the repeal of the 
liamp^ad, and likeivife your reafons 
for aflentmg to a b'lU for providing 
lartacks^ firewood, aandtes, bedding 
s^d utenfiU for the kitchen. for the 
king's troops as demanded, notwith- 
^nding the articles of (alt, vinegar., 
oyder and beer, bo not included, under 
tf pretence tha^ they are not provided 
for troops lodged in barracks in 
Europe. 

'. r have kis A^ajefty^s commands to 
aeqvfault yon of tlni. ihtisfa^on he 
feels in the happinefs of his iubjefis, 
arifing from the tender care and con- 
fideration ofhis pacliament ; butl^ 
ordered .to fitntfy to you at t^e' (aine 
time,. that as ij ia the indifpenfible 
duty of his fubjeas in Aiheiaca to 
obey tbe ads of the legiflatnre -of 
Great-BritaiQ, the king both expdae 
and requires a doe and cheatful obe- 
dience to the fane \ and it cannot be. 
donbted that his J^ajefty's provinGe of 
Ntew-Vork, after the lenity of Great- 
Ititvfi fo receniiy extended to Ame** 
riea> <i»ill not fidl duly to carry into 
oicecutba tkf aax)f parliament paffed 
lalft feSoU Ibr quartering his Ma* 
j(^^»«oops, in the full extent and 
meaning of the a^ without referring 
t6 d^d ^Mge o£ o&er parts of |iis Ma- 
jefly^s dominions^ where the legiflature 
kis ihM^ht-ffiiper CO preiici'ibe dif- 
ferent regulations,, and which cannot 
Bft tf^«d a)iiy flKXf than in North- 
jfeBMlidbt». eiteept: upon a refpd^ol . 
and well-eiounded reprefentauoh of 
thet^ kanUK^>. or Uconietii^ace c— 
^hefe coi^fiderations, I am convinced^ 



r U !ii » « t tr 
nMb of^' tibdkrelm Uat^ff'mOf 
wtidilr wMi the aCtftoiUr <rf^ M^«^ 
Yoritg nol otoly ir^ thr )ir^i[^<at^ 
jonAore, wbtn it ir natural to fup* 
poie the minds of moff ntaART infibM 
mpieffionr <Kf what kai ratefy Nbi^> 
but unoHi oiker. KS^id^tM ym^mvf^ 
call fbi a ready obhlicMe; that | 
cannot thinks it neeeflhry'fbr me t^ 
enlarge fbrthcr u^ their ilp ^rto og; 
I muft only, Sir, in gertdl-i^^ Udd, 
that I hop6 and believe, timf a^very 
Iktle time, together wi^ ^at telii* 
perace adminif&ation of go^rimieiit, 
which your i«gard to the oeo|>fe lind^ 
it muft make yon naturally^ftduie'to, 
and. that irttmefs itd^ick y^ihUf'^ 
the king^ equally requires, WiH aHay 
whatever remains of thofe h«^ which 
have fo unhappily lor Ani^rl|$a|ta^ 
vailed, and which, if contfaiu^^, ihnf( 
prove of the^iofttfiRal'cdiffi^^fnetiee to 
whatever pMvinise they drefiifib^ rn» 
I am therefora periiiaded,- tkat *the 
a^mbfy will loie no ocbiitiofa- that 
ofers, of convineingkisMajefty, tjiat 
the people of New-York will yi«9d to 
no other pare of his MiLJeSy'i ^tSxiitdii 
in duty, kiyalty, aiid obcxiience, to 
fuck lawisat-die king and parMameot 
fiave tbdught proper to Maa^ fer 
their benefit' and proteaidnv 

I W, Ac* SHBLBUItirB. 

((?i$»> ^A i4tkrfrm the tkrl if ^heU 

Whk^kMy S^t. 13, 1766. 
■ &»l R,' 

I km had tho honor to ky before 
the king your letters of the 29th of 
Jijiic and i^th of Jirfy Jall^ togedier 
with the incioAiras th^ih contained, 
and I have recetvel his Majefty^ 
oOAuMands/ to ccAiiflluiiicate them to 
fuch of his fervants as he thinks proper 
uikallf tO' conlkk upon his fnw im«- 
portaat afiairs, aa-ioen as the fbtfon 
of the year will convenientlyradmit of 
their n^eeting for this and other pur* 
poiea^ In the mean time his^ Ma* 
jefty is extrennly'forry to o1>ierve any 
ticgtee of ill temper rfelMikisg in hii 

cohxiy 
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pmc8 whkb .<r«ery fia^nd to AaoanCf 
mStwOitobcArgQUcn* Thejr.Jiavs 
feeii Hui padiAincpt of Greai-Bs^tais 
giwe due «ticsetHHi ^ all well-founded 
CQief^*^ QjPtbe provinoes, notwki^ 
JbyidlDg they a^peawd to tfcem. ki 
ftmcD^nociopropefly urged, end 
tbQQth'.the legiflatwe wilFccftaioljy 
4^8 aS jiift4»cm>i^, txemk ^nd en- 
lbrp« iC9 IqpiUthrc pewfr ovet the 
jcokmkst ^t it fiUVM be donbicd 
tet it inU exert it with ^. dee tegudi 
tor the neUHe of tkdr connc^ttoa wide 
liie. motherKAantiy. 
. tJ|ioa.lhis occafion it ie proper to 
eUenreui jgeneral, thzn Hhceais andi 

imeaca will gieatlx depend on tlie 
tcofer, and . wSlom of tiofe «4o aie 
i^traiedwidi ^adsiaiflraliott thercy 
and tl^at. they ought to be peripm dii^ 
daioii^ narrow views, private oom* 
jbui4ti(int> and partial attachment!.. 
It.i<.with great j^eaCire, 8ir> that I 
have ebfetved the manner nrf whidt 
>Ott have Gondii£ted yourfeif during, 
thedifpntes of the laft year, n^hich If 
^amx do without highly, approving 
your attc;ntion and watchfiihiefs oiv 
the pne hand to fiipport the aolhorir^ 
of government, and on the other,, the 
tend^meis and ajffoftian which ap- 
peared in all. your letters towards, the 
people under your gQvei;nment.-^A 
tooiperate oonduft, £[mnded (h^ the 
tnie bafis of public .good, avoiding, 
all unneceflary jeferve .where nothing, 
arbitrary is thought of» and nothing, 
unreafouable requi];ed, muft carry} 
conyi^Uon to the hearts of the de* 
lad^d, conciliate th^ minds of all, 
^.jtofure the confidence of his Ma^ 
j(^> feyal and loving fiibieds of 
America. 

Upon thefe confideratlons I am per* 
fiia4ed thait the afiembfy will imme«^ 
diajtely, upon theic meeting, fall inta 
meafems to terminate all local dif- 
ficttl|ie^...whsch appear*^ 2^or. ac*; 
(Oitfl^ tc^have hitherto prevented that 



epnpIiasMe which wiU be txpti&Bd bjr 
paribament, wiidi the recommendatioBil 
)«a:hase been secj^iired to make, in 
CHtieqacMce of die j^iblutions of botb 
houfor.-**]! is impc^ble^tpi concqivet 
^a» diey will hikr naf private oaa^ 
uderatkAis to mteiAve with theif deiire 
of fliewing a proper fcnle <^ that pan 
lemal r^ajd imcb they have ex* 
periqncel from his Majei^» and-that 
attention wikich pariiament has ^en 
ID their comphinUy which can never 
be doneiwith more propriety than fagi' 
grantlne^ widi the nuaoft chearful- 
hAp ajnft compeniacim eo diofe who 
h;ive fuftered by the la^ diforders. 

lam. Ice. SHELJtuaNi* 



$9a^aa rfa Litter frtm ISntte^OKt €0^ 
'Ofimor BMh Mr. Secrtltmy^ Cmnuaj^ 
[Rioi^ifid Jum 30.) 
Ckarks-'Tmviif May 9, %f6(Sk 
SIR, 
. . By the HUlibofoagh Packet on ih* 
ijth oflaft month, I received. the 
honour of your letter (a duplicate^ 
d^ ori|^l never having reached |he> 
&ted the a^ds of Oflober, 1765, fig* 
nifying. Ina Majdty's pleafurein regard 
to the fiipprefion of riots in this pro*, 
vince, and it is with no lmall.^tis«: 
£t£tion I reflea that my bel^viour i» 
that delicate coojundujle has been re* 
gulated in the fame inaaner wUch 
^his Alalety has gracioufly thought &% 
to command his governors to obfhrve* 
I am to acquaint you. Sir, that 
within thefe two days we have re- 
ceived accounts from various parU 
that the ftamp-aa is certainly re- 
pealed, which are attended with cir«* 
cumflancea that leave no room to 
doubt th^ truth thereof The joy. 
of the people on this occafion was 
demonlbated by running almoft to 
excefs, at the thoughts of being re- 
lieved, not only from the- diilreis 
which the prefent ftagnatson of bu- 
fincfs had brought oh them, but alio 
from the appreheniions of hating 
fbrth^ burthens laid upon them*; and, 
itlehougli Jk csqpcfk the arnval of Lord 

Charles 
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Charles MonUgi«, our governor, eveiy 
iiy, the irklbmeiielsof chelate reftraiat 
lenders the people fo knpmient of 
waiting fcM- any Itirdier ccnifinna^ 
of this agreeable news^ that «» the 
lepeal operates from rfie clay the king 
mrts his royal aCent to the biH, all 
the nfual chahncls of bofineis are now 
opened, and with them a profpeft of 
good order, tranquility, and profw 
perity through the province. 

Gwemtr 5^ Heitfy Mtwn*s LetHr H 

Mr. Secretary C»fnv^» - 
[Reteiwd ^Juljf 6, fy MMJ^r-^Gittiral 
Bitrt&K.] 
fort'Gecrge^ NeW'Tork^ 

SIR, Ma^ «7* t?^^- 

' 1 had the honor of receiving your 
letters by the hands of Major Jamea, 
and at the fame time dii^atches for 
Ae reft of his Majcfty's governors, all 
which were forwarded to than within 
a lew hoars after they were landed. 
As the general afiembly of this pro- 
vince will mefet in^ a few days^ I (hall 
liien have an opportunity of feeing 
what impreffion lias been made on 
their minds by the fignal favours al- 
ready conferred on them by his Ma- 
jefty and his parliament, and what 
ittums of gratitude they arc inclmed 
to make. Nothing, on my part, 
ftall be wanting to bring back to 
their duty thofe who have been ina- 
poied on and mifled, and I ihall, in 
the ftrongeft manner, recommend to 
the aflembly the cafe of thofe perfons 
who were fufferers in the late com- 
motions, that they may have a full 
compenfation made to them for the 
loffes they fuftained, by the hafty and 
ill-timed proceedings of the populace. 
I have the honor to be, &e« 

H. MOORB.^ 



G^vertMT Sir Henry Mooni's Letter. 
{Ritetwil the t^th of Ju!y.'\ 

Fort-George, New-York, 
S I R, June »o, 1766. 

The pacqnet having fuflfered fb 
much in her kft voyage as lo IUa4 



C MEN T S/ 

in need of iSomt ocwfidoaUe itya^ 
rationi bef<»e ftk opuld venture to fiNi 
aeain^ I am enabkid, by the dday^ 
WAidi this misfortune has occafiooed^ 
to iranfmit to yoo ibme accbiints ot 
our proceedings here, fince I had the 
honor of your leister, nodfying the! 
Eepeal c^ the ftampra£i. T^.ge^ 
neral a0embly having deilredt. at die 
dofe of the la^ feffion, to fit q^am^itf 
the fprtng for the difpatch 01 Sam^ 
/btt£nefs, their meeting was ^ut^^iffV 
by difierent proiogatieii8>;ttU the nth 
iasf of this month, and I; have here 
indofed my fpeedb at the4>(>«inag(^ 
thfiisffiflint, andtbeudifeies jof the 
council and aiTembiyt Frotti the fie-s. 
neral fat^fiiftibn which • was expteued 
here \ijf all ranks and ^Lcgrees of 
pciople^. I had all thereafon to expert, 
diat *the earlieft op|>Qrtunity would 
have been taken to fhewi^their jpa- 
titude for fuch fignal favours reoetvvd ; 
you maf then eafily judge. Sir, how 
much I was /urprized to find myfelf 
difa{i|)ointed in my expe^tions | for,, 
upon General Gage's aj^cation to 
me for bedding, utenfils, ice. ag^rte- 
able to the ad of parliament for his 
Majefty's troops then under ordei« of 
march for this city, the confideration 
of the meilage I fent was pof^>oued. 
till after the arrival of the troops; by 
which they were put to wexy great 
inconveniences, and afterwards fuch 
refolutions were entered into that ap- 
peared to me as evafive as they were 
unexpe£ied. After informing the ge- 
neral with what had pafTed, I fent a 
fecond mefiage, which was ordered 
in fuch a manner as to reauire a ca- 
tegorical anfwer, which laid them 
under fome difficulties ; for, ahhotigh 
it appeared plainly, that they >dld itfM 
chooie to (hew that obedience which 
was due to an ad' of parliament, it . 
was as evident that they were^too ap- 
prehenfive of the ill cdnfequences 
which would attend their ftfufing to 
comply with it. They hav<; now or- 
dered a billrto be brought ^kiy for. 
pnvidiog b^rack^, fife*w^d, ' cant- 
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. dies, beddiiiff» and otenfife for ds 
kitchen as demanded, bat the ar- 
ticles of fait, vinegar^ and cyder or 
beer> are not to be inchided in the 
bill, being fumiflied with this pre- 
fence to teave them OQt» that diey 
are not provided in Europe for his 
Majefty's troops which are in bar- 
racks ; and, as the General is fatis- 
ted that nothing more can be ob- 
tained at this time, I hope that I 
ihall be thought to ad for his Ma- 
jefty's fervice m paffing the bill in its 
preient fiate, for the difficulties which 
wonid arile in the other colonies apon 
a*Hke applii»tion irom their ^gover- 
nors, may by this ftep be obviated, as 
I am perfu^ded, from what I have 
kea, that the example of this pro- 
vince, in making the provifion re- 
quired, mXi have a greater influence 
on the proceedings of the others than 
any other motive whatsoever, and it 
will appear on the minutes of the af- 
iembly, that I made the fame demand 
during their laft feflion, without being 
able to obtain the fmalleft Turn for 
that puipofe. This, Sir, is a bare re. 
lation of what has pafled here, with- 
out aggravating or extenuating any 
one circumftance, and as matters of 
faiEt fpeak beft for themfelves, I 
thought it proper to lay the whole of 
this proceeoing before you, as it will, 
at one view, mew the deference here 
paid to z&$ of parliament, and what 
may be oar expedations on a iRiture 
occafion ; you viJil be pleafed^ to ob- 
serve, that my fneilage is treated 
merely as a requifition nuuie here, 
and that they have carefully avoided 
the leaft mention of the atd on which 
it is founded^ and it is my opinion, 
that every ad of parliament, when 
not backed by a fuMcient power to^ 
enforce it, will meet with the fame 
fate here. I am, &c. 
To the Right Hen. H. Mooai, 

H. S, Conuuay. 

The Speech of hit Excellency Sir Henry 
M9orf» Bart* CapiasH-Qeneral and 
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Governor in Chief, in emd over ei^ 
Province ofNeW'Torh, and the Ter- 
ritories jdepending thereon in America^ 
Vice^Admral and Chancellor of the 
fame. 
To the Conncil and General Afemilj if 
the faid Province. 
Gentlemen if the Council, andGetf 
tJemen of the Gentral Ajffemhlj, 
The general fatisfadion which has 
been dSufed throughout the colonies 
on the late favourable proceedings of 
the parliament of Great-Britain in die 
rq)eal of the ftamp-ad, and the im^ 
preffion made on the minds of the 
people on receiving fuch diftinguilh- 
mg marks of his Majefty's favour and 
protedion, have induced me to givse 
you the earlieft opportunity of makii^ 
thofe acknowledgements of duty anS 
fubmifiion, which on fuch an occaiion 
muft arife in the breaft of tvtry in- 
dividual. The . mifreprefenution* 
heretofore made by artfiil and d»- 
figning perfons, have had their effed 
in impofing on the weak and ere- 
dubus, and falfe hopes and fears are 
now conceived by thofe, who, fjt>m 
their fituation, can only fee and hear at 
a diftance, and of couHe are tzSiy 
impofed on. Let it be your concern 
to undeceive the deluded, and, by 
the powerful examples of your own 
condud, bring back to a fenfe of 
their duty, thole who have been 
milled, that nothing which can cany 
with it the leaft refemblance of former 
iicat and prejudice may be fuffcrcd to 
-prevail, and the minds of jhofe who 
«re too eafily agitated* bedifpofed to 
a chearful obedience to the laws, and 
to fentiments of relpedful gratitude 
to the mother-country. 

Gentlemen of the General Affemily^ 
I muft at this time recommend to 
your particular attention the cafe of 
thofe unfortunate perfons, who from 
the licentioufhefs of the populace have 
fullered for their deference to the adt 
of the Britilh legiflaturc : I flatter 
myfelf, that they who fue to this 
houfe for joilice will never fue in 

vain. 
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v^n» waA tiist itiprin be no tingirkte- 
ibl talk ibr t&is pitnrince to ta&^^the 
lead on fuch an txxafion, and, by 
.«aking a full and ample con4)cniation 
to the fulFerers for their goods and 
^Hfcfts dcftroyed, fliew to the neigh- 
by an Sample 



OC « M B IN T;S. 
att>ft d^bbgokhioj^ marlc dT jroyiT 
-£iyoiil^ and proteftton, and £Hed with 
the h^hell fepie oif the great wifdom» 
jofiice and indderation, manileiledin 
-the proceedings of that augiift body 
the Bxidih parHanientr retnm your 
Excellenqr their nnfeifned thadcs for 



bouring provinces, by an ^ ^ 

great as well as juft, the fcnfe which this early communicatton of an eve^t 

is here entertained of the benefits fo ardently hoped for, and fo h^hly 

lately received. The nefolutions of iktisfaflory to thefe colonies. 



'die Houfe of Commons have, by his 
'Majefty*s commands, been tranfinitted 
to me, in order to be laid befofe 
-you: thcfe fufficiently fliew the fcnfe 
of that auguft affemHy on this point, 
-whofc fentiments it ihould be your 
glory to ad<^ and imitate, as diey 
mre fo evidently founded on the 
tleareft principles of humanity and 
juftice. This carries its own recom- 
mendation wUh it, and makes it 
ncedlefs for me to enforce by argu- 



To andecdve the deluded, and to 
bring back to a fenfe of their duty 
the mi%uMed and prejudiced, have 
been the fixed objcds <^ our attention, 
ifenfible that where fubmifion to the 
laws is wanting^ aiiardiy and ccm- 
iiiiion mufi; enfoe>: evils the mofk to 
be dreaded, as they are the tnoft f»el:- 
nicious to fociety. And you may be 
aiTured, Sk, that nothing (hail be 
wanting on oar part to kicuicafte in 
the atinds of the feopk, a thoeoogh 



ments, a meafuie, which at the (smc ^enfe of the obedience they «we, the 
time it will do honour to the province, dependence they ^tsuad in, and the 
will (hew yourfelv^s jaot unworthy of benefits they receive from their molt 



that royal condefcenficwi Mid pro- 
tedkion which have been manifofied 
on the late interefting occafion. 

Gentlemen of the Couricsi, ami G«r- 
tlemen of the General Affemhly^ 

I have nothing more in particular 
to ky before you at this junaure, and 
ihall be extremely happy tofirew my 
Teady concurrence with you in pro- 
moting every meafure which can tend 
to the (^rvice ©f his Majefty, and die 
welfare of the people. 

ik^JTofK H-.Moo»fi. 

fur^ I2> 1766. 

•fr^ his Bxcelhncy Sir Heftry Moore y 
iBart, Captain-G ener aland Qoverseor 
in Chief inMnd'omertf^e Province tf 
. ^^^Thrk, dud the territories de- 
finding ifi Jmefica, Chanceikri and 
^Fiee-Admral ofthtfar' 



gracioiis fovereigh, iaad their ^uar- 
^ans tke firitiih parUadtaent, con^ 
Ment that the colonies in ^ncr^, 
^U, by their eondua, A^w thcd- 
felves deferving of -cHreiy 4&ark of 
loyal .^vour and indiilgenee. 

We ihall, at Idl times, chieai^ailly 
and readily cOkicur with your S»:el- 
lency in |Nroiftoting every meafiofe 
which can tend to the fervice of his 
Mftjefiy, and the ^^^jpkieis and prof- 
perity cf the colony, ^y order of 

.the council, 

. ift*V-2«ri, JDAtllBL Hoas.MANi>iif, 
J-itHe Ja>» '^^i(s* Speafcpn 

T<0 wUch his Excellency was pieafed 
to jretorn the follpwaing an^er. 
^fntlemen, 
I return you many jthonks fat this 

^ddrefs, as the ii»h^ments you-^jqEireis 



^e 'hmmble Mdrejs y' the Couridl tf therein muft fo manifeftly tend to the , 
itho Province of Nenss-Tork. . * . f toWftinj^nt of the happi?icfe an* 
jlH^ it fkafeyour Ekceikn^, : Brofperity of your country. . 
The council, imptcffed . with the Fort G«w^, Me^-Tori, 
.^rmtftfeimncnts of duty and gra- -. '^ Jnne i6/ 1766. ' - • 

:tit«fe to Ms Majefty, for the. tofc . . . ^^. ?« 
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Addr^s if the Hou/e of Ajfemhhf of meafure which may tend to the, ftr- 
NetAj^Tork, yiceof his Majcftjr, and the weifai« 



7*0 his Excellency Sir Henry Moore f 
Baronet, Captain^General and Go- 
wernor in Chief, in and 6*uer the 
Colony of Neiv-Tork, and the Ter- 
ritories depending thereon in America, 
Chancellor and Fke- Admiral of tbt 
fame. 
Tie humble Addrefs of the Goneral Af 
fembly of the f aid Colony. 
May it f leaf e your Excellency, 
Wc his Majefty's moft dutiful and 
loyal fubjcds the general affembly oi 
the colony of New- York, return your 
Excellency our hearty thanks for your 
Ipeech. 

The recent inftahce of his Majdfty's 
tender concern .for the rights and li- 
berties of liis Amertcan fubje^ts, and 
the iignal proof of the julHce and im- 
partiality of the Brltlfli parliament, in 
the repeal of the ftamp-adl, will, we 
doubt not, add new atdour to their 
affedlion for his /acred perfon and go- 
vernment, and a;ugihent their efleem 
and veneration for his auguft par- 
liament. 

And as we conceive it ouf honor 
and happinefs to -participate in, and 
to the utmoff of our power to promote • 
and inculcate the warmed gratitude 
for eveiy inftance of moderation and 
juftice in the grand legiflature of the 
nation, fo we fhallnegleft no op- 
portunity to difcouhtcnance and fup*i 
preft every mifreprefentation tending 
to extingmfh or abate fuch becoming 
fentiments, and to promote by our 
influence and example, a chearful 
obedience to the laws, and a re- 
ipeftful conduft to the mother- 
country. 

The refolutions of the honourable 
houfe of commons refpedling the fuf* 
.fercrs in the late commotions, we 
fliall coniider with all the deference 
due to the fentiments of that il* 
Jiiifaious affembly, and we return 
your Excellency our hearty thanks 
for your affurance of your ready 
concurrence in promoting evety 



By order bif the gc- 



of the people, 
nefal affembly, 
AJemily-Chamher, W.NiCOiW, Sp% 
CityofNew^rork, June \6, :ij66. 

To which his Excellency wad pleaTed 
to return the following anfwer. ' 
Gentlemen of the General AJakhty^ 
I return you my thanks for thb 
addrefs. It is hoped from the fen- 
tinients you entertain of the bene* 
fits lately received, that thofe whei 
have at heart the profpcrity of their 
country, will not negleft fo favour- 
ahle an opportunity of difUnguifhin^ 
themfelvcs^ as that which now oSen, 
by promoting whatever may be nc- 
ceffary towards the fettling on a Jail- 
ing foundation, the mutual interefbof 
Great-Britain and her colonies. 

Copies of Sir Henry Moore^s two Mef 

fages to the Houfe of Affembly of New-- 

Tori, and the Answers, in bis Letter 

of June 20, 17^. 

Copy of Sir Henry MoHr^s firft Mef 

fag§totheHoufeof4ffembly, 

. y«w 13, 1766. 
A return of his Majefty's forces 
Under orders of march for this city, 
having been fent to me by his Ex - 
Cellency General Gage, I take the 
earlieft opportunity oflaying it before 
you> and hope you will give the ne- 
ceffary diredlions, that fumcient quar- 
ters, bedding, utenfils, &c. may be 
provided for the reception of the of- 
ficers and foldiers fpedfied in the faid 
return, agreeable to the ai^ of par- 
liament. 
Answer of the Houfe of Affembly to thi 

above Meffage, 
'Affembly -Chamber, City of Ne^uj-Tork^ 
Diejovis, 9 h. A, M» the igtlf 
of June, 1766. 
The houfe, according to ordei*, re- 
folvcd itfelf into a committee of the 
whole houfe- upon his Excellency's 
meflage of the i3thinftant, recom- 
mending the making provifion for 
,. O • quarters. 
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i[inQ-tersj bedding, uteiifih> &;c«^ fof 
m number of tro^s mentionei in a 
return accompanying, the faid nief- 
/age: after ^pie tiijae fpcnt in con- 
fi|enne |he fame, Mr» Speaker re- 
iumcd the chair, and Mr, Philip Li- 
jiipgfton,. reported thfe refohitions, of 
tke a>mnutte^, which jie read in his 



C U M E N t S, 

fi^rvice cannot in the leaft 'faflTeir Vy 
the non-<omp]iiance of the houfe mth 
jthis i^quiiition. becaufe the tix)6ps 
have hitherto fuDfiftcd very well with- 
out any fuch provilion, and if that 
was not the cafe, aTum of money to 
the amount of j^.5990, is now re- 
maining in the treafury of this colony, 
piaccji ^ aiid afterwards delivered it at iubjedl to the order of the commander 



Jaie table, where t^e fame was again 
xe^x. and are i|s follow; viz. 

.Rtfolved,. That it i^ the opinion pf 
J-his CDuamitfce, that the general af- 
jptmhiy pf ttis colony have always 
been read/ aiid willing to^comply with 
every rcqmfitipn made to thexn by 
^er and for fhe fervice of his M^- 
jefty, nor pan they recoiled one %gfc 
ijiibmce wherein they have with-hcld 
the, aid.requeiled. 



in cliief of his Nfaje^*s troops in 
North- America, which he may apply 
fox the fervice of his Majefty's forces^ 
as he thinks proper. 

And the faid refolutibhs 



bec^h read a Yejcond time : ^ 

Refolved, That the lidufe do a^ree 

with the committee in the foregoing^ 

refolutions. k' * 

Ordered, Thkt Mr. Thomas and 

Colonel Livijrigilon wait upon his £*x- 



Refoivei,. That it is the opinion of ,cellency with the foregoing refo* 
this committee, that the requifition Intiops. By order of ^he geneial ^{^ 



fembly, AbIiaham Lott, Xlllerk* 

C^j cf Sir Henry Mbot^ s feconimeJL 
/age to the Hou/e ofjijimhlfy 

June 20, \j£lSm^ 
A copy^of the refolutions of tK^ 
lioufc of affembly, in anfwer to mjr 
meila^e of the itth infiant, recom* 
mending the, making proviiicm for 
quarters, bedding, utenfils, &c. for 
his Majefty's troo])s dien-nnda- orders 
cedented. . ^ .^ , of marcji far this, city, having been 

. Refolved, That It i«vthe opinion of ient to , his Excellency the general, 
this committee, that the requifition I yefterday evening received a letter 
nbw made will amount at lead to from him, of which the fbllowihg^ 
Arec-penQf per day . for each private in extract. 

^m^jtn^.fcxclufive.of beds and bedding., ** The fum of 3990 pounds, 

Reiolvedi That it is the opinion of which the hqufe nientions to 1^ re« 

this committee, that the hbufe, upon/ maining in the; treafury of thb colony, 

ji proper requiiitioa from the crown fubjeft to the order of the commander 



iiow made by the above-men^oned 
jueflkge* is of fach a. nature and ten- 
dency, vx^t i&ould it be ^r^ted, the 
•xpence might, ^aiid probably would, 
V^ foop exceed the ability of thijS 
colony .to |>ayj ^as the number of 
trOdps that inay from time 'to time 
require. me like provifion, arc to this 
cotnouttee eiutirely unknown, ^nd the 
articles required for tl|e greateftpart, 
as this committee is informed, unpre- 



for that piirpofe, fhould. be at the 
cx]5ence qff furnifiiit^g barrackSj^ bed- 
ding, utenfils for £sirmg vidiuails, 
and firewood, and candles, for a pro- 
portionate part of the troops 'with the 
reft ,of the colonies, which the com- 
mittee conceives is as much as can to be s^ppr9priated to the ufe of qaar'* 
teafonably be expeded. tering his Majeiiy's forces, it will cer* 

. Refolved, That it is the opinipn of tainly anfwer as well as any qdier 
this committee, that his M^efty's fund they might appropriate to uiat 

ufe^ 



iin chief of his Majjefty's forccsi m 
North- America, I underftand was left 
there by Sir JefFery Amherft,/to be r^r 
turned to the province, as the ferviiDC o/T 
the public did not require it to be drawi;* 
If the houfe means that fum a^ a fund 
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ofe^ a^ far as it will go. But I fhould 
bt^lM to be mlbiiiifed^ wliether it'is 
tKe int^t and meaning of die houie 
of aflembty, that the commander in 
cBef aF'his MajeA^'^ forces fhoold 
drajgi for t^e above fom o££,^ggo, or 
fach pahs thereof as £hcrc miy be 
occaiion foz, to indemnify the ma- 
giftrates for the expenccs they may 
incur in quarfering his Mije^fs 
troops, according to the aft of parlia- 
ment pafled tli^" laft feffions of par- 
liament for quartering his Majefty*s 
forces in bfortlbr America?' 

As by this extrad it appears tl^at a 
farther explication is required of that, 
para^ph in the meflage of ycfterday 
rdatiye to the fum of money therein 
mentioned to be lying in the treafu'ry, 
and at the diipqfal of the commander * 
in chief of his M'ajefly's troops. ' The 
hbufe of aflcnibi:y is defirecj to inform 
me, on what conditions the general 
is to draw for that morie^j, and 
whether lie is to take it on the termis 
mentioned in his lettcir or not, that 
no tinje pay be Ibfln fufhi/hing thq 
necelTaries tor the troops^ 

AnfwfT {% Sir Henry Moore* s fecond 

M^il^O.9, i^8 ^?«/? ojr Afmhly^ on 

the 7,0th of June , 1766.* 

Ifie lunf, 3 h. e. M. the z^d of 
June^ 1766. ' 

TJie houfe, according to order, re- 
folved itfelf into a cqmYnittee^of {he 
wholp lio4f? upon his Excellency's 
meifage of the 20th inftjint, relating 
to the quartering of his Majelly's 
forpcs in this cptpny. 'After fome 
time ipent therjcio, Mr. Speaker re- 
fumed th^ chairi and Mr. Philip Li- 
yingfton reported the refqlutions of 
the conimittee, which lie read in his 
place, and afterward s delivered' in at 
the table, where the fame were again 
read, and agreed to by the houfe, an4 
are as follow ; viz. 

l^efolved. That it is the opinion of 
this cpnamittee> that it is imjpo&ible 
for the general aflcmbly, injuftfceto 
Ihcir cpniitueifts, t0 raife or appro* 
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priate any fiind for famiOiing his Ma"-** 
je^*s forces* in 'the manner i:equireS 
by his Excellency, for the nafinu 
given m'^the refolations of the hdaft 
of the ipth'inftant, Bnt, as the ge* 
nerat alTembly have always been ready 
ta promote his Majeity^« fervice at 
far as they were able, confident wiiji 
their duty to, and a due regard ftr th9 
intcreft bf 'their i^nftitneiits, lisA 
committee are bf opinion, that pro- 
viiion fliould be made for forniffiingt^ 
the barrack's in the' cities of NcW»i 
York and Albany, with beds, bed- 
ding, fire-wood, candles, and utenfilt" 
for dreffiug of- Visuals for two batf * 
talions, not exceeding five hundr«l 
men each, and one cdmpany of ar- 
tiltery for one year. " * 

Refolved, That the exP^c^^ ^ 
accrue by vit;tue of the foregoing>e; 
iQlutions, be made payable but of the 
money now'remaining in the trea&ryi 
by virtue of an ad pafTed the 20th of 
Mai^ 1762, intituled, ''Ah Aft, 
direamg the treafnrer of this colony 
to pay the commander in chief of alt 
hisM^efty's forces inNortK-Americn 
the fum of ;^.^7 jo for liis Majefly'* 
fervice, to be repaid* when his Ma^ 
jefty fliall think proper.**' 

Ordered, That a bill be ^ougl^tin 
purfuant to the iaid refolutS^ni, and 
thiit Mr. Philip Livingfton and Mr, 
Douw prepaf-e and bring in'thi fl^mi. 
' Ordered, THat Coltfnel LiVingtton 
and Mrl Ten Brock wait obqn hi^* 
Excellency with tfie Ibregqlng re-^ 
folutions. ' By order 'of the w'ncral 
aflemfaly, '' "'- '^ ^ <^n^ IS 
' Abr-aham LpTT, Clerkf 

ExtraSi of a tetter from .Lieutenant'^ 

Governor 'ColJteri to Mr.' Secretary 

CoHiuaJ. ' '' ' " v».i ;-r 

[^^wW J«A 25,] 

Nekv'To'ri'^ yufli 24, I766f 

The governor, ' in obcdieiifce to Hi 

Mfijefty's comnisind, )iaying laid b^^ 

fore the aflKJmbly of this provitfce thfe 

reiblntions of thelKouie of Cbmmooi 

of Great Britain, f6r the baymfeiit ^ 
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idles any perfon has raftained in tht 
late riots for his deference to the a6b 
of the Brittfti Icgiflature ; I fcnt in 
an account of things I had deftroytd . 
by the mob in the night of the firft of 
November laft, when they broke open 
my coach-houfe, and burnt my cha- 
riot, &c. The lofs and value of the 
things loft were proved by my fon's 
oath, amounting to the fum of gne 
hundred and ninety-five pounds, three. 
Ihillings, Major James had petitioned 
to have compenfation for his loffes 
fuftained at that time, and his pe- 
tition being referred to a committee 
of the whole houfe, my account was 
referred to the fame committee, tOr 
gether with the accounts of fome- 
other pcrfons who fufFered at the 
fame time by the mOb, The method 
the aflem Wy has taken pf refufing any 
compcnfation to me, is by the com- 
mittees paffing my demand over in 
lilence, . and reporting in favour of 
the others, and. I am afTur^d this is 
their refolution. . 



Covfr/for Franklin* J Letter to Mr. ^ir- 
A • cretary Conway, . 
['Received July 25.] 
FerthAmhoyy Jwte 19, 1766. 
SIR, . ^ 

I. had jthe honour of receivihg your 
twp Jettw of the ift and' 31ft of 
March with the two afts of par- 
liament, and the refolutions of the. 
Houfe of Commons, which were con-, 
tained in the laft. I immediately 
fummoned the council and aflem bly 
to meet at this, place, when I laid 
thofe papers before them, and recom- 
mended it to them to. return their 
thanks and acknowledgments to his 
Majefty and his parliament, for their 
great goodnefs- and condefceniion in 
relieving this country from the diffi- 
culties occafiorted by the flamp-adl. 
This they have uhanimodl^jSigreed 
Vo do,' and their addreifes JKiK" 1 be* 
lieve, be tranfmitted to thw agent iu 
England by this ^ortiiriity, and I 
Jiavp'reafon to think ihat you will 



findthem filW, with the warmeft ex* 
preffions of duty and gratitude. It 
gives me great pleafure, that I have 
been able, through all the . late 
difturbances, to prefcrve the trail- 
quility of this province, notwith- 
ftanding the endeavours of fome to 
ftimulate the populace, to fuch afts a« 
have diigraced the colonies.. ' ^ 

. The wifdom of the prefent meafures 
have already had the bed effects in 
America, and afford the plca.(ing 
profpeft of an uninterrupted harmony 
between the two countnes. / ^ 

The legiflature is llill iitting, and 
in all probability wc fhall have an 
aynicablefeflion ; .1 fend herewith a 
copy of my fpeech to the council and 
affembly on this occasion, and as Toon 
as I can obtain a copy of their pro- 
ceedings, I (hall do myfelf the honour 
of tranfmittinc it to you like wife. 
I am, &c, 
^0 the Right Hon* Wm»F|^ANKL1N. 

H. S> Con^vay* 

Extras of a Letter from Go'vermr 
Bernwd to Mr. Secretary Con<way^ 
[Received Augufi 2.] 
' Lofton y June l^y 1766/ 

I had the honour to receive your 
letter of March '31ft on the 31ft of 
May, three days after the affembly 
was inet at tlje ufual time. I have 
Be^n vtxy defirous, that at the time I 
sjcknowledged this receipt, I fhould 
alfo inform you, that the affembly 
had complied with his Majefty's re- 
commendation to indemnify the fuf- 
ferers. But J am forry to fay, that 
after havingwaited a month for this 
purpofe, and during that time have 
ufed all means in my power to prevail 
on them to give this proof of their 
gratitude and duty, I was obliged laft 
evening to difmifs them, without 
their having done any thing towards 
•indemnifying the fufferers, aind with- 
out the leaft affurahce that they eve^ 
inteiided to do it. J ihajl, with the 
firft ppporturiity, give your honor an 
cxa£i detail of this whole affair, fet- 

tin^ 
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ting it in one view, and in a true 
light. At prcfent I write onTy for a 
ibip which IS to fail to-morrow, and 
am obliged to be Ihort in what I haYc* 
to write to day. 

Extra£i of a Letter from Lieutenant- 
Go*vernor Fauquier to Mr, Secretary . 
ponnvay, [Received Juguft 17.] 

W^lliamjhurgh^ Virginia^ 
June 27, 17^. 
I have been honoured w;ithin theie 
few days with your favour of the 3 1 ft 
of March, with the two ads of par- 
liament a^nd votes ef the Houfc of 
Commons, and with their duplicates. 
The unexampled favours the colonies 
have received from the indulgence of 
their mother-country, and the ftill 
further benefits you give them reafon 
to hope for, furely demand the ftfong- 
eft returns of affeftion, duty and obe- 
dience, which it is m their power to 
give. 

It (hall be my part, by every means 
in my power, to endeavour to bring 
this about, and I ihall obey his Ma- 
jefly's commands in laying^the whole* 
before the affembly, and make-ufe of 
fuch arguments and meafures as ihajl 
appear to me moft likely to produce 
this moft falutary and moil neceffary 
elFeft, and I have the pleafure, at 
prefent, to think this is in (bmc degree^ 
probable, though matters are not yet 
arrived at that maturity as to eii- 
courage me to give you any affurances 
ofit. ; 

I have been credibly informed, that 
there is a propofal now on foot to 
petition me to call the affembly (boner 
than J propofed to do, that they 
might have an early opportunity of 
teftifying their gratitude by an addrefs 
of loyalty, dunr and obecUence, with 
affurances of their heartily fupporting 
his Majefty^ and the honour and dig- 
nity of his crown, agaioft the attacks 
of any of his enemies . To thofe who 
gave me this information, and were 
&nt to f<?el ihy.puljfe, I gave for 



lOl 

anfwer, that could they infcre the 
condua of the houfc, that it would 
be as they gave me reafon toTiopc'it 
would, I ihould with the greateft 
pleafure give them the opportunity 
they delired, but that \ muft go npoa 
fure ground; for, if tbjB confequence 
of their meieting early il^ould l?e dif- 
ferent from our wilhes, aiid any pf- 
fenfive or feditious refoludons ihould 
be entered into, I ihould only give 
them a liberty effedually tp cut theif 
own throats and lofe tMtt^ friend tkey* 
now had, and that I had too .jg^reat a 
regard for them to be inftrumental in 
what I conceived might prove their 
deftrudtion : They have undertaken' 
to give me all the affurances I caa 
require, if the petition ihould be prcr 
fented. 



Extraa of a Letter from Major Ge* 
neral Gage to Mr. Secretary Conivay. ' 
[Recei^ued jfugufi 2^*1 
NeW'Tork, July 15, 1766.- 
In my letter of the 24th of June, I 
had the honor to acquaint "you that 
his 'Mafefly's twenty-eight regiment/ 
under the command of Major Browne, 
h ad been ordered into Dutcheffe county* 
in this province, to. affiil the civil ou 
fleers in putting the laws in execution,' 
and to quell ibme dangerous riots.* 
A fmall body of the light infantry 
company was fired upon by the rioters, 
and three of them* wounded : they re- 
turned the fire, wounded fome, pur- 
fued. and difperfed the reft, noKvith- 
iianding their numbers. The diftur- 
bances had fpread into the county of 
Albany, where a ikirmifh happened 
between the iheriff, with about two 
hundred followers, and a party of thtf 
rioters'. Some few were killed and 
wounded on both fides, but the iheriff 
and his people were put to flight. A* 
great many prifoners have been taken" 
or delivered themfelves up, and among 
them are feveral principals. After 
reftoring tranquility to the country, 
tlie regiment came to this place, 

leaving 
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Ic^griag %.cajDt^^ 9^4 fift){ m«?i to 
ew*. the jaiRls, ^ b-pHght w#, 
tUfitOr thp finnqpaj rijjgJcaaera. of the 
wlolp Qonfqder^)}.. tV.ni^ftf^^, 
cQ9im^4 the re^wt gn^atly, a». 

jippre.hend]^ the cioters* 8|s, for their 
fciftncff of difclpline, ijpt l^^ying 
tiken, the Ip^ thjM during tjh/sir ftay 
11^ the cojWJtty, smd; ^yci^ refill w t<^ 
j]j,jp4ei; tjje hoqicsi of fpn^e pf th/^ 
prod|iflw4. raters, thQu|^ Vyc* ti9 

Tb; ^A^bly qf this province h^ 
jftffcd 9i l^W to p^ojfidi^ <W"ters, 
l¥44ing^ feel *?«* ttteniila^ for two. 
rf^gUsieAtSi s^n4. one (joyip^oX. ^f ,*r-. 
t^flfi^v Thcro. is M9y^ in this place 
the z?th ^d 46th i?egunent$;, the 
Utter very weak, from foihe infirm 
and old m©a difchw-ggd, and a great 
njwb^ O^ (oldiei;:s y/^iqfe times q( 
fendceV^e expiring i ^4 the z8tb 
«»imeDt ^yi alfo be few veipy much 
rQj;w:^d i^L their num^e.i;?^ (pr the fame 
ifafons. Rpcruitii^gpfmesh^yel^^n 
^pX hpmp fro?a th^ ^th r^gim^t, t^ 

coj^Lj^nies of the ;-pyal regiment pf 
Vtili^ W incfin)pe4 ^t \he mag^- 
^VW, ahpJjt fQ^r «ules fr^fp the city, 
whcr? they Jiaye a $el4 train drawn 
opt, ai)^4 the ii^en kept i^ coi^ft^t 
pra£^ce ii^ the exerci^^ of t^e gan>. 

Cfisottmr War4 to M-. S^rft^K^ 

$ [Rtcti'f^d 4^mfi 26.] 

5 J R, >w*s> 1766. 

Haviiig the honor, of your Excels 
kncy's letter of the 31ft pf Mjirch 
\^y incloiing a copy of* the iSi oi 
pajdi^ment, repealing the ^ of laft 
j^ffion for granting pefUMn flagip- 
4uties in America, ^c. I l^dit, with 
^be inclofed copies, l^forethe general 
jilembiy/ at their feffipjipi p?i tlie 9th 
inftant. 

Upon this i^pft happy pccafion, the 
eener^l affcmbly, witji jie^rts deeply 
]^prpftd with affeaion, loy- 
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*10^t «* gn^tted^^imamw ar 
f^lved oppn the ijjicjpfed hnmbie 
ajidrefi^ ot thanjks. to ^s M^rfly, ia 
which! mo%i^nair^ smi, 

I beg leave to njqueft yo^£x;ceUenc)^ 
to do the cplonjr tjie ^npr to prefent 
it to 91^ moft gi;,cipu^ foXP^g?;, , 

Your Ex^U^j^cy u^ a^.pleaipato 
inform 1^ i^at ^'^^catdnoa o^ t^e 
America^ trsiSt laws is goin^ to oe 
the imm^i^dia^e (^bje£L of parliament, 
ajQd th^i evi;^ x^^ vwh tJ^c^ l^te 
of our d.j^cutjift^ces cfem^ds, or 
adniit^ ^iIJ \^ a^rdeS ns. Thif 
ftedi inftojnce o^ t^ |4^d>' a^d iin- 
dulgent diippiitiop^ of ^e QatiA le- 
gifl^tiire, is universally ^cknowikdg^ 
^Ith thf: moj^ ilnc^re and reipip^^ 
gratltud^. ' And as Q9thing u i^c^, 
certain, t]^n that the promts of the. 
tr^de of the colonies wi^ i^dmateijf 
centjpr in 'Cr^at-^rit^in/ I have i^g 
4ou|3t but fufii ][egul^tipns v^ill Jf^yj^ 
the moil happy effe&. upon the com* 
i^ierce a|i4 |i»aiiufA%i;^ of the mother 
CQundy. 

T-hp ifnfi^, ppright^ and benewfcat 
ap|l?^f^re^ of (h^ k^ature, in the 
prpfti)t feifipn, h^ye fupprcgcd every 
SPP<^*^€^ <*f *nwmunng and dif- 
fctLsf^aio0> 4q4 diffttfed joy,' tran- 
quilitjr an4 h^ppineft throughout the 
cplonifs, %n^ I can affure your Ex- 
cellency, tka,\ tl^e mpft dutiful, iffcc- 
tipn^ and grateful returns will hq 
n^jle by thwn, and that they are fo 
|r^y attacbM to. their fovcreign and 
to the Britifh conftitution, and are fo 
truly fenfible pf the parental goodnefs 
pf the n>pth.er-cottntry, ^at &e may 
^y pp^n fyery poffible convienieoce 
4h4 %4yj>ntage from then}^ and I 
?g,nnflt bftt nromife myfelf, that fjich 
ine9Jyyrp$ will contintte to be piufued, 
^ wili fo entirely conciliate th^ af« 
fe,66pns bath of his Majcfty's European 
and Ampopan fuhjeds, tl^at the only 
h%}m cpjfttenuon between them will 
bp, which fhall niofi: effeftually pso^ 
moifi hi^ M^ie%!$ fervice, and the 
intenpfts o]f ^ hij^ widely e^Eieiided 
dominions. '^ .. 
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til ydur^xo^ilchcy *s fcftcr;the mak- 
ing' coiiimetiratidii to fudh peribiis Us 
liave fulFere4 in this c61dny from the 
madnefs of the people^ is Varihly re- 
commended, upon which 1 can /at 
jprefcnt onty 'fay> that if >ny^ appli- 
cation of that Idi^d (hould be made to 
toe aflembly, I doubt li«t but they 
will take it into ferioiis confidcration, 
and that your 'Excellency liVay be 
"aflured of mv utmod attention eifec- 
'tually to fecure filch perfons from any 
future infult; ai^d, that as far as my 
example and influence 'may extend, 
they ihall receive all prbper reipeft 
and regard. ^ , 

Before I cbhcludc, , I ni uft feeg leave 
to congriatulate yotir Excellehcy upon 
the happy Jfuccefs. of his, Kfajeily*s 
.councils. The hatibn has been often 
'WelTed'with a wife and iiprightadmi- 
niftratibn. But tp relieve feverlil mil- 
'lioiis of his Ifclajefty^s fiithful fubjefts, 
jpliiiiged in the deepeft anxiety,* diftrefs 
ind'contunbn, and to reHore them to 
their former' tranquility, fecurity and 
happinefs, was an honor, feferved for 
the preferit miriiftfy. I have 'the 
.honor to be, &:c. 

To the Jiight kon, Sam u£ l W a r. d • 
H* $• Cofrway, 

Extract of a Letter from Gonj^mor 

Bernard to Mr. Secretary Conway. 

[Re^ei'ved SeptemBtr 3.] 

BoftoHy July 19, 1766. 
Inmy letter ofjiine 29, I informed 
'70ur honor that. I would give you an 
cxa6l detail of the proceedings of the 
lioiife of feprefentatives, upon the in- 
demnification of the fufFerers by the 
riots at Bofton, fetting it in bne view 
and in a t^-ue light. For this purpofe 
I have caufed all the pixjceedings of 
the governor, cbuiicil, arid houfe of 
reprcfentatives to be printed together, 
and I have added annotations of by 
own upon particular paflageSj which 
will be more eafily made ufe of than 
if they were 'di (perfed in ' a Ion g letter. 
I muA defii-e that I may have Ipecial 
inilru6kiotis how to cbndudl myfelf iti 
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We farthisrijJtofeciitidn </f 'this^^air, 
€fpecially if it fliould lie thought 
proj)er to call ihc aflembly again to 
move this biifihefs Unto them. In'tfie 
mean time, if there (hould be any 
opening. for Ifoe tbcxpca that the 
houfe will aa in a'difl^erent manner, 
I fliall not fail to avail myfelf bfit. 

'CopyofthjtFroceidingsofihi'Go'vehi^r^ 
Couttc'tl; and Houfe of Repr^enfaU^es 
tfMaffachufetes Bay, on the Indim^ 
nification of the Sufferers iy the 
Rioters in Stfon, from 'March ^t, 
to JunezS, ij66» in Governor Ber-i 
Hard's Letter ofJiOy 19, 1^766. 

^ A few days after the meetiiig of a 
a ndw aflembly in May, 1766. hi< 
Excellency received a letter' from Mr. 
Secretary Cbriway, dated St. Janies*s, 
March 31, 1766, wherein 'fe writes 
as follows: 

^ '*' ^Nothing wiy tend more effec^ 
tually io every .'conciliating purpofe, 
and there is nothing therefore I We 
m' command more earrieftly to' require 
of you, than that you fhpuld eXcrt 
yourfelf in recommending it ftrohgly 
'to the aflembly, that fulKand ampfc 
compenfation be ipade to thofe w5io 
from the madriefs of the people, have 
fuffered for their deference to ads of 
the Britiih legiflature. And you will 
be particularly attentive, that fuch 
perfons be eiFeaually fecured from any 
further infult, arid that as far as In 
you lies, you will take care, by your 
example and influence, that they may 
be treated with that refpea ^o their 
perfons, and that juflice in regard to 
all their pretenfions, which their me- 
rits and fUfFerings undoubtedly claim. 

" The fefolutions of the Houfe df 
Commons, which by his Majefty> 
command I tranfmit' to you, to lay 
Ijefore the aflembly, will fliew you the 
fenfe of that houfe oh thofe pcsi^its, 
and I am per fuided it will, as it moft 
certainly ought, be the glory of that 
aflembly to adopt and imitate thofe 
fehtiifients of tfte Britiih i)arUameht, 
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fotm4ee[ on the cleared principles of 
humanity and Juftice.'* 

The rcfolutions of the Houfe of 
Comniolis relating to this bufinefs^ 
. are ks fbllows : 

Refolvcd, Thit it is the opinion of 
this committee, that fuch perfons who 
©tl account of the defire which they 
have inariifefted, to comply with, or 
tp affift iri tarrying into execution any 
afts of the legiflaturc of Great-Britain 
relating to the Britilh colonies in 
North- America, have fuffered any in* 
jury or damage, ought to have full 
compenfation ttiadc to them for the 
fame, by the refpedite colonic? in 
which fuch injuries or damages Were 
fuftained. 

Refolved, That an humble addfefs 
be prefented to his Majeily, humbly 
to deiircji that his Majefty will be 
gracioufly pleafed to giv^ diredions 
that the faid refolutions be tranfmitteH 
to the Governors of his Majefty *s co- 
lonies and plantations in America^ to 
be by them communicated to the af- 
femblies of their re fpedlive govern- 
ments. 

On the jd of June his Excellency 
. made a fpeech to the two houfes upon 
the fubjeft niatter of Mr. Secretary 
' Conway's letter, and having commu- 
. nicatcd to them the faid letter, to- 
gether with the refolutions of the 
Houfe of Commons, he obferves 
therefrom as follows : viz 

" I am alfo ordered to recommend 
to you, that full and ample compen- 
fation be made to the late fufFerers by 
*the madnefs of the people, and for 
that purpofe I am directed to lay 
before you the votes of the Houfe of 
Commons, exprefllne their fenfe upon 
. that fubjed, whofc humanity arid 
juftice it is hoped it will be your 
glory to iniitate. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Repre- 
fentatinjes, 
- <* The requifition contained in this 
Jetter is of a moft fmgular nature, and 
the only one of the Jiind that I have 
known fince I liave ferved his Ma- 



jefty in America, It is founded upoa 
a refolution of the Houfe of. Conv- 
mdns, formed after a full con/i- 
der'atioh of the matter, and repre- 
ftnted to his Majefty by the addrefs 
of that houfe. Th<i juftice and ha- 
Ittanity of this requifition is fo force- 
able, that it cannot be controverted ; 
the authority with which it is intro- 
duced, fhould preclude all difpuution 
about complying with tt^ I hope, 
therefore, you will add to the merit 
of youi* compliance, by fhe readinefs. 
of itj and affume to yoiftfelves the 
honor which now offers itfelf, of fet- 
ting the firft example of gratitude and 
dutiful aifeftion to the King and par- 
liament, by giving thpfe proofs of it 
which are now pointed out to yoii^ 
I muft obferve, that it. is from the 
provincial afTembly, that the. King 
and parKamertt expeft this compen- 
fation fhould be made to the fufFerers, 
without referring them to any other 
perfon whatfoever. Who ought fi- 
nally to be charged with this expence 
may be a proper confideration for 
you,^ and I fhall readily concur with 
you in voiir refolutions thereon, after 
the fufferers have been fully fatisfied-'* 
The Houie of Reprefentatives, in 
a meffage, in anfwer to this fpeech, 
fay upon this head : 

*^ The recommendation enjoined 
by -Mr. Secretary ConWay's letter^ 
and in confequence thereof made to 
us, we fhall embrace the firft con- 
venient authority to confider And a6l 
upon : In the mean time, cannot (A* 
/. 1 06. ) hut ohferve, that it is concei'ved 
in much higher and Jircnger terms in tlfe 
fpeech than in the letter. WbetheT 
in thus exceeding^ your Excellency 
fpeaks by your oivn authority, or a 
higher, is not ^ivith us to determine » 
Hc^ivever,' if this recommendation, 
'ivhich your Excellency terms a re^ 
quijjtion, he founded on fo mucll 
juilice and humanity, that it cannot be 
controverted. If the authority ^ifJk 
nuhich it is introduced Jhould freclmie^ 
all difputation about complying iviih 
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if, *We j^uld he glad to knovj lyhat 
freedom *we hqrve in the cqfe^. 

On die 25 th of June, the Houfe 
refaming the furth^ cpnfiderataon of 
this matter^ fent the following mef- 
fage to the Governor : 

May it (kaj[ejour Excellency, 
The Houfe of Reprefcntatives have 
duly attended to tnat part of your 
Excellency's fpeech which had re- 
ference to a full and ample con^- 
penfation to he made to the fufferers 
in the late difturbances. 

We are ienfibly affefted with the 
' Joii they have fullained, and have the 
'greateft abhorrence of the madnefs 
and barbarity of thofe perfops, who 
were the inftruments df their fuf- 
ferings — Nothing fhall be omitted ty 
us in oar deparjn^ent to bring the per- 
petrators of fo horrid a fa^ to ex- 
emplary juftice, and if it be in their 
power, tp a pecuniary reftitution of 
'all damages. 

But may it pleafe your Excellency, 
as a compliance with your Excellency's 
recommendation to the provincial af- 
■fcmbly to make up thefe lofles, appears 
to this houfe not as a^ ad ofjujlice, but 
rather of generojity (B . / . 1 06 . ) j they 
are in doubt, whjethlpr they have any 
'authority to make their conftituent.% 
chargeable with it, without their ex- 
prefs confent. The houfe, therefore, 
'beg leave to acquaint your Excellency 
that they have thought it their duty to 
refer the coxSxAtvzxxoxi of this matter to 
the next Jilting of the general court, (C. 
/t. 1 07*) that the members may haye 
the opportunity of taking the minds 
and inllruflion of the feveral towns 
thereupon. , 

On the 27th of June the Governor 
/ent the following meffage to the 
Houfe of Reprefcntatives : 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Repre- 
feniatives. 
As your reafons for not complying 
at prcfent with what has been recom- 
'm ended to you ty order of the King 
with, the advice of his parliament, on 
the behalf of the fufferers in the late 
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difttirbances, will probably be can- 
vafled with great precifidn, it will be 
juroper that the intendment of thefn 
Ihouid be as certain as may" be. 1 
ihould, jthere^fqre, be glad to kno^ 
whether t muft underftand from yqur 
meffage of ypfterday, that it is yo^r 
opinion, that a deteftion of the per- 
petrators oif the late mifchiefs iis necef- 
fary to intit;Ie the fufF(?rers to a coni- 
penfation for their loffes. 

1% appears to be the gracious in- 
tention of the King and parliamcfit, 
that a veil fhould be call: over ihe lajte 
difturbances, provided it be covered 
tiy a general and uniform dutiful be- 
haviour for the future ; but it is cer- 
tainly no lefs their firm and refolute 
purpofe, that the fufferers by theje 
difturbances fhall have a foil • and 
ample indemnification made to them : 
And this bufinefs has been committed 
to you upon principles of humanity 
and juftice, rather man of meer gi^« 
nerofity. 

If you think that an inaoiry into 
the promotion and perpetration of the 
late diforders, is a necefTary prelimi- 
nary to determine from whence the 
;charge of the compensation ihail 
finally come, and fhall pronounce for 
the expediency of fuch an enquiry, 
you will certainly be affi/led by the 
Governor and council* in the prpfe- 
cution of it, and I dare fay it will \^ 
no difficult work to trace this majttj^r 
to the bottom. 

But in the mean time I fear the 
Kin^ and parliament will think their 
intimations difregarded, by your pro* 
pofing an enquiry now, after it has 
Tbeen negleded for nine months pafi; 
during all which time, the houfe have 
had this wtry bufinefs of indemni- 
fication under their cbnfideration. 
Theyexped from you, that the'fiif- 
ferers fhall be indemnified at a}l 
events, whether the offenders are dis- 
covered pr not, or whether they are 
able to pay the damages or not, and 
feem to be more intent upon indem-? 
nificatlon than punifhment. 

P I ther^ 
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I therefore wifh, foi* the fake of the committed in the month of. Augoftlaft, 



province, whofe intertfb, and cfpe- 
cially.thofe of its trade, are now in a 
Very <|ficc Kalance, a^d for the fake 
of this town, whofe refpedable inha- 
bitants have already fuffered much in 
the opinion of the world, for having 
been tame f^ eftators of the violences 

' committed m it, that you would re- 
move this diigrace without the leaft 
delay, by ordering the indemnification 
immediately to be made upon the 
credit of thofe, whom you ihall here- 
after judge to be chargeable with it-r- 
When this is done, there can be no 
objeAion to your poftjgohing the con- 
fideration on whom this money ought 
ultimately to be laid, to what, time 
you pleafe, and there is no doubt hut 
that any enqidry which you fhall think 
fit to make for this purpofe, will be as 
efficacious as you can deftre. (D ./. 1 07 . ) 
Upon which the houfe the next day 
prefented to his Excellency the fol- 
lowing addrefs : 

May it pleafe. your Excellency ^ 
The houfe havie duly attended to 
your Excellency's meffage pf the 27th 

'inftant. We are fully fenfible of the 

goodnefs of the King and parliament, 
and agree with your Excellency, that 

it appears to be their gracious in- 

'tention tiat a veil fhould be drawn 

over the late difturbances, and we ■ 

hope our behaviour will always be Governor Bernard* s Ohfer<uattons on thh 



dnd difcover the perfous concerAed 
therein^ as far as may be, ifor the ef* 
feduating which buAnefs, we doubt 
not but we ihall be aided by yoijr 
Excellency and his Majefty's council. 

And further, we wpuld acquaint 
your Excellency, that the houfe have 
paired a refolve to take the report of 
this committee under coniideration at 
the beginning of the next feffions of 
this court, and ad thereon what fhall 
appear to them to be juil and reafon- 
able. 

Your Excellency is pleafed to en- 
force the immediate compliance of the 
houfe with this requifit;on, by an ar- 
gument drawn from a regard to the 
town of Boilon, the reputation of 
whofe inhabitants your Excellency 
fays, has already fuiFered much, for 
having been tame fpedtators of the 
violences committed, and that this 
difgrace would be removed thereby. 
We fee no reafon, why the reputatioiv 
of that town fhould fuffer in the 
opinion of any one, from all tfie evi^ 
dence that has fallen under the ob- 
fervation of the houfe ; nor does it 
appear to us, how a compliance 
would remove fuch difgrace, if that 
town had been fo unhappy as to have 
fallen under it. 



fuch as to merit their approbation 
Sir, the houfe are ever attentive to 
the applications .of per fons of every 
rank whofe cafe* juftiy claims their 
confideration : (E./. 108.) But as the 
fufferers, lohom ive apprehend your Ex- 
cellency refers to, have never applied u 
ibis houfe (as <vck conceive) in a parlia- 
mentary 'way for relief,- vje are humbly 
cf opinion, that nve have done all at 
frejent that our nibfi gracious fovereign 
and his parUeenent can reafonably expeS 
from us. But to Jhevj our regard to 
every thing recommended to the King and 
parliament jt vie have appointed a com- 
mittee to fit in the recefs of the court, 
to make a thorough enquiry into the riots 



Proceedings for the Indemnification of 

the Sufferers in the Riots at Bofion.^r- 

In his Lettet of the igth of July. 

(A./. 1 04.) He had been long ufed to 

term the commands of the King, requi- 

fitions, and they have been frequently fo 

called by the afFembly, he therefore 

could not ufe a lower expreffion of a 

command of the King's, preceded by 

the advice of his parJiament,. therefore 

the Governor calls it a requifition of 

a fingukr nature, ahd fays, that the 

authority of it ought to preclude all 

difputation. 

(B./.io5.)Thedifputeconcerningthe 
indemnification being an aft of juftice, 
runs through the whole proceedings. 
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It ha^ been before (hewed, in Aippo^t 
of the governors a£ng that expl>effion, 
how it is an a^ of joitice, finoe tJlat 
the Hdufe Of Coinmons, have declared 
ftat the fuiFerers pttgh f bteve full 
itmpenfati&n made to tim; terms 
very e:tpreffive of its being an a^ of 
Juftice; and the fecretary of ftate, 
writHig by the eommand c^ the King, 
purfaant to the addrefs of the Honfe 
of Commons^ e;«prcfsly fays, that the 
Sentiments of the parliament are 
founded oft the €Uareft' principles - of 
humanity and jufticei If the indem- - 
Hification* is to be confidered as an 
ad of jnftice, it ought to oome from 
the town of Bofton ; if it is to be paid 
by the province at large, it will be an 
aft of generofity, that is to the town 
of Bofton, from whom it is in juftice 
due. The people « throughout the 
country, expeft that it ihall be paid 
by Bofton only. The representatives 
of Bofton have power enough to pre-. 
Vent its being charged upon Bofton, 
but not power enough to engage the 
houfe ^o charge the province with it. 
And hence it is, that they are obliged 
to poftpone this buiinefs, in hopes, 
ibme time or other, to prevail upon 
jthe houfe to charge this lofs upon the 
province, and exempt the town of 
Bofton fiom it, and fo it is, that this 
buiinefs is piit olFto latter Lammas. 
(C./. I oy . )Petween the foregoing mef- 
fege Ana the following anfwer to it, 
there pafted a tranfadion which is pro- 
per to mention here. The houfe fent a 
meftage to the Governor verbally by a 
committee, to de^re that he would 
acquaint the houfe with the in- 
formatioiis he had received of the 
perfbns concerned in the riots at 
Bofton I the Governor anfwered, that 
all hi^ informations had been com- 
mUfiicated by private converfations, 
and in fuch a manner, that he could 
not make a public aie of them at 
preient ; that he had never .entered 
into a: formal enqoiry, nor ever exa-^ 
mined a ftngk witncfs, although he 
had had oftera made him q£ ibm^ who 
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would ^untarily iulnnit to hi^ex** 
mination, but that he declined it af 
ilrft, becaufe the government ceiiytd 
ndt ' fupport itfelf in fuch a buiinefs, 
and iihce, becaufe it appeared to him/ 
that the King and parliament did not 
deiire fuch an enquiry ihould ' be 
made ; that he much doubted 4'he 
propriety of fuch an enquiry, now 
having learnt enough to forefee^ that 
it would go too deep and fpread too 
wide. But if the houfe ihould de- 
termine for fuch an enquiry, and 
ihould be in eameft in. the profecation 
oi it, he ihould think it the duty of 
the Governor and council to affift 
them in it, but he very much re-- 
commended it to the houfe, not to 
make the indemniilcation dependant 
upon, or fubje£l to the refill t of the 
enquiry — If the houfe wants only to 
confult their Conflituents, they ihould 
fix upon a fliort day to return and 
deiire the Governor to grant them an 
adjournment for that purpofe, and 
time ; but if the^ only poftpone the 
confideration of it to next feifions, 
without giving any afiurance of their 
inte)ition to make an indemnification,^ 
or defiring a ihort day to determine 
upon it, it muft be coniidered as a 
prefent refufal, and they muft not 
expert that the Governor will move 
this buiinefs to them any more, with- 
out fpecial orders for it.— This. was 
reported to the houfe, and the de-^ 
liberation turned upon the giving ibme^ 
ai&irance of their making an ind^mni* 
fication, when it was determined tQ^ 
avoid giving the leaft hint of a certain 
intention of making an indempi*' 
fication. 

,(D./. 1 06.) Tliis is quite new :. to 

examine the force of this plea, st wilt 

be neceffary to review the proceedings 

'on this fubjed frpm the beglnnirvg. \ 

On the day. after the ruin of the 

Lieutenant Governor's houfe,, or.ra* 

ther on the fame day^ the Lieutenant; 

Governor reprefented the aftair to thek 

governor in cponci], who thereupon 

appointed a cofimittee^to (^ftimate;the 

P. at :^ :' Am9^;. 
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dam^gf! ;v $s his W^ has bcca fouad 
"Id be ^bo7e chree-fourths of the wholej^ 
wt aiay. very well SUt^ the cafe upoi^ 
lis iitftance oi4)\ The Governor, by 
the advice of the fionndl, fuxninoned 
the aifembly, and at the initance and 
9n the behalf of the fu^crers, .recom- 
mended to the HoufeofRcprefentativcs 
to make them a compeniation, Tfce 
koiifc. demurred. upon it, but never. 
9ace objected to the fufFerers applying; 
through the govcrnor'$ mediadonj^ 
Uathcr than immediately to the houfe 
(E, f. ip6.). In the next feffion, which 
began the middle of Jspauary,, nothjng 
iVas done for indemnifying the.fuffer- 
ers, and not one wOrd of objection for 
the fuffcrcrs not having applied to the 
houfe immediately, appears tp have 
been urged by the houfe^ though tha^ 
ieiirdn lailed near two nionths. In 
like mean tiihe the parliamei^t got 
bold of this matter, whether by pc- 
tition of the fufferers, or on their own 
Jliotiott, ep: dibito ji^itia^ does not 
j^ear. On the laft d?y of May, 
being three days Sffer the Jiew af- 
fcmbly had met,, the Governor re- 
ceived his orders from the fecretary of 
ftate, and communicated them to the 
koufe on the 3d day of June. For 
three weeks after this matter was 
digitated, and there were three formal 
Rebates had upon it, and as many 
tftreftions put : there were two feveral 
an(wers given to the governor, neither 
df whicA mentioned any objedion 
arifmg from the fufferers not having: 
petitioned the houfe, till after the Go^ 
Verilor had fent his final meilage^ 
'I^his new difficulty is. introduced on 
the lall day of the feffion, nine months 
^er the x>riginatibn of this buiinefs, 
and ^bave three weeks after it came 
recommended by his Majefty, at the 
defire of parliament, and upon the 
jRtdidrity of this objedtion, the houfe 
decho-e that they have done all at 
^refent that the Kmg and parliament 
Alh reaibnably exped fit)m them. 
P, $, Since the writnig/the foregoing 
'«'^l«fervanons, a; letter has beea 
, jittbliflied in a Boibn. newf- 



^apdr,. wherein the wt^ter leiidtof 
vdi»s to ihew, that the Goverifoffs 
ftrgtng ^he recOeim^dation with 
too great authority, was the c»ufe 
of its not teing <;Qmplied widi-^ 
fiad .they been difpofed to kavet 
complied, they ittighthave. f<^2^w 
rated the refolutions of. the Hooftf 
of Comfiiiohs and the fecfetary c^ 
ftate's letter firom the Goyernor'a 
ipeech, and given him Vol undar- 
ftand, that it was the induigenee of 
the former, and not the authOritaT 
tiveiieft of the latter, which in-^ 
dttced the))^ to cpibply with it. %^% 
the difficttky with wkidh ^it bn- 
fineis has hitherto laboiired, and is 
ever like to labour, is, that the 
country thinks it moil reafonable^ 
that the chai^ fhouki be borne by 
the town only, and the toWn is for 
flinging it upon the provinoe ii^ 
general. 

E^etraS of a Letter from Mafor.Gettfreit 
Gage to the Duke of Richmond. 
[Received Seftm^or zg,] 
Nrw-'Tork, Jitgtffi 2$^ 1766. 
The firft battalion of the 60th, <ir 
royal American regimen^, was order-- 
ed to Quebec, to replace the zMi 
regiment, and tlte fecohd battidion of 
the 60th, marched into the intenok" 
country to relieve the pqfts therel. 
The 28th and 46th regiments ftaid iri 
the province, and one of them de- 
fined in a little time for the province 
of New Jerfey;, but the riots in 
Duchefs and Albany counties, occa- 
Aoned their being detained in this 
province. The number proposed for 
this place, is to the amount of one 
regiment compleat, and a company of 
the royal regiment of artillery : But 
it is proper tx) acquaint your grace, 
that in my demand. for quarters, it 
was neceflary to manage matters fo, 
that all the barracks here and at 
Albany^ ihould be fapplied with 
bedding and utenfils, that the troops 
who (hall march throiigh this pro-" 
vidce, which is the routes to and 

from 
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fr&m ^e provi&ce ^i Qaebeo, as weU 
^s to and from the Uppier Lakes* may 
be hei-eafter comfortably Ipdgecl, fii-* 
Head of lying on toe boards^ v^hi'ck 
tbey have frequently done, 

p9f^ p/ateUer/rom Qovemor Pitkin f9 

Mr^ Secretary Comvay. 

[Riceived Oaober J.]. 

^artford^ Cofmeaicut^ Jugufi ^^ 1766, 

S I R^ . . 

I have the honous.of yoqr's of the 

jift of March laft, diredcd to the 

Governor arid compatiy of the colony 

of Conne^icut, in which I have the 

honour at prefent to prefide, and {hall 

take the earlieft opportunity to com-* 

inunicate that and the feveral copies 

of ads of parliamient therewith, tranf- 

jnitted to the geheral affcmbly of the 
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her Cbioftied receding dieir iBtciiefts^ 
and that whatever prejudicei the «i!fe 
iBuft t^ecefiar^y injure the o^kt^ %xA 
therefore eannefl^ hope, that M 
fymptdms of coldolefs or difTatisfadibiL 
on any ground whatever^ will iM!# 
appear on the part of any of the C0I07 
nies, whidh may tend to inierroft 
that haritrany fo eflential to the hap«r 
pinefs and future ii^tereib of bod^ 
cottnt)*ies. Thait nothing of h ^^ 
agree^Ie a nature appears in th^ 
colony, I can with great plealwre 
|ifflii«e you-^ievery thing here wears tht 
face «ff decent joy ^rid hunlble^ g»a* 
titude. Nothing could add xxxxstt !• 
the great fatis^ion we feel for tte 
ladulgence already ihewn to us, tham 
the aSurance you are pleafed to give 
Ua, that the American Trade laws ai^ 
become the immediate objed of par- 



colony, . , . ^ ,- 

It is imppiiible to exprefs or defcribe liament, and that with equal itiagMb- 
the incredible joy with which the peo- nimity, clemency, and jafliee» tiwf 



pie df this country, in general, 
well as of this colony in particdlar, 
received the moft agreeable news df 
jhe repeal of the ilamp-ad^ and 
which they have ekpretfed by every 
token of gladnefs that they could exr 
hibit. AH America have been wait- 
ing in the moft anxious fu5)ence for 
the decifion of this great and fiioft in- 
(erefting affair^ have elteemed it the 
very crifis of their fate, and are now 
full of the warmeft gratitude for the 
grace and goodnefs manifeiled to 
them. The magnanimity, mode- 
ration and condefcenfion, the wifdom, 
jufticc, and equity fo fignally dif- 
playcd by his Majefty and parlianvent^ 
in repealing this aft, have filled us 
with the fincereft joy, and the warmeft 
Sentiments of the moft refpeilful gra-. 
titude ' to his Majefty and the par- 
liament, and will, without, doubt, 
con£rra Us in the ftrongeft difpofitions 
to a ilcady aflfeftionate loyalty to the 
King, and the tendereft affeftion tp 
our mother country. I am ^crfedtly 
feniible of the indUToluble union that 
there is between Great-Bntaia and 



are determined to give to the trafde 
andinterefts of America, every reli^F 
which our real cirtumftances demand 
or adniit. This will be wifely to 
perfed the good work fo happil^r 
begim, and to eftablifh the union and 
intetefts of Great Britain and Ameri<A 
tipon a bails th^t can never be (hakea* 
The regulations upon the importation 
of foreign molaifes and fugars, &c« 
are particularly grievous' to this co^ 
lony, whofe trade cOrifiAs chiefly el" 
articles fit only for the Weft^JndiH 
market. Thefe regulations have, in 
fa£t, been a principal means of oCflT 
poverty and inability to difcharge 01a?. 
debts with the American trader an4 
the Britilh merchant; have. really, in 
a manner, ftagnated all bttfine&an|0Q2 
us, and compelled the pec^e, as far 
as pcrflible^ to defift from the purchafe 
and con^tnptioh of Bntifli manu- 
fadures. An alteration of the laws^ 
in this particular, would therJSfore 
gite us a moft feafible relief in Dur 
prefent fitoado^, ;and be received 
with the gfeateft gratitude and fatiit^ 
fadioA. 

lam 
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I am particalarly happy in being 
•Ue to acquaint you that no violences 
or outrages upon private property have 
be«i commit^d in this colony, for 
jivhich any compenfation can be ex- 
peded or required. 

By dei&re of the general aflfembly 
(^ho were together when the intel* 
Hgence of the repeal juft arrived^ but 
are now enjoying; a rccefs), I have 
igned and tranfmitted an humble ad* 
dreis to his Majeftjr^ to exprefs the 
fincere joy and gratitude of this corr 
poralion upon this occafion, which I 
btt^li^ hope his Majefty» of his pa? 
temal goodnefs and condefcenfion, 
^irin be gracionfiy pleafed to accept ) 
and the colony will be greatly obliged 
to yon for giving it a regular and fa- 
vourable introdu£lion to the throne. 

I haveip alfo in charge to aflure 
jon^ t^at the colony has the deepeft 
&nfe of gratitude to you, and all 
other of nis Majcfty's minifters, for 
the great and good part you have 
taken in this moft important affair: 
Th0 remembrance of your wife and 
j^n^irable conduct upon this pccaiion, 
and of your te'ndernefs and concern 
for the colonies, will continue here 
to the latcft pofterity, and your 
names be bl^ed by millions in every 
generation. I have the honour to be^ 
with the groatcft efteem and refpeft. 
Sir, your moft obedient and moft 
Jiumble fervant, 

(Signed!) William Pitkin, 
fi rAf Right Hon. H. S, Comvay, 

§ne of his Majeftfs F^ineifal 
i Secret tiries of State. 

Cifx *f ^ ^^*^^ A^** OotHrnor Grant 
to Mr. Secretary Conway. . 
[Recerued OSoher 24, 1766.] 
St. Augufiine^ Eaft-Florida, Au" 
guft 21, 1766. 
SIR, 
I have had the honor to receive 
your Ictjter of the 31.-. of March, with 
copies of twoafts of parliament juft 
paffed ; the firft, for fecuring the juft 
dep^dance of the colonies upon the 
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mother country ; the fecond, ibr the 
repeal of the aft of laft feflion, grant- 
ing certain ftamp-duties in America, 
and you are pleafed to mention; tliat 
you expedt fhortly to fend me a third 
for the indemnity of fuch perfons a$ 
Kave incurred the penalties impofed 
by the aj^ juft r|?pealed, as fuch a bill 
waf then depending,* and had made 
a coniiderable progrefs in the Houili 
of Commons. 

Though there never was any dif: 
turbance in this province on account of 
the ftamp7a6t, yet everv inhabitant 
rejoices at tfie repeal of it, and all of 
them muft have the warmed and moft 
grateful fenfc of his Majefty's paternal 
Care of his colonies, and of the lenity 
?}nd indulgence of parliament, and 
will not, I dare fay, be wanting in a 
dqtiful and affe^onate return to fucH 
peculiar proofs of indulgence and af- 
fedion'on the part of his Majefty and 
his parliament/ I am, &c, 

* James Grant. 

€opy of a Letter from Governor Tfym 
' . to tie Right Hon. H. S. Conivay. 

\Received November J^.l 
Srunf'wid^i North-Carolina. An- 

guftz\ 1766, 
S.I R, 
I had the honour of your letter of 
the 5i[ft of March on the 13th of 
June : 'I got the council together the 
iSth of June, when I laid before 
them your letter, and the two afls of 
parliament inclofed : The one for fe- 
curing the juft dependency of the co- 
lony on the mother-country ; the 
Other for the repeal of the ia6l, grant- 
ing certain 'ftamp-duties in America — 
as I had prorogued the general af- 
fembly to the 30th of next O6iober 
before I had the honor of your dif- 
patches, I coafulted the council, if 
the fervice of his Majefty, or the dr- 
cumftances of the country, reqnixcd a 
more early meeting ; they were una- 
nimous in opinion, thaVconiidering 
the great heats of this feafon of the 
year, and the great fcarcity of pro* 
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vHtons m the conntry, inoft of the 
members would be prevented from at- 
tending the alTembly, if called earlier 
than it ftood prorogued, and thofe 
who did attend^ muft fufFer great pre- 
judice by their abfence from their 
plantations ; and, as the country was 
m perfed tranquility, and the inha- 
bitants returned to a chearful obe- 
dience to the lawsi they did not fee 
his Majefty^s fetvice required a more 
early meeting of the afiembly than the 
30th of Odober. 

I have the pleafure to inclofe you> 
Sir, the addrefs of the borough of 
Wilmington, on the fubjed of the 
repeal of the ftamp-aa, together with 
my anfwer ; as alio a letter fubfcribed 
by the mayor^ and all the gentlemen 
of Wilmington, in confcquence of 
my anfwer to their aidrefs — my reply 
has wound up all jealouiies on both 
fides : I have reafon to believe, that 
the fenfe of thefe people are the 
fentiments of the whole province, and 
that we {hall meet at Newburn all 
in good humour. I am, &c. 

William Tryon. 



Addrefs of the Borough of Wilmington 
to Go^*emorTryon, With his Anfwer. 
— In his Letter of Auguft 2, \-](>6. . 
North-Carolina, 
To bis Excellency William Tryon, Efq% 
Captain General, Governor y and Com- 
mander in Chief in and o^ver the 
Province of North-Cai^olina, ^c. 
The Addrefs of the Corporation of Wil- 
mington. 
SI R, 
We, his Majefty's moft dutiful and 
loyal fubjedb, the mayor, recorder, 
aldermen and freeholde/s of the bo- 
rough of Wilmington, beg leave to 
congratulate your Excellency on the 
repeal of the American ftamp-ad, and 
on the happy profped of the union 
and harmony thereby eflablifhed be- 
tween the colonies and their mother- 
country. 

Permit us alfo to exprefs our mojft 
grateful acknowledgements to the fu- 
pxeme legiflacure of Great-Britain^ 
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for their caiie and atteiition in 
Droteding the inhabitants of hit 
Majefty's extenlive American domi- 
nions in the enjoyment of that inefli- 
mable bleifing. Liberty, and at the 
fame time releafmg them from a bur- 
then they were unable to bear* 

With hearts full of gratitude to the 
beft of Kings, we aflure your Excel- . 
lency, that we fhall be ready at all 
times to defend and proted his Ma- 
jefty's perfon and government, and to 
evince our inviolable atuchment to 
his illullrious houfe, at the rifque of 
our lives and fortunes. 

We cannot help exprefling our con- 
cern at the many reprefentations that 
have been made to your Excellency, 
of the tranfadions of the inhabitants 
of this borough, and feveral of the 
adjacent counties, fince the time of 
the ftamp-ad taking place : Permit 
us to affure you. Sir, that it has ever 
been our conilant endeavour, as far 
as our influence extended, to promote 
the cafe and happineis of your Excel* 
lency's adminifb-ation. 

Moses John oeRosset, Mayor. 
Borough of Wilmington, June 26, 17.66. 

His Excellency's Anfwer. 
To the Mayor, Recorder ^ Aldermen, and 

Freeholders of the Borough af Wil* 

mington. 
Gentlemen, ' 

It is with fatisfadion I receive your 
congratulations on the repeal of the 
ad of parliament, granting certain 
flamp-duties in America. 

The grateful acknowledgments you 
exprefs to the fupreme legiflature of 
Great Britain, for their Care and at- 
tention to the liberties of the inhabit, 
tanrs of his Majefty's American do- 
minions, and alfo your aiFedionate 
and inviolable attachment to his Ma- 
jelly's facred perfon, family, and go^ 
vernment, as they are extremely grate- 
ful to me, I ih-dll, with a fenfible 
pleafure, tranfmit thofe warm fen^ 
timents of refpedful gratitude and 
duty to his MajeHy's principal fecre- 
tary of date. 

Itruil 
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I tnift that the inod«atioii and tm- 
^alkled lenity lb remarkably ma- 
Hifefted by his Majefty and the parlia- 
ment to the c(^onie$, will difpofe the 
Inhabitants to that chearful obedience 
io the legiflativeauthcM-ity of Great- 
Britain, on which their future prof- 
perity to much depends ; fuch a con- 
4uA will prove the ftrongeft cement 
46t the mofl firm and happy union 
^tween the mother country and her 
colonies. 

I profefs, gentlemen, I am at a 
iefs to anfwer that part of your ad- 
drefs, wherein you mention mifrepre- 
-fentations having been made to me of 
the cQoduA of me inhabitants of the 
liorough of Wilmington. I declare 
what impreffions I have conceived of 
IJiem, arofe from a behaviour that 
came immediatdy under my own ob- 
servation. 
frunfimcky Jum 26, 1766. 

A tmc copy, taken from the ori- 
ipnal, this id of Auguft, 1766. 

Fount. EtwiN, PHv. Sec. 



'4lt4refs f>f the Mayer and Gentlemen of 
Wilminftontfi Governor Tryon. With 
fyis Anfwer, — In his Letter^ Aug, 2. 
Md^ '^ plea/ejtour Excellency^ 

SIR, 

' It is with extreme concern we have 
obferved ii^ your Excellency's letter to 
the addrefs of the corporation of Wil- 
mington, exprefiions which may be 
•conftroed to diiarge that borough with 
fpme marks of intentional difrefpcd 
towards your Excellency—- a condud 
from the confcioufnefs of our hearts 
we can with tlie greateft juftice dif- 
iclfiim, and which, from a love of 
TCffder and a regard to decency, we 
ihpuld iincerely condemn, not only as 
inconfiftent with that dutiful affedion 
towards his Majefty's reprefentative, 
which we fhall always endeavour to 
cnltivate, but with the grateful return 
pf fenttment which your perfonal me- 
tit juftly claims. 

' if opprefied by the late ad, ibme 

^omiiiotions of the country feemed to 

threaten a departure from moderation, 

^'^our Excellency, we hope, will not 
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'iBipute thefe tranfadions to any other 
motive, than a convtdion that mo- 
deration ceafes to be a virtue, when 
the liberty of Britifti fubjeas Is in 
danger; but the greater the danger 
wasj the mpre reafon we have to ap- 
plaud the honor and jtiftice of the 
Britifh parliament, whofe prudent re- 
folutiOns have relieved us from the 
melancholy dilemma to which we 
were almoft reduced. 

From his Majefty, whofe heart ever 
rejoices in the happinefs of his people, 
we moll humbly and thankfully receive 
this mark of attention to the diftrefles 
of his American fubjeds, and fiiail 
always return his royal protedion and 
regard, with all the affcftion and 
obedience of the naoft l©yal fubjeds of 
a free kingdom, joined to that filial 
duty and conftitutional connection 
on which our future happineis and 
exigence entirely depends. 

Amidft the variety of difagreeable 
events which the late commotions oc- 
cafioned, we have with great indig- 
nation obferved, in the Barbadoes 
Gazette of the 19th of April, a pa- 
ragraph as void of decency as it is of 
truth, well affured, diat your Excel- 
lency's conduft has been always regu* 
lated by no other motive than a ge- 
nerous concern for the public good, 
fuid that duty which you, 6ii", and 
we all owe to a fovereign ever intent 
on the welfare of his people, fup- 
ported by an ardent deiire to promote 
the particular happinefs of a pro- 
vince committed to your charge. Wc 
are, &c. (Signed by nineteen perfons.) 
July 28, 1766. 

Brun/nuicky Auguft 2; 1766* 
Gentlemen, 
As your letter of the 28th of laft 
month has removed thofe afperfions I 
felt you had laid on my cHarafter in 
your addrefs to me on the 26th of 
June, I am now willing to forget 
every impropriety of conduA any of 
the fubfcribers, and the town of Wil- 
mington, have fhewn perfonally to- 
wards me in the late commotions. I 
thank you, gentleman, far the tefti* 

mony 
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riiony you give me of your appro- 
bation of my general condudt, but my 
acknowledgements are more exprefsly 
due for the juftice you do me in fuch 
part of my conduft as has been tra- 
daced by the Barbadoes Gazette of 
the 19th of April laft. I am, &c. 

William Tryon, 
ToMofesJobnDeRofet.E/qiM^yor, 

and the Gentlemen of the Borough of 

Wilmington. 

Cifpy of a Letter friBm Horatio Sharpe, 
Efq\ jyeputy Goruemor of Maryland, 
to Mr, Setretary Conway, 
[Received November 7.] 

Annapolis^ Junezy, 1766. 
SIR, 
Having lately had the fatisfaftlon 
ID receive the letter you was pleafed 
to favour me with the 31ft of March 
laft, inclofing copies of the two adls 
of parliament which had then paiTed ; 
one for fecuring the juft dependency 
of the colonies on the mother country ; 
the other for the repeal of the aft, 
l^nting certain (lamp-duties in Ame- 
licaj I now do myfelf the honour to 
acknowledge my receipt thereof, and 
alfb of the copy therewith tranfmitted 
of the refolutions of the Houfe of 
Commons, which, together with your 
letter, I fhall lay before the afTembly 
of this province' as foon as they meet, 
which, however, cannot be before the 
end of the fummer. As foon as copies 
of the two above-mentioned adb of 
parliament came to my hands, I caufed 
them to be publifhed, and had the 
fatisfa£tion to hear and fee that the 
inhabitants of this province in general 
were affefted with a proper fenfe of 
the moderation, forbearance and le- 
nity of the Britiih parliament, lately 
manifefted with relpeft to the co- 
lonies'; and I flatter myfelf they are 
already difpofed to pay the moft chear- 
fol obedience to the legiflative au- 
thority of Great-Britain, and all the 
laws now exifting. Tranquility and 
good order is now perfeftiy reftored 
fiere> and the late diftraftions will, I 
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hope, foon be forgotten ; the refent- 
ment fome time ago exprcfled againft 
the perfbn that was appointed to. 
diftribute the ftampt paper here, is in- 
tirely fubfided, and he now refides 
and carries on buiinefs in this place 
to as great extent and advantage as he 
did before his appointment. Such a 
fudden alteration m the face of things, 
and in the behaviour of- the people, 
encourages me to hope, that there is 
an end to all uneaflnefs, difcontent 
and murmurings, and am inclined to 
think his Majefty's fubjeds within 
this province, will, for the future, be 
more ftudious than ever, to demon^ 
ftrate to oiir moft gracious ibvereign 
their loyalty, duty and gratitude, and 
to the mother-country their thank- 
fiihiefs and afFedion, You may> Sir, 
be affured, that no endeavour of mine 
fliall ht wanting to inftill and en* 
courage fuch fentiments, and to cf- ' 
feftuate what you arc pleafed to re* 
commend. I am, &c. 

Horatio Sharps, 



Governor Bernard* s Letter to the Earl 

ofShelBurne. 

[Received December 29.] 

Boflon, November 14, 1766. 
My Lord, 
By my letter, dated July i^, I in- 
formed your lordfhip, that if there 
ihould be any opening for me to 
expedl that the hcoife would a£l in the 
bufmefs of the compenfation, in a 
different manner from what they had 
done, I Ihould not fail to avail myfelf 
of it. I am, therefore, now to inform 
your lordftiip of the fecond trial I 
have made- for getting this bufineft 
done, with the event of it, and, ia 
order to explain thefe proceedings 
more fully, I muft beg leave to de- 
lineate to your lordfliip the real dif- 
ficulties which have prevented this 
bufinefs being done, as they appear 
very little in the journal of the houfe, 
and pains have been taken that they 
ihould not appear, although they are 
notorioys 
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notorious to every perfon in the pro- 
vince who thinks upon the fubjeft. 
'The riotous proceedings at Bofton 
were generally abhorred by the bell 
men in the province, and by much 
the greater part of the common peo- 
ple, and therefore when a compen- 
fiition to the fufFerers was firft talked 
.cf, it was the general opinion that it 
dUght to be made, but that it was 
due from the town of Bofton only, and 
not from the province in general. 
This opinion was very prevalent when 
Mr. Secretary Conway's letter, dated 
3 ift of March arrived here on the laft 
day of May ; and this was the reafon 
why the members for Bofton, contrary 
tp the real intereft of the town, de- 
termined to oppofe the making a 
compenfation even out of the treafury. 
In which way, if they had at that time 
with their party joined the friends of 
government^ it might have been done 
-^But theywree apprehenfive that if the 
money was ordered to be p^id out of tlie 
treafury, it would be then moved that 
it ihould be charged upon the town of 
^ofton, which, as the tax-bill was to 
be paffed at that time, might have been 
done wilji the dafh of a pen — They 
therefore refolving to oppofe the 
. gi*anting th6 compenfation that fef- 
iion, turned the whole builnefs into 
evafions and fubterfuges, tp give pre- 
tended reafonsfornot complyipig, tlieir 
and to conceal the true one. — The rea- 
fons given, were, iirft, that it was a 
bufineis of too much importance to 
tranfaft .without confulting their con- 
ftituents ; fecondly, that the fuiferers 
had not applied tp them in a par- 
liamentary way, that is, .by petitipn- 
ing the houfe. 

It was not long before they received 
repeated advices, that the general 
opinion in England was, that the 
honor of parliament was engaged to* 
fee the compenfation made, and they 
' would certainly take it up where the 
provincial aftembly rcfufed it. And 
it was very obvious, that the par- 
liament might inforce the payment of 



a film of mone)tfrom a fea-port town, 
or from a maritime province, without 
infringing any rule of right laid down 
by the moft fanguine advocate for the 
colonies, or even claimed by them- 
felves in form. The people of Bofton 
therefore began, to be un^afy, that 
this money was not paid — a town 
pieeting was called, and inftrudions 
were given to their members, to ufe 
their utmoft endeavours to get the 
money paid out of the treafury. This 
was a fignal for me to call the af- 
fembly, which I had kept prorogued 
by ftiort intervals, in order to take 
hold of the iirft fair opportunity that 
offered, and I accordingly gave notice 
that the affembly would meet at the 
time it was then prorogued to. 

In the mean time, one of the pre- 
tences which had been made ufe of the 
laft feftion, to excufe the granting the 
compenfation, had an effe£l contrary 
to wnat was expeAed, or at leaft not 
forefeen. As the ncceflity of con- 
fulting their conftituents h^ been 
made the pretence for ^oftponing the 
buiinefs, the members in general 
found themfelves obliged adually to 
confult their conftituents in form, 
which they would not have done other- 
wife. This produced a nu^iber of in- 
ftrudtions againft paying the money out 
of the treafury, whieh prevailed very 
niuch among. ,the reprefenfa^ives of 
towns, diftinguiihed for their attach- 
ment to government, many of wliich 
were fo politive againft paying the 
money out of the treafury, that many 
members ftaid away to avoid ap- 
pearing againft government, and 
others were obligei to come fettered 
with inftrudlions to a6t againft it. 
Among thefe people, the gea.eral rea- 
foning was, that as it was notorious 
that the difturbances arofe entirely 
within the town of Bofton, it wa& 
not only unjuft that the whole pipvincc 
fhould be charged with the damages 
done by them, but if they were to 
confent to the payment out of the 
treafury, they fli9ul4 thereby acknow- 
ledge 
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ledgft t6efiiftIV<» to be paitftkds of whtcR the qoeftiottiVafi pat in diillrenfc 
profeeedifigs^of Which they hftd all- forms two of three ftvcral times, and 



ways expreded their dftteftation and 
abhorrence. This was urged pglrti- 
cnlarfy at the meeting at Salem, the 
fecojjd town in the province, und al- 
v/ays noted for its attachment to gb- 
vemment, which, however, its ihem- 
beirs ^efe not atllowed to fnpport upon 
this occafion only. 

Upon the meeting of the aflemblV, 
I determined to fay nothing that could 
poffibly be p<irvcrted, and in general 
to avoid interfering with the houfe in 
any manner : I accordingly made the 
ipeech which I herewith inclofe, in 
All confidence that it could not re- 
ceive a rude ahfwer. I was foon in- 
formed, that a majority of the houfe 
had inftruftions againft granting the 
compenfation out of th6 treafury, the 
only method that could be proposed 
with any profped of fuccefs. The 
grant was ftrongly urged by the mem 



loft by no great majority, this ex- 
pedient was hit upon : That they 
ihould bring in a bill for compenfating 
the fufferers, in which the fums ihould 
be afcertaincd (the mifreport of which 
was fuppofed to have hurt the caufe), 
and alfo for indemnifying the rioters, 
and that the' bill fliould be printed for 
the confideration of the conlHtuents, 
and the governor ihould be deftfed t6 
grant a rccefs for that purpofe— This 
paired with little or no oppoiition, and' 
a bill was accordingly brought in and 
priAtfed, and a meiTage was fent td 
me accordingly^Two hours after thi^ 
I received your lofdihip's letter : 1 im- 
mediately communicated it to both 
houfes, and gave the houfe of repre- 
fentatives time to coniider of it, which 
was*only fpent in fruitlefs altercations, 
without any attempt torefume the bii- 
iinefs : I therefore adjourned the ge- 



bers for Boflon, in which thev were ^ neral court for three weeks, being the 
fupported by fome of the ableft friend* earliefl day I could appoint. — I inclofe 
of government, and oppoicd by only copies of the meilage to me, and my 

ipeech upon the adjournment. 

After the adjournment had paiTed^ 
and bdbre I had left the chair, it wsts 
obferved in . the council, that riio' 
houfe had not ordered your lordihip's 
letter to be printed, as it is ufual to 
do in cafes where iuch publication is 
like to facilitate the bufinefs recom- 
mended. It was therefore moved^ 
that the governor be deiired to order 
the letter to be printed, ^s it woul4 
tend very much to concifiate the 
minds of the people to the compenif 
fa Hon, and to remove the ill-humour 
prevailing amon^ them. This having 
the unanimous voice of the council, ,1" 
aiTented to, being fully of the fame 
opinion. I mult beg your lordihipf 
wHl let the occaiion apologize for my 
they did againi! it in the kft, but ^taking this liberty, if there ihould be 



one mart of ability, who in that in 
ftance icemed to fee infatuated. The 
argument was entirely on the iide of 
the compenfation, and was much af- 
filed by the examination of fome gen- 
tlemen from England, to ihew the af- 
furances which had been given by the 
friends of the colonies, that this com- 
penfation would be chearfully made, 
and the almoft certain probabilit}^ that 
the parliament would hot acquieice in 
the refufal of it, but the bad weight 
of the inllrudlions could not be got 
over, although there was a general 
conviftion throughout the houfe, that 
the compenfation ought to be made. 
I muft again repeat, that the Bofton 
members exerted themfelves for the 
quell ion in this feiTion, as much as 



they were defeated by their former 
machinations, otherwife I believe it 
would nave 'been carried without 4 
divifion. 
After a littga:tion of a fortnight, in 



an impropriety in it, which at prefent 
I do not fee, as thcfe kind of pubr 
lications are not uncommon in this 
government. I am, &c. 

FHAMCIS BERNAHiy* 

0.2 ne 
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Tie Spifch of tie Gowmfr of Majfa^ 
thuJetiU B^, O&oher ^9, 1766— 
The Anfimer of the Houfe^ Nov, 12 
'•^Tbe Speech of the Governor^ Nov. 
13 — In his Letter of the 14/I& ofNo- 
*vmher, 1766. 
His Excellency^s Speech to both Uoufes of 
AJfembly at the opening of the Seffion, 
Gentlemen of the Council^ and Gentle- 
men oftheHoufe of Reprefentatives. 
I have thought proper to call y<oa 
together, that you may have an op^ 
fortunity to give a pofitive anfwer to 
whjit I recommended to you by order 
of his Majefty laft fcffion, as it will be 
rxpefted of me that it will bo reported 
to his Majefty l^efore the opening of 
the buiinefs of the next year, and I 
heartily wifh that it may be fuch as 
will anfwer the expectations and de*. 
fires of your friends in Great-Britain. 
For my own part, I ihall,' upon this 
occafion, as upon ^11 others, make 
the beft ufe of the means you ihall put 
in my -^ hands, XQ promote the honor 
and reputation of the province. 

As you are Called together for this 
buiinefs pn}.y, when it is finiihed, I 
fttalj have no Qbje^ion to your return- 
ing home* until th^ ufual tiiji^ of 
opening the winter feffipn, 
Council-Chamber * jF'|l^ Berh^arji. 

The following is an aniwey of the 
Honourable Houfe of Reprefentatives 
tp his Excellency .the .Governor's 
^0ejph at th^ opening of the feifion, 
; Mfiy it pkafeyonr Excellency, 

Yom' fpeech to both houfes at the 
tfi^mxi% of the preient feifipn, has 
l^e^m repeatedly under the mofl: de- 
^berajte eonjidej-aticm of the houfe of 
xjpprcfentativps. 

It was iii4eed. Sir, with great re- 
luCbmce, that the houfe found them- 
felves .uiider the neceflity of paving 
recourfe to your former fpeeeh and 
ineifage upon this occaiion, but as 
you are pleafed to refer us to thejn, 
without faying a^y thing to qualify 
them, the houfe cannot h^lp ob- 
fttsivigi that the n^anner in which 



your Excellency has repeatedly pit^ 
pofed a compenfation to the fufierers, 
has been derogatory to the honor of 
the houfe, and in breach of the pri- 
vileges thereof: — 'that the terms yon 
liave made ufe of, have been ef- 
fentially different from thofe didated 
to you by his Majefty's exprefs com- 
mand, figni|ied in a leUer from his 
fecretary of ftate— that they tended to 
weaken the inherent ancontrpulable 
right of the people to difpofe of their 
own money to fuch purpofes as they 
fhall judge expedient, and to no 
other: and that under thefe appre- 
henfions, it is not improbable fome of 
the towns may have framed their 
inftru&ions to their reprefe^itatives 
againA a compenfation out of the 
public treafury. 

The houfe, however, with the moft 
dutiful an^ profound refpedt, have at- 
tended to his Majefty's moft gracious 
and mild recommendation, and ob-^ 
ferve, that it is his pious and bene- 
volent intention, that not only z, 
compenfation ihould be made to the 
fufterers ;n the late times, but alfo 
that a veil be drawn over every dif- 
graceful fc^ne^ and to forgive, and 
even to forget the undutiful behaviour 
of any of his fubje6b in thofe un- 
happy times* 

Confirmed in the opinion that an 
in^epinification of the o^enders Is of 
equal importance and neceflity with 
ttie making compenfation to the fuf- 
ferers, ajid being ever ready with the 
utmoft chearfulnefs, to unite their en- 
deavours, in promoting the wife and 
moft gracious purpofes of their right- 
ful fovereign, in conformity to the 
fpirit of Mr. Secretary Conway's let- 
ter, the houfe have framed a bill, in- 
titled, " An Ad for granting Com- 
penfation %o the Sufferers, and ge- 
neral Pardon, Indemnity and Ob- 
livion, to the Offenders in the late 
Times." 

This byi they haye ordere4 to bp 

publifhed for the conlideration of the 

^veral towns, ai^d humbly pray yoar 

Excellency 
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Ixcellency would pleafe to gjvc 
^)iem a recefs for that purpofe. 

His Excellency the Governor's 
fpeech at the adjournment of the 
court, Nofv, 13, 1766 

Gentlemen of the Hcufe of Repre- 

fentatives. 
In the letter of the Earl of Shel- 
burne, which I laid before you, you 
have a fecond tcftimony from another 
of his Majefty's fecreta^ies of ftate, of 
the tendemefs and afTedlion towards 
the people under my jgov^rnmejit, 
with which I have conduced myfelf 
during the late difputes, and there- 
fore, I ihall make no other anfwer te> 
the ungenerous infin nations. in your 
melTage of yefterday, than by re^ 
ferring to your own Journals, from, 
whence it will evidently appear, that 
it is ffom amoijg yourfelveg, and not 
from ijie, that the difficulties which 
have prevented your making a com- 
penfation to the fufferers have arofe. 

I am very forry that you have not, 
already complied with what has been 
recommended to you, but it is fome 
fatisfadtign to ^e, that you have laid 
a foundation for CQmpIeating this bu- 
£neis, which I hope will not fail of 
fuccefs . The importance of the affair, 
and the hafly approach of the new 
year, will not allow the lofs of a day 
which can be fayed, and therefore I 
fhall make the recefs which you defire 
as ihort 4s poffible ; and that you 
may do the bufinefs with as much 
credit to yourfelves as may be, I (hall 
continue the feffion until you can cqnie 
to a final determination, 
Council'Chapiber, Fra^ Bernard, 

Copy of a Bill for graniin^ Com- 
penfatipn to the SuffererSy ^^* — /« 
Governor Bernards of the 14/^ of 
No'utfnBer, 176$, 

The fbllowihg bill now depeyiding in 
the Houfe of Reprieientatives, is 
publifticd by their Orders, for the 
confideratipn of th^ ieveral towns 
ji^ this province. 
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A bill intitled, " An Aa fiw 
granting Compenfation to the Suf- 
fcjrers, and of free and general Pardon, 
Iildemnity ajid Qblivioa to the Of- 
fenders in the late Times." 

Whereas thp King's moft Excellent 
Majefty taking into his gracious an4 
ferious confideration, the troubles, 
difcords, infurreftions, tumults, and 
riots which have lately happened in 
America, and that divers of his fub- 
jeOs have thereby fuffered greatly in 
their property, and others by occafion 
thereof, and otherwife, have fallen 
into, and are obnoxious to great 
paina^ and; penalties, out of a hearty 
and pious defire that fuch fufferers be 
compenfated, and to put an end to 
all fuits, controverfies and profe- 
cutions, that by occafion of the late 
diftradions have arjfen, or may arife 
between any of his Majefty's fubjcas, 
and to the intent that a veil be drawn 
over the late unhappy exceflcs, has 
been pleafed gracioufly to fignify his 
defire to forgive and forget them, at 
the fanie time of his abundant cle- 
mency, recommending a compen,- 
fation to the fufferers in their pro- 
perty, with fuch a condud in ge- 
neral, as ihall be at this great crtfis 
the beft means of fixing the mutual in- 
tcreft and inclination of Great Britain 
and her colonies, on the moft firm 
and folid foundation. 

From a grateful fenfe of his Ma- 
jefty's grace and clemency, in order 
to promote internal peace and fafety, 
to niake compenfation to the faid fuf- 
ferers, and si^ a naeans, fo far as in 
our power, of demonftrating to all the 
world, our fenfe of the happinefs we 
enjoy, in being a part of the Britifli 
empire^ and ijititled to the rights, 
liberties, and privileges of Britifli fub- 
jefts, we his Majefty's moft dutiful 
and loyal fubjefts, the reprefentatives 
of the commons in this province, in 
the great and general court affembled, 
of cur free and good will, have re- 
folvedto giv^ and grant, and pray 
tljat it be enaftpd, 

And 
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. And be ft acciorditigl/ oiadi^d^ by 
the Gofvernor^ cooneiT, and houfe of 
leprefentatives, that there be granted 
aad paid oat of the public treaircrry of 
this province, to the Hon. Th6mas 
Hntcjiinibn, Efq; the fumof jf.3194. 
17/- 6df. 

To the? Hon. Andrew Oliver, Efq; 
Acfiimofjf.iyjj 4^. 

To Benjamin Hallowell, jitti. Efq; 
^ Aim ofj^.5S5 6f. lod. 

To Winiam Story, 6fq; the fam of 
jf .67 8j» lod, in fall compenfetipn for 
their lof^ and fu0erings in the late 
times? of confofion . 

And be it furthel? enafted, that all 
liols and unlawful afibmblies, C6\m^ 
ceHed^ comifiatided, a^ed, done^ or 
madr within this province between 
dtt ift day of Aagu#, 1765, a-nd the 
ift day of May,' 1766; and all bur- 
g^anesy fetonies, and bf€?aches of the 
peaee whatfbcver, comrflitted in, by^ 
or daring foch riots,- roots, Jlnd uft- 
lawfof aifemblies, be, and hereby are 
pafdoned^ releafed, indemiwfied, dif- 
diatgect, and put in utter oMivion^ 
and that all and every the j5erfbn or 
pcf^s^ a^li'ng, advi^g, affifting, 
abetting and counfelling, the fame 
be, and are hereby pa-rdoned, re- 
loded, acqmtted, indemnified and 
diiciiarged from the fame, and of, 
and from all pains of death, and 
other pains, judgments, indiftments, 
convictions, penalties and forfeitures, 
theretofore had or given, or that might 
aome for the fame, arid that all 
fnchindiftments, convi^ons and for- 
feitares, are hereby declared null and 
▼ord. 

And be it further eriafled, that any 
psribn indidled or prefented, or in 
any manitcr profecuted, or that fliall 
or may be hereafter indifted, prefent- 
ed, or in any manner profecuted, for 
any of the offences by this a6l pardon- 
ed, may plead the general ilTue, and 
give this a6i'in evidence, which Ihall 
be fuffi'cient to acquit him. 

Provided that nothing in this a6l. 
contained, fhall extend to the par- 
doniiig, or give any benefit whatever 



to aay fterfon who is, or may be un- 
lawfully poiTe^d of any g6ods of 
chattels, taken or flolen from any 
perfon,* unlefsf the pofleflbr fhall, 
within thirty days after the publication 
of this aft, have fmrefidered and de- 
livered tfieni up to the owner. 

Provided alio, that nbthihg in this 
aft fhall extend to the barring any 
civil aftion of trefpafs for damages 
fuflained by any perfon, not com- 
penfated by this aft. 

^xfraa 6f a tetter from Governor 
. Ward to tf>e Earl of ^elhurne. 
[Recei'Oed yanuary 21, 1767.] 
'Newport, Rhode-IJland, NcPu. 6, 17^66, 
The military ftores and provilions 
furnifhed by the colonies irt the year 
1756 for the provincial troops, were 
by dirwftiQnsfrom the Earl of Loudon, 
commander in chief of his itfajelty's 
forces' in North- America, talced into, 
the King^^ iftaigasiines, and the co- 
lonies were, D'fi thd behalf of the 
prown, promifed payment for them. 
The other colonies, upon prefenting 
their accounts, received the money 
accordingly ; but this colony unhap- 
-pily negiefting to tranfmit their ac- 
counts (amounting to ^.42 1' I 19^.7^.) 
in feafon, an objeftion arOfe when 
they were pi^efented;, to the payment of 
them, and they were referred" to the 
then fecretaiy at war and pay-mal!er 
general, who propofed a deduftion of 
£. 1 209 1 4^. -- Thi^s the matter relied 
for feveral years, when the agent for 
this colony was introduced to renew 
his application for payment of thofe 
accounts ; upon which, they were 
again referred to the fe.cretary at war 
and the pay-mailer in general, vrho 
after fomie further deduftion, reported 
" that there was due and payable to 
the colony, ^.2672 i8j. ii^/.V which 
fum the colony tK^tCicd the agent 
would foon have received, but'in his 
lafl letter he informs me, that upon 
applicatioti for the money, he re- 
ceived a poiitive anfwer from the lords 
of the treafury, " That as a rcquifition 

was 
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^as gome from the crown ^o the colony, 
the treaCury-board thought fit to fuf- 
pchd the payment of the money, until 
an anfwer came from the colony re- 
lating to that requisition." The ge- 
neral afTembly, upon receipt of this 
letter, requefted me to lay the matter 
before his Majefty's principal fecretary 
of ftate for this department, and I 
have accordingly given yo.ur lor^ihip 
this (hort account of the affair. 

I beg leave to obferve to yoi;u* lord- 
fliip, that this colony really paid the 
whole fum charged for the feveral ar- 
ticles in their accounts, fo that if the 
fum reported to be due be paid, they 
will fuffer an adual lofs of upwards of 
1 500 pounds, befides the damage they 
have fuJiained, by being kept out of 
the money ten years— in terell for 
which, they have paid ever fmce at 
the rate of ten per cent* per annum* 

This colony, my lord, furrounded 
on all iides by the MafTachufet's-Bay, 
Connecticut, and the fea, and not 
expofed to the atta^cks of the enemy 
upon this continent, were animated 
folely by a zeal for his Majefty's 
fervice, and the honour and dignity 
of his crown, to exel^themfelves in 
the common caufe of Biitain and 
America, in fuch a manner as. to 
merit and receive the approbation of 
his Majefty's Miniilers and Generals, 
and fo far beyond their ability, that 
they are now adually involved in a 
mo^ heavy debt, for which, by reafon 
of the fcarcity of money, they have 
been, and for years to come, will be ob- 
liged to pay a veiy high interefl. From 
thefe coniidefations, the detention of 
the balance reported to be due, occa- 
fions great uneafmefs, andisconfidered 
as a peculiar hardftiip by his Majefty^s 
loyal fubje6t5 in this colony — The 
more efpecially, as all the other co- 
lonies have long> fince received the 
monies due to them upon the fame 
account-, 

I mufl alfo beg leave to fubmit to 
your lordfhip, whether this fufpeniion 
of payment may no; be confidered 
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i-atiicr as a mode of jcoijipetting the 
colony tp grant monies to the perfons 
who have iiiffered, than as a recom^ 
mendation of the fufferers, wiiether it 
will not have a roanifeft tendency to 
difcourage the colonies from exerting 
themfelves in the fame vigorous man- 
ner for his Ma>efty's fervice for tiie 
future, and whether, confidering his 
Majefty's inviolable and tender regard 
for the rights and privileges of ail his 
fubjeds, a meafurc fo coercive can be 
fuj)ppied agreeable to his royal in- 
tentions, 

I am alfo, at the requeft of the g«. 
neral afiembly, to affure your lord- 
Ihip, that the opinion that the riotc« 
in this colony were countenanced in 
their depredations by any perfon of 
note or confequence, is io far as the 
members of the affembly have any 
knowledge or information thereof, 
entirely groandlefs, and th^t when 
the fufferers fhaU make a proper ap- 
plication to the affembJy, they will 
confider the fame, and ^o them all 
the juftice the nature of their cafes 
fliall require. 

Extraa of a Letter from Sir Henry 
Mocre to the Earl of Shelburne. 
[Recd^ued February 4,, lySy,] 

Ne^-Tork, Dee, 19, 1766. 
*' The letter which I had the honour 
of receiving from your lordfliip, dated 
the 9th of Auguff, was laid before 
the houfe of affembly the 17th of laft 
month, accompanied by a mcffage. 

" Yefterday the inclofed addrefs 
was prefented to me in anfwer to mv 
mcffage.'^ • 

Copy of Governor Sir Henry Moore's 
Meffage to the General Affembly of 
Ne^^Tork — In his Letter of the loth 
of December, 1766. 

Nov, 17, 1766. 

Gintlenuin of the General Affembly , 

In confequence of a report made to 

the Lords Commiffipners for Trade and 

Plantations, of the aft paffed in the 

laft feffions of affembly, for providing 

barracks. 
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barracks, fadi &cv. for his Mdjcfty's 
tioops quartered in this city, and my 
letter to the fecrctary of ftate on the 
fame occafion, I have had the horioar 
cf the following letter from the Earl 
of Shclbume. 

[Here follows hii Lotdjhip^s Letttr of 
iU(^hofAuguft, iy%6-/iep. 92.] 

I flatter my felf, that on a duecon- 
fideration of this letter, no difficulties 
can poffibly arife, or the leaft objeAion 
be made to the provifion for the troopsi 
as required by the att of parliament. 

Fort George, H. Moore. 

iVJw, 17, 1766. 

Jddrefs of the General AJfemhly ofNi'W-^ 
Tori to Sir Henry Mcdre — In his 
Letter of December 19,1 766 . 
To his Excellency Sir Henry Moore, Bart. 
Captain-General and Governor in 
Chief in and over the Coldny of 
Nenjti'Torky and the Territories de- 
pending thereon in America, Chan-- 
cellor and Vice Admiral of the fame. 
The humble Addrejs of the General Af 
fembly of the f aid Colony. ^ 

May it pleafe your Excellency, 
We his Majefty's moft dutiful and 
loyal fubjefis, the general aflembly of 
the colony ofNew*York, have taken 
your Excellency's meiTageof the 17th 
of November laft into oar moft ferious 
confideration, and b2g leave to afTure 
your Excellency, that nothing would 
give us ig^reater pleafure, than to find 
It in our power to comply with every 
requifition, tending in any manner to 
promote his Majefty's fervice--It is, 
therefore, with great concern, that 
we find, it impofilble to comply with 
what is now demanded, confiftent 
with our obligations to our confti- 
tuents. We fliall always be ready to 
give the aroplell teftimony of our 
loyalty to his Majefty, and fubmiflion 
to his governmeat, from which we 
humbly conceive we do not deviate, 
when we fhew a regard to the interefts 
of his faithful fubjeds in this colony, 
abfolutely neceflary for' their pre- 
fervatipn. 



We Hope ie will be coniidcred, that 
we are chofen to make fiich a pro- 
vifion for the (upport of his Majelly's 
government in tnis colony (as well as 
for other important purpofes) as is 
moft fuitable to thd circumftaaccs of 
the people we reprefent^ and that we 
Ihould be guilty of a breach of that 
moft facred trutt, if we fhould load 
them with burthens they arcr inca- 
pable of lupporting. 

In the provifion we iriade laft fefiron 
for quartering twd battalions and one 
company of artillery, we loaded our- 
felves with a burthen much greater 
than any of the neighbouring govern- 
ments lie under for that fervice, and 
imagined, that far from being cen- 
fured on that account,- it would be 
accepted as a new inftance of that 
loyalty and afFeftion to his M^fty's 
government, of which this colony ha^ 
exhibited fo many proofs. 

We beg leave further to reprefent to 
your Excellency, that by the aft of 
parliament, it appears to be the in- 
tention of the legiflature, to provide 
for the quartering foldiers orfly on a 
march : — But according to the con- 
ftru6i.ion put on it here, it is required 
that all the forces which fhall at any 
time enter this colony, fhall be quar- 
tered, during the whole year, in a 
very unufual and expenfive manner— 
That l^y the marching feveral regi- 
ments into- this colony, this expence 
would become ruinous and unfup- 
portable, and therefore we cannot, 
confiftent with our duty to our con- 
ftituents, put it in the power of any 
perfon (whatfoever confidence we may 
have in his prudence and integrity) to 
lay fuch a burthen On them. 

We Ihould be very fbrry to differ 
with your Excellency cm this, or any 
other political fubjeft, and therefore 
it is proper to oiFer the/e matters to 
your confideration, in hopes that they 
will be fufficient to demonftrate, that 
the obje<aions againft making the pro- 
vifion required, are of a nature the 

moil 
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meft ierlous and weighty imaginable^ 
and therefore we humbly intreat your 
Excellency to fet our conduct in the 
moil favourable, that is, in its true 
light, by repreienting that our non- 
compliance on this occaiion proceeds 
intircly from a juft fenfe of what our 
duty requires. By order of the Ge- 
neral Affembly. 

AJfemhly-Chambtr, W. Nic©ll, Sp^ 
December 15, 1766. 

ExtraSl of a Letter from Governor 
Franklin to the Earl of Sbelburne. 
\Recei*ve J February ^y l^(>^^^ . 

Burlington t Nm/j-Jerfey^ 
December 18, 1766. 
I ihould mention, however, that in 
the ** aft for fupplying the feveral 
barracks erefted m this colony, with 
furniture and other necefiaries for ac- 
commodating the King's troops, in 
or marching through this colony," 
they have, inftead of fpecifying the 
' feveral articles required to be furnifhed 
by the aft of parliament, empowered 
the barrack mailers to provide ** fire- 
wood, bedding, blankets, and fuch 
other neceffaries, as have been here- 
tofore ufually furnifhed to the feveral 
barracks within this colony." I did 
all I could to prevail on them to 
infert the very .words of the aft of 
parliament, and to impower the bar- 
lack-mailers to fiimifh, at the expence 
of the province, the iame articles as 
were therein required : — But it was to 
no purpofe ; they faid they had al- 
ways furnifhed every thing which was 
ncccflary - that the officers and fol- 
dfers who had been quartered here, 
never complained, but, on the con- 
trary, many of them acknowledged 
they were better accommodated here 
than they had ever been at barracks 
in Europe; they added, that they 
looked upon the aft of parliament for 
quartering foldiers in America, to be 
virtually as much an aft for laying 
taxes on the inhabitants as tlie flamp- 
^^, and that it was more partial, as 
jhc troops were kept in a few of the 
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colonies, whereby others Were ear* 
empted from contributing any thing 
towards the expence. I was therefore 
obliged to take the ad| as it was ten- . 
dered, or to let his ?Hajefty's troops 
remain unprovided with necefrarics— 
I have, however, ihe pleafure of 
finding the regiment flationed in this 
province perfeftly fati^ed with their 
quarters — No complaihts whatever 
have been made to me, and, I believe 
there are but few, if any articles of 
confequence, required by the aft of 
parliament, but what they are fiir* 
nifhed with here. 



Copy of an Aa paffed in New-Jcrfey, 
appointing CommiJ/ioners for fupplying 
tie feveral Barracks ereSed in this 
Colof^^ witb Furniture and other 
Neceffaries for accommodating the 
King's Troops, in or marching through 
that Colony, ^c.-^In Gov. Frank* 
lin's Letteir of the iSth of December, 
1766. 
^' An Aft, appointing Commiffioners 
for fupplying the feveral Barracks 
crefted in this Colony, with Fur- 
niture and other Neceffaries for ac- 
commodating the King's Troops, 
in pr marching through this Co- 
lony, and for defraying other in^. 
cidental Charges." 
^ I. Whereas by an aft of the le- 
giflature of this colony, paffed in the 
fifth year of his prefent Majefly's 
reign, certain commiflioners therein 
named, were impowcred and required 
to fell all the pcrifhable furniture be- 
longing to the feveral barracks in this, 
colony, and as it is requifite that the 
faid barracks fhould be provided with 
blankets, beds, and other necelTaries 
for the reception of the King's troops, 
as may occafionally march through 
this colony ; Therefore 

II. Be it enafted, by the Governor, 
Council, and General AiFembly ; and 
it is hereby enafted by the authority 
of the fame, that Daniel Ellis, Jofeph 
Hollingfhead, Abraham Hunt, Alex- 
ander Chambers, Hendrick Fifher, 
R Reubea 
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Reuhcii Runyon, Samuel Sarjant, 
Thomas Skinner, Robert Ogden, and 

i^n Blanchard, be, Ind they are 
ereby appointed commiffioners for 
djic fevcral barracks in this colony, 
that 18 to fay. Daniel Ellis and Jofeph 
HoUingibeacl for the barracks at Bur- 
lington, Abraham Hunt and Alex- 
ander Chambers for the barracks at 
Irenton, Hendrick Filher and Reu- 
ben Runyon, for the barracks at 
New Brunfwick, Samuel Sarjant and 
Thomas Skinner, for the barracks at 
Perth Amboy, Robert Ogden and 
John Blanchard, for the barracks at 
Elizabeth Town. 

III. And be it further ena£led, by 
the authority aforefaid, that it fhall 
and may be lawfiil, for the faid com- 
miffioners, and the fervivors of them, 
at €^cb refpe6Hve place aforefaid, for 
which they are appointed commif- 
fioners as aforefaid, and they and the 
furvivops of them are hereby ira- 
powered to purchafe firewood, bed- 
ding, blanket? , and other ncceffaries, 
as nave been heretofore ufually fur- 
niihed to the feveral barracks within 
this colony, and it fliall, and may be 
lawful for either of the treafurers of 
this colony, to pay to the faid Daniel 
Ellis, Jofeph HoUifigftead, Abraham 
Hunt, Alexander Chambers, Hen- 
drick Fiflier, Reuben Runyon, Sa- 
muel -Sarjant, Thomas Skinner, Ro- 
bert Ogden, ^nd John Blanchard, 
CM* any two of them, fuch fums 
of money as may be wanted for 
the fervice aforefaid, not exceeding 
the fum of one hundred pounds, 
for the ufe of each of the faid 
five barracks in this, colony, out 
of the money made current for the 
fervice of the late war, or now in the 
treafury, and orders with a receipt 
thereon, or receipts ligned by the 
aforefaid commiffioners, or any two 
of them, when produced by the faid 
treafurers, or either of them, to the 
General Affembly, (hall difcharge the 
faid treafurers refpeftively, their heirs, 
executors, and adminiibrators, of, and 



from fo much as they (hall have pai4« 
by virtue of this a^, and the faid 
commiffioners, their heir», executors^ 
and adminiftrators, are hereby made 
accountable to the General Affembly 
of this province, for all fuch fums of 
money as they ihall refpeftively re- 
ceive in purfuance of this aft. 

IV. And beitenafted, by the autho* 
rity aforefaid, that the commiffioners 
aforefaid, and the care of the feveral 
barracks within this colony, (hall be 
under the fame regulations as in, and 
by the aforefaid recited aft, is re-* 
quired and direfted. 

V. And whereas it is reafonable 
that fundry incidental charges of this 
colony fhould be paid ; be it enafted^ 
by the authority aforefaid, that there 
be paid out of the public monies, now 
in the hands of the treafurers of this 
colony, the fums following ; viz. 

To the Hon. John Stevens, Efq; 
two pounds, fev^n fhilliugs, and four- 
pence, for fending anjexprefs into this 
colony to inform the inhabitants of a 
large fum of counterfeit Jerfey bills 
of credit, being arrived in a veffcl 
from England. 

To the perfons who apprehended 
John Johnfon, John Fagan, and John 
Grimes, the fum of thirty pounds, to 
be paid to Benjamin Davids and John 
Robins, and appropriated in manner 
following ; to wit : To Benjamin 
Davids, for his aftivity in taking and 
expences in carrying the felons to 
gaol, the fum of ten pounds : —To 
John .Robins, for his extraordinary 
aftivity, the fum of fix pounds — the 
remainder of faid thirty pounds to be 
paid to the other jperfons concerned in 
fearching for, and fecuring the faid 
felons, in fuch proportion as the faid 
Benjamin Davids and John Robins 
iliall adjudge the fame. 

To Cortland Skinner, Efq; two 
pounds, ten ihillings, for an exprefs 
to New- York during the fitting of 
this feffion. 

To John Allen, late barrack-mafter 

at Irenton^ in fuU of his account, 

, thirty- 
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|Mrty*ninc pounds, feventecn ihil- 
lings, itnd nine-i^nce. 

All which faid feveral fums laft 
flienti^ncd, fh^U be paid to the 
feveral perfons by the treafurcirs of this 
colony, or either of them, on war- 
rants to be produced to them, or 
either of them, fign6d by the Go- 
vernor, or commander in chief for 
the time being, in council, and the 
warrants fo ngned, with indorfe- 
ments thereon, made by the perfons 
to whom the fame fhall rcfpedively 
be made payable, fhall be fufficicrit 
vouchers to difcharge them the faid 
treafurers, or eiiker of them, and 
their, or either of their heirs, exe- 
cutors, and adminiftrators, of, and 
irotn fo much of the faid money. 

June 25, 1766. 

This bill having been three times 

rcsi^ in the Houfc of Rcprefcntatives, 

Refolved that the fame do pafs. By 

order of the houfe. 

Cortland Skinner, Sp^ 

Council-Chamber y June 26, 1 766. 

This bill having been three times 

read in council, — Refolved that the 

fame do pafs. By order of the houfe. 

Pbter Kemble, Sp^ 

Perth Jmboy, June 28, 1766. 

I aflent to this bill, enafting the 

&me, and order it to be inroUed. 

William Franklin. 
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thirty-tfive, and in the Coundl, four- 
teen to one. 

The coniiderable majority in die 
houfe, and the almoft unanimous 
voice of the Council, together with 
the difpatch with which it has been 
carried through both, will, I hope, 
in fome degree, apologize for the 
delay ^d difficulty which this bu- 
finefs has met with heretofore. 

I Ihould not have thought myfelf 
warranted in paffing an a£t of in- 
demnity in a common cafe, without 
ibme previous inftruftion or order for 
that purpofe : But this ad feems to 
me fo conformable to his Majefty*« 
gracious intention, as it has been &g- 
nified to me by your lordfliip, and 
M^. Secretary Conway, that I think 
I can't have miftaken my duty, in 
what I have now . done. However, 
if I have, the confirmation of the aft 
is ftill in his Majefty's hands. 



Extras of a Letter from Governor Ber- 
nard to the Earl of Shelhurne, 
[Received February gy 1767.] 

Boflony becember 6,. 1766. 
I have the honour to inform yOur 
lordfliip, that the aft for making a 
compenfation to the fufFerers by the 
late riots,- pafled the two houfes, and 
received my cotifcnt this day, 'being 
the fourth from their meeting, after 
the adjournment. The aft has re- 
ceived very little alteration from the 
bill which I fent to your lordfliip, 
with my letter of the 14th of No- 
vember. It pafled the Houfe of 
Jlcprefentatives by fifty-two againft 



*Copy of a Letter from Deputy Go'oernot 
Sharpe to the Earl of Shelburne. 
[Received February 13, 1767.] 

Jnnapolis, Maryland, 
Dec. 9, 1766. 
My Lord^ 

The two letters your lordihip was 
pleafed to write to me the 9th of 
Augttft laft, having lately come to 
my hands, I now do myfelf the honor 
to acknowledge my receipt thereof, 
and to aflure your lordfliip, that 
whatever commands your lordfliip 
may at any time communicate to me; 
will be punftually obeyed. In a letted 
I took the liberty to addrefs to Mn 
Secretary Conway laft July, in anfwer 
to his of the 31ft of March, I pro- 
mifed to lay the fame, together with 
the refolves of the Houfe of Com- 
mons therein tranfmitted, before the 
aflembly of this province at their firft 
meeting, which I have fince done, 
and have now the fatisfadion to in- 
form your lordfhip, that upon my 
recommending it to them to take the 
letter and refolves into confideratioij^ 
R 2 ani 
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and chearfblly 

Majefty's requiiition thereby fignified, 
tiiey immediately voted a compen- 
fation to the peribn whofe houfe had 
been polled down by the mob that 
afiembled in the night of the 2d of 
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to comply with his of the addrefs from the General Af. 
fembly of this province, to their Go- 
vernor, upon the fubjeft of your lord- 
ihip's letter to him, concerning the 
quartering of his Majefty's troops, 
according to the fill extent and mean- 



September, 1765, and alfo to another ' ing of the aft of parliament made ia 
__ r._ .1.. 1..J r..ir.„j _ r__^,i t.r. ^^^^ refpeft. Sir Henry Moore will 

have tranfmitted your lordfhip a copy 
of the faid addrefs, and IhaVc the 
honour to inclofe your lordlhip a returft 
of the number of troops quartered in 
the inhabited parts of this" province. 
Lieutenant Colonel Prevoft has 
brought here one hundred and eighty- 
eight recruits frc?n Hamburgh, to 
compleat the t\vo battalions of the 
Royal American regiment, and,- as 
they will not be able to join their re- 
fpedivc battalions till the, fpring, I 
have wrote to the Governor of Con- 
nedlicut, to defire he would provide 
quarters for them in his government 
till the month of April. As the co- 
lony of Connefticut has never ereded 
any barracks in their country for the 
ufe of his Majefty's troops, they muft 
be quartered there on public houfes; 
in the fame msuinei* as in England. I 
have riot yet received the Governor's 
anfwer to this requiiition.'' ^ 



perfon who had fufFered a fmall lois 
at that time, with which compen- 
fation the fufferers are, I underftand, 
entirely fatisfied. I muft alfo, in 
jtiftice ,to the inhabitants of this pro- 
vince in general, affure your lordlhip, 
that fince the repeal of the ftamp-aft 
was notified to them-, they have not 
.'Ihewed the leaft iigns of difcontent, 
nor have murmurings been heard 
amongft them ; but, as far as I can 
judge, their behaviour has manifefted 
the higheft fatisfadlion at the late 
meafures of the Britiih legiilature, 
>vhile their declarations have been 
expreffive of unfeigned loyalty and 
gratitude to our gracious fovereign, 
^nd of the greateft attachment to the 
jhother-country. I am, &c. 

Xxtra^ cf a Letter from Lieutenant-'Go' 
njernor Colden to the Barl of Shel- 
. hume. 

[Recei'ued February. 18, 1 767.] 
NetAj'Torki December 26, i y^Sf 
'* In my. letter to Mr. Secretary 
Conway of the 24th of June, I iur 
formed him, that the aflembly, in 
their feffion in June laft, would not 
recompenie mp for the loiles I fuftaint 
.cd by the mob, the ift of November 
laft year. They have again, in their 
]aft feftions, refufed payment, with 
this reafon annexed^ that I had 
JjroHght them upon ^yfelf by my 
imifcondudl." 



Return of * 
quartered 
racks, in 
York. ■ 



his Majefty's Troops, 
in the Provincial Bar- 
the Province of New- 



£xtra£l of a Letter from Major General 
Gage to the Earl of Shelbume. — With 
.' ^^ty °/^^ Inchfure therein* 

{Recei<ve.d February j8, 1767.] 

January 17, 1767* 

.5^ The packet had failed with the 

pecember mail, before 1 got a fight 
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'€ofy of an A3 to fumijh the Barracks 

in the Cities ofNew-Ttrk and Alhaw^ 

*u)ith Firenuoody Candles^ and the 

Either Necejfaries therein-mentioned, 

f$r his Majefiy's Troops. 

^Recei^ued Gaoler 6, 1766.] 
" An Aft to furnifh the Barracks in 
the Cities of New- York and Al- 
bany with Firewood and Candles, 
and the other Neceffaries there- 
in-mentioned, for his Majefty^ 
Forces." 

Whereas it has been reprefented to 
the General AfTembly, that it is re- 
^uifite for his Majefty's fervicc, pro- 
vifion ihould be made at this time, for 
fumifiiing the barracks in the cities 
of New- York and Albany with fundry 
neceffaries, for the more comfortable 
reception of his Majefiy's troops, that 
now are, or ibon may be quartered 
in the faid barracks, and the Ge- 
neral Affembly bejing willing to make 
prdvifion for the fame, pray that it 
may be enafted; Be it therefore 
*na£led by his Excellency the Go- 
vernor, the Council, and the General 
Affembly. And it is hereby enafted 
by the authority of the fame, that the 
mayor, recorder, and aldermen of the 
cities of New- York and Albany re- 
ipc6lively, or fuch perfon or pcrfons 
as tbey, or the major part of them 
icipcftively (hall appoint, (hall, as 
foon as may be after the publication 
of this aft, furnifh the barracks in the 
iaid cities with the faid neceffaries 
hereafter mentioned; that is to fay, 
f For the officers rooms, each, one 
pair of hand irons, one pair of tongs, 
one fire-fhovel, one table, two chairs, 
and one candleftick, and for every 
officer, feventeen (hillings fterling for 
one year in place of bedding— for 
every room for- non-com miflioned of- 
licers and foldiers, each room to con- 
tain fourteen men, feven cribs, feven 
bed-cafes, feven bolfters to be filled 
with ftraw every three months, four- 
teen blankets, two iron polls, two 
trammels, one pair of tongs, one fire- 
ihovel;, one pair of handrirons, two 
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crofs bars, one hatchet, one iron can- 
dleftick, one table, two benches, and 
one bucket 5 and with fire-wood and 
candles, as follows : — for every room 
for officers, and for every room for 
non-commiffioned officers and private 
men, to contain fourteen men each* 
from the ift of Odober to the 1 ft of 
April, three-eights of a cord of wood 
per week for each room, and for five 
weeks preceding the ift of Oftober, 
and five weeks after the ift of April, 
three- fixteenths of a cord of wood per 
week, and for the fixteen remaining 
weeks, one eighth of a cord of wood 
per week, one pound of candles per 
week for the winter only for cadi 
room, and for the guard-room iii 
winter three candles each night, and 
in fummer two candles eaclv night, c^ 
ten candles to the pound," always 
provided, that the provifion hereliy 
made, doth not exceed the fpace of 
one year, to commence from the pub- 
lication hereof; and that the whole 
number of troops in both cities, doth 
not exceed two battalions of ^ve 
hundred men each, officers included, 
and one company of royal artillery, 
and alfo that no rooms be fupplied 
with fire-wood and candles, or other 
neceffaries furnifhed either for ofiicers 
or men, but for fuch as adually refide 
in the barracks, in either of the cities 
of -New- York and Albany, And 
that the faid mayor, recorder, and 
aldermen of the faid cities, or the 
major part of them refpedlively, may 
be enabled to furnifh the feveral ar- 
ticles and things by this ad direfted. 
Be it enaded by the fame authority, 
that the treafurer of this colony, out 
of the monies remaining in his hands, 
by virtue of an ad of the Lieutenant- 
Governor, the Council, and the Ge- 
neral Affembly, paffed the twentieth 
day of March, one thoufand, feven 
hundred, and fixty-two, intided, 
" An Aft, direfting the Treafurer of 
this Colony to pay the Commander 
in Chief of all his Majefty's Forces in 
North-America, the Sum of Four 
Thoufand/ 
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Tbonikml, Seven Hundred and Nine- 
ly-Pounds for his Majefty's Service, 
to^ be repaid wlien his Majefty ihall 
dunk proper" pay unto the mayor, 
lecorder, and aldermen of the faid 
cities of New- York and Albany, or 
tbe major part of them refpedlively, cf 
to their reipe£tive orders, from time 
fto time, fuch Turn and fums of money 
95 Ihall be reqniflte to furnifh the fe- 
▼eial neceiTaries aforefaid, whofe re^ 
f]pcQive receipts fhall be good and fuf- 
Ecent vouchers to the faid treafurer, 
lixr fuch< foms of money as (hall be 
tlierein ipeci£ed» / And be it enabled 
hf the fame authority^ thatnhe mayor, 
SBoojrder, and aldermen, of the cities 
«f New-York and Albany, or the 
najor part of them refpeitively, fhall 
keqpy or caufe to be kept, juil, true, 
and regular accounts of the monies 
bj them refpedlively expended in 
confequence of this a^, and fuch ac- 
C)Oinit& fhall render on« oath, to the 
Governor, the Council, and the Qe- 
iiczal AiTembly, when by them, or 
citiscr of them, thereunto required. 
fwwnmc€ofNem}"York^ July |0, 1766* 

Tkb adl was pafTed by the General 
Aifcmbly of the faid province the 
ajtk day of June, 1766. By the 
Cooncil on the 27th day of the fame 
SMMKthof June ; and on the third day 
€»f Jeiy inilant, was afTeiited to by his 
EMcDcncy the Governor — and the 
fvcceding is a true copy of the ori- 
IpDsi examined by me, 

George Banyan, D. Secretary. 

Cafjt rf ^ Mejfage from the Houfe of 
JUfreJentati'vei to Go'vernor Bernard 
•-^In. Go'vernor Bernard's of the 14/^ 
mmd \%tb of February^ ^1^1 • 
(No. L) 
May it pleafeyour Excellency, 
The Houfe of Reprefentatives beg 
ID be informed i)y your Excellency, 
wiiBtber any provifion has been made 
at the expence of this government^ 
Ibr Ms Majefty's troops lately arrived 
in tbis harbour, and by whom ? And 
alCi^ whether your Excellency has 
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reafon to expeft the afrival of afiy 
more to be quartered in this province. 

- ■ ■ • - * 

Extrmaofn Letter from Go'vernor Ber- 
nard to the Earl of Bhelbitrne. 
[Recei^ved March 10, .1767.] 

Boflon, J)ec. 24, i?66» 
(No. IL) 
It h^ been ufual in this g6vern* 
ment, to reprint fuch ads of parlia- 
ment as extend to Anierica, by order 
of the Governor, with the advice of 
the Council j the ftamp-aft itfelf was 
reprinted by the printer of the go-' 
vcrnmcrit, by fuch order.' Laft fum* 
mer, having received feven a£b of 
parliament paffed the lail feffion rei- 
lating to America, I communicated 
thefe to the Council, and it appear- 
ing that four of them were intereiting 
to this province, the Council advifed 
.that they Ihould be printed by the 
printers of the laws> and it was ac- 
^ordingly ordered. Among thefe a&& 
was the Mutiny A£l, which it (eems 
has given as much umbrage to this 
Aflembly as it has done to that of a 
neighbouring province, though it has 
not yet fo fully fhoived itfelf. In the 
interval of the adjournment of the 
AiTembly, a tranfport, with two com- 
panies of artillery on board, was 
driven'^in here by ftref* of weather; 
the commanding officer applied to me 
for quarters— I laid the bufmefs before 
the Council : The aft of pariiament 
was confulted, and the Council ad- 
vifed me to order the commiiTary t^ 
furnifh them with what they demand* 
ed under the aft. When the .Af* 
fembly met, this n^atter was moved 
in the houfe, and a committee was 
appointed " to prepare a meffage to- 
the Council, to enquire by what au-» 
thority any afts of parliament are re- 
giftered among the laws of this pro- 
vince.'* This meffage was arcording- 
ly fent up by five members, and had 
this queffion at the end of it, " Whe- 
ther they knew of any aft requiring 
the regiftry of ordinances, which this 
legiflature never confented to ?'* The 

next 
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next liibrning the hoafe ient up ano- 
ther meffage to the Council, to en-i 
t[MVtt " Whether the board, or the 
Governor and Council, had made any 
provifion for his . Majefty's troops 
lately arrived in this harbour, and 
how ?" I had before, upon another 
occafion, cautioned the Council againft 
anfwering whilft fitting in their legif- 
lative capacity without me, for what 
they did as la, jprivy council with me, 
and I renewed this caution at this 
time, and added, that application 
ihould be made to me, and to me 
only, for an account of what was 
done in the privy -council. The 
Coancil, therefore, anfwered to both 
the meffages : *• That the orders re- 
lative to thofe matters, were given by 
the Governor with the advice of 
Coancil, and therefore the houfe was 
referred Xo the Governor for the in- 
formation they defired." This an- 
fwcr was voted by the houfe to be 
hot fatisfa^ory, and a committee was 
appointed •' to take the anfwer and 
matter into confideration in the recefs^ 
and to report what is proper to be 
done." 
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Copy of a Mejfage from Goifernor Ber- 
nard to the Houfe of Reprefefitati<ves 
•^In Governor BernarcTs Letters of 
the i^h and \%tb of February^ ^7^7' 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Repre^ 

fentati'ves* 
In anfwer to your meffage of this 
day, I fend you a copy of the minutes 
of Council, by which provifion for 
the artillery company at the Caftle, 
in purfuance of the late a6t of par- 
liament, was made. 

I intended to.lay the matter before 
you, and had given orders for an 
account of the prefent expence to be 
made out for that purpofe, which 
having received iince your meffage 
came to me, I hereby communicate. 
I have received no advice whatever 
of any other troops being to be quar- 
tered in this province, nor have I 
any reafon to expert the arrival of 



fuch, except from common report^ to 
which I gave little credit. 

Copy of a Meffage from the Htmfe of 
Reprefentati'ves to Governor Bernard 
^-In Governor Bernard* s Letters ef 
the I i^h and i %th ofFehruary^ tjCjm 
(No. III.) 
May it pleafeyour Excellewy^ 
In reply to your meffage of the jotk 
df January, the Houfe of Reprefenta*. 
tives beg leave to obferve. That it is 
by virtue of the royal charter alone, 
that the Governor and Council hare 
any authority to iffue money out of the 
treafury, and that only according to 
fuch adls as are, or may be in force 
within the province. This claufe was 
intended to fecure to the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, the privilege of ori- 
ginating, granting, and difpofirig of 
taxes : — But we apprehend it woidd 
be of very little value and importance, 
if it fhould ever become a fettled 
rule, that the Houfe are obliged to 
impofe and levy affeffments, rates and 
taxes, upon the eftates or perfons of 
their conftituents, for the payment rf 
fuch expences as may be incurred bjr 
virtue of an order of the Governor and 
Council, without the knowledge and 
confent of the houfe. Your Excel* 
lency, therefore, in giving orders 
with the advice of the Council, for 
making provifion for the artillery 
companies at the Caftle, afted, in an - 
effential point, contrary to the plain 
intention of the charter of tlie pro- 
vince, wherein the powers of the fc- 
veral branches of the General Af- 
fembly, are declared and limited. If, 
however, there was an urgent necef- 
fity for this procedure in the receft of 
the court, we are very much furprized 
that your Excellency fhould fuffer the 
whole of the laft fefiion of the Ge- 
neral Affembly to pafs over without 
laying this matter before us, and that 
it was again omitted in the prefent 
fefiion, 'till the houfe had waited 
upon your Excellency with their mef- 
fage. It is the juft expedlation of 

this 
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this houfc, founded in the principles 
of the conftitation, to have the earlieft 
notice of a matter of this nafure, and 
we cannot but remonftrate to your 
Excellency, that the omiffion of it 
was in breach of our privilege. 

But may it pleafe your Excel- 
lency, it is ftill more grievous to us, 
to find your Excellency making men- 
tion of a late aft of parliament, in 
purfuance of which, your Excellency 
and the Council have created this ex- 
pence to the province. One great 
grievance, in regard to the ftamp- 
aft, was, that it deprived us of the 
advantage of a fundamental and molt 
cffential part of the Britifh confti- 
tution, the unalienable right of free- 
dom from all taxation, but fuch as 
we fhall voluntarily confent to and 
grant :— while we feel a fenfe of the 
worth and importance of this rights 
we cannot but exprefs a very deep 
concern, that an acl of parliament 
fliould yet be in being, which ap- 
pears to us to be as real a grievance, 
as was that which fo juftly alarmed 
this continent. Your Excellency, 
and the Council, by taking this ftep, 
have unwarrantably and uhconftitu- 
tionally fubjefted the people of this 
province to an expence, without 
giving this houfe an opportunity of 
paffing their judgment upon it, and 
have alfo put it out of our power, by 
an ad of our own, to teftify the fame 
chearfulnefs which this alTembly has 
always Ihewn, in granting to his Ma- 
jelly, of their free accord, fuch aids 
as his Majefty's fervice'has, from 
time to time, required, 

Cofj of a Mejfage from Governor Ber- 
nard to the Houfe of Repre/entati'vest 
, February 17, 1767 — In Governor 
Bernard's Letters of the l^tb and 
\%tb of February, 1767. 
(No. IV.) 

Bofton, Feb, 19. 
Tuefday laft his Excellency was pleaf- 
cd to fend the following Meflage 
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to the Hon. Houfe of Reprefcnta^ 

tivcs ; viz. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Refrt" 
fentati'ves. 

The charges againft me and the 
Council, contained in yoqr mefTage 
of the 4th inftant, have had a full 
€onfidcration ; the refult of which is, 
that the proceedings in making pro- 
vifion for the King's troops latdy ar- 
rived here, appear to be conllitutional 
and warrantable, and are juili£ed not 
only by the ufage of this government, 
but by the authority of the General 
Court itfelf. 

The barracks at the Calllc were 
built by order of the General Court, 
for the reception of the King's troops 
when they fhould arrive here, that 
there might be no occafion for quar-^ 
tering them upon the inhalntants. 
Fuel and candle are neceflary to the 
occupation of barracks — ^without them 
no troops could go in 6r^ ftay there, 
it being an allowance always inci- 
dental to their Jiving in barracks. 
When, therefore, the General Court 
ordered'thefe barracks to be built for 
troops, it muft have been implied, 
that the incidental neceflaries fhould 
be provided for the troops when they 
went into them — otherwife, we moft 
fuppofe that the General Court did 
not intend that the barracks ihould be 
applied to the ufe for which they 
were built. 

The manner of making the pro- 
vifionf and the provifion itfelf, were 
agreeable to the ufage of this go- 
vernment in the like cafes. It con- 
fiftcd of fuel and candle only, which 
are abfolutely neceffary,- and always 
have been allowed in thofe barracks, 
and it did not include feveral articles 
preicribed by the adl of parliament, 
and therefore it was wholly conform- 
able to the ufage of the government 
and the neceffity of the cafe^ but to 
the adl only, as it, coincided with it. 
If there had been no fucli aft, the 
Council would have thought them- 

felvei 
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k\M obliged to have advHc4 die or- 
dering this provifioa, as it wm ne^( 
fary to the life of the baitacks* it 
being their duty, in the reeefi of the 
Gener^ Conrt, to affift me in cariy- 
lAg into executiim, by the ufoal 
mejins, an eftabliihment provided for 
Ihe convenience of the people* 

As to yoor complaint againft me« 
lor not laying tiiis matter before yoti 
during the whole of laft feffion* and 
part of this feCion, I (hatl only ftate 
the k6tt, and kave it there. What 
you call the whole of laft feffioft^ was 
enJy the iix laft days of it, when you 
met after an adjournment* to pafs 
apon the Compenfatbn BilL As 
foon as you had finiflied that boiinefsf 
you defired me to grant you a recefs 
•--I did fo, and told yon at the fame 
time^ that upon that aecoudt^ I had 
poftponed all other boiinefs to- the 
Jiext feffioD. Ab to the part of this 
ieffion, it was not forty-^ieht hbors^ 
and within that time I had g^ven 
erders fOr making out an account of 
the expenc^ of die proviiion in order 
to Jay it before you, and I ateally 
received it within two hoars after I 
had year mefiage* This is she whole 
of what yoo caill an omiffion in breach 
of yorfr privilege*' 
Qmcii'Chamitr. Fra*. BSENAao* 
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Rxtraafrtm ^ Jownals of the Upper 
Houfi of Af^hly — in Gowmvr 
Wright's, (No. IV.) of the 6tb of 
Aprtl^ 1767* 

Georgia, Die Martu, 20^. January , 
1767. 

Mr. Prefident inibrmed the Houfe, 
that he had two Meffages from his 
fixcdleiicy the Governor, figned 
by his Excellency, which he was 
direded to lay before the Houfe, 
and he delivered them in at the 
Table, wheic the fame were read, 
one of which is as follows ; viz. 

** Honourable Gonflmen, 
** It is always with relo^ance, that 

I mention any matter of expence to 

you> bat havins brt^^ roceiveA % 



letter from Q^ptain Phillip?, 4^0 of- 
^cer commanding the detachn^eiit of 
hh Majeiiy's troops in this province^ 
ittclofing me a lift of neceifarie^ allow-t 
ed by the Mutiny a£l to foldi^s in 
America, aod requeuing to know 
where he ii tp Focqre the f^me; it 
is my duty to lay this matter, tqg^ 
ther With 4»e a^ of parliaments before 
y99, ai)d to recommend it to. yopf 
feriotts confideration, and hope yon 
will, as far a^ lies with ypu, enable 
me to comply with the dire^on con« 
tained in the faid a^* 
*^ imvannah, Jam£s WaiQiiT**^ 

Extras of a Letter froiH Captain ltH»^ 
t$$^nt PbilHpf, 

*' I beg your Expell^ncy will be 
pleafed to foipvf^ ^e trouble I give 
you, by incloilng a lift of the ne^ef* 
faries ' allowed to foldi^r§ v^herev^ 
they are -lodged in barrack^ > ^d UH 
treat ypur directions where I a^ m 
procure them f<H- the ga^rifops in yQit$ 
Excellency's province/' 
J Lift of lietpjariei /or the Bofdifrs.»% . 
ike Out-Fofis. 

** Can4Ie3 for the guard and hoi|^i-^ 
tal^wood for the garrl(bn9-*b^dding 
and bedfteads— jpuijf and npeg^r* ^e* 
as ordered by the Mutiny-ai^--:<;QQ]j;-» 
ing utenfils, pots, platters* /ipooof, 
&c. kc. — ai^es to ici^t t^eir wopd* 
and tables aud forms. 

<< (Sigiied) RaiPH Phivi^IJSii 
'rCiar/es-Town, Jffn. $, 1767/' 

'* The command at Au^fta, 911 
officer, a furgepn's mate, and twenty 
privates. 

** The conifiiand at Frederica, a 
.feijeant and ten privates, but at pre- 
fent cmly a icorporal and nine f ri« 
vates." 

" Refolved, Nemine Difen/ientip 
That this houfe will readily and chear^ 
fully concur with the Commons Houfe 
in every mcafure that may be judged 
expedient 10 carry the feveraj raattcrji 
into executiofsi, reeommended by hia 
SxeeUeacy in hi^ &i4 apeffages. 

S "Refolved, 
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«' Refolvcd, That an humble ad- 
drefs be ptefented to his Excellency 
the Governor, acquainting his Ek- 
Cellency with the aforegaiag refo- 
I&tion. 

" Ordered, That Mr. Powell and 
Mr* Johnfon do prefent the faid ad- 
drcfs." 

'"- A true copy, examined and cer- 
tified by C. Watson, C. G. A. 

Cofy of Addrefs. 

Georgia, Jan, 20, 1767. 

To his Excellency James ff^right, Efqy 

Captain-General, and Go'uernor in 

Chief of his Majeftfs Promnce of 

" Georgial 

TheHumhleMdrefs of the Upper Houfe 
of AJfembly, 
May it pleafeyour Excellency, 
' This houfe having taken undw con- 
fideration your Excellency's two mef- 
fages of this day, the one refpefting 
the repairs requifite at Fort Hallifax, 
and. the other relative to fundry ne- 
ceffaries allowed by the late Mutiny- 
iift to foldiers in America, beg leave 
to affute your Excellency, that we 
will 'readily and chearfully concur 
With the Commons Houfe, in every 
meafiire that may be judged expedient 
to cart-y the feveral matters therein re- 
commended, into due execution. 
- By order of the Upper HoUfe, • 
James Habersham, Prefident. 

* Examined with the original, 

C. WATSON, C. G. A. 

Extras of a Utter from Jataes fFright, 
*' Efqi Governor of Georgia, to the 
Earl of Shelhurne, 

[Recei'ved'May 21, 1 767.] 

Sanmnnah, April 6^ 1767. 

• In my letter of the. 5 th 6f January I 
wrote to your lordfhip, that the Af- 
fcihbly begun to do bufinefs on th6 2d 
*of December, and were to meet again 
oh the 13th of January, and that I 
•liad not then obferved any improper 
Mifpofition in *hem :— But, niy Lord, 
*thi8 did not continue to be the cafe, 

for^ on the i6thof January I received 



a letter from Captain Lieutenant Phil:* 
lips, who, by General Gage's order, 
then commanded the detachment of 
his Majefly's Royal American regi- 
ment, doing duty in this province and 
South Carolina, deilring me to let 
him i&now where he was to apply for 
the barrack-neceffaries directed hy the 
Mutiny aft, and on the 20th of Ja- 
nuary I fent a meiTage to the Council 
and AiTembly on that fubjeft, toge- 
ther with the Mutiny ad, it being 
the ufe and cuftom here, to fend a 
meffage to the Council, as well as to 
the AiTembly, in fuch cafes— copies 
of which I now incloie to your lord- 
fhip (No. I.) ; alfo a copy of the ad-» 
drefs of the Council as an Upper 
Houfe, in anfwef to my meiZage of 
the fame date (No. IL) — but the Af- 
fembly delayed fending any anfwer 
for a confiderable time, and finding 
no anfwer came, I fent for two of the 
members, and let them know, that if 
I did hot receive an anfwer forthwith, 
I fhould be obliged to fend a fecond 
menage, in which poffibly I might 
mention (bmething that would not be 
pleaiing, as I had underilood they did 
not intend to comply with the a£i of 
parliament; and that day I was in* 
formed, by direction of the houfe, 
that I might depend on an anfwer ift 
a day, or two, at fartheft, and oa 
the 1 8th of February I received the 
inelofed addrefs. (No. II ) 



Extras of a Letter from Major General 

Gage to the Earl of Shilhurne* 

[Received March 2^*} 

Ne'w-Torif Feb, 20, 1767. 
(No. IV.) 
Your Lordfhip has been informed of 
the arrival of a number of German 
recruits ill this port for the Royal 
American regiment, and of my in- 
tention to quarter them in the colony 
of Conne^itcut, 'till the feafon fhould 
allow them to join their corps.* I 
^rote two letters to Governor Pitkin 
on the fubje£t,of quartering thefe le- 
»cr«its by .the authority of the ad of 
parliament 
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parliament folely, but the Governor 
would do nothing in the affair, 'dll 
authorized^ fo to do by his Provincial 
AiTembly. I have the honor to tranf- 
mi t your Lordfhip copies of faid letters, 
with the Governor's aniwers thereto. 
The men are now quartered in the 
towns, where the Governor told me 
provifion wpuld be ihade for their re- 
ception. 

Copy of a Letter from Governor Pitkin, 
of the Colony of Conne^icut, to Ge^ 
neralGage — In Major General Gage^s 
letters, (No. IV.) of the zoth of 
February, 1767. 

Hartford, Jan. 31, 1767. 
S I R, 
Your letter of the 25 th inftant I re- 
ceived ; notwithftanding your furpHze 
at the delay of his Majefty's fervice, I 
can aflUre your Excellency, that this 
colony have nothing more at hearty 
than to forward his Majefty's ier\'ice, 
and promote his intcreft by every part 
of their conduA. I have now the 
plcafure to inform your Excellency, 
that the needful provifion is made for 
quartering the number of troops'men* 
tioned in your firft letter. 

The towns referred to in your re- 
quifition, have lately been greatly 
burthened with a large number pf Ms 
Majeliy's regular troops, and had «i- 
couragement that for the future they 
fhould be excufed, which induced the 
AfTembly to provide quarters for the. 
faid troops in the towns of New 
Haven, Wallingford, and Brandford 
—am therefore de fired to requefl this 
favour of your Excellency^ if it can 
be without prejudice to his Majefly's 
fervice, otherwiie, provifion is made 
in the towns of Stamford, Nor walk, 
and Fairfield. 

I am further defired to requeft your 
Excellency, that orders be given that 
the foldiers may not carry their arms, 
except when called upon duty, which 
may prevent their: difturbing the peace 
of Ki3 Maje%^' fubjeds, which the 
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people here have fearful apprehenfion^- 
of, from their former experience. 
I am, &c. 
(Signed) Wm. Pitkiu. 

Cofy of a Letter from General Gage f 
Governor Pitkin, of the Colmty of 
ConneSlicut — In Major Gen. Gage's 
Letter (No. IV.) of the zotbofFe^ 
bruary, 1767. ? 

New'Tork, Jem, 2C, 1767, 
SIR, ^ 

Captain Kemble has delivered me 
your letter of the 20th inllant, and I* 
can*t help exprefiing my furprize at 
the contents of it, and the delays 
given to his Maiefty's fervice — I had 
the honor to make application to you 
as the executive part of government^ 
for the due execution of a law in your 
colony, in the fame manner as the 
faid law is daily put in execution by' 
every juftice of the peace, oonfbble, 
headborough,ortythingman, through^ 
out the kiivgdom of England. I 
cannot comprehend that your colony^ 
is aiFedled by my requiiition in any 
ihape, as to expence, there being no 
barracks in the colony, therefore there 
is no expence to be incurred for bed-* 
ding, fuel, utenfils, &c. but the troops 
to be quartered in public houfes, m 
the fame manner as in England ; and • 
as the public hqufes in the places- 
mentioned in my letter of the Sth 
inftant, are mor<:: than fuificient to 
quirter the few troope that are to be 
fent into them, the further provifion 
required by the kw, of fitting up 
out-houfes, barns, &o. in cafe there' 
(hould not be (ufficient room in the 
faid public houfes to quarter the 
troops, is put of the queftion : I 
can't, therefore, fee by what means ' 
the colony is to be iovolved in con- • 
fiderable expences, or that it is necef- 
fary to raife a fingle (hilling on this 
account. The King's fervice requires 
that I fhould be at a certainty in this 
bttfinefs, and I am once more obliged • 
to uouUe you on the (iibjed^ of my 
Si ' irft 
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whether you wifl pyt th^ jpnQjpelr di* 
reflions to ^e iafefior magiftrsitcs to 
cb(»r y^e law, by billeti«(r the ibldiers 
in wh hoafes as are particularly fpe- 
«yaed iti Ihe tuBt of parliaodeat, m^dd 
tad ftfoyided in thi^ rtipe^. 

I iXA, UCr ThO'.^AOB. 

Cfify of a Litter /rtm GnwtMr P^n, 
^ the Cofewjf of CtmntSicut, to Ge* 
nerdGage-^tn Major Gen. Gage's 
iHtfir (Noi IV.) of tU zotk of 
tebrumrji 1767. 

Hartford^ Jan, 20, 1767, 
SIR, 
I received yours of the 8th inflant, 
by Captain Kexi^ble, requefting quar- 
ters for one hundred and thirty-four of 
Us Majefty's troops, in the towns of 
Sumford, Norwalk, and Fairfield, in 
this colony* It would have given me 
pleafure to. have returned an imme^ 
diate anfwcr, but as it was ncceffary 
i^t me to call the Council of this 
ipelony to meet, and advife on the^ 
fubjedl mat^jcr of your Excellency's 
letter, I immediately gave them no- 
tice, but as they live Mattered in the 
variQltis parts of the colony, and the 
feafon being fo extraordi&ary, reur 
defed it impra^cabk to convene 
them 'till this day, which I truft will 
appeaf a fufficient reafon to your Ex- 
cellency for the delay I have been ob- 
liged to give Captain Kemble. I am 
ferry it is not in n^y. power, at this 
time, to give fuch immediate and fpe- . 
cific ordi^rs as your Excellency feemed 
to expert. As the requifition was un- 
exj>e6led, no barracks, or other pro- 
vifions^ are made for quartering folr 
diers heie—A compliance therewith, 
VNwld involve (he colony in confi- 
derable expence, which cannot be 
provided for, otherwife than by their 
reprefentatives in Genei^l A^mibly, 
which makes il nece^ry t6 call the 
fame on this occafion^ I have ac- 
cordingly fent out orders for convening 
^ the A&mbly on ThorifUy the 29th 
iiii^t, which is as foon as th^y pof- 



fiUjr Cift vu^u I fldOl then \Kf tk* 
«liitter btfepe thiekn> liiwL do^bt not 
but they will givt the utmot atteatm 
and di4>aitch the natiKt of tht affair 
will adftiit* I ihall ndt Ail to give 
your E-^cellen^^ the eurliel); notice of 
thtfir condiifioo cheieon. I am, &e, 
(Signed) Wm. Pitki«. 

Cofy of a Letter from General G^tgt tn 
Governor Pitkin^ of the Colony of 
Co^me^kmt — In Major Gen. Gage's 
letter (No. IV.) of the 7.0th of Fe^ 
itUtiry, 1767. 

Nevf'Tork^ J^i, 8, 1767^ 
SIR, 
I have the hohour to acquaint you, 
that a veflel is jud arrived here, with 
one hundred ai^d eighty-eight recruits 
from Germany, for his MajeAy's twQ 
battalions of the Royal American re<r 
giment. A' b0th thefe battalions ars 
U) ^tuated (the one being quartered 
at Quebec, the other garnibning the 
forts in the Upper country) as to 
sender it impradicable for thefe re<r 
cruits to join them this wii^ter, an4 
the quarters in the provinces of Penn- 
fylvania. New Jcrfeys, and ^few^ 
York, being occupied by other corps, 
and two companies of th|^ Royal re* 
giment of Artillery being quartered at 
BoftoQ, I have no choice left but the 
province of Connedicut— i, therefore^ 
fend to you, by Captain Kemble, 
one of my aid de camps, to requeft 
that you will be fo good as to order 
quarters to be provided at Stamford, 
Norwalk, and Fairfield, or which 
you fhail judge beft of thofe towns, 
for two officers, ^nd one hundred and 
thirty-foi^ of his Majefty's troops— 
the other fifty-four being deftined to 
l-ecruit the three companies of the firft 
battalion of, the Royal American re- 
giment Rationed in South-Carolina, 
will be immediately font tliither. I 
Imye no doabt but you will give fudi 
immediate and iipedfick orders upon 
this head, as that this detachment of 
his. Majefty's forces may be fupplied 

with 
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ivith quarters* &c. according to tke 
ad of parliaments 

You will be fo gooiSo return jne 
an anfwer to this requiiition, by Cap<<» 
tain Kemble, acquainting; me of the 
jiumber of naen you think bed; to l;>e 
Severally qu.arte;red in the towns jbe^- 
jPore-mentioned. f am, &c. 

THOMAS Gagjb. 

txtraS of a l»etter from Governor Mevr 
nard to the Earl of Shelhume^ 
[Recfived March ^$.] 
Boftont I Aik fiftd iSth of Fih. 17^7 » 

(No. V.) - 

la my letter (No. It,) I informed 

your lordfhip^ that the houfe hadj at 

the end of laft .fei&bn> taken umb^-^ge 

At the Governor^ with the advice of 

Council, haying ordered proviiion fof 

two companies jof artillery (which 

were d^ve in here), purfuant to a£t 

of parliament, and had. appointed a 

committee thereupon — fo that jthii 

fubjed was to l?e worked up as a 

caufe of liberty. The third day of 

this feffion, the houfe fent me a mef- 

fage, defiring. to know, " Whether 

any proviiion had been made at the 

expenoe of this government, for his 

Majeily's troops lately arrived in this 

harbour, and oy whom ?" To this 

I returned an anfwer, inclojflng a copy 

of the minutes of Council, by which 

fuch provifiop was made, in which ft 

is faid to be in purfuance of the a6l of 

parliament^ I alfo added an account 

of the expencc, which in more than 

two months amounted to ^60 fterling. 

In reply tx) this, they fent me a mefr 

fege, wherein they fay, that.*' I and 

the Council, in making fuch pro- 

vifion, aded unwarrantably and un* 

conftitutionally, and it is tlic more 

grievous to them, for that it is men»- 

tioned to be in purfuance of an a£i of 

parliament, which aft appears to. 

them as real a grievance as the ilamp-; 

ad.'* They alfo fay, ** that my not, 

laying ths matter before them for the 

whole of the lad feffion, and part of, 

this feinon, until they fent their mef- 



Y^fi^f **» »tt ))rcach of tkeir piivi. 



Ih 



ledge," What they call the whole of 
the laft feffion, was only the fix laft 
days, when they met, after an ad- 
jpurnipent, to pafs the Indcmnifi. 
catioji bill, and for no other purpofi 
--after which, {hey defired I would 
difmifs them, aijd I told them in fo 
doing, that I had poflponed all other 
bufmefc to the next feffion, on that 
apcount. The part of this feffion was 
not forty-eight ho^rs, in whkh I had 
given orders for making out an account 
of the expcnce, to be laid before them 
—when they hurried their meifage fo, 
that it came to me two ho^irs before I 
received the account. I niention thii 
only, to ihew upon what trifling pre. 
tence?, a charge of a breach of this 
privilege is formed. 

In the bufinefs itielf, the Governor 
and Council aded ptecifely according 
to the cpnftant ufage of this govern- 
ment, both in the manner of pro- 
yidiag, and the things provided, and 
in regard to the latter, -not quite con- 
fornrably to the ad of parliament, for 
there was no beer, vinegar, &c, pro- 
vided, the officer not requiring them. 
The entry in the minute of the Coun- 
cil, *< in purfuance of the z€t of par- 
liament'* was made at the defirc of 
fome of the Council, thinking, Ifup. 
pofe, that it wpuld proted them from 
being galled 10 an account for doing, 
what, in other times, would have 
paiTed as a common a6l of govern- 
ment, and even thefe words an? more 
properly applicable to the reqitcil of 
the opcer, than the order— But the 
reverfe has happened. The aft of 
parliament', inilead of proteaingthem, 
has bean the caufe of their being ar-^ 
raigned. Political meafures are very 
catching in this country. When the 
matter was firA agitated, advice had 
been received of the AfTcmbly of 
New- York having refufed to comply 
^ecificaily with the ad of parliament j 
and It was mentioned in the houfe, 
and then (lafl feffion) it was faid that 
this ad was'worfe than the ftamp-ad. 

And 
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not one of them would dare to avowr 
it in this inftance, and at this time. 



And when it was tevived in the hoftfe 
this fcffion, a member oppofite to go- 
vernment, faid that the Governor 
itnd Council were not to blame, the 
aft under which they had adled .was 
what was to be condemned. And 
indeed this trifling buiineis, which in 
the whole expence won't coft above 
jr.150 fteriing, feems to be laid hold 
• of, only totoake a public declaration 
ftgainft the aft of parliament— All 
papers of this kind, which ufed for- 
merly to be leen no where but in the 
votes, being now printed in all the 
news-papers ; and, from fome parti- 
cular expreffions, it has the air of a 
manifeflo much more than of a mef- 
fage to a Governor, who is the daft 
perfoB to whom a claim to an ex- 
emption frpm afts of parliament (hould 
be made, as it is impoifible for him 
to concede to it. 

This letter ftill remaining with me, 
I have an opportunity to add^ that 
for above a week paft, I had endea- 
voured to prevail with the Council, to 
join with me in a juftification of our ^ 
proceedings, in making provifion for verfies, and profecutions, that by oc 



Cvfy of an A^ for granting Com^ 
penfation to the Sufferers, and of free 
and general Pardon , Indemnity and 
Ohli<vion to the Offenders in the late 
Times, paffed in the Pro-vince of tht 
Maffachufett's Bay, Dec, 6, 1766. 
(No. I.) 
** An Aft. for granting Compenfatiob 
to the Sufferers,' and of free and 
general Pardon, Indemnity and Ob- 
livion, to the Offenders in the tate 
Tim^s," 

Whereas the King's moft Excellent 
Majefty, taking into his gracious ani 
moll fcrious cun(i deration, the trou- 
bles, difcords, tumults and riots which 
have lately happened in America, and 
that divers of his fubjefts have thereby 
greatly fuffered in their property, and 
others have fallen into, and are ob- 
noxious to great pains and penalties^^ 
out of a hearty and pious defire that 
iiich fnfierers i?e compenfated, and to 
put an end to all iuits and contro- 



the King's troops, but at the fame 
time I protefted againft their anfwering 
without me, as it was a bufinefs of 
Privy Council, in which they could 
not aft feparatcly from me. This 
diftinftion was made ufe of to in- 
uoduce a fquabble ai>out privileges, 
which prevented any refolution beijng 
taken. To put an "end to this, 
yeilerday I introduced the inclofed 
anfwer in my own name only, which 
I told them 1 would fend if they would 
advife tc it, which, after fome debate, 
they did ; and I ft.nt it to the houfe. 
Vour Lordfhip will obferve, that in 
this anfwer there is a careful avoid- 
ance> though- no denial of this pro- 



cafion of the late diPiraftiohs have 
arifen, or may arife between any of 
his Majefty's fiibjefts, Lnd td the in- 
tent thdt a veil be drawn over the lat^ 
unhappy ^xceffes, has been gracioafly 
plealfijd to figni^y his deiire to forgive 
and forget them, at the fame time, of 
his abundiint clemency, recommend- 
ing a compehfation to the fufferers 
in their property, with fuch a conduft 
in general, as (hail be, at this great 
CTifis, the beft means of fixing the 
mutual intereft and inclination of 
Great Britain ^nd her co'onies, on 
the moft firm and folii fourdarion. 

From, a grateful fenlc of his Ma- 
jefty's grace and clemency, in order 



vition being m'ade, in purfuance cf to promorc intrnal peace and fafety, 
"^ " * ' ^ 1 »- 1 to make compenfaticn to faid fafferers, 

and as a means, fo Far as it is in our 
power, of demonftrating to all the 
world, cur fenfe of the happfnefs we 



the acx cf parliament : I was obliged 
to frame it thus to cbtain the Coun- 
ci.'s obncurr.Mi'.e. ¥07. though the 
g'vatrr par. o.' thrm hnv?, I believe, 
& due refpeft for an aft of parliament, • 



enjoy, in being a part of the Britifh 
•' '''' '' empire^ 
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and being intitled to 
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the perfon indided or prefented, or in any 



empire, ana ocing uiivM^ w ^.^ ^w. -w.* *«^.wvy — ^,*^.«,.™, ^. ... — , 

riehts liberties, and privileges of manner profecuted, or that ihall> or 

Bntilh fubjeas. We, his Majefty's may be hereafter indifted, prefented^ 

moft dutiful and loyal fubjeas, the. w in any manner profecuted, or that 

Reprefentatives of the Commons of (hall, or pay be hereafter indided. 



tliis province, in the Great and Ge^ 
neral Court, alTembted of our free and 
good will, have refolvbd to give and 
grant, and pray that it may be 

cnafted. « j 1^ 

And be it accordingly cnatted, by 
the Governor, Council, and Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, that there be grant- 
ed and paid out 6( the public treafury 
of this province, to the Hon. Thomas 
Hutchinfon, Efq; the fum of;C-3»94 
17/. 6^. in full compenfation for the 
Mes and fuiFerings that he, and the 
feveral peifons in his family, fuftain- 
ed in the late times of confufion. 

To the Hon. Andrew Oliver, Efq; 
thefumof^.172 4/. 
To Benjamin Hallowell,jun. Efq; 

flie fum of ^.385 6j.-Io^. 

To William Story, Efq; the fum 
cf£,6y 2s. io</. in full compenfation 
for their loffes and fuiFerings, in the 
fete times of confufion. 

And be it further enafted, that all 
riots, routs, and unlawful aiTemblies, 
councelled, commanded, aaed, done, 
or made within this province, between 
the 1 ft day of September, 176c, and 
the ift day of May, 1766, and 
all burglaries, felonies, refcues, and 
breaches of the peace whatfoever, 
committed in, by, or during fuch 
riots, routs, or unlawful affemblies, 
be, and hereby are pardojaed, re- 
leafed, indemnified, difcharged, and 
put in utter oblivion, and that all and 
cverv the perfon or'perfons, aaing, 
advifmg, affifting, abetting, andcoun- 
felling the fame, be, and are hereby 
pardoned, releafed, acquitted, indem- 
nified and difcharged from the fame, 
and of, and from all pains of death, 
and other pains, judgments, india- 
ments, conviaions, penalties, and 
forfeitures, are hereby declared null 
and void. 

And be it further enaaed, that any 



prefcnted, or in any manner profe- 
cuted for any of the offences by this 
aa pardoned, may plead the general 
ifiue, and give this aa in evidence, 
which ihall be fuiHcient to acquit 
him. 

Provided, that nothing in this aA 
contained, ihall extend to the par- 
doning, or give any benefit whatever 
to any perfon who is, or may be un- 
lawfully pofTeifed of any goods or 
chattels, taken or ftolen from any 
perfon, unlefs the pofleflbr Ihall, with- 
in diirty days after the publication of 
this aft, have furrendercd and deliver- 
ed them up to the province treafurer, 
for the ufe of the prt)vince.. . 

Provided alfo, that nothing in this 
aft fhall extend to the carrying any 
civil aftion of trelpafs for damages 
fuftained by any perfon, not by this 
aft compen fated, nor to the pardon- 
ing, any of the crimes or offences 
above-named, wherein any burglaries^, 
arfons, or thefts were committed 
againft the properties of any perfons, 
not compenfated by this aft. 

E^ciraSl of the Minutes of the Proceedings 
of the CommiJJioners for Trade ana 
Plantations y Jo far as relates to the 
Ad faffed in the Province of the 
Maffachufett* s Bay^ in December^ 
1766, intituled i 
<* An Aft for granting Compenfation 
to the Sufferers, and of free, ^nd 
general Pardon, Indemnity, and 
Oblivion, to the Offenders in the 
late Times." From the Time of 
the Receipt of the faid Aft. , 

( (No. II.) 

At a meeting of his Majefty's Cora- 
miffioners for Trade and Plantations^ 
on Tuefday, March 10, 1767. 

Prefent— Lord Clare, Mr. Jenyns, j 
Mr. Roberts, Mr, Fitzherberti 'Mr." 
Rice, Mr» Dyfon, Mr. Robihfon. , 
' The. 
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The Secretary laid before the Board 
the following papers, which were this 
day received from the Secretary of 
the Province of Maffachnfctt's Bay ; 
▼iz. Two A^s paffed in 1766. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do 
forthwith communicate to the Secre-^ 
tary to the Earl of Shelburne, for his 
Lordfhip*s information, the aft of 
compenfation to the fufFcrcrs by the 
difturbances at Bofton,- in Auguft, 
1765, and for indemnity to thofe 
concerned in the faid difturbances. 

Clare. 
At a meeting of his Majefty's Com- 
fniflioners for Trade and Plantations, 
on Tuefday, March 12, 1767. 

Prefent— Lord Oarc, Mr. Jenyns, 
Mr. Dyfon, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Fitz- 
hcrbert. 

The Secretary acquainted the^ Board 
that he had, purfuant to their order; 
communicated t0 the Earl of Shel- 
burnc's Secretary, the Aft paffed in 

?4affachufett's Bay, in December, 
766, for Compenfation and In- 
demnity. " 

Their Lordfhips took into confi- 
de^ation.the law paffed in the province 
of Maffachufett's Bay, in December, 
1766, for Compenfation to the Suf- 
fe^-ers by the Difturbances at Bofton 
iti' 1765, and for Indemnity, &c. and 
the faid law appearing to be of a new 
and extraordinary nature and im- 
portance, it was ordered that it fhould 
be referred to his Majefty's Attorney 
and Solicitor-General, for their opi- 
nion upon it. Claris. 

At a meeting of his Majefty*s Com- 
miffioners for Trade and Plantations, 
, on Monday, April 13, 1767. 

Prefent— Lord Clare, Mr. Jenyns, 
Mr. Dyfon, Mr. Rice, Mr. Fitz- 
herbert, Mr. Robinfon. 

The Secretary laid before the Board 
a report of his Majefty's Attorney and 
Solidtor-General, dated the lothin- 
Aant, upon the aft paffed in the pro- 
vince of the Maffachufett's Bay in 
December laft, intituled. Ah Aft for 
Compenfation to the Sufferers by the 



Difturbances at Bofton in 1765', Jttd 
for Indemnity, &c. Their Lordftiipi 
took the faid aft and report into con- 
iideration, and having agreed upon a 
reprefentation to his Nlajefty there-* 
upon, a df aught of fuch reprefentation 
was prepared, approved, tranfcribed, 
and figned. Qlake, 

Copy . of a Letter from John PonjunaU^ 
Efqi to his maufty^s Attorney and 
Sollicitor 'General, dated Whitehall 
March t^, 1767, dejiring their Opi- 
nion ^pon an A3: paffed in the Maf- 
/achuJett*s^Bayf in December y 1766^ 
intituledy 
** An Aft for granting Coitipenfatidn 
to the Sufferers, and of free and 
general Pardon, Indemnity, and 
Oblivion, to the Offenders ia the 
late Times," 

(No. III.) 
Whitehall, March 1 3, 1 767. 
Gentlemen, 
As the law herewith inclofed,, 
paffed in the province of the Maffa*' 
chufett's Bay, in December, 1766, 
appears to the Lords Commiftioners 
for Trade and Plantations, to be of a 
new and extraordinary nature and im- 
portance, I am direfted by their lord- 
fhips to deftre you will be pleafed to 
take it into confideration, and to fa- 
vour them with your opinion, whether 
the legiflature of that province have, 
by their conftitution, a powpr to enaft 
a law. of general pardon, indemnity, 
and obliv.an, in the cafe to which it 
refers, vfthout the previous -conient 
of the crown. I am, with great 
refpeft. Gentlemen, your moft obe- 
dient, humble fervant, J. FOWNALL* 
To JVilliam de Grey and Ed'vjord 
milesj E/qrs. his Majeftfs At- - 
torney and Sollicitor Generals, 

Copy of a Report of his Majefifs At- 
torney and Sollicitor 'General, dated 
April 10, 1767, on an ASl pajfed in 
the Province of the MaJJkchuJht^s 
Bay, on the 6th ofDectn^er, '766, 
intituled, ** An Aft for granting 
Compenfation 
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CompenfatioA to the Suffeff rs, and 
bf free and general Pardon, In- 
detnnity, and ObKvion, to the Of- 
fenders in the late Times/* 
(No. IV.) 
To the Right Hon. the Lonii Cihnmif- 
Jioners/or Trade and Plantations. 

Mi^ it pleafe your LorJJbifs, 
In obedience to your Idrdihips com- 
mands fignified to us by Mr. Pownal's 
letter of the 13th of March laft, in-r 
tlofing to us a law paiTed ia the pro- 
tincc of MaiTachufett's Bay, in jDe* 
eember, 1766, appearing to your 
lordfhips to be of a new and extraor- 
dinary nature and importance, and 
defiring us to take it into otir con- 
fideration, ilnd report our opinioni^ 
whether die legiflaturc of that pro- 
vince bave> by their conftitutien^ a 
power to fcnaft a law of general 
pardon^ indiemnity and oblivion, in 
the cafe to which it refers, without 
the previous confent of the crown. 
We have taken the^fame into bur 
coniideration, and are of opinion, 
that the Governor, Council, and Af- 
fembly of the MaHachufett's Bay^ 
have not, by the conflitution of that 
province, any original pbwer to cnaA 
a law of general pardon, indemnity^ 
and oblivion^ in the cafe referred to, 
without the previous commuiTiication 
of the grace and pleafure of the 
crown. 

All which is humbly fubmitted to 
your Lordfhips' confideration. 

W. DE GrEV, 

E. WiLLBS. 

Whitehall^ April \y 1 767. 
topy bf A Reprefentation of the Com- 
mij/icners for Trade and Plantations, 
to his Majefty, dated Whitehall, 
April 13, 1767, on an ASi pajfedin 
the Majfachufett^s Bay, in Decern^ 
her, 1766, intitled, ** An Aft for 
granting Compenfation to the Suf- 
ferers, and of free and general 
Pardon, Indemnity, and Oblinon, 
to the Offenders in the*« late 
Times*" 

(No. yo 
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To the King's Uojl Exctlknt Majtjfy. 
M^ it pleafe your Miytfy, . 
We have had under our confi- 
deration an aftpaffcdin yourMajcftv*f 
prtfvihcie of Nfaffachufe^t^t Bay, 'ia 
New-England, on the 6th. of De- 
cember, 1766, intituled, " An Aft 
for grafting Compeniatioii . to . the. 
Sufferers, and of free and general 
Pardon, Indemnity^ and Oblivion, to 
the Offenders in the late Times.'* 

As this adt appeared to hs to be of 
an extraordinary nature, and impor- 
jtance, we thought it our duty imrne-* 
diately, to rc^er it to the confideratioa 
of your Majefty's Attorney anlSoI- 
lidtor General, dcfiring their opi- 
nion, whether the legtilature; of Cha(. 
province havej by their confUcudon^ 
a power to enaj^ a law of generd. 
pardon^ indemnity, andoblivum, vk 
the cafe to which this aft refers^ 
without the previous confent of the 
Crown; and' your Majeiliy's Attorney 
and Sollidtor General, having, oa 
thevioth inftant, reported ta ua theic 
opinion, ''That the Governor, Coun^ 
cil, and AiTembly of the Mai&chuiett'a 
Bay, have not, by the conilitution of 
that/ province, any original power to 
enaift a law of general Pardon, In- 
demnity, and Oblivion, in tke cafe 
reared to, without the previous com* 
munication of the ^ace aind pleafiire 
of the crown »" We do, upon a con-r 
^deration of this report, agree }i| 
opinion with them, and humbly beg 
leave to lay the faid a£t before your 
Majefty, fubmitting it to your Ma* 
jefty to take fttch meafures thereupon^ 
as your Majefty, in your great wifaom, 
and with the advice of your Council^ 
(hall think moil proper* 

Which is moft humbly fubmitted» 
Clare Wm. Fitzherbcrt 

Soame Jenyns Tho\ Robinfon. 
George Rice 

Copy of a Reprefentation of the Lords 

ContmiJJioneri for 'Trade and^ Plan^ 

tations, dated the lyh of April, 

1767, upon the Majachu/ett's A£t, 

T .for 
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Jor graming €wiiipenfa^i9H /» tht Suf-^ 
ferers't Gfc. 

• (No, I.) 

To rifi King^i Moft Sxcdleni Majefty* 

• MayitfbafeycurM^jifyf 

• We have had under outi, eonfi* 
4eratton an aft pafied in yotar Ma- 
jfefty's province of the Maffachufett's 
Say, in New England, on thei6tkof 
Pecember, 1766, intituled, 

** An KGt f6t granting Gompcn- 

• fetion to the Sufierers, and of 
fiee and general Pardon^ In- 
demnity, and Obliidon, to the 
Offenders in the late<Times/' 

' As this aft appeared to «s to be 
if an extraordinary nature and im-* 
portance, we thought it out duty im- 
mediately to refer it to the cot)ii<^ 
Aeration 6f your Majefty's Attorn^ 
ahd SolHcitor General, defiring their 
opinion, whether the legiflaiture of 
that prdvince, have, by their con- 
ilttutioii, a power to enaft a law of 
general Pardon, Indennnity, ahd Obi 
li'vion, in the caf^ to Which this: aft 
tefers, Withdut the previous confent 
of the crown ? And your Majefty^s 
Attorney and Sollicitor- General, ha-* 
ving, on the I'oth iriftant, reported 
to us their opinion, •' That the Go- 
Veiinbr, Coiincil, and Aflcmbly of the 
Maffach\ifett*s Bay, have not, by the 
^onftiitution oF that province, any 
briginal power to enaft a law of gei 
neral Pardon, Indemnity, and Ob- 
livion; in the cafe referred to, without 
Ihe previous communication of the 
^race and pleafure of the crown." 
-We do, upon a confideration of this 
teport, agree ifi opinion' with them; 
and humbly beg:leiive to lay the faid 
aft Before your Majefty, *fubmitting 
\i to your Miljeily, to take fuch mea- 
fures thereupon,- as your Majefty, in 
your great 'wifdom, and with the 
advice of your Council, fhall think 
moft pi-oper. 

Which is moft humbly fubmitted, 
'Clare " • Wmi . FitaJierbert 

Soame Jenyns* Tho*. Robinfon, 
XieorgeRice 
Whitehall, Jpril 13, 1767. 
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l»^ S. : BjMsixcelleiu^FrtmQis 

Bernard^ EJq\ Caf- ' 

tain General aiulGg^ 

. Pernor in Chief, in^ 

4md over his Majefty* t. 

Province of the Maf- 

Fr*, Bernard, fychu/ett^s Bt^ in, 

JViru; - England, and 

Fice- Admiral of the. 

fame. 

\ do hereby certify, that the Great 

and General Court, or Aftcmbly of 

his Majefty's province of the Maffa- 

chufett's Bay, abovefaid, did at their 

ieflion beran and held at Bpfton^ 

upon Wraneiday the 28th day of 

May» 1 7661 ^nd continued by fundry 

prorogations to Wednefday the 29th 

day of Oftober following, and, then 

met, make> and pafs an aft, intituled^ 

f * An Aft for granting C.ompenfatioa 

to the Sufteters, and of free and get 

neral Pardon, Indemnity, and Oblivit 

on, to the Offenders in thelateTimeSk'5 

Paifed by the Reprefentatlves^ JDe^ 

cember6, 1766.. 
PafTed by the Council, ditto. .. . 
Signed by the Governor, ditto* \-" '. . 
And I do further certify, that tlie 
paper annexed is a true and »athentic 
copy of the aft, or law aforementioned^ 
In teftimony whereof, I have cau^4 
the public feal of the province of Maf* 
fachufett's Bay afdrefaid, to be .here- 
unto affixed, dated at Bofton the 27th 
day of December, 1766, in the 7th 
year of his Majefty's reign. By hia 
Excellency's commai^d, 

A. Oliverv Secretary. 
Copy of the. AS mentioned in the ^for^ 
going Repre/entation (No. J.) pafid^ 
in Majfachufett's Bay, Dec. 6, 1766. 
. (No. II.) / 
An ASt pajfed iy the Great and General 
Court, or AJJemhly, of his MajM*s 
Provide of the Majfqchufitt^ s Bay^ 
in New-England, begun and held ai 
Bofton, vpfm Wednejdaj the aBth Day 
)ofMay, . 1765^ and from thence £on^ 
tinued by federal Prorogaiians^ /# 
Wednefday i$e 2.9tJlf)Day of Oh h§f 
following, and then 'met* 

^' Aa 
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^, An AB, for granting Cpiqpi^hration 
to difc Sufi&eys, and of free and 
general Pardon, Indemnity^ 9nd 
. Qbllvion, to the Ofii^nders in the 
late Tim^s.** , 
• Whereas the King^s moil Excellent 
Majefly, taking into his gracious and 
ferious coniideration, the thiubles^ 
difcords, tamvlts^ and riQts that have 
lately happened in Amcric^, and that 
divers of his fubjeds hav^ thereby 
greatly ftffcred in their property^ an4 
Others have fallen into^ and are ob- 
noxious to great ^«ins and penalties, 
out of a hearty and pious defire that 
fuch fttfferers be compenfated, apd tp 
put an ^nd to all fuits, controverfies, 
and profecutiotis, that by occafion of 
the Ifite diilra&ions have arifen, or 
may arife between any of his Ma* 
jcfty^s fubjcds, and to the intent that 
a veil may be drawn over the late un- 
Ji'appyexcefles, has been gracioufly 
pleafed to fighify his defire to forgive 
and forget them, at the fame time, of 
ills abundant clemenqy, recommend- 
ing a coinpenfation to the fufferers in 
their property, with fuch a condudl 
in general, a3 ihall be' at this general 
criils, the be(l megns qf fixing the 
mutual Intereft and inclination , of 
Great Britain and her Colonies, on 
tlfe moft firm and folid foundations. 

From a grateful fenfe of his Ma- 
jelly *s grace and clemency, in ord^ 
to promote internal peace and fafety, 
to make compenfation to fidd fuf- 
ferers,''and as a means, fefar as it is 
in oar power, of demonftrating to all ■ 
the world our fenfe of the happinefs 
we enjoy, in being a part of the 
Britiih empire, and being in titled to 
the rights, liberties, and privileges of 
Britifh fubjefts. We his Majelly's 
ihoA duufnl and loyal fubjedis, the 
keprefen'tati^es of the Commons of 
this Province, in the Great and Ge- 
jieral Court ailembjed, of our free and 
good will, have refolved to give and 
grant, and pray that it be enaded. 

And be it accordingly enadted, by 
t)io Governor,' Council, and Hoofe of 
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Rcprcfentatives; that there be granted 
and paid oiuCof tht public treafury of 
this Pr6vince, to the Hon. Thomas 
Hntchinfon, £^; the fttmofX«3i94 
jp. 6d, in foil compenfation §6r tht 
loiTes and fufieHngsr that he, and the 
fevejid peribns in his family fuiUined^ 
in the late times of confnfion, .; 

To the Hon. Andrew Oliver, £i^; 
the fum' of ^.172 4/. v 

To Benjamin HaHowell, ' juik dlt 
rttmof;f.385'6x. i^. " 

To William Story, Efqj the fum 
of ^.67 Sf, xOi/. in full compenfation 
for their lofifes and fuierings, in the 
late times of confuficm. 

And be it further enadl^d, that all 
riots, routs, and unlawful afiembliea* 
councelled, commanded, a6led, done* 
or made within this province, between 
the I ft day of Auguft, 1765, and the 
iftdayof.May,, 1766, and all bn^'- 
glaries, felonies, reicues, and breaches 
of the peace lyhakibiever, committed 
in, byi or during fuch notS| routs, 
and unlawful ailemblies, be, and are 
hereby pardcmed, Tcleafe<^ iademni. 
fied, difcharged, and put in utter ob- 
livion, and that all and every the 
perfo^ or pevfons, aS6ling, advifing> 
aififting, abetting, and councellino; 
the fame^ be, and are hereby pa? 
doned,. releafed, ac<|uitted, indem- 
nified, and difcharged from the fame, 
and of, and from all pains of deaths 
and other pains, judgments, indict- 
ments, convictions, penalties, and 
forfeitures, therefore had or given, or 
that might accrue for the fome, and 
that fuch indiCtmonts, convidioos, 
and forfeitures, are Hereby declared 
null and void. 

And be it further enaded, that any 
perfon indifted or prefented, or in 
any manner profecuted, or that fliall, 
or may be hereafter indited, pre- 
fented, or in any manner pro4eoted 
for any of the offences by this a£i par« 
doned, may plead the general ifiue^ 
and give this a6t in^eyidence, "which 
fhall be fufficient to acquit him. 

T 2 Pravided, 
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Provided » that nothing in this aft 
contsmed, (haU extend to the jpar- 
dontng, or give any benefit Wbati^er 
to any pcrfon who is, or may be un- 
lawfully polTcffed of any goods or 
chattels, taken or ftolen ^om any 
perfon». unlefs the pofle^or {hall| 
within thirty days alter the pub- 
lication of this aft, havp fiirrenaered 
and delivered them pp to the Province 
treafurer, for tHe ufe of the province. 

provided alfo* that nothing in this 
afi contained, fliall e3C|end to the 
.barring anydvil aftion of tr^fpafs for 
ditmages fudained by any perfon not 
by this aft compenfated, xkor to the 
pardoning any of th^ crimes or of- 
fences above-named^ wherein any burr 
glaries, arfons, or thefts were com- 
mitted agair^ft the properties of any 
-pcrfons not compenfated by this aft, 

Cofy tf his MajeftjCs Order hi Coupe fl, 
date<i Jfrili^t 1767, r^;//?^ p 
thf Lo^rtii of the Committee of Council, 
the aforegoing RetreJ^utiition.and Adm 

(No. m,) 

. 4t tk^ Court at St, Jame^, 
April l^^ 1767. 
PRESENT, 
The Kipg'i Moft Excellent Majejfy /> 

Council, 
/ Upon reading at the Board, a rcr 
prefentation from thje ^ords Cpmniif- 
iioncrs fof Tra4c and Plantations, 
dated this day, upon ap aft paffed in 
his Majefty's Province of the Maffar 
chufctt's Bay, in New-England, on 
the 6th of December, 1766, intitled, 
f* ^ Aft for granting Compen- 
fatioh to the Sufferers, and of 
free and general Pardon, In- 
demnity, and Oblivion, to the 
Ofiendtrrs in the late Times." 
, Which aft had not, till this day, 
been laid before the Council Board- 
It is ordered ty his Majcfty in Coi|n- 
.pl, that the faid reprefentation and 
.aft be, and they are hereby referred 
to the Right Horn the Lords of the 
^i^ommittee of Conndl for Plantation 
Affairs, to €6nfider the isune, and 



report ^eb ppioioh thei«i|pon to^ ^ 
Nlajefty at this, Board. 

Cofy of the Report of th lords of the 
Committee of Council, dated Majf 9^ 
1 767, upon confdering the aforegoing 
Reprejentation and Aa, 
(No. IV.) , 
^ the CounciUChamher, White- 
M(, ^qy 9, ^767. 
JBy the Right Hon* the \ords of the 
. Committer of C^undlfor Plantation 
Affairs* 

P R E 5 E N T. 
Lord Chancellor Vifc. Barrington 
Lord Prefident Vifcount Clare 
Puke of Grafton Lord North 
Pul^ 9f Bolton (.ord Sandys 
Dukeof Ancailer Mr. Speaker 
Lord Steward J. Stuim Macken-: 
JEarl of Denbigh zie, Efq; 
EairlofCholmon- Mr. Sec. Conway 

deley ^ Mr, Chancellor of 

£. of M^rchn)ont thf !^xcnequer 
Earl of Brijloi Wdb. Ellis', ' Efq; 
Earl of Harcouft |ians Stanley, l^fqi 
E.offlilliborough L. C. J. WHrnot 
Earl of Shelburne Ifaac Barre, Efq; 
Vifcount Upwe 

Yojir Majeily haying been pleafed 
by yqur order in Council, of the i3t]i 
of laft mpnth, to refer^ unto this 
committee a reprefentation of the 
Lords CommfiSon^rf for 'tirade and 
t^lantatiohsj( tpuching and concerning 
j|n aft paffed by the Great and Gc- 

Serai Court, or Affembly of your 
lajeHy's Province of the Maifiar 
chufett's Bay, in New-England, on 
the 6th day of Decembef, 176^, in- 
tituled, 

*' An Aft fpr granting Compen- 

iation to the Sufferers, and of 

fre^ and general Pardon, Inr 

denmity, ^nd Oblivion, to the 

Offenders in the late Times.** 

The Lords, of the Committee,' i« 

obedience to your Majefty's faid order 

of reference, did on the ift and 4ch 

of this inilant, and again upon this 

day, meet, and take the faid rejgre- 

Yentation and aft intp their cbn-s 

fideration. 
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Uderattou, together with the charter Di;kc of Argylc 



granted to the faid Province, by yoar 
Majefty's royal predeccffors. King 
William and Queen Mary, and alfo 
your Majefty's commiflioii and in- 
ftru&ion to the prefent Governor of 
that Province, and upon a due deli- 
beration had thereupon, and after a 
diligent enquiry into the precedents of 
the conduft of the Council Board, in 
limilar cafes, their Lordihips are 
humbly of opinion, that it may be 
idvifeable for your Majefty (if lii 
your royal wifdom you ihall think fit) 
to difallow and rejed the faid act, the 
faid ^Affembly having therein unwar- 
rantably ircorporajtedaii a6i of Pardon 
with an aflt of CompenJation, without 
having obtained your Majeily'B pre- 
vious confent to fach aft of Pardon— 
And thatit miay likewife be advife^ble 
for your Majefty to dfreft your Go- 
vernor of the MaiTachufjf tt's Fay, forth- 
with . to require the faid ad of Af- 
iembly to pafs a particular and ef- 
feftual aft for cofnpenfating all or 
any of the fufFerers> unmixed wjth 
any other matter whatfoever, in cafe 
fuch compenfation (hall not have been 
ialready made— A^d the Committee 
fubmit this opinion to your Majefty, 
without prejn^ce to the confideratioh 
of any ^ueftion touching the nullity 
of the aft now under confidcratiop, 
ah initio, whenever the famp giay ju- 
dicially come into queftion. 

Copy of his Majtftfs Order in Council, 
Jatjed May 13, 1767, approving of 



Marq. of Granby 
Lord Steward 
L, Chaipberlain 
Earl of Denbigh 
E. ofShafteft)ury 



"TS, ,4, 

L.Berkley of $tn^t- 

ton 
LordBathurft 
Lord Sandys 
Mr. Treafurer of 
the Houfehdid 
Earl of Litchfield J. Stewart Macjc- 
E.of Marchmont enzie, Efb. 
EarlofBnftol Wellb. Ellis, Bfq, 
Earlof Harcourt Sir Gilbert Elliot 
Earl of Ilchefter MafterofthcRolbt 
Earlof Befl)orough 

Upon reading at the Board a repO|t 
i^f the Right Hon*, thie Lords of th^ 
Comn]ittee oif Council for Plantation 
Affairs, dated the ^th of this inftantp 
in the words following, viz. 
Jt the ^ounciUChamber, Whitehalh 

Mayg, 1767. 
By the Right HonourMe the Lord^ ef 
the Committee of Council for Plantation 
Affairs. 
PRESENT, 
Lord Chancellor Vifc. Barrington 
Lord t*refident Vifcount Clare 

D. of Grafton Lord North 
Duke of Bolton Lord Sandys 
Dukeof Ancafter Mr. Speaker 
Lord Steward J. Stuart Mackep- 
Earl of Denbigh >2ie, Efq; 

Mr. Seer. Conway 
Mr. Chancellor of 

the Exchequer 
Wellb. 5llis, Efq; 

Earl of Harcourt Hans Stanley, Eiq; 

E.ofHiHfl>orough L. C. J. WiJmot 

E. of Shelburnc Ifaac Barrc. 
Vifc. Howe 



E. of Cholmon*- 

deley 
£. of Marchmont 
E. ofBriftol 



^ ^. . , ,. ^. «_, Your Majefty having been pleafed- 
thi afsregoing Report of the Lords of by your order in Council of the i ith of 



the Committee ef Council, 
(No. V.) 
At the Court at St. James* s, the 1 3/^^ 
of May, i'j6j. 
P R'^E S E N T, 
The 'Kin^s Moft Excellent Majefty. 
His k. H. theD. E. of HQlfborough 
" of York Earl of Shelburnc 

A. of Canterbury Vifc. Falmouth , 
Lof^ Prcfident Vifc. Barrinj^ton 
Duke of Bolton Vifc, Clare 
D. of (|aeenft>iipy Bifliop of London 



laftmonth, toreferuntothisCommittec 
a reprcfentation of the Lords Com- 
miffioners for Trade and Plantations, 
touching, and concerning an aft 
paffed by the Great and General 
Court, or Affeinbly of yota* MajeftyTs 
Province of the MafTachufctt's Bay, 
in New-England, on the 6th of De- 
cember, 1766^ intituled, 
^* An Aft for granting Ccmipen- 
fation to the Sufferers, and of 
free and general Pardon, ia>. 
demnity. 
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< ^mnity, and Ofalivkm to the 
OiFcnders in the lat6 Times." 

The Lordf pf the Committee, in 
obedience to yoor Majefty's faid order 
1^ reference^ did on the lil and 4th 
of this inftant^ and again> upon this 
day meet and take the faid repre-^ 
ientation and' a6l into their coniide- 
ration, together with the' charter 
granted to the faid Province, by 
yoor Majcfty's royal prcdeccflbrs, King 
William and Q^een Mary» and alfo 
^or Majefty's commiflion andinflruc- 
tiopt to the prefent Governor of that 
Province* and apon due deliberation 
had thereupon « ^nd after a diligent 
enquiry into the precedents of the 
condi»^ .of the Council jB|.oard, in 
fimiiar jCafes, their. Lordfhips are 
humbly of opinion, that it may be 
a4Fireable fgr your Majefty (if in your 
royal wifdom ypu Ihall think fit) to 
difallow and reje^ the faid afk, the 
iaid AiTembly having therein unwar^ 
rantably incorporated ^n ^d of Par- 
don wi^ an aA of Compenfation, 
without having obtained your ]VIa- 
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lieutenant-Oovernor* or Ccmmaailef 
in Chief of the Province of the Ma£^ 
fachufett's Bay, do forthwith require 
the faid AiTembly to pafs a particular 
and effedual a&, for compenfating all 
pr any of the fulFeiiers, unmix^ with 
any other ^natter whatfoever, in cafe 
fuch compenfatioB ih^ have beeft 
^eady m^de* * 

Cofy of Major dntrai Gage's Letter /# 
tJbe Secretary at War* 

Jifew-Tork, Oa. 11, 1766, 
(No. Yi*) 
My i W, . . 

I have ufed all endeavours to tranA 
mit to you the eftimates. of Northr 
America by the prefent opportunity i^ 
and have the honor to fend herewith 
£xteen different eiti mates of the or^ 
dinary contingent military expences, 
and three of extraordinary contingent 
expences^ with an abilra£fc of the 
whole. There yet remains tp be f^nt 
the cHimatcs of ^eft-FIoxida, an4 
that of th^ Quarter-mailer's 



depart- 
ment in the diilrid of Albany — both 
jcfty's previous'confent to fuch ad of have been wrote for frequently, and 
P^rdon:-^ And that it may like wife be will be forwarded to your Lordlhip as 



kdvifeable for your Majefty to dirc^ 
your Governor of the MaiTachufett's 
Bay forthwith, to rec^uirc the faid 
AiTembly to pafs a particular and ef- 
jfeJluaL a6l for compenfating all, or 
any of tae Sufferers, unmixed with 
any other matter whatfoever, in oaie 
fuch compenfation ihall not have been 
already made— And the Committee 
Ibbmit this opinion to your Majefty, 
without any prejudice to the confi- 
deration of any queflion touching the 
nullity of the a& now under conii- 
deration, ah initio , ivhenever the fame 
iliay judicially come into queilion. 

His Majelly this day took the faid 
report into confideration, and wa^ 
plea fed, with the advice of his Privy 
Councir, to approve thereof, and ac- 
eordingly to order that the .faid aft be^ 
and it is hfereby difallowed and>re- 
jedlcd, and his Majefly.doth hereby 
further order, that tjbe GQVf moo 



■foon as they can be obtained. The 
engineers are not yet come in from 
the out*ppils, nor the naval people 
from the Lakes ; if any thing ihall 
appear farther neceifary to be done iq 
repairs, or to ilrengthen ourfelves in 
thofe parts, particular efliimates there^ 
of will be tranfmitted hereafter. 

For a long time paft I have been 
examining and curtailing expencef as 
mu(:h as could be, in every part under 
my command, and the eilimates now 
tranfmitted, I bplieve -to be as exa£l 
as they can be made at an avcragCj| 
to afcertain the annual contingent 
military expences of North America^ 
wanting only to complete the whole 
of the eilimates already mentionecL 
from Weft- Florida and Albany. 

There appears in the eilitnate from' 
Hallifax, a great number of ftqre- 
houfes to be repaired j I have wrote 
tp the cdKcer commanding, to diQ>o|e 

of 
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If any fhat flialf not be abfolutely 
wanted fot" the fenricc. 

In the Quarter-Mafter Generars 
department, the article of buildings 
boats at Fort Pitt is heavy, but that 
bufiiicfs Was examined and enquired 
into before It was anderiakcn, . and 
the crown pays the fame prices as 
every trader upon the Ohio ; but the 
moft weighty article, is the tranf- 
portationof provifions and ftores from 
Fort Pitt to Fort Chartres. This h 
^ut douim to Ihew the expence that 
will be incurred, if the neceffity of . 
the fervice fhall oblige me to forward 
frovifxons, fufficient for the feeding 
of a regiment for twelve months, with 
their cloathing, &c. and that no af- 
fiftancc can be got from the country 
in die article of provifion. This year 
a large quantity of provifions has been 
procured there ; if their harveft has 
been good, a further fupply will be 
got next year, by which confiderable 
tranfpbrtittions will be faved ; and 
opportunities have joffered this year. 
Which hus enabled me to make further 
iavings. The recruits which arrived 
lor the 34t:h regiment have been em- 
ployed in the tranfponation, in lieu 
bf batteau men, and though to be 
allowed foitfe gratuity for the wear pf 
their neceffaries,. it will be far ftiort 
Df. the wages of the others. Upon 
tlie v^ole,^ this article muil be. un- 
certain, hut the fupplying a regiment 
at the llinois is fo very expenfive, 
that I miift ufe every means in my 
power. that can reduce it, 

The payment of the tvyo troops of 
Rangers in Georgia, is included in 
the Contingent expences, as I don't 
fetibw \<^heth;6i: pfdvifion is made for 
them with the /eft pf the ann)r^ or 
hot. 
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Indians, drew upon the Commander 
in Chief for their falarics, as well as 
for the falaries of all the officers in 
their refpeftive depirtihents, and their 
other contingent expences i but thai 
I could not fend their eftimates, a^ 
they were tranfmitted to the Board of 
Trade. 1 have, however, defired Sir 
William Jphnfon and Mr. Steuart, to 
fend me a lift of all their deputies, 
commiffaries, interpreters, fmiths, &c 
with their annual pay. As foon as I 
fhall be able to procure thefe lifts, 
they will be forwarded to your Lord- 
fhip. 

Your Lordfliip will pardon my 
errors from the hurry I write in, to 
be in time for the mail ; v^hich being 
very near clofmg, will not'permit m« 
to make further obfervations at pre- 
fent. If any occur hereafter, I ihall 
have the honor to mention them by 
another opportunity. I have the 
honor to be with great truth, refpeft; 
and efteem, my Lord, your Lord- 
fhip's moft obedient, and moft hum- 
ble fervant, 

Thomas Gacb. 



Extras of a Letter from Major Gin$ral 

Gage to Lord Barrington. 

Ne^-W'Torky Oaober 28, 1766. 

(No, VJ.») 

I take the opportunity of a private 

fhip, to tranfmic your Lordftiip th# 

eftimates of the Deputy Quarter- 

Mafter GeneraPs departrnent in the 

diftri^ls of Albany, and of the eX' 

pences for the repairs and corftin- 

gencies of Fort Aniherft, in the ifland 

of St. John's, both which arrived too 

late for the laft packet ; and I had 

omitted to take notice of the laft in 

my letter, with the other eftimates 



They 'are' not 'paid out of the fe;it by that opportunity. The efti- 

^on^ngenaes, biit by warrants on the mate of Weft Florida^ 'l hope, may 

Deputy Pay-maft'er -General, as the be tranfmitted to your Lordftiip di- 

^other troops are paid. " ' _ redly from thence, which I direfted 

* it *waB remarked with the' eftimates to fave time, as alfo that a doplicacb 

ferit lift year,' that the Suporinton- might be/eut here. . " ' * ' 

dants of the Northern atrd Soatherji '. * ■ ; - ' Some 
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Some eacp^nces will probabi^ be inr 
caitcd at the tlinois» the efiimates of 
which have been wrote for long ago, 
but I can't exped any clear accotint 
•f that poft, 'till the chief engineers^ 
whom I ient there, and down the 
Miffifippi> in the fpring, fhall return 
to me. 

In the efHmat^ of the Barrack- 
Mafter General, the yearly fum to 
be allowed contratflor$, for keeping 
mp and repairing the furniture of the 
barracks for twenty yeirs> is inferted, 
though no contrad has as yet been 
entered into^ As foon as any pro- 
pofals ihall be snade on this head, 
they will be tranfmitted to the Lords 
CosunifliQners of his Mige&y's Trea- 
fury. A fum u likewife charged in 
the above eflimate, for a compleat 
toew fet of furniture for the whole 
barracks iii North- America> which in 
genera], was much wanted. From 
comparing thefe two fums, the Board 
©f Treafury will be able to form a 
jjodgment of the contraft^ according 
to the propofals on this head already 
fent by the Barrack-Mafter General. 

I likewife herewith inclofe a lift of 
the fuperintendants, deputies, com- 
miflaries, interpreters, and Smiths, 
for the managements of Indians in 
the northern diftrid of North-Ame- 
rica, according to what is there called 
the new plan, which I prefume to be 
a plan fettled with the Board of 
Trade, and may be properly called 
the Indian Staff for the northern 
diftrift. As Toon as Mr. Steuart, the 
Superintendant of the fouthern In;" 
dians, fends me the ftafF of his 
diMd, it will be tranfmitted to your 
Lordfhip ;— »both the Superintendants 
draw upon the Commander in Chief 
for their falaries of all their flafF, as 
well as tjleir other expences, eftimates 
of which I have already acquainted 
your Loidfhip, are ordered, as I am 
informed, to be tranfmitted to fhe 
Board of Trade. 

An eftimate of the expence of pro- 
nfions is making out in the beft 
jnj^nner it can be done, but I fear it 



will not be finifhed in time for th» 
pfefent conveyance* ' 

Extras <kfa Letttrfrom Major General 
Gage to Lorii Barringtott. 

New-^TorA, 'Nov. o, 176^; 

(No. vn.») 

I have th^ honour to tranfmit your 
LordOiip the eftimate of the expence 
of provifions cdnfumed annually in 
North-America, calculated for every 
part exceptWeft-Florida, from whence 
th^ returns were forbid to be fent t« 
the Gommiirary General, as his de- 
puty informs him; but as I after-' 
wards fent particular diredions to Co- 
lond Taylor, adUng Brigadier-Ge- 
nerali concerning this matter, fince 
his arrival at Penfacola, 1 am to hope 
they will at length be procured. 
Wh^n the i^dturns fhall be received, 
the expence arifing from the pro«^ 
vifions m that province, will te added 
t^ the inclofed eftinnue. As your 
Lordfhip pre/fed fo fbongly for the 
eftimates, 1 fend off without delay^^ 
all that I jcan procure, as they 
come in. 

ExtraSs from the Manufcript Journal 
6f the General Afembij of New* 
York, laid before Parliament, 
JJembly^Chanibef, City-Hall, in the 
.City of New^York, Die Lome, 
1 1 ho. A, M. the loti of Ne- 
nfember, ijSSi 
The General AfTembiy having on 
the 3d of July laft, been prorogued to 
Tuefday the 7th of Oaober next fol- 
lowing, and his Excellency the Go- 
vernor having, by feveral procla- 
mations fince publifted, farther pro- 
rogued tliem to this day^ to meet 
upon bufincfs. 

Fifteen members purfuant thereto, 
appearing in the Affembly- Chamber^ 
Mr. Speaker took the chair. 

Ordered, That Mr. Bayard and 
Colonel Livingfton wait upon his Ex- 
cellency the Governor, and acquaint 
him that a fuffident number of mem- 
bers are met to proceed upon ba- 

iine/sn 
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^nefc, and that they attend his di- ibr their interefts, as cannot fail of 



re£^ions< 

Mr. Bayard reported, that Colonel 
Livingfton and lumfelf, had waited 
on his Excellency the Governor, and 
delivered their mefTage, and that his 
Excellency had been pleafed to fay he 
would come up to the Coundl-Cham-. 
ber in the City-Hall immediately, 
and fend a meflage for the houfe. 

A meffage fix)m his Excellency the 
Governor, by Mr, Banyar, Deputy 
Secretary. 

Mr. Speaker, His Excellency the 
Governor requires the immediate at- 
tendance of this houfe in the Council- 
Chamber, in the City-Hall. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair, and 
the whole houfe attended accordingly, 
and being returned, he refumcd the 
chair, and reported that his Excel- 
lency had been pleafed to make a 
fpeech to the houfe, of which, to 
prevent miftakes, he had obtained a 
copy, which being read, is in the 
wonds following ; viz. 

Gentlemen of the Council ^ and Gen- 
tlemen of the General Affemblyy 
" The meeting of the General Af- 
femblv has been delayed be)rond the 
ufual time, as I was in daily expec- 
tation of receiving his Majefty's com- 
mands, in regard to an humble re- 
prefentation made of the diftrefs in 
which this colony would Ihortly be in- 
volved, through the want of a fuffi- 
cient paper currency. And it is with 
the greateft fatisfaAion, that I can 
open this feffion with a frefh inllance 
of his Majefty's paternal regard and • 
protcdion extended to this Province, 
who has been gracioufly pleafed, under 
certain reflriSions, to revoke that 
inftrudicn, by which the Commander 
in Chief liere was precluded from 
giving his con fen t to any aft which 
Siould be framed for ftriking bills of 
credit, and iifuing the fame in lieu of 
money. The royal attention, fo con- 
ftantly paid to die fufferings of the 
people, and the late examples given 
of it, are fuch iignal inftances of his 
Majedy's ccndefcenfion and tendertiefs 



excitine; the warmeft fentiments of 
gratitude in the minds of tv^ fub« 
jedi, and be productive of the higheft- 
returns of duty and fubmiffion. 

Gentlemen of the GeneralJfimhfy, 
" The great cxpcnce in which this 
colony has been engaged for foine 
time pail, and the difficulties which 
ilill fubfifl in regard to limits, between 
this and the neighbouring Provinces of 
Maffachulett's and the Jerfeys, have 
engaged me to aicertain as foon as 
poffible, the line which his Majefty 
has been pleafed to (lk by his royal 
proclamation, for the boundary be- 
tween this Province aiid Quebec, and 
after the neceflfary fupplies of goi>ern- 
ment are raifed, I muft lecommend 
it to the General Affembly to make 
provificn for the farther opening and 
continuing this line, in which I flatter 
myfelf, that the province of Quebec, 
equally interefted in it, will readily ' 
contribute, as a mutual benefit will 
be derived from it. I muil at the 
fame time, earneftly requeft that pro- 
per meafures may be taken to fettle 
the boundaries between the different 
counties in this Province, and fix 
them by authority :— The want of a 
due attention to fo neceffary a iervice, 
has already given rife to many incon- 
veniences, and the continual fcenes 
of litigation and diforder, occafioned 
by vague and undetermined limits, 
call forredrefs in the ftrongeft terms. ■ 
Gentlemen of the Councily dndGen^ 
tlemenof the General Affembly^ 
" I (hall, during thecouric of your 
feffion, take opportunities of laying 
before you fome matters which have 
occurred to me during the late tour I 
made, and recommending to your 
conlideration whatever may be con- 
ducive to the public fervicc ; a A am 
fully perfuaded, chat the legiflative 
bodies will chearfully co-operate with 
me in whatever can beproppfed for 
his Maje%'s fervice, and the good of 
their country. H. Moore.'* 

NeW'Torif Nov. lO, 1766. 

U . Rcfclved, 
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Reftlye4i That kU £xc«|]«iic>^f 
^OBcK be ulj^cft kito confidenidQa, 
tCKinoi:inw» by tke hoii6« 
Jlfffimkly ' ChavJwr, ai the Unifiof 

MatthfW Srneft^ in tb$ Out-Ward 

^ tb$ City of NtW'Tori^ Die 

Mortis, iQb$* J. H- tin I uh of 

Non)mf^9 1766. 
ji M/ ExcelUnty Sir Hgmy Moorf, 

Bart. Caftain'Gtnerali tutdGotver' 

ftfMT in Chief 9 in, and ovor tbi Co-- 
*' l^ ofNe'UhTork, and tin Territories 

defending thereon in America^ Chan* 
• cellar and Fice^Jdmiral of the famg^ 
■■ Vhe humhle Addrefi of the General Af^ 
femhiy of thejedd Coknjf,^ 
May it fltafeyour Excellency, 

We his Majef^'s moft dutiful Tub* 
3e£b, the General AfTembl^ of the 
Colony of New-York, return your 
Excellency our moil h<:ajrty thanks for 
your fpeech. 

The fatisfaftion your Excellency 
expreiTes in being permitted to relieve 
tke di^refs this cofeny i^ fallen into, 
tkrough the want of a medium of 
trade, cannot but be extremely agree.^ 
able to usy as it affords a further 
proof of your attentipn to^ and con- 
cern for our intcrcfb/ 

We arc deeply fenfible of his Ma*- 
jefty's paternal care and tender regard 
for all his- fubjeds, and we are con* 
^dent we fhall ever be ready to make 
fuch returns of duty and fubmId)on» 
as may be expeded frpm the moft 
loyal fubje£ls to the beft of fovereigns. 

Had your Excellency been per- 
mitted, by the infh-uftions you have 
received^ to have pafTed a bill ibr the 
iiluing of paper money in the ufiial 
manner^ we ihould have been fb 
cautious in the exercife of that, power, 
chat no perfbn, either at home or 
abroad, would have been in the lead 
daage^ of being injured in his pro^ 
perty, and the public credit of this 
Cplony would haye been, as it ever 
kas been> the obje^ of our peculiar 
care and attention. But, unce we 
fear that np bill for that purpofe can 
be paired without ;a iufpendingtlaufe^ 
^e d^terioined to bear,,our difoefies 
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as W9H ai w« are able, except year 
Eaccellency will be pleafed, coniidenQg 
tike prcfiin^ neceffities we lay under, 
to pafs a biJU without fuch an ufiufttal 
daufe. 

Your Excellency's care to fettle the 
boundaries, between thb Colony and 
Quebec, will probably prevent many 
mifchievous con iequences w hich might i 
otherwife arifc from th^ neglefl of a j 
thing gf that importance, and, for 
like reafons, we Ihall be ready to con- 
tribute all the afiiilanCe in our power, 
Xq enable your ExceHcncy to fettle, at | 
leaft, a temporary line of jurifdi^ot^ 
between this Colony and the Province 
of the Maflachttfett's Bay, 

The fcttlemcnt of the boundaries of 
the feveral counties in this Colony, 
where they are in a manner uncertain, 
we look upon as an obje^ deferving 
the mod ferious attention of the le- 
giflature, and abfolutcly ncceffary tp 
peace, order, and the due executioa 
of the powers of government. Wc 
Ihall pay a due reg^d, therefore, to 
what your Excellency recommends oii 
that fu^ed, as well as to whatever 
elfe you fliall think proper to lay 
before us daring the courfe of this 
ieffion, in which we (hall be am- 
bitious of demonftrating, that your 
Excellency has doi^ us no more than 
drift jttftice, in fuppofii^g that we will 
chearlully co-operate with you, in 
whatever can be prppofed for his Ma- 
jefty's Tervice, and the gqod of this 
country. By oricr of the General 
Affembly, W. Nicoll, Speaker. 
Affemhly-Chamher, in the Out-Ward 

of the City of NenV'Tork, the tyh 

of November, 1766. 

His Excellency*s Anfiwer. 
Gentlemen of the General AJ/emhIy, 
« I return you my hearty thanks for 
this addrefs, and for the fentiments 
you exprefs of my attention to the 
public welfare. The aflurances you 
give of adliflg chearfully with me, in 
fo good a caufe, cannot fail of being 
pnxiufiive of the greateft advantage 
to this Colony. 

Mr. 
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Mr> ftatipr> Deputy Secretary, 
Wodght to the Hoitie, iVom his Ex* 
cellencv the Govemdr, an additional 
inftra^on from his Majefty to hiiA, 
which his Excellency deford might be 
communicated to the Houfe, and 
being readj is in the words foi* 
lowing! 

JiJitmal InftruBitms to 
owr Trufty and Well* 
helo*oed Sir H. Moore, 
Bart, our Caftain-Ge^ 
neral, and Go*uernor in 
Chief of our Province 
George R» ofNew-Tork, and the 
Territifries depending 
L. S« thereon iH America* 

Given at our Court 
at St. James's, the 
ISth Day if July, 
1766, in the Sixth 
Tear of our Reign. 
IVhcrcas by the 20th Article of our 
General Inftruftions to you, given at 
our Court at St. JamC3*s, the 
day of , in the fixth year of 

oar reign, you are ftriftly forbid to 
.rive your atteftt to any aft within our 
Province Of New- York, under your 
government, whereby paper bills may 
be ftruck or iffued in lieu of money, 
xuAtk upon fudden and extraordinanr 
emergencies of government, in cafe 
of war, or invafion, and upon no 
other occasion whatever. And 
whereas it hath been reprefentcd 
an to us, that the currency of all the 
paper bills of credit now in circulation 
within our faid Province of New- 
York, will, by the limitation of the 
laws by which they were refpcdively 
ifloed, ceafe and determine in the 
year 176^8, by means whereof the 
commerce of our faid Province, as 
well as the ordinary fervices of go- 
vernment there, vwll be expofed to 
great difficulty and inconvenience. 
It is, therefore, our will and pleafure, 
that the 20th Arttcle of our faid 
(Sencral Ififtruftions to you, relative 
to the ifftfe of paper bills of credit. 



be, and it is hereby revoked and an* 
nulled. And it is our further will 
and pleafure, and you are hereby per- 
mitted and dlowed to give your alfeht 
to any ad or ads of AlTembly of the 
faid Province, for creating and ifluing * 
paper bills of credit, in lieu di, and 
for fecuring any fum or (bms of 
money, not exceeding in die whole 
the fum of ^260000 currency of that 
Province, provided that in fuch aft Or 
afts of Aflembly, whereby fuch paper 
bills, or bills of credit, fliall be created 
or iffued, due care be taken to afcertain 
the real value of fuch paper bills, or 
bills of credit, and that an ample and 
fufficient fund be provided for calling 
in, finking, and difchargin|; the laid * 
bills within a reafonable time, not 
exceeding ^vt years, and provided^ 
that you do take care, in the paffing 
of any afty or a6U of AlTembly for 
the purpoies above-mentioned, that 
there^ be a claufe, or claufes inlerted; 
therein fufpendin^ and defeirmg the 
execution thereof^ until our pleafsrO 
fhall be known concerning the fame, 
G. R. 

The Hottfe then refolved itfelf into 
a committee of the whole Houfe, 
upon his Excellency's fpeech— after 
fome time fpent therein, Mr. Speaker 
refumed the chair, and Mr. Philip 
Livin^fton reported from the faid 
eommittee, that they had made fome 
progrefs therein, and had direfted 
him to move that they may have 
leave to fit again. 

Refolved, That his Excellency's 
fpeech be taken into further con- 
fideration to-morrow — and then the 
Houfe adjourned till nine o'clock to-> 
morrow morning. 

Die Mercurii, 9 ho. A. M. the iitb 

of November, 1766.* 

Ordered, That the Treafurer of the 

Colony, do, by Tuefday the 25th 

inftant, lay before this Houfe, the 

feveral followihg accounts oft' Oath, 

vi4. " An account of the amount of 

the duty, laid by virtue of an aft for 

U a "granting 
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ftnting to his Majefty the-feyeral 
{aties and impofitions on goods, 
wares, and merchandizes imported 
into this Colony therein-menaoned, 
. together with an account how much 
. h^ been paid out of the fame, from 
the I ft day of September, 1765, to 
the firft day of September, 1766. 

" An account of the amount of 
licences to hawkers and pedlars, from 
. the ift day of September, 1765, to 
the I ft day of September, 1766. 

" An account of the amount of 
his receipts, from the feveral and re- 
fpedive loan-officers, diftinguifhing 
how much, on account of the prin- 
cipal, and how much for intereft, 
fince his laft account thereof de- 
livered. 

** An account of his receipts on the 
exdie fund fince his laft account there- 
of delivered — An account of his pay- 
ments out of the JC5000, lodged in 
lis hands, by an a^ paiTed m the 
year 1765, for rcfrefliing, &c. fuch 
of his Majefty's troops as may pafs 
through this Colony, fince his laft 
account thereof delivered— An ac- 
count of his receipts from the ieveral 
and refpe^ve colledors and county 
Treafurers, on account of the feveral 
and refpeftive taxes, and arrears of 
taxes due to this Colony, from the 
time that his laft accounts thereof 
was delivered, until the day he de- 
livered his accounts, diftinguiftiing 
particularly, how much p^d by each 
fefpeftive city and county, on what 
tax, and on what arrears of taxes. 

"An account how much hath 
arifen by virtue of an a6t, intitled. 
An Adt for laying a Duty of Tonnage 
on the Veflels, and for the Time 
therein-mentioned, from the ift day 
of September, *ij6^, to the firft day 
of September, 1766. 

** An account of his receipts, by 
virtue, of the feveral ads, enabling 
him \o draw bills of exchange on Sir 
William Baker,. Knt. and Robert 
Charles, Efqj lor jnoney allotted to 
this Colony by his Majefty, out of 
the parliamentary grants^ towards re- 



imbttrfing the Colonies the expence 
of the war, fince his laft account 
thereof deli vered. 

"An account of his receipts, by 
virtue of an adt pafled the 20th of Oc- 
tober, 1764, intitled. An A6t, ap- 
propriating the fum of j^59250 of the 
monies therein-mentioned, for calling 
in, finking, and cancelling bills of 
credit, to the amount of the mifllons 
therein-mentioned, together with an 
account of the bills of credit cancelled 
in confequence of the faid ad, fince 
his laft account thereof delivered. 

" An account how much he hath 
received, purfuant to an adl pafied 
the 20th of December, 1763, intitled. 
An Aft to impower John Cruger, 
Robert R. Livingfton, Philip Living- 
fton, Leonard Liipenard, and William 
Bayard, Efqrs. to receive from the 
Colony of Pen nfy Ivan ia, the fum of 
^^4368 2J. 6</. fterling, overpaid to 
the faid Colony out of the parlia- 
mentary grant, for the (crvice of the 
year 1760, fince his laft account 
thereof delivered, 

"An account of his payments, pur- 
fuant to an aft paiTed the 20th of 
Oftober, 1764." 
Die Marfis, 9 i;o, J. M. the i%th of 

No'vembfr^ 1766, 

A mgdlTage from his Excellency the 
Governor, by Mr. Banyar, Deputy- 
Secretary, which being read, is in the 
words following ; viz. 

Gentlemen of the General AJfembly ^ 

In confequence of a report made to 
the Lords Commiffioners for Trade 
and Plantations, of the aft pafied in 
the laft feflion of Aficmbly, for pro- 
viding barracks, fuel, &c. for his 
Majelly's troops quartered in this 
city, and my letter to the Secretary 
of State on the fame occafion, I have 
Had the honor of the following letter 
from the Earl of Shelburne, 
SIR, Whitehall, Aug, 9, 1766. 

I took the firft opportunity, after 
his Majefty had been moft gracioufiy 
pleafed to entruft me with the feals of 
th& fouthern department, to lay be- 
fore 
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fore him your letter of the 20th of 
June, giving an account of the ge- 
neral fatisfaftion exprefled by all 
ranks and degrees of people, on the 
repeal of the Stamp-adt, and likewife 
your reafons for affenting to a bill for 
providing barracks, firewood, candles, 
hedding, and uteniils for the kitchen, 
for the King's troops, as demanded, 
notwithftanding the articles of falt^ 
vinegar, cyder, and beer, be not in- 
cluded, under a pretence that they 
are not provided for the troops lodged 
in the barracks in Europe. 

I have his Majefty's commands to 
acquaint you of the fatisfadion he 
feels in the happinefs of his fubjeds, 
arifing from the tender care and con- 
fideration of his Parliament. Bat I 
am ordered to fignify to you, at the 
fame time, that as it is the indif- 
penfible duty of his fubjeds in A me 
rica to obey the afts of che legiflature 
of Great Britain, the King both ex- 
pe£is and requires a due and chearful 
obedience to the fame, and it cannot 
be doubted that his Majefty's Province 
of New- York, after the lenity of 
Great Britain fo recently extended 
to America, will not fail duly to 
carry into execution the ad of par- 
liament paffed laft feffion, for quar- 
tering his Majefty's troops, in the full 
extent and meaning of the a6l, with- 
out referring to the ufage of other 
parts of his Majelly's dominions, 
where the legiflature has thought fit 
to prefcribe diiFerent regulations, and 
which cannot be altered any more 
than in North America, except upon 
a refpedtful and well-grounded repre- 
sentation of the hardfhip or incon- 
venience. Thefe confiderations, I 
am convinced muft, of themlelves, 
have fo much weight with the Af- 
fcmhly of New- York, not only in the 
prefent conjunfture, when it is na- 
tural to fuppofe the minds of men 
retain fenfible impreflions of what has 
lately paffed', but upon other occa- 
iions which may call for a ready obe- 
dience^ that I cannot think it necef- 
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fary for me to enlarge further upon 
theif importance—I mull only. Sir, in 
general, add, that I hope and be- 
lieve, that a very little time, toge- 
ther with that temporal adminiftration 
of government, -which your regard to 
the people under it, mull make you 
naturally incline, to, and that firmnefs 
which yQur duty to the King equally 
requires, will allay whatever remains 
of thofe heats, which have fo unhap- 
pily for America prevailed, and which 
if continued, muft prove of the moft 
fatal confequence to whatever Province 
they are liifFered in. I am, there- 
fore, perfuaded that the AiTembly will 
lofe no occafion that offers, of con- 
vincing his Majefty, that the people 
of New- York will yield to no other 
part of his fubjefts, in duty, loyalty, 
and obedience to fuch laws as the 
Kii^g and Parliament have thought 
proper to enaft, for their benefit and 
pro:edion. , 

(Signed) Shklrurne. 

I flatter myfelC that on a due con- 
fideration of this letter, no difficulties 
can poflibly arife, or the leaft ob- 
jedion be made to the provifion for 
the troops, as required by the aft of 
parliament. H. Moore, 

Fort-George, No^u 17, 1766. 

Ordered, That the faid meifage be 
referred to the confideration of the 
committee, . to whom his Excellency's 
fpeech is committed. 
Die Mercurii, 9 ho, A. M, the igfh 

of November, 1766. 

'l^he Houfe (according to order) re- 
folved itfelf into a committee of the 
whole Houfe upon his Excellency's 
fpeech — after fome time fpent therein, 
Mr. Speaker relumed the chair, and 
Mr. Philip Livingflon reported the re- 
folutions of the committee, which he 
read in his place, and afterwards de- 
livered in at the table, where the 
fame were again read and agreed to 
by the HouiSe,. and are as follow, viz. 

" Refolved, That it is the opinion 
of this committee, that there be al- 
lowed unto liis Excellency Sir Henry 

Moore, 
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lAooTC, Bartrf for admihiftring the 
government of this Colony, from the 
ift day of September, 1766, to the 
I ft day of September, which will be 
ih the year 1767, after the rate of 
jf 2000 fer annum . * *^ 

** Refolved, That it is the opinion 
of this committee, that there be al- 
lowed unto his faid ExcclFeiicy, for 
providing firewood and candles for his 
Majefty's Fort George, in the city of 
New-Yol-k, from the ift day of Sep- 
tember, 1766, to the ill day of Sep- 
tember^ I'jd'jj thefumof^400. 

*• Refolved, That it is the opinion 
of this committee, that there be al* 
lowed unto the Hon* Daniel Horfe- 
manden^ Efq; as Chief JulUce of the 
Supreme Court of this Colony, and 
for going the circuits from the i ft day 
of September, 1766, to the ift day 
of September, 1767, after the rate of 
^300 per Annum* 

** That it is the opinion of this 
committee, that there be allowed unto 
the Hon. David Jones, Efq; as Second 
Juftice of the Supreme Court of this 
Colony, and for goini; the circuits 
from and to the time aforefaid, after 
the rate of j^200 per annum. 

** Refolved, That it is the opinion 
of this committee, ,that there be al- 
lowed unto the Hon. William Smith, 
Efq; as Third Jullice of the Supreme 
Court of this Colony, and for. going 
the circuits from and to. the time 
afbrefaid, aficr the rate of j^2oo per 
annum, 

" Refolved, That it is the opinion 
of this committee, that there be aiiowr 
cd unto the Hon, Robert R. Living- 
fton, Efq; as Fourth Juftice of the Su- 
preme Court of this Colony, and for 
going the cirmics from and to the 
time aforefaid, after the rate of ^^200 
per annum. 

'* That it is the opinion of this 
committee, that there be allowed unto 
William Weyman, as public Printer 
of this Colony, for his iervices in that 
Itation, from and to the time afore- 
ffti4^ after the rate of j^50 per annum* 



'* Refolved, T^iat it is the opfnieu 
of this committee, that there be al* 
lowed Unto Abraham de Peyjler, Efq; 
Treafurer of this Colony, for his fer- 
vices in that ftation, from and 10 the 
time aforefaid, after the rate o££zqo 
per anrium. 

" Refolved, That it is the opinion 
of this committee, that there he al- 
lowed unto the faid Troafurer, for 
the extraordinary fervices which he is 
now obliged to perform beyond the 
ufual duty of his office, after the rate 
of the further fum of£ioQper annum, 

** Refolved^ That it h the opinion 
of this committee, that there ba al-< 
lowed unto Robert Charles, Efqj 
A^ent for this Colony in Great- 
Britain, as a reward for his care^ 
trouble, and diligence, in attending 
upon his Majefty, and his minifters of 
ftate, in that ftation, from and to 
the time aforefaid, after the rale of 
£$00 per annum. 

'* Refolved, That it is the opinion 
of this committee, that there be al- 
lowed unto John Tabor Kempe, Efqj 
his Majefty's Attorney-Gcaeral of this 
Colony, for feveral extraordinary fer- 
, vices by him performed in that ftation, 
the fum of ^ 150. 

•' Refolved, That it is the opinion 
of this committee, that there be al- ' 
lowed unto Abraham Lott, Efq; Clerk 
of the General Afiembly, for his fer- 
vices in that ftation, from the ift day 
of September, 1766, to the ift day 
of September, 1767, twenty fliillings 
per diem^ payable upon a certificate 
from the General AfTembly, figned 
by the Speaker, for the number of 
days he has ferved, or may ferve the 
General AlTenibly. 

*' Refolved, That it is theopiuion 
of this committee, that there be al* 
lowed for anfwering fuch neceffary 
and contingent charges as may ari(e 
or happen for the fervice of this 
Colony, from the ift day of Sep- 
tember, 1766, to the ift t;ay of Sep- 
tember, 1767, the fum of j^ioo. 

** Refolved^ 
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" Refolved, fhu the %regoing 
ftveral allowances be mad^ payal^le 
iHit of the monjes arifen, or which 
may arife by virtue of the fellowing 
ads ; viz. 

•• An aft for granting tp his Ma- 
jefty the feveral'duties anaimpofitions 
on goods, wares, and merchandizes 
imported intO this Colony therein - 
inention. A^i 

** An Aft to reftrain ha\yk€rs and 
pedlars within this Colony, frpmfel- 
ling without licence. 

" Ordered, That a bil4 be brought 
in, purfuant to the faid refolutions, 
. and that Colonel Seaman and Mr^ 
Schenk prepare and bring in the 
lame." 
Die Marjis, 9 bo* A^ M. th 2ph of 

November y 1766. 
■ A iheflage from his Excellency the 
.Governor by Mr. Bany^r, Deputy 
Secretary, which bein^' read, is in 
*^he words following ; viz, 

Gentlemen cf the GinsralJJJemhl^y 

** Inclofed, is an account of what 
^oney has been paid to the officers of Majefty*s Forces, the fum of ^3200. 
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*' An account pf the produce of t^e 
tonnage fund, from the ift day <rf* 
September, 1765, to the ift day of 
September, 1760, amounting to tht 
fum of jf 4^6 18/. 44/.^. 

" An account that he has received 
from the feveral and reipeftive loan* 
officers, fince his laft account thereof 
delivered ; viz. 

For interest - r / 1 375 

On Recount of the principal 2^i 1 375 
" 4i* account that he has received 
from the feveral colledors and county 
Treafurers, on account of the feveral 
taxes laid by feveral laws of this Co- 
lony, amounting from the 5th of De-' 
cember, 176 c, to the 25 th of No- 
vember, 17^, to the fumof ^^17^29, 

** An account that }ie .has paid, 
purfuant to an a£l paifed the 3d of 
July, 1766, intitled. An Aft to fur- 
nifh the Barracks in the Cities of 
New- York and Albany, with Fire- 
wood and Candles, and the other 
NecelTaries therein- mentioned, for his 



hisMajefty's zStli regiment inquarters 
here, who were lodged in the town, 
as there was not fufficient roon> for them 
in the barracks provided for the two 
battalions and company of artillery, 
by ad paired in the- laft feflion of Af- 
fembly. This fum has been advanced 



An account that he has received 
from John Cruger, Philip Livingfton^ 
Robert R. Livingfton, Leonard Lif- 
penard, and William Bayard, Efqrs, 
on account of the ^^4368 2j. 6^. 
fterling, they were impowered by law 
to receive from the Colony of renn- 



by the Mayor and corporation of this fylvania, fince his lall account thereof 
^ty, and agreeable to their requeft, delivered, the fum of jf 456. oj. zd. 



St is how recommended to the Houfe 
of Affembly, that they may be re- 
iiiiburfed. No money has been paid 
as yet, either to the officers of his 
Maj'efty's 46th regiment, or to the 
officers of the artillery. H. Moore. 
'^Fort-George, Nov. 24, 1766." 

Ordered, That the faia meflage 
^nd account metioned therein, be re- 
ferred to the confideration of a com- 
mittee of the whole Houfe. 

Abraham de Peyfter, Trcafurer of 
this Colony (according to order) at 
tending at the door, was xalled in, 
^nd laid before the Houfe the feveral 
iaccouiits on oath 5 viz. 



*' An account that he has received 
for feveral bills of exchange dra»vn on 
Sir William Baker, Knt. and Robert 
Charles, Efq; fmce his lail account 
thereof delivered, the fum of jf 4608. 

.*' A general account of the amount 
of the feveral duties. Sec, for fup- 
porting the government of this Co- 
lony, together wi.h an account of the 
payments out of the fame, from the 
ift day of September, 1765, to the 
ift day of September, 17 >6, wherein 
4ie charges himfelf ^ith the balance 
due to this Colony on accfount of the 
faid duties, &c. on the ift day of 
September* 
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£. s. d. 

Septenit)er, 1765, of 
the fum of - 2460 3 5 J 

With the fum of 
/4811 8/. 11//. J 
reoeived for the 
doty on rum, wine, 
brandy, &e. dur- 
ing the abovefaid 
time. 4B11 8 II I 

And with the fum of 
jf 135 received for 
licence to hawkers 
' and pedlars, dur- 
ing the abovefaid 
tome -* 135 

^7406 12 54: 
And charges the Co- 

loay with fun dry 

(tuns paid out of 

the faid ftind, a- 

mountin'g to the 

fum of —ir iTfm 4 ^ 
And makes a balance 

due to the Colony 

on the lii day of 

September, 1766, ■ " ■ 

ofthcfumof ^ 295 7 \x\ 

tHe Martisy 9 ho. A, M. the id of 

December^ 1766. 

Mr. Speaker communicated to the 
Houfe the following letter and ac- 
coonts ; viz. 

•« A letter from his Honor the 
Lieutenant-Governor, dated the ill 
inftant, demanding payment for ar- 
re. r^ of falary due to him, from the 
lit of September to the 13th of No- 
vt-mber, 1765, and alfo for damages 
by him fuftained on the ill day of 
November, 1765. 

** An account of Alexander Gor- 
don, Efq; for a fingle fleigh loft on 
the faid til day of November, 1765. 

** An account of Dr. Jonathan 
MaMtt^ of a fingle horle-chaife, and 
part of harnefs, loft on the faid ift 
d-y of November, 1765. . 

•* And an account of Andrew 
Gaoticr, for repairing the damages 
done to the houfe of Samuel Francis, 



on the faid ift day of November^ 
1765, 

" Ordered, That the faid letter 
and accounts be referred to the con- 
fideration of a committee.'' 
Die Vemris, 9 ho. A* Af. f^th of De- 
cember^ I J 66, 

The Houfe taking into confide- 
ration the many grievances refulting 
from the a6l of parliament, reftraining 
the ifluigg paper bills of credit to the 
inhabitants of this Colony, for want 
of a proper piedium of trade. 

" Refolved, Than an humble ad- 
drefs be prepared, in order to be 
prefcnted to th>e parliaipent of Great- 
Britain, reprefenting the hardlhips 
and inconveniencies the inhabitants of 
this Colony lay under, for the w^nt 
of a competeot medium of trade, arid 
praying relief. 

'• Ordered, That a committee be 
appointed to prepare the faid addrefs, 
and a committee was appointed ac^ 
cordingly." 
Die-Martis^ 9 ho,, A, M. the ^tl^ of 

December, 1766. 

A mjsflage from his Excellency the 
Governor, by Mr. Banyar, Deputy- 
Secretary, which being read, i& in 
the words following ; viz. 
Gentlemen; ^ ^ 

" The in^lofedtaccoupts duly at- 
tefted, of the workmen employed ijt 
the reparations- and alterations of fhe 
houfe at the Fort, are now laid before 
the Houfe of Aflembly, and recom- 
mended for payment. H.Moore. 
" Fort-Gco'rge, Dec 8, ^760.'* 

Ordered, That the faid meflage 
and accounts be referred to the con- 
flderation of a committee, .and that it 
be an inftrudion to them to add a 
proper claufe, or claufes to the bill 
now in committee, for paying Major 
James his lolTes, for paying fo much 
of the faid accounts as Ihal! be found 
to be really and truly due thereon. 

A mefTage from hi§ Excellency the 
Governor, by Mr. Banyar, Deputy- 
Secretary, which being read, is in 
the words following ; viz. 

Gentlemen f, 
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gimeiits havh^ been e^npioy^d for 
loms time in mielling ^« riot» aad 
difopders whic)^ aad brok^ out m tlie 
coas^es of Duchefs and Albany, I 
now recommend it to tJw H^uie ef 
Aflefflbly, that- a cam}>onfeuaii life 
made ta them for the extraordinary 
neceiiaries expetidt d by «i«m Ih thp 
fetvice of th« government. 

H. MoQRB. 

^F^Qm-gty Die. $, !76#.** 

A petition of Henry Van Shaack, 
'^f tl^e cky ofAlbdtyy, merchant, was 
prcfented to the Houfe, and read, 
praying aiii aUdWafnce for damages by 
Um iulained ^n tke 6th of January 
Uft, hy diibrdiprfi' eccailened by the 
latd Stamp-a^, amounting, as by tkf^ 
sccwn« anioexcd 10 the faid petiik)n4, 
to Ae fiun of i^iP3 1J< ^• 

Ordered, Thaf *hd faid petition 
4md afcovmt be ftfw^ te mt fam^ 
^aumnittM. 

The Hcttlfe refeked Jtfetf in<0 a 

committee of the whole Houfe, upen 

th« bill, intJtled, '* An Ai^ for pay- 

"mg Maj«r Thomas }aine&, the LofTej^ 

by him fttftained en the ift of No* 

:«G8aifoei:, 1^765,** a^i tlie iev«ral other 

accounts referred td the c^ramktce oh 

<^e faid bill :— after f9Me time i^nt 

thepeisk, Mr, i^peakej^ relumed the 

chair, and Mr. ^y^ reported the 

proceedings ef the committee to have 

been ift maiifier following; viz. 

'* Tkac they had refolved to make 

the foUowii^ aliowanees, and added 

propMT d^uA t» tlie faid bill, for 

pa^ing^ unto Andrew GaurJer, hr re* 

pairing: the houfe of Samuel Francis^ 

for damages done thcFeto, on the tft 

of November, 1765, the fum of 

^404 6s. 5V. 

XJjvto Jonathan Malle4, for da-' 

mageft by him Trained on the faid 

jUt-dsLy of November, 1765, the 

fum of /S^ o/. o/. 

^ftd »»to HeiKy Vaii Shsaek, 
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of Aftany for damages hf hl*i *f- 
takied on the 6th day of |an6ary, 
1766, the ftinrdf • •j^t^3 l-'*' V^ 

•* That a letter from, his Honof the . 
Lieutenxint-Goverhor to Mr. speaker, 
of thcift inftant, dematiding pay- 
ment for arrears of falary^ doe tohkn 
fr^m the iH of September to the ijth^ 
of November, 1765, alio for damages 
by him fuftained on the |ft of N6- 
▼ember, 1765, was theii read, and 
the lame being maturely confidered, 
the committee came to the following 
refolutions thereon ; vie. 

*' Refolved, That it is the opmioii 
of this Committee, thgt flit Ip^s 
feftained by' Lieutenant-Governor 
Coldea, on the ift dayof Nfihrcij^he/, 
1765, was otcafioned by his Qwn mi& 
conduQ, and that therefore no prb^ 
vi£on ought to be made for paying 
liim the fame. 

*• Refolved, That it isr die opinion 
of this comnjittee, that that 'pait df 
the Lieutenant Govcmdr> tetter rc^ 
lating to the arrears of fal^ry du« to 
him, br Juried to th^ cqnijderatioii 
of the cpn^mrttcc to whom jiis £«* 
crfleiicy^s fpcechis cpmmitwd, 

f« Rcfplved, That the m^flagp of 
his Excelicncy the Oovcrn<?r, rdatmg 
to the repairs done to the hopf^J iih 
the Fort, >vith Ae accotintsr icpomr 
panying the fame, ^c refeitrcd to the 
confideration of the cojiUnittee to 
whom his Excellency'^ ^et^ is com- 
mitted.'* 

Die' Tenmu 9 fo. ^. ilf. tU \%^ 

0/ December t 1 766. 
• The Hduie (according ^0 brfb*! te^ 
fdhrti itfeif into a committee df the 
whole Houfe, upon the mdftg^ of his 
Excellettcy the Governor, of the 17 A 
of November laft, relating to the jio* 
vifiOh required for his Majefty's troops 
quartered in this colony i~after fottit 
time fpent therein, Mr, Speaker re- 
fumed the ch.ir, aftd Mf . Milip LJ-. 
tringfton reported thereroltttton of fhi 
committee theKon, i^^ch &e^t«sd iii 
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Ms place, aad afterwards delivered 
it in at the table, where the iame 
was again tead, and is as follows ; 
. vi2* 

<' Reiblvcd, That it is the opinion 
of this committee^ that an humble 
. addrels be prefented to his Excellency 
the Governor, in anfwer to the faid 
.meflage, ihewing that the General 
Afiembly cannot, coniiftent with the 
tnlft repofed in them by their coq- 
fiitoents, comply with the requifiuon 
made by the (aid melTage, and that 
the reafons thereof be fet forth ia the 
faid addrefs. , 

*' Refolyed, (Nemine Contradicente) 
That the Houfe do agree with the 
committee in the faid rcfoludion.'' . 

The Houfe (according to order) 
refolved itfelf into a committee of the 
whole Houfe upon his Excellency's 
fpeech, and the feveral other paj^rs 
' referred diereto :— after fome time 
•ipent therein, Mr. Speaker refumed 
the chair, and Colonel Seaman, in 
^l>ehalf of Mr. Philip Livingfton, re- 
sorted, the proceeding of the com- 
mittee, which he read in his place, 
and afterwards delivered in at the 
table, where the fame were again 
jead and agreed to by the Houfe, and 
Ure as follows ; viz. 

** That upon reading of the mef. 
fage from his Excellency the Go- 
,vernor, of the 8th infant, recom- 
mending a cpmpenfation to. be lAade 
to the detadimehts of his Majeily's 
28th and 46th regiments that were 
employed in quieting, the diforders 
m the counties of Duchefs and Al- 
bany, Mr. Juftice Livingfton moved, 
|hat there be allowed to each private 
man of the 46th regiment the Aim of 
twenty (hillings, and to each private 
man of the 28th the fum of tea 
■fhilKnga, as a gratuitity for their 
fcrvices.'* 

] And a debate arifing, and the 
gueftion being put upon the .£iid 
motion, it was carried in the negative, 
in th^^nuuuier following; viz» 



FertbtJiffirmatiffi Forthi Negbtivt 
Col. Uviagflon Mr. Speaker * 
Mri Crnger Mr. Kiflam ; 

, Mr. Bayard Mr. Boerum 

Col. PhilLpfe Mr. Schenk 

Mr. Holland Mr. Thomas 

Mr. de Lancey Col. Haring 
Mr. JuiHce Li- Mr. Philip Li- 
- vingfton vingfton 

.Mr. Miller Capt.' Seaman 

Col. Seaman. ; 
[Upon all divifions, the names of 
the gentlemen, fir and a^aiftfi, sLtt 
entered upon the journals.] 

Die Saiiati, 9 ho* Ji, M. the iyh <f 

December, iy66. 

The engroffed bill, intituled, *' An 
A&, for paying the Salaries and Ser- 
vices of the leveral Officers of the 
Xjovernment, from the i ft Day of 
,September, One Thoufand Seven 
Hundred and Sixty-Six, to the i ft 
Day of September, One Thoufand 
Seven Hundred and Sixty-Seven, iip- 
clufive, and other Services therein^ 
mentioned," was read the third 
time. 

Refolved, That the-bill do pafs. 

Ordered, That Mr. Cruger and 
Mr. Bayard do carry the bill to the 
Council, and defij-e their concurrence 
thereto. .7 

A petition of Jacob Dyckitian, 
junior, Benjamin Palmer, and John 
Vermillie, was }>refented to the Houfe 
and read, praying a reimboHement 
of the expence they have been at in 
building a free bridge over Harlem 
River, ni?h King's Brid^^e. 

Ordered, ^ That the faid petition be 
referred to the confideration of the 
committee to whom the memorial of 
Col, Philipfe is committed. 

The Houfe then refolved itfelf into 
a committee of the'whole Houfe upon 
the faid memorial and petition! — 
after fome time fpent therein, Mn 
Speaker refumed the diair, and Mr. 
Kiflam reported the refolution of the 
committee^ which he xead in his 

p1ace» 
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|flace« and afterwards delivered in at 
t^e table, and is as follows ; viz. 

'* Refolvcd, That it is the opinion 
of this committee, that the further 
confideratibn of the faid piemorial and 
petition be poftponed ontil the fecond 
Tuef^ay next, after the firft meeting 
. of this Houfe, after the ift day of 
May next.*' 

, And the faid refolndon being again 
read, 

" Refolved, That the Houfe do' 
agree with the committee in the faid 
refolution.'* 

Sie Luiu»^ 3 ho, P. M. the lyb of 
December^ 1766. 

The engroflcd addrefs to his Ex;^ 
cellency the Governor was read, and 
approved of by the Houfe. 

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker fign 
the faid addrefs in behalf of the 
.Houfe, which is in the following 
words; viz. 

TV his Excellency Sir Henry Moore, 

Bart, Captmn-General and Qovemor 

in Chief in and over the Colony of 

New-Yorky and the Territories de^ 

pending thereon in America^ Qhan- 

cellor, and Vice Admiral of the fame. 

The Humble Addrefs of the General Af 

fembly of the faid. Colony. 

Mof it pleafeyour Excellency, 

We his Majeity's moft dutiful and 

loyal fubje^ the General AfTemblv of 

the. Colony of New- York, have taken 

your Excellency's mefTage of the 17th 

of November laft into our moil ferious 

confideration, and beg leave to aflure 

your Excellency, that nothing would 

give us gi«ater pleafure, than to find 

It in our power to comply with every 

requifition tending in any manner to 

promote his Majefty's fervice. It is, 

therefore, with great concern, that 

./ ^ find it impoffible to comply w^th 

what is now demanded, confi/lent 

with our obligations to our confti- 

tuents. We fhall always be ready to 

give the ampleft teftimonies of our 

loyalty to his Majefty, and fut^fiion 

C9^ hjs government, from, which we 

humbly conceive we do not deviate^ 
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when we (hew a remd to tke in*; 
terefb of his f^thfuTfubjeda yi thii 
Qolony, abfolately neceOTary to tlieurt 
prefervation. 

. We hope it will.be confidercd, that 
we are choifn to nukefuch a pvo-. 
vifion for the fupport of hit Miijelby'a 
government in this Colony (aa well 
as for other important purpofes) as if. 
moft fuitable to the circumftanqE;s^. 
the people we reprefent, and that we. 
fbpuld be guilty of a breach of that 
moft. facred tri^ft, if \^e ihould loid^ 
them with burthens we are incapable 
of fupporting. 

In the provifion we made laft fe(^ 
fion fpr quarteriiig two battalions ani^ 
o^e company of artillc^, we load^ 
ourfelves with a burthen much greater 
than anjr of the neighbouring govern- 
ments he under fpr that fervice, and 
i^ugined, th?|t idj from being cen« 
fured on th^t account, it wo^ld be 
accepted as a new inftanct of that 
loyalty and afiTedion to his Majefty's^ 
government^ of which this Colony 
has exhibited fo many proo&. 

We beg leave further to reprefent 
to your Excelleiicy, that by the a6t 
of parliament it appears to be the. 
intention of the legiflature to provide 
for the quartering fojdien only on a 
march, but according to the con- 
ftrudUon put on it here, it roquired 
that all the forces which ihall at any^ 
tithe enter this Colony, ftiall be quar- " 
tered during the whole year in a very 
nnufual and expenfive manner. That . 
by the marching (everal regiments 
into this Colony, ibis expence would 
become, ruinous and infupportable. , 
And, therefore, we cannot, confiftent ; 
with ouf duty to, our conftituents, put 
it in the power of any perfon (what- - 
foever confidence we may have in his 
prudence and integrity) to lay fuch a 
burthen on them. 

We ihould be very ferry to differ 
from your j^xjcellency on thi^ or any 
other political fubjed, and therefore 
it is proper to offer thefe matters to 
your confideration, in hopes that they . 
will he fufiicient to demonftrate^ that*^ 
X 2 the 



Digitized by 



Google 



Vf^n'i^(|»ifedra^ 6f'-a natuir^ ((«(»' 

And, therefore, wc humWf mftta 
ybiir £^^etiea«3r tb^'i^t eitr coAdua ia 
the moft ftV4)UrabKe» fiat is m id» n-iie 
light, b^ itprcfenring that o^ir ftOtt*. 
doajplMHicft on thia occaiioh pTodC^di 
miirtly from a juft fenfe of what Ottr 
Atty requires. By order of tkt Ge^ 
liVr&t Aflembly. 

, W Nicott, Speakel'* 
Aff^h\fjdhan^^y t>tt. ^5, 1766. 

Refotved^ That the faid addrei^ b# 
preiented to his Excellency by th^ 
whole" Hdtrfc;i • 

Bfcemher^ 1766-. ' 

IWr. Speaker reportti, . that the 
Hotrfc had attejwad bU Bxcelkiic)^ 
the Governor mth thek hurtble a4* 
"drefe^ accordfng to his apJoint|»dttt^ 
and that bs EyihX^tj had betfn 
p^^fedfo return the <bllowi«g-ahfwer 
thereto? vw. 

' '■ Gentlemen of tkt General Ajffhu^fyt 

' It; is with no fiaall conerrn, tha • I 
find the ieij^imeflts of thii Hoiifd dif- 
fcri^g ft> much from mine, i« regjtrd 
to tl\c fubjeft fozxtt of ^hc ^ddrel^ 
now p'cjettted to ine, which (ball hf 
the fitft opportunity be traftimitted to 
the ^ecnitary of State, in order to be 
laid before hU Majefty.*' • 
Pief^hieris, g bo. J. M, the V^h of 

' &eceinher, 1766, 

" A mtHagc f om his Excellency the 
Governor, by Mr. Banyar, Peputy- 
Secretary. 

Mr. Speaker, His- Excellency the 
Governor requires the imme3ra:e at- 
tendance of this H^)ufe in the Courtcil 
Chamber, at the houfe of Mr. 
Matthew Erneft. 

• Mri Speaker left the chair; and 
with the Houfe attended" accordingly, 
where his Excel^.ency, iri the prefence 
oF the ebunci!-, was pleafed to givje 
hiff alTeixt to twenty a^ paflfed'. (his* 
iefiion^ ' ' ' . 

A-nd after the fanre was pub^ifhicF 
III the ufual mantier; Bi? E:<t^dHt^nty-. 



AiTen^bHr till Tuitl&f Ite I9i& di^; 

c(f March, \f6^^ 

fii %ag^ ^i It id tfddcvd Aat dw.> 
Afl^it^b^s of MitfbAi^ufeCt's Bay wA 
New- York, petiliofHid is i7643gaiDli 
idKt ^(M^iofk Ifo^hsirgi^ll&ili^^utief 
in America ; and that thefe petitions 
#ere.fuppre^ed.-/^Fl'k>rDocaineKts, 
p* ^9 J^^ft column.) 

[Tfe Edftor B#ri#ig &g6n fev©utt4 

with '^opk^ of fbdir f^tlfiDDS^ ki^ern^ 

them as foon as pofTible.] 

Cop of an Addrefs to the King, fropi 

,iht CouJteU aiftd fkufi of JisS^r^f^ 

the Province of FrrgiMfit 
T^ the kif^'f Mo^ ExtillefH Madefy. 
• hhft Gritcioui ^&veriifti^ 

We your Maj^^' dutiful ajM Joy at 
(ttbjed^, Ifhe Council und Bnrgeffes of 
your ancient colo*iy attd dtstoinion of' 
Virginia, now ftfet in* General Af- . 
fesTibly,, beg le-ave to affure y<>ur Mt- 
jcffy of ouf fn-m \xA i^J^iolablJi attach- 
rnent to your f^erl?d p&r(bii« aaxl ^* 
vprrim>!nt : Arid a%; t^ftr faifl^JFbl fub* 
jefts here have at aft twnes beea*Kea- 
lou^ t6 dethrnftratt fhb t*uth, by a 
ready coil^p*i?!nc§ wi^h the roy«Ire- 
Cjutfition^ during ^1^ late war, bjr 
which a heavy and oppfefllvr debt of 
near half a million hadi been in* 
cnrred ; fo at this time they impler^ 
permiffion to approach the thi*one with 
humble confidence, and to entreat 
that your Mc.jefty will ht iracioufly 
pleafed to prote^ your people of thif 
Colony in the enjoyrtientbf thfeir aii» 
cient and IneftimtiBle ri^ht of beifig 
governed by. flich laws, refpeftmg 
«\eir internal polity and taxation, as 
ate derived from tlieir own confentj 
wi h die approbation of their foVereigh • 
or his fubftitnte: — aright', which af 
mzVi and the defcendants of Britonsi|i< 
they have ever qulct'v poffeflfed, fince 
fil-ft by royal permiffion and* encoa- 
rkgement they left the mother king*- 
dbnl t^ extend its cofnmercc and do-, 
ih£AiojD. . ■ 
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ViTgitria iftoft httmbljr 



iftbft httmbly atid Httani* 
iftodlf koptt, that this inValtfal^ 
biHh-A^ht, defcenNSed ro %heiA f^oltt 
tfteir anrfeftort, and m wl^cfc tlwy 
Jiave b^n j)rote6ted by your foy&\ 
predece^llb^, will ndf bfe ftrlfer^ td 
rtceive injury andcr the rci^ of yoftf 
ftieted Majcily, already fo iiltiftitotifly 
diftinguJflied bv your graciotts at- 
tentkin to the liberties of the p*op!ie. 

That ybtrr M^t?fty ttiay long Hve 
tb rtiakfe natiCtts happy, h-the ardeftt 
prayer of ymir feithfal fabjefts the 
Council and Btirgdfts of Virginia* 
fy the ki^t Hommrithk the L^rtls 

Sfiritnal uni fempttrttl^ in farUu" 

went offeMbfeti* 
Thff MtmdtTdl of the Cdtntil and Bur*' 

^sfes tffFirgiitia, now met in General 

Jpifthly, 
Humbly Hepriijetttf^ 

That your Memorialifts hope att 
applicatim^ to yOur Lordftips, the 
fixed and ^ercdTtaiy gaardians of 
Britifh liberty, wHl not be thought 
improper at this time, when m^furcs 
afe prdpofcd fiibveriiVe, ks they con- 



iftjtfftii^e* 

Yotrf W^W^arHfe ^ctmfiei^tJ it t<y Vfe 
a ftrtdami&ntdl prtfrctpfe of tlic Britaii 
csonftitutiort, wifhoht whrch frfecdotit 
oan no w^ri& exift 5 ^ha* <lie J)^gpfc 
»t not fubjea to any ta:^^, httt ftA 
^ dre lai* on tbetn by tfheir own coh* 
ftnt, dt %y thofe who afe legally ap» 
pmnted ttl reprefent them : Fit>peftf 
1*1^(1 betoine too precarious fbr the ge^ 
nitjs of a free people, which tan b^ 
taken fi 6m them at the wiH of othtttt^ 
^\\o catinot know what taxes foth peor» 
pie can beat, or the eafiefl taooK oF 
ra'fitig them ; and who are hot uhder 
that reftraint, which is the gteiteft fe- . 
ettrity againft a burthenfome taxattion, 
when the repreftntatrves themfelvfc^ 
muft be afiefted by every tax impbfed 
on the peoplerx 

Your MemorlaUfts are therefore led 
into an humble confidence, tliat your 
lordftitpa will not think any reifon M- 
ficient to fupport fuch a power in the 
Bntifti parliament, where the coloitics 
cannot be rcpreftnted ; a power nearer 
before tonftitutionally aflurtied, and 
ceirc, 6f that freedom which alt men,' which if they h4ve a right tte (Btefcife 
Specially thofe Who derive then- con-' on any 6Ccafi6n, trtuft neceffarily efta-* 



IHttition frofflf Britain, have a right 
try enjoy : and they flatter themfdves 
that your Lordfliips will not look upon 
them as obgefts {o unworthy your at- 
tention, as ta regard any iinpt(Jptix?ty 
in the form or manner of their ap^li- 
cation^ for your Lordfhip's prote^rotl 
of their juft and undoubted rights as 
Britons. 

It CHnnot be pi«fumpttbn lA ydor* 
ittemorialifts', to call thefnfiilves by* 
this diftrngmflted naine, fince threy are- 
descended from Britons, who left their 
ffative country to extend it*s territory* 
afrd dominion, and jvho liappily ior 
Britain, and, as your Memorialifts; 
crnc^ thought for themfelves too, ef-' 
ffefled this purpofe. As our anceRbrs 



b'Mi this melancholy truth. That tht? 
ifthabitatits of the cotenies are "th« 
flaves of Britons, from whom they 
are defcended, and from ifjhxim th^y 
rfiight expe(Jl ev(?fy indulgence, that 
the obfigatTcns of intdreffand iffedh)tt 
can entitle them to. 

Your Memorialiifb have been in-' 
vfefted with the right of taxing Aeir 
own people, from the firft eftablifh. 
inent of a regular govemmeht in the- 
colony ; and rcquifidbns haire been 
cdnftanrty Yhade to them by thefr So- 
vereigns, on all occafions, when the 
affiftsmce of the colony was thought 
nfcceflary, to prpferve the Britift in* 
t^eft in America, from whence they 
muif cbnclude they cannot now be de« 
prived of a right they have fo long 



iJrought with them every right and' 

jjrivilege they could with juftice claim,' enjoyed, and which tbey have never 
itr their mother kingdom i theiY Je-' forfeited.- > 

^cntiantf <nay cotrck^de tkey catiiofti ' The cxpenccs incurred during the 
►.. . •is* 
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1^ wai;, in-CQiimliaiiCQ with the de* 
nands on this colony, by our late and 
Wf fent moft gracious Sovereigns^ have , 
Ipvolyed us in a debt of near half ^ 
lllillion z, a defa^t not likely to decreaie 
under the continued expence we are a^ 
la providing for thefecarity of the 
|>CO|>le again ft the ii^cnrlions of ov^ 
^vage neighbours,^ at; a time when 
^e low ftate of oar ftaple commo^ityj^ 
^ei total want of fpecie, and the late 
lefirldUons i^pon the trade of the co- 
IcUJLles,^ render the ciroumftances^ of the 
|^CiG|pIe extremely diftrefs ful^^ and which. 



C If MEN' T ^ 
Britain in parliament afiembled, thjit> 
in a committee of the whole Hoiklen 
t]ie 17 th day of March .laftj, it wa& 
refolved. That towards defending, 
protedi^ig and fecuring the Britifli 
coioivte^ ^Qd plantations in Ameri^ca»- 
it may be proper to charge certaii^ 
ftamp duties in the faid colonies and 
plantations ; and it being appre^ 
hended that tl^e f^me fubjedt which 
was then declined, may be refumed 
a^d further purfued in a fucceedin^ 
ie^on, the Council atid S.urgeii*es of 
Virginia met in General Affembly, 



1^ taxes are accumulated upon them b^ judge it their indiipenfable duty in a 
tluB Britlfh Parliamentj, will make them xefpedful manner, but with decent. 



If uly deplorable 

* Your Me^orialifts cannot fuggeft to 
tluemfelves, any reafon why they fhauld 
*ot ftUl^be trufted with the property of 
^eirpibople, with whofe abilities,, and 
iiii^h^ burthenfome mode of taxing, 
(witix great deference to the fuperior 
wifdQm of Parliament) ;hey i^uft l^ 
kclt 4j;;q^uainted. 

YofUr ^lemorialifts hope they (hall 
%f^ be fulpe^ed of being aduated 91^ 
thi& occafion "by any principles fa^ 
f&pfe of the pjjreft loyalty *^nd a/- 
4'^on* as they always endeavoured^ 
\^Y' their condua, to demonilrate that 
^ey confider their connections witk 
Great-Britain* the feat of Libe^rtyj^ as 
$^i^ greateft happineG. 

I* h^, duty they owe to theijnfelve^ 
vA Aeir pofterity, lays your Memo- 
jji^ifts under the necpffity of endea- 
\<imn^to eUabliih their conftituti^on 
t^^ Us proper foundation. And 
tixey do moil humbly pray your Lord 



iirmnefs, to rembnfbrate againft fuch' 
a meafure ; that at leafi a ceifion o£ 
thoie rights, which in their opinioit^ 
n^^ul^ be in/ringed by that, pro- 
cedure, may not be infei:red trom 
their iilence at & important a. 

They conceive it is eiJTential to Bri-^ 
tifh liberty that la\fr$ impoiing taxes 
on the people ought not to be made, 
without t;he confeut of reprefentacives 
choff u by thenvfeiyes ; who, at the 
fame time that they are ac<][uaixited 
with the circumilances of their confU- 
tuentSj^ fufiaui a proportion of the 
burthen laid on them. This privi- 
lege iniierenc in the perfons who difl 
<;pvered and fettled thefe regions,^ 
could not be renounced, or forfeited 
by their removal hither, n9t as vaga- 
bonds and fugitives^ but Ijicenfed and 
ejacQiU'aged by theiir Prince, and ani- 
mated with a laudable defi're of en- 
larging the Britiih dominion, and 



iiigs, to. take this fubjedl into your extehdmg its ^ominerce ; on the con-. 



^pAAderatiou, with the attention that 
^, due tg the well-being of the co- 
lonies* on jWhich the profperiy of 
. Creat. Britain does in a great meafure. 
<|e.gend^ 

fo^ tj>s Ri^^t H<im)urahk the Knights^ 
f^itizumy. and Burgeffes of Qreat" 
BtfitaJn, ifi Parliament affimbUd. 
^bs. Rvnonfirancs of the Council and 

Burgpffes of Virginia. 

, It appearing by the printed vqte^ 

^tjhc lloufe of Commons of Great- 



tcary it wi|s fecur^d to them and their, 
defcendants, with all other lights andl 
immunities of Bridih fiil^iiedts, by a. 
royal charter, which hath been inva- 
riably recognized, and confirmed by 
His Majeily and his predecefTors in, 
their coinmiflions to the feveral Go-^ 
vernoijs, granting a power, ^nd pre- 
fcribing a form ot legiilation : accord- 
ing to which, laws for the admini- 
fixation of jufUce, ac^d for the welfare 

and ' 
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«nd good government of the cokmy, 
have been ena^d by the Governor^ 
Council and General AflTembly ; and 
.to them reqttiiitions^ and applications 
for fupplies have been directed by the 
vcrowa. As an inllance of the opi- 
nion which former fovereigns enter- 
tained of thefe rights and privileges, 
we beg leave to refer to three adis of 
.the General AiTembly, pafTed in the 
thirty-fecond year of the reign of 
King Charles the Second (one of 
which is in titled. An ft& for rai^ 
Jtng a publick revenue for the betUr 
fupport of the government of His Ma^ 
jeftfs Colony of Virginia, impofine 
feveral duties for that purpofe) whicn 
being thought abfolutely neceiTary, 
were prepared in England, and 
fent tntt by their then Governor^ the 
Lord Culpepper, to be paiTed by the 
General Affembly, with a full power 
to give the royal alTent thereto ; and 
which were accordingly paffed after 
feveral amendments were made to 
them here. Thus tender was His 
'Majefty of the rights of his American 
fubjedts : and the remonflrams do not 
difcern by what diflindUon they can 
be deprived of that facred birthright 
and moft valuable inheritance, by 
their fellow-fubjedb ; nor with what 
propriety they can be Uxed or affeded 
in their eftates by the parliament,, 
wherein they are not, and indeed 
fannot, conititurionally be repre- 
sented. 

And if it were proper for the pai'- 
liament to impofe taxes on the colo- 
nies at all, which the remonHrants 
take leave to think would be incon- 
Ment with the fundamental princi- 
ples of the conftitution, the exercife 
di that power at this time would be 
ruinous to Virginia, who exerted her- 
felf in the late war it is feared beyond 
her ftrengthi infomuch that to re- 
deem the money granted for that exi- 
gence, her people are taxed for fe- 
veral years to come : this, with the 
large expence» incurred for defending 
the frontie» a^ainft the reftlefs In*> 
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dians, who have infefted her as mack 
fince the peace as before, is fo grie* 
voos that an increafe cMf the hurtheA 
will be intolerable; efpeclally as lh« 
peojple arc very greatly diftrefled aU 
ready from the fcarcity of circulating 
cafh amongft them, and from the lit^ 
tie value of their ^aple at the British 
markets. 

And it is prefumed, that adding \Xk 
that load which tt^e colony now la» 
hours under, will not be more. op«. 
preffive to her people than deiruAiv© 
oftheintereft of Great-Britain: for 
the plantation trade, confined as it tt 
to the mother-country, hath been ft 
principal means of multiplying and 
inriching her inhabitants ; andifmit 
too much difcouraged^ may prove &in 
inexhauftible fburce of treafiu-e to thd 
nation. For fatisfadion in this pomt> 
let the prefent flate of the Bridfil 
fleet and trade be compared wi^ 
what they were before the fettlemeiat 
of the colonies ; and let it be confix 
dered, that whilfl property in land 
jnay be acquired on y^vf eafy terms, 
in the vail uncultivated territory of 
North America, the colonifts will be 
moftly, if not wholly employed Xii 
agriculture 5 whereby the exportation i 
of their commodities to Great-Britain, 
and the confumption of their manu* 
fadlures fupplied from thence, will 
be daily increafing. But this moft 
defirable connexion between Great* 
Britain and her colonies, fupported 
by fuch an happy intercourfe of reci- 
procal benefits as is conrinually ad» 
vancing the proiperity of both, muft 
be interrupted, if the people ef th^ 
latter, reduced to extreme poverty^ 
ihould be compelled to manufadure 
thofe articles they have been hitherto 
fumifhed with from the former. 

From thefe confiderations it is hop- 
ed that the Honourable Houfe 0/ 
Commoas will not profecute a mea« 
fure, which thofe who may fuffer ifc 
cannot but look upon as fitter for 
exiles . driven from their native €oun« 
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try after igtionrfnjotii!]^^ forftlting h^ 
fEYOur^ and protedHon^ thait for the 
fpfterity of Iritons, who h^ve at a'l 
'timc$ been forward ta demoiif&ate all 
due reverence to the mother-kingdom, 
fuid are fb inihniment^l in promotine 
ler glory and felicity ; and th^t Bri* 
tiih patriots will never confent tp the 
cxercife of anti-iconftitutionaj power j 
wMdi cvci^ in this romQte corn.er 
may be dangerotrs in its , example to 
Ae interior parts of the Britil\ em- 
pire, and W'ft certaiuly be detrimei>- 
tal to its commerce. 
Jtf tkf Hbnourabk the Cftmmons of 
Greaf-pxi^nt /> Parliament ajpm^ 

' hM. ;. - 

^he Petition of ^be Council ofid'Uouk 
df Refrejiu^ii'ves of his. Ma^efifs 
rromince of MaJ[achuJeti-^ay, 

$fo^ bumhl^ Jhs'wetk^ 
That the aft pafled in tht fait kf- 
fiori of parKament entitled. An a& 
granting certain duties in tfi^ Britijh <•«- 
tonies and J^lantatious in America^ l^c. 
tnuft neceffariiy bring many burdens 
. on the inhabitants of thoie colonies 
mA planta4ons, which yqur peti- 
tioners conceive, vCrould not have t)een 
impofed, if a full reprefentation of 
the ftate of the colonies had been 
made ta this honourable houfe. 

That the duties laid upon foreigp 
fugars and molafTes by a former aft 
or parliament, entitled, Jit aSi for 
ihe better fecuring^ and encouraging the 
trade of his Majefifs fugar cobnies in 
America : if the aft had been execu- 
ted with rigor, muft have had the 
effeft of an ablblute prohibition. 

That the duties laid on thofe arti^ 
"cleR by the prefent aft ilill remain 
fi) great, that, however otherwife in- 
tended, they mufl undoubtedly have 
the fame effeft. 

That the importation of foreign 
moiaiTes into this province in particu- 
hr^ is of the greateft importance, 
az^d a prohibition will be prejudicial 
to many branches of its trade, and 
will leiien the confumption of the 
Jmanofaftures of Great- Britain. 



' That this ?nK>6rtance d«ic$ tjot trife 
merely nor principally from the ne- 
cef ty of foreign molaffiss, ii^ order 
to its being confuQied or diftilled 
within ttfis profince. 

That if the trade fcr manr ytfarar 
carried cm for foreign molaflcs can 
no longer be continued, a vent cannot 
be fcnnd for more than one half th<f 
fth of injbnor quality, which h 
caught and cored by the inhahitant» 
«ff this province; the Frend^ p»mit- 
ting n^ fi<h to be carried by foreign- 
ers to any of their iflands, unlelii it 
be bartered or ej^changed for mo» 
|affes« 

That if there be no Me of fifl^ of 
inferior quality, it will be impoffible 
to continue the filhery ; the ftih ufual- 
Ij fent to Europe wLl then coft fb 
&ar, that the French wiH be able to 
nnderfell the Engltfh at all the Euio. 
pean markets, and by this means one 
of the moft valuable returns to Great- 
Jritain will be utterly loft, and that 
great nurfery of feamen dtftroyed. 

That the rcftraints laid upon the 
exportation of timber, lyoards, ftaves^ 
apd other lumber from the. colonics 
to Ireland and other pajrts of Europe, 
except Great- Britain, muft greatly 
affeft the trade of this province, and 
difcourage the clearing and improyw 
•fng the lands which are yet nnculd* 
rated, 

. That the powers given by the late 
aft to the court of vice-admiralty con- 
ftititcd over all America, are fo tx* 
prefled, as to leave it doubtful, nvhe- 
ther goods feized for illicit importa* 
tion in any of the colonies, may not 
be removed to any other colony where 
the judge n^ay refide, although at 
many hundrea miles diftance from the 
place of feizuie. 

That, it this conftruftion fhould be 
admitted, many p rions, however le- 
gally their goovs may hive been im- 
ported, muft lofe thJr proper tyv 
merely from an inibiliy of fokowing 
after it, and making that deduce 
which they ;night do,, if the trial had 

been 
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been in the colony where the goods 
were feized; that this conftrudlion 
would be fo much the more grievous, 
feeing that in America, the officers 
by this adl are indemnified in cafe of 
feizure, whfenfoever the judge of ad- 
miralty ihall certify that there was- 
probable caufe ; and the claimant can 
neither have coils^ nor maintain an 
action againft the perfons feizing, how 
much foever he may have expended 
in defence of his property. 

That the cxtenfion of the powers 
of courts of vice-admiralty^ have, ib 
far as the jurifdidion of the faid courts 
have been extended, deprived jhc co- 
lonies of one of the moll valuable of 
finglifli liberties, trials by juries. , 

That every adl of parliament, 
which in this refpe6l diftinguilhes his 
Majefty's fubjedls in the' colonies, 
from their fellow- lubj efts in Great- 
Britain, muft create a very fenfible 
concern and grief. 

That there have been communica- 
ted to your petitioners fundry refolo- 
tions of the Houfe of Commons in 
their la'd: fefiion, for impojiing flamp 
duties or, taxes npon the inhabitants 
of the colonies, coniideration whereof 
was referred to the next feifion. 

That your petitioners acknow- 
ledge with all gratitude, the tender- 
nefs of the legiflature of Great-Bri- 
tain, of the liberties and privileges of 
the fubjefts in the colonies, who have 
always judged by their reprefenta- 
tives, bot)i of the way and manner 
in which internal taxes ihould be rai- 
ied within the refpedivc govern- 
ments. 

That they humbly hope the colo- 
nies in general have fo demeaned 
themfelves, more efpecially during 
the late war, as Hill to deferve the 
continuance of all thpfe liberties and 
privileges which th^y have hitherto 
enjoyed. 

That although during the war the 
faxes upon the coloniei were greater 
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than they have been fince the tronclu- 
iion of it, yet the fources by which 
the inhabitants were enabled to pay 
their taxes haviiig ceafed, and their 
trade bteing decayed, they are not fo 
able to pay the taxes they are fub- 
jeded to. in time of peace, as they* 
were the gwater taxes in time of 
war. 

That one principal difficulty which 
has ever attended the trade of the co- 
lonies proceeds from the fcarcity of 
money, which fcarcity is caufed by 
the balance of trade with Great-Bri- 
tain, which has been continually a-v 
gainft the colonies. * 

That the drawing fums of money 
from the colonies from time to time, 
muft diftrefs the- trade to that degree, 
that eventually Great-6ritain itiufl 
lofe more by the diminution of the 
confumption of her manufadures, 
than all the fums which it is poffiblo 
for the colonies thus to pay can a)un* 
tervail. 

That they humbly conceive, if the 
taxes which the inhabitants of this 
province are obliged annually to pay 
towards the fupport of the internal 
government, the reftraint they are 
under in their trade, for the benefit 
of Great-Britain, and the confump^ 
tion thereby occafioned of Britifh ma<« 
nufadures be all confidered, and have 
their due weight, it muft appear^ 
that the fubjefts in this province, are 
as fully burthened as their fellow- 
fubjedis in Britain, and that they are, 
whiift in America^ more beneficial 
to the nation than they could be if 
they Ihould be removed to Brttain, ' 
and there held to a full proportiori of 
the national taxes and duties of every 
kind. 

Your petitioners therefore moft 
humbly pray, that they may be reliev- 
ed from the burdens, -which they have 
humbly reprefented to have been 
brought upon them by the late adt of 
parliament, gs to the wifdom of the 
y honouc-i 
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honourable houdt ihall feem meet; 
that the privileges of the colonies, re- 
lative to their internal taxes, which 
they have ib l(Mig enjoyed, may ftili 
be continued to them, or that the 
€on£deration of fuch taxet upon the 
colonies may be referred until your 
petitioners, in conjunftion with the 
other governments, can have oppor« 
tunity to piake a m6re«full r^prefenta- 
iion of the flate and condition of the 
colonies, and the intereil of Great- 
firitain with regard to them. 
' ^^* The Petitions and Reprefentsttimtt 
from Nenv'Torky Rbede'IJland,i^€. ar$ 
U the /am effeS. 

-' 

OnPridaythe 15 th of May, 1767, 
Mr. Fuller having reported to tnm 
Houfe of Commons from the com* 
mittee of the wlu)Ie houfe, to whom 
it wsis referred, to con&der of the 
£iveral papers which had been pre* 
jbnted to the houfe this feffion of parr 
Hament, relating to the North Ame- 
rican colonies — feveral reibludons, 
importing/ That it appeared to the 
committee, that the Houfe of Re- 
prefentatives of his Majefty's province 
of New-York, have, in direftdifobe- 
dience of the authority of the legifla- 
ture of Great-Britain, refufed to make 
provifion for fupplying with necefTa- 
ries his Majefty's troops, in fuch 
manner as is required by an a6t of 
parliament, made in the 5th year of 
his Majefty's reign, intituled, * An 

* n£tto amend and render more ef- 
' fedtual, in his Majeily's dominions 

* in America, an aft pafied in this pre- 

* fent feflions of parliment, entitled, 

* An aft for punilhing mutiny and 

* defertion, apd fgr the better pay- 

* ment of the army add their quar- 

* ters.' 

Alfo that it appeared to the com- 
mittee, that an aft of afTembly hath 
^en paiTed in the faid province,, for 
fnrniihing the barracks in the cities 

o[ NewoYork 4&d 4lbApyi vith &e^ 



wood and candles, and other n€ceffa^ 
ries therein mentioned, for.hisMa- 
jefty'i forces, inconfiftent with the 
provifions^ and in oppofition to thil 
direftions of the faid aft of parlia- 
ment. 

Alfoy that it is the opinion of the 
committee/ that until provifion ihall 
have been made by the faid AfTembly^ 
§or furnifhing the King's troops, with 
1^1 the necei&ries jrequited by the faid 
eft of parliament, the governor, eoun-* 
dl, and aflembly, be refpeftively re- 
ftrained and prohibited from paffingf 
or aflenting to any a<6i of AfTembly^ 
for any odier purpofe whatever;— 
end in confequence of thefe refolii- 
tions, k bill was brought in> and" 
paffed* 

la th^ debate on this bill Gov^ 
Pownall faid. Are > cm determined front 
hence to direft and regulate the ^oar« 
tering of the Kind's troopvin North 
America ? — ^Do it in a way^ that bring! 
it home to the executive power there, 
to carry your direftions and regular 
tions into execution ;« explain and 
amend your aft : make it prafticabiej 
make it effeftive^ aitd then you may 
fairly decide whether they deny yoof 
fovereignty or not. You will find 
they do not. If you think your way 
of making an adequate and certaia 
provifion tor the cha^ of this fervice^ 
IS fy the parliaments imfqfing a teit 
Upon the people for that purpofe; 
and that you have power, and it il 
advifeable to exert that power, to tU 
feftoate fuch fupply, by fuch tax, yoa 
need not hefitat^ to avow it openly 
and * direftly ; for the people of the 
colonies, from one end of the cond^ 
nent to the other, do invariably con- 
£der the claufe in the aft of parlia- 
ment, direfUng bow that charge fhall 
be fupplied, as an internal tax iikpofti 
upon tbem^-^'lt is from this idea, that 
every aft of obedience, as well as of 
difobedience to your aft of parlia- 
laS^x, vok^& be Goaftriied and e;^l»n' 

«4 
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ed. Thofe whom you are willing to 
l^nderftand its having obeyed yoor 
m£^, hAve contrived to do it h a modi 
which neither recognizes the ad of 
parliament^ nor fubmits to the tax- 
ation—as fuch. And altl^rough you 
m>rerent the afTembly of the province 
0r New- York alone, as havfng revolt- 
pi againii: this power— believe me, 
fhfre $s mt a pro*yince, a colony , or a 
fUtntatioM, thaf luill fuhn^it to et tax 
fbus impofidy more than New-York 
will. All have ihewn their readinefs 
to execute this fervice of quartering 
IQ an adl of their own-*<*a]] hay^, in 
their zeal to provide for it, by ^ grant 
pi their own, provided a Supply to 
imiwer the expence ; — but not one 
^gle^enibly has or ever will, ad 
under the powers and provifions of 
this ad, ' aa' acknowl^ging, and, in 
confequence ^liereof apportioning^ ai- 
jTeffing, and levying, the fupply, as 
k tax^^impoied by parliaiiient^ ^hey 
hare eittier aded without taking no- 
tice at aii of this ^ of parliament, 
©r hav<^ f ontrtvi^ fome way or .other 
to varv in ^me particulars, fufficient 
to ma^ the qpecntion and the tax an 
id of their own. — Try the condqd 
pf every provinct and colony through 
]>y this ride, and you will find nothing 
particular in the c^|e of New- York — 
Don^t fancy^ that yon can di'vide the 
peopk i^en ^bts pointy and that yoU 
need only divide to govern— jw» w/// 
hf this condti^ only unite them tBe more 
infcparably— you will majce the caufc^ 
of New-Yofk a common cauie and 
will call up every o^her province and 
colony to Aand forth in their jufUficar; 
tion —while New- York', learning from 
the complexion of your meafvirc, how 
to avoid or evade the pu^rt of your 
enforcing hilly will fufpend the force of 
it, inftead of \tfujpending the hjenih^ 
pf that province; againii whom it' is 
brought forward. 

The claufe in the^ quartering ad, 
diic^ng that t)ie fopply for l^ia- 
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burfing the expence of quartering th« 
tXQOi^sJball he raifed by the refpediv« 
aiTemblies oi the provinces or colo* 
nies— which is by all the people of 
America, confidered as (and is indeed) 
a tax impofed by parliament, hoM 
brought in fa&y into difcuffion, tha$ 
queflion of the right of taxation y which 
the cautious and (what I think) im- 
prudent wifdom of many have en- 
deavoured to keep wrapped up an4 
fufpended in theory, — Thofe things 
which fchemes of p<^icy wiihed tq 
hold in queilion — ads arid deeds will 
bring into decifion. You have, oa 
one hand, by your declaratory law, 
afferted your right and power of tax- 
ation over the colopies, and fo far ai 
thfs ad goes, you have exerted tha^ 
power. On the other hand, it is a 
fed which the Houfe ought to be ap- 
prized of in all its extent, Tha-T 
TH£ PEOPLE OP America, vni'^ 

VIRSALLY, UNITEDLY, AND UN- 
ALTERABLY, ARE RESOLVED NOT 
TO SUBMIT TO ANT INTERNAL 
TAX IMPOSED UPON THEM BY ANT 
LEGISLATURE, IN WHMCH THET 
HAVE-NOT A SHARE BY REPRESEN- 
TATIVES OF THEIR OWN ELECTION* 

** This claim mui^ not be under-* 
ftopd, as though it were only the pre- 
tences of party-leaders and dema- 
gogues ; as though it were only. th« 
viiions of fpeculative enthufiafb; as 
though it were the mere ebullition of 
a fadion which inuft fubfide; as 
^ough it were only temporary or 
partial^it is the cool, deliberate^ 
principled maxim of ev^ man of 
bufinefs in the country ♦" 

Xhe following Petition from^ the Mtr* 

chants of Ifi'W'Tofrky nvas pre/ented. 

to the Houfe of Coktmons in thfs 

feffion. ' " ' . 

TUis petition fet forth, * That tho 

commerce of the North American cp- 

lonies is fo feverely clogged and re- 

fbided' by the Itatiites of the 4tfa and 
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6tli of his prefeftt Majcfty's reign, as 
to afford a melancholy prefage of its 
dcftruftion, the fatal effc£b of which, 
though firft felt there, muft be finally 
transferred to Great Britain, and cen- 
ter with her merchants and manufac- 
turers : that an evil fb exteniive, could 
not fail of alarming the petitioners, 
whofe fituation expofes them to the 
firft impreffion of this calamity; 
whence they think it their duty to 
implore the houfe to refume the con- 
iideration of the plantation trade, for 
efFedlual redrefs. It is the fmgular 
difadvaiitage of the Northern Britifh 
colonies, that, while they ftand in 
need of vaft quantities of the manu- 
fa£tiires of Great Britain, the country 
produces very little that affords a di- 
reft remittance thithW in payment, 
and therefore firom neceffity they have 
been driven to feek a market for their 
produce, and by a courfe of traffic, 
to acquire either money ok fuch mer- 
chandize, as would anfwer the pur- 
pofc of a remittance, and enable 
them to fqftain their credit with their 
mother country: as the nature of 
the petitioners commerce, when free 
, from the late reftraints, ought to be 
underiiood, they beg leave to obferve, 
that their produce then fent to ou;- 
own and the foreign 'iflands, was 
chiefly bartered for fugar, rum, me- 
lafles, cotton, and indigo ; that the 
fugar, cotton, and indigo, ferved as 
remittance to Great Britain, which 
the rum and melaffes conftituted ef- 
fential branches of their commerce, 
and enabled them to barter with our 
own colonies for iifl> and rice, and by 
that means to purfue a valuable trade 
with Spain, Portugal and Italy, wjiere 
they chiefly obtained money, or bills 
©f exchange in return, and likewifc 
qualified thefti for adventures to Afri- 
ca, where they had the advantage of 
putting off great quantities of Britiih 
maniifaftures, and of receiving in ex- 
change ^old, ivory, and iiaves, which 



laft being difpofed of in the Weft In- 
dia iflands, conimanded money or 
bills : rum was indifpenfable in their 
Indian trade, and with Britifh manu- 
factures, procured furs and ikins,. 
which both ferved for eonfidcrable re- 
turns to Great Britain, and encreafed 
its revenue. The trade to the bay of 
Honduras ^as alfo of great impor^ 
tance, it being managed with^mall 
Cfrgoes of provifions, rum, and Bri- 
tifh manufa£lures, which^ while they 
were at liberty to fend foreign log- 
wood to the different ports in Europe 
furnifiied them with another valuable 
pemittance. From this view, ^t is 
evident that fugar, rum, mela^s and 
logwood, with cotton and indigo, 
are the efTentials of their return car- 
goes, and. the chief fourcos^ from 
Which, in a courfe of'tl'ade they have 
maintained their credit -with Great- 
Britain, That cpnfidering< the pro- 
digious confumption of the produce of 
the Wefl Indies in Great Britiun, Ire- 
land, and the colonies on the tonu- 
nent of America; the rapid increafe 
of thofe colonies ; the vail accefiion 
of fubjeds by the late conquefts ; the 
utter incapacity of our own iiland to 
fupply fo great a demand, will, the 
petitioners, prefume^ be .out of all 
queHion; on the other hand, the 
lumber produced from clearii^g this 
immenfe territory, and the provifions 
extracted from a fertile foil, muft 
raife a fupply fot exportation much 
greater than all our iflands can con- 
fume; it feems therefore conMent 
with found policy, to inddge thofp 
colonies both in the free and unre- 
drained exportation of all the lumber 
and produce they can fparen and an 
• ample importation of fugar, rum and 
melafTes, to fupply the various branch- 
es of their trade; fince without the 
one the clearing of land^ will be dif- 
couraged ; and provifions, for want 
of vent, become of little profit to the 
farmer; without the other> the pe-i 
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^tionersmuft be plunged into a total 
ijicapacity of making good their pay-, 
inents of Britilh debts.; their credit - 
inufl: iink, and their imports from 
Gre^t Britain gradually diminifh, till 
they are con traded' to the narrow 
compafs of remittances, in articles of 
their own pr^fjfice ; whence the colo- 
ijies muft, from inevitable neceffity, 
betake them felves to manufadures of 
their own, which will be attended 
with confequences very detrimental to 
tiiofe of Great Britain. 

The petitioners Jiaving thus repre- 
fented the nature of their commerce, 
huml^ly beg leave to point out the fe- 
Yeral grievances under which it la- 
bours, from the regulajtions prefcnbed 
by the two before-mentioned afts. 
The heavy em barrafFments, which at- 
tend the article of fujgar, is a capital 
fubjeA of complaint; and, befides 
the abfolute neceflity of a great im- 
portation to fullain their trade, it of- 
ten happens, that at the foreign 
iflands a fufficient return-cargo inde- 
pendent of fugar, cannot be procured, 
which renders trade precarious and 
diioouraging ; befides, the high duty 
pf*5s. ^erlinga hundred, is found by 
experience to be fo exceffive, that it 
has induced the fair trader to decline 
tjxat branch of bufinefs, while, to 
people 1^ fcrupulous, it prefents an 
irrefiftible temptation to fn^uggfing. 
That the.preffure of this duty is not 
aggravated, the petitioners appeal to 
the officers of the cuftoms of ^ their 
port^ who muH > confefs that there 
J}ave not been wanting inilances 
where iperchants have been driven to 
the difagreeable neceffity of bringing 
t^eiF very plate into the cuftom-houfe 
to difcharge it. The petitioners there- 
fore moft humbly intreat that a more 
moderate duty be laid on foreign 
fugars, which, they are affurcd, would 
not only greatly promote the profpe- . 
xijty both of thofe colonies and their 
pother {Country, but ejacreafe the 
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royal revenue far beyond what c^n 
be expedled under the prefent re«* 
ftrajnts. The compelling merchanti 
tx> land and (lore foreign fugars in 
Great Britain, before they, are ex* 
ported to other parts of Europe, i$ 
another expenfive and djlatgjjf re- 
ftridiion, without being of any; ijaa- 
terial advantage to the revenue of 
Great Britain ; for it puts it out of 
the petitioners power to meet foreign- 
ers at market \ipon an equal ifootingw 
That Britjfh plantation fugar exportT 
cd from North America, fhould be de- 
clared French on being landed in, 
England, the petitioners conceive may 
be juftly cla/fed among the number 
of hardlhips iriflifted by thbfe regu- 
lations, as in efFeft it deprives them 
of making a remittance in that article^ 
by expoling them to the payment" of 
the foreign, duty in Great Britdn, 
which appears the moft fevere, as, 
their fellow- fubjefts of the iflands ar<? 
left at lioerty to export thofe fugars 
for what they {eally are, and a dif. 
tinftion is formed which ihe petitionr 
ers cannot but regard with uneafinefs. 
That foreign rum, French excepted, 
i$ the next article which the petition- 
ers pioft hunibly propofe for confide- 
ration, as its importation, on a mo- 
derate duty, would add confiderably 
to the revenue, prevent fmuggling,. 
encreafe the fale of Britilh manufac- 
tures, and enable the petitioners to 
bring back the. full v^ue of their car* 
goes, more efpecially from theDariilh 
iflands of St. Thomas and St. Croix, 
where they can only receive half the 
value in fugar and cotton, and con- 
fequently rum alone can be expedled 
for the other half, thofe iflands hav- 
ing no fpice but of a bafe kind. That 
it is with the greateft concern the pe- . 
titioners obferve, that foreign log- 
wood is alfo made fubjeft to the de- 
lay, hazard, and expence of being 
landed in Great Britain ; which with 
jts low price, its bulk, and the duty 

Wlti^ 
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iMth WUdi it is now bufthtned, tnuft 
totally deftra^ that valuable br^ch 
pf the petitioners commerce, and 
tfafow it into the baiids of foreigners 
^fettered with thoft heavy emb^rrafT- 
ahetits. That ttieir lumber and pot^ 
9fh, (fr?en whe(i ihipped for Ireland, 
where 'tfie latter is lo neceffary for the 
fTrogr^is of their linen maniifadui^. 
Wild even provifions, though ^ntende4 
to relieve that kingdom from a fa- 
Siine, ^re fubje^ to the fam? dif^ 
Ireifing impediments ; nor is flax- feed 
f)tt the timely importation of which 
the very exillence of the Jinen manu- 
fedflre immediately depends^ exempt- 
ed : yet both fiax-feed, lumber, and 
pot-alh, may all be imported into 
Jreland ^ireftly from the Baltic, where 
they sLtp purchafed from .foreigners 
under "the n^^^ional difadvantage of 
Ifcing paid for with money infte^ of 
inantifa£lures ; the petitioners, there- 
^e, humbly beg leave to exprefs 
^ir hopes, th^t an evil fo highly 
pfejudicial to them, to the ftaple of 
Jij^iand, and to the triade and manu- 
fe&tires pf Grczt Britain, will not 
hH of obtaining the attention of the 
Honfe, and an immediate and cffec- 
tiial redrefs. The petitioners beg 
leave further to reprefent, that the 
wines from the iflands, in exchz^nge 
Ibr wheat, flour, fifli and lumber^ 
would confiderably augment the im- 
portant article of remittance, was the 
American duty lyithdrawn on expoi?- 
tation to Great Britain : it is there- 
fore humbly fubihitted to the Houfe, 
whether fuch an expedient, calculated 
at once to attach the inhabitants to 
fcufbandry, by cncreafmgthe confrmp- 
tion of American produce, to encpuii- 
age Bridih manufadures by enabling 
the petitioners to make good their 
payments, and to cncreafe the royal 
tevenae by an additional import of 
wines into Great Britain, will not be 
confift^t with the united interefts 
hoih of the mother country and Her 



colonies. The petitioners alfc conr 
^eive that the North American fifhery 
is of the higheft national iniportjince, 
fincc, by annually employing fo great 
a number of ihippino^, it cbnftituteai 
a rej(pe£table norftry tor fe^men, and 
is fo advantageous in remittances ii^ 
payment for Britiih manufadures 2 
whence the petitioners humbly pre- 
fome it will be cheriihed by the 
Houfe, and every impediment removed 
that tends to check its progrefs. The 
enlarging; the jurifHidiion of the ad- 
miralty IS another part of the fourth 
of his Majcfty's reigh, very grievous 
to the trade and navigation of thq 
colonies, and opprefiive to the fbb- 
jeds/ The petitioners beg leave to 
exprefs their warmeil fentiments of 
gratitude for the iadvantages intended 
by parliament in the opening firce 
ports in' iHc iflands of Jamaica and 
Dominica ; yet, at the fame time, can- 
not but lament their being fo unhappy 
as to be unable to reap the berfefits^ 
which, it w^s imagined, would ^cm 
from fo wife a policy. The colle^- 
ing great quantities of the produce of 
Marti nico, Guadaloupe, &c. at the 
ifland of Dominica^ would be of Tea\ 
advantage to the cotonies, were they 
permitted to take them in return fof 
their lumber and provifions* bi^t a% 
they are now prohibited fi^oih taking 
any thing but mejafies, the petition- 
ers think it evident, that they can 
derive no fubftantial advantage tinder 
fcch a reflraint, and are unable to 
difcern the principle on which thi^ 
prohibition is founded ; for jQnce fu- 
gar may be imported dirc£Uy fron^ 
the foreign iflands, it feems mucl^ 
more reafonable toi fufier it from a 
free port belonging to Great Britain.^ 
The petitioners, therefore humbly 
hope, that the Houfe will think it 
equitable to adapt this trade to theip/ 
clrcumftances, by granting them li- 
berty to import intq the colonies all 
Welt India prodndions, in exchange. 
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ibr tKeir commodities ; and thati upon 
the whole^ the petitioners, with the 
greateft anxiety, find themfelves 0* 
bilged to infonn the Houfe, that al- 
though, at the laft iefTon, the neo^ffi* 
ty of relieving the trade of thofe colo- 
nies feems ^o have been univerfally 
admitted, and the tender regard of 
parliament for their happinefs highly 
diflinguiihed ; heverthelefs^ experl^ 
ence has evinced, that the commer- 
cial regulations then ena^ed, inftead 
of remedying, have encreafed the hea- 
vy burthen under which it already la* 
bqured. Hence, upon due coniidera- 
tion, nothing can be more manifeft» 
than that the ability of thofe colonies 
to purchafe the manufactures of Great 
Britain, immediately depends upon» 
and is- infeparably^connedted with the 
progreis of their commerce ; and that 
abOity^ by removing the neceffity of 
home manufa&ures, would leave them 
at liberty to purfue agriculture, in 
which their intereil coniifts* The 
petitioners, therefore, pray the houfe 
to take the above into confideration, 
and to grant fuch relief therein as 
fhall be thought confifbnt with good 
policy, and th^ mutual intereib of 
Great Britain and her colonies. 

The petition was ordered to lie up'- 
cm the table: no other notice was 
taken of it. 



A Letut to Dennis De Berdt, Efqi 

Agent for the Houfe of ReprefentU" 

ti'ves. 
Province of the Maffachufetts^Bay, 
January 12, 1768, 

SIR, 

Since the lafi: fitting of the general 
court,, divers ads of parliament rela- 
ting to the colonies have arrived here : 
and as the people of this province 
had no ihare in the framing thofe 
laws, in which they are fo deeply 
interefted, the Houfe of Represen- 
tatives, who are conftitutioaally en- 
trufted by them a^ the guardians 
of thiciiL-xishts and liberties^ have 
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thought it their indifpenfable isiktf 
carefully XA pernfe them ; and liavinf 
fo done, to point out iuch matters in 
them as appear to be grievous to their, 
cohftituents, and. to feek redrefs^ 

The fundamental rules of the oon« 
ftitution are the grand fecurity of all 
BritKh fubjefls ; and it is a fecuritf 
which they are all equally entitled to 
in all parts of his Majefty's extended 
dominions. The fupreme legiilativc, 
in every frefc ftate, derives its power 
from the conflitution, by the mnda^ 
mental rules of which it is bounded 
and circumfcribed. As a Jegiflatiw 
power is eiTentially requifite, whers 
any powers of government are exer« 
cifed, it is conceived, the feveral le- 
giilattve bodies in America were e« 
se^d, becaufe their exiftence, and 
the free exerciie of their power with- 
in their iev^al limits, ate efTentialljf 
important and necefTary, to pre(erv« 
to his Majefty's fubje^ in America 
the advantages of the fundamental 
laws of the confutation » 

When we mendon the rights of 
the fubje6ts in America, and the in- 
tereft we have in the Britiih conftitu-^ 
tion, in coxi^mon with all other Bri- 
tifli fubjedts, we cannot juftly be fuf-* 
pedled of the moil diftant thought oi 
an independency oa Great Britain^ 
Some, we know,- have imagined 
this of the colonifts ; and others maf 
perhaps have induftrioufly propagated 
it, to raife groundlefs and unreafoU'^ 
able jealoufies of them : but it is fo 
far from the truth, that we apprehend 
the colonies would refufe it it offered 
to them, and would even deem it thei 
greateft misfortune to be obliged to 
accept it. They are far from being 
infenfible of their happinefs in being 
connected with the mother country, 
and of the mutual benefits derived 
from it to both : it is therefore the in- 
diipenfible . duty pf all, to cultivate 
and eflabliih a mutual harmony, and 
to promote the inteicourfe of good pf«^ 

fices 
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fices betWec them 
have the fret enjoyment of the rights 
of our happy cohftitution, there will 
be no grounds of envy and diicontent 
In the one, nor of jealoufy and mif- 
Cruft in the other. 

It is the glory of the Britifh confti- 
tution, that it hath its foundation in 
the law of God and nature : It is an 
efi*^ntial natural right, that a man 
ihall quietly enjoy, and have the ible 
difpofal of his own property : this right 
is adopted into the cbnflitution : this 
natural and conHitutional right is fo 
familiar to the American fubjeflsy 
that It would be difficult, if poflible, 
to convince' them, that any neceility 
can render it juft, equitable, and rea- 
sonable, in the nature of things, that 
the parliament ihbuld impofe duties^ 
fubiidies, talliages, and taxes, upon 
them, internal or external, for the 
ible purpofe of railing a revenue. The 
leafon is obvious ; becaufe they can- 
not be reprefented; and therefore 
their coufent cannot be conftitutional* 
ly had in parliament. ^ 

When the parliament, foon after 
the repeal of the ftamp-a£t, thought 
proper to pafs another aft, declaring 
the authority, power, and right of 
parliament to make laws that fhould 



J O R T 5> O e U; M E N T S. 
and while bodi /ame form, ceremony and exprdfiont 



of loyalty and duty, is thereby given 
and granted to his Majefty, as they 
ufually give and grant their own. But 
we huHibly conceive that objeftions to 
ads of this kind may be fafely, if 
decently made, if they are of dan- 
gerous tendency in, point of com- 
merce, policy, and the true and real 
intereft of the whole empire. It may, 
and if it can, it ought to be made to 
appear, that fuch ads are grievous to 
the fubjed, burthen fome to trade, 
ruinous to the nation, and tending 
on the whole to injure the revenue of 
the crown. And furely, if fuch migh- 
ty inconveniencies, evils and miichie£| 
can be pointed otit with decency and 
perfpicmty, there will be the higheft 
reafon not only to hope for, but 
fully to exped redrefs. 

It is obfervable, that though m^y 
have difregarded life and contemned 
liberty, yet there are few men who 
do not agree that property is a valu- 
able acquifition, which ought to be 
held facred. Many have fought, and 
bled, and died for this, who have 
been inf^nfible to all other obligati- 
ons. Thofe who ridicule the ideas of 
right and juilice, faith and truth a- 
morig men, will put a high value up« 



be binding on the colonies in all cafes * on money : property is admitted to 
whatever, it is probable, that ads for have an exigence even in the favag^ 



levying taxes on the colonies, exter- 
nal and internal,, were included : for 
the ad made the laft year, im- 
poiing dudes on paper, glafs. Sec. as 
well as the fugar-ads and the flamp* 
ad, are, to all intents and purpofes, 
«in form as well as in fubHance, as 
much revenue ads as thofe for the 
land-tax, cuftoms and excifes in Eng- 
land. The neceffity of eftablifhing 
a revenue in America is exprefs- 
ly mentioned in the preambles : they 
were originated in the honourable 
Jloufe of Commons, as all other mo- 
ney and revenue bills are; and the 
property of the colonies^ with t)ie 



ftate of nature : the bow, the arrow, 
and the tomahawk : the hunting and 
the fiihing ground, are fpecies of pro-^ 
perty as important to an American 
favage, as pearls, rubies and dia^ 
monds are to the Mogul or a Nabob 
in the Eaft, or the lands, tenements, 
hereditaments, mefTuages, gold and 
filver of the Europeans. And if pro- 
perty is neceffary for the,fupport of 
favage life, it is by no means lefs fo 
in civil fociety. The Utopian fchemes 
of levelling, and a community of 
goods, are as vilionary and impra^* 
cable, as thofe which veil all proper* 
ty, in the crown, are arbitrary, de- 

ipotick^ 
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^otick^ and in our government un^ declared at tlie coancil boards and e« 



tonftitudonal. Now, wij^t prQperty 
can the colonifts be conceived to have, 
if their money may be granted away 
by others without their confent i This 
meft certainly u the prefunt cafe : for 
they were in no fenlc reprefented in 
parliament when this ad for raifing a 
revenue in America was macfe, I'he 
ftamp-adk was grievoufly complained 
of by all the colonics : and is there 
any real difference between this and the 
ftamp-aft? They were both defigned 
to raifea revenue in America, and in 
the fanie manner, viz« by duties on 
certain commodities'; the payment of 
the duties impofed by the ltamp-a& 
might have been eluded by a total dif- 
ufe of the ilamped paper ; and fo may 
the payment of thefe duties, by the 
total difuie df the articles on which 
rhey are laid: but in neither cafe 
without dij£culty. Therefore the fub* 
jeds here are reduced to the hard al- 
ternative, either of being obliged to- 
tally to (Ufufe articles of the greateft 
liece&ty in common life, or to pay a 
tax without their oonfent. 

The fecurity of right and property 
is the great end of government : fure* 
ly then, fuch meafures as tend to ren- 
der right and property precarious, 
tend to deftroy both property and go- 
vernment; for thefe muH (land and 
fall together. It would be difficult, if 
poiiible, to ihew, that the prefent 
plan of taxing the colonies is more fa- 
vourable to them, than that put in 
Hie here before the revolution. It 



ven on the facred feat of juftice, that 
the privilege of Englifhmen, not to 
be taxed without their confeht, and 
the laws of England, would not follow 
them ^o the ends of the earth. It 
was alfo, in th6re days, declared ia 
council, that the king^s fubjedb ill 
New-Englaad did not differ much 
from fl^ves; and that the only dif* 
ference was, that they were not 
bought and fold : but there wks, evea 
in thofe times, an excellent Attomty- 
General, Sir William Jones, who 
was of another mind $ and told King 
James, tnat he could no more grant 
a commiffion to levy money on hi$ 
fubje^ts in Jamaica, though a con- 
quered ifland, without their confent 
by an aflembly, than they could dif^ 
charge themfelves from their allegi- 
ance to the Engliih crown. But the 
misfortune of the coloniils at prefent 
is, that they are taxed by parliament 
without their confent : this, while the 
parliament continues refblved to tax 
us, will ever render our cafe, in one 
refpcft, more deplorable and remedi- 
lefs, under the befl of kings, than 
that of our anceftors was, under the 
word. They found relief by the inter- 
pofition of parliament : but by the in- 
tervention of that very power, wc are 
taxed, and can appeal for relief from 
their final decifion to no power on 
earth ; for there is no power on earth 
above them. 

The original contraft between the 
King and the firft planters here, was 



feeiDS, by the event, that our an- a royal promifc in behalf of the n a 



cellors were in one refpedt, not in- fo 
melancholy a fituation as we their po- 
Herity are. In thofe times, the 
crown and the miniflcrs of the crown, 
without the intervention of the par- 
liament^ demohihed charters, and le- 
vied taxes on the colonies at pleafure. 
Governor Androfs, yi the time of 
Jaaie3 the fecond, declared, that 
wherever an Englifhman fets his foot, 
fijl Iia hath is the king's : and Dudley 



tion, and which till very lately it was 
never queflioned but the King had a 
power to make ; namely, that if the 
adventurers would, at their own coft 
and charge, and at the hazard of 
their lives and every thing. dear to 
them, purchafe a new world, fubdue 
a wildernefs, and thereby enlarge the 
king's dominions, they and iheir po- 
fieri ty fhould enjoy fuch rights and 
privileges as in their refpedive char-' 
Z tc/» 
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ters are i5xprefi*ed ; which are in genei- 
ral all the rights, liberties and pri- 
vileges of his Majefty's natural born 
fttbjeds within the realm. The prin- 
cipal privilege implied, and in ^me 
of their charters exprefled, is a free- 
dom from all taxes but fuch at they 
ffiall confcnt to ih perfon, or by re- 
prefentatives of their own free choice 
and cleftion. The late king James 
broke the original contratSl of the fet- 
tlement and government of thefc co- 
lonies: but it proved happy for our 
anceilors in the eitd that he had alfa 
broken the original compa£l with his 
three kingdoms. This left them fome 
gleam of hope : this very thing, final- 
ly, was the ca,ufe of deliverance to the 
nation and the colonies, nearly at the 
fame time : it was the parliament, the 
fupreme legiflatiye andxonftitutional 
check on the fupreme executive, that 
in time operated eftefts worthy of it- 
felf : the nation and her colonies have 
lince been tappy, and our princes 
patriot kings. The law and reafon 
teaches that the King can do no 
wrong; and that neither king nor 
parliament are otherwife inclined than 
tojuftice, equity and truth: but the 
law does not prefume that the King 
may not be deceived, nor that the 
parliament may not be mifinformed : 
if therefore any thing is wrong, it 
muH be imputed to fuch caufes : how 
far fuch caufes have taken place and 
operated againft the colonies, is hum- 
bly fubmitted to the revilion and re- 
confidefation of all. 

By the common law, the colonics 
are adjudged to be natural-born fub- 
je6ls ! So they are declared by royal 
charter; and iliey are fo, by the fpirit 
of the law of nature and nations : no 
jurift, who has the leaft regard to his 
reputation in the republic of letters, 
will deny that they /are entitled to all 
the encntial rights, liberties, privileges 
and immunities of his Majefty's natu- 
ral fubje£ts, born within the realm. 
The children of his Majefty's natural 
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born fubjcds, bom paffing and repaid 
fing the feas, have by fundry afts of 
parliament, from Edward the third to 
thi^ time, been declared natm-al-boni 
fubje6ls : and even foreigners, refiding 
a certain time in the colonies, arfc by 
a6ls of parliament entitled to" all the 
rights and privileges of natural-bora 
fubjedts. And it is remarkable that 
the a€l of 13 Geo. U. chap, 7. pre- 
fuppofes that the colonifts are natural- 
born fubje^^s ; and that they are en- 
titled to all the privileges of ftich ; as 
appears by the preamble, which we 
(hall now recite: *^ Whereas the in- 
creafe of people is a means of ad- 
vancing the wealtli and ftrength of 
ai^y nation or country : and whereas 
many foreigners and Grangers, from 
the lenity of our government and pu- 
rity of our religion, the benefit of oup 
laws, the advantages of our trade, and 
the fecurity of bur property, might be 
induced to come and fettle in fome of 
his Majefty's colonies in America, if 
they were made partakers of th« ad- 
vantaores and privileges which natural* 
born mbjefts of this realm do enjoy : '* 
which plainly ihows it to be the fcnfe 
of the nation that the colonies were 
entitled to, and did aftually enjoy the 
advantages and privileges of natural* 
born fubjedls. .But if it could be ad- 
mitted as clearly confiftent with the con- 
ftitution, for the parliament of Great- 
Britain to tax the property of the co- 
lonies, we prefume, it can be made 
to appear to be utterly inconfiftent 
with the rules of equity thkt they 
ihould, at leaft at prefent. It muil 
be confi-dered, that hy afts of parlia- 
ment, the colonies are prohibited fi-om 
importing conunodities of the growth 
or manufafture of Europe, except from 
Great- Britain, faving a few articles. 
This gives the advantage to Great- 
Britain of raifing the price of her 
commodities, and is equal to a tax* 
It is too obvious to.be doubted, that 
by the extraordinary demands, from 
the colonies^ of the manuiadurea of 

Britun, 
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Britain, occafioncd by this policy, ihe 
rjpaps an advantage of at Icaft twenty 
per cent, in the price of them, be- 
yond what the colonies might purchafe 
them for at foreign markets : the lofs 
therefore to the colonifts is equal to 
the gain which is made in Britain. 
This in reality is a tax, though not a 
dired one : and^dmitdng, that they 
take annually from Great-Britain 
manufadures to the value of two mil- 
lions ftcrling, as is generally fuppo- 
fcd, they then pay an annual tax of 
four hundred thoufand pounds, be- 
fides the taxes which are direftly paid 
OA thofe^ manufadlurcs in England, 
The fame reafoning will hold good 
with refpeft to the many enumerated 
articles of their produce, which the 
colonies are rellrained by aft of par- 
liament from fending to any foreign 
port : by this reflraint, the market is 
glutted, and con'fequently the pro- 
duce fold, is cheaper; which is an 
advantage to Great-Britain, and an 
equal lofs to, or tax upon the colonifts. 
Is it reafonable, then, that ,the colo- 
nies fhould be taxed on the Britifh 
commodities here ? cfpecially when i,t 
is confidered, that the 'moft of them 
fettled a wildernefs, and till very 
lately defended "their fettlements with- 
out a farthing's cxpence to the na- 
tion. They bore th^ir full portion of 
the charges of fecuring and main- 
taining his Majefty*s rights in Ameri- 
ca, in cvcty war from their firft fet- 
tlement, withoat any confideratipn ; 
for the grants of parliament in the 
laft war were ^ompenfations for an 
overplus of expence on their part: 
many of them, and this province in 
particular, have always maintained 
their own frontiers at their own ex- 
pence } and have alfo frequently de- 
fended his Majefty's garrifon at An- 
napolis, when it muil otherwiie have 
been unavoidably loft. The nation, in 
the late war, acquired lands equal in 
v^i|c to ^11 the expence fhe has been 
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at in America, from its fettleinent ; 
while the trad? of the colonies has 
been only " fccured and rcftriaed : " 
it has no^ been enlarged^ though new 
avenues of beneficial commerce have 
been opened to the mother country. 
The colonies have reaped no fliare in 
the lands which they helped to con-* 
quer, while millions of acres of thofe 
very lands have been granted, and 
ftill are granting to people, who, in 
all probability, will never fee, if they 
fettle, them. 

The approprUtion of the monies 
to arife by thefe duties is an objeftion 
of great weight. It is in the firft 
place, to be applied for the payment 
of the neceiTary charges of the admi« 
niftration of juftice, and the fupport 
of civil government in fuch colonies 
where it fhall be judged neceiTary, 
This houfc apprehend, it would be 
grievous and of dangerous tendency, 
if the crown Ihould not .only appoint 

fovernors over the feveral colonies, 
ut allow them fuch ftipends as it 
fhall judge proper, at the expence of 
the people and without their confent. 
Such a power under a corrupt admi- 
niftration, it is to be feared, would 
introduce an abfolute government in 
America ; at beft it would leave the 
people in a ft ate of utter uncertainty 
of their fecurity, which is far from 
being a ftate of civil liberty. The 
judges in the feveral colonies do not 
hold their commiffions during good 
behaviour ; if theij they are to have 
falaries independent of the people, 
how eafy will it he for a corrupt go- 
vernor to have a fct of judges to his 
mind, to deprive a bench of juftice of 
its glory, and the people of their fe- 
curity. If the judges of England 
have indejjendent livings., it muft be 
remenibered, that the tenure of their 
commiflion is during good behaviour, 
which is a fafeguard to the people : 
and befides, they ar*e near the throne, 
the fountain of right and. juftice: 
Z ^ whetesh 
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whereas American judges, as well as 
governors, are at a diftance from it: 
moreover, it is worth particular no- 
tice, that in all difputes between 
power and liberty in America, there 
IS. danger that the greateft credit will 
always be given to the officers of the 
crown, who are the men in power. 
This we have fomctimes found by ex- 
perience 5 and it is much to be feared, 
that the nation will fall into fome 
dangerous miHake, if fhe has not al- 
ready, by too great attention to the 
reprefentations of particular perfons, 
and a difregard to others. 

But the refidue of thefe monies is 
to be applied by parliament, from 
time to time, for defending, pro- 
tecting and fecuring the colonies. If 
the government al home is apprehen- 
iive that the colon ifts will be back- 
ward in defending them (elves and fe- 
curing his Majefty's territories in 
America, it muft have been egregiouf- 
ly mifin formed. We need look back 
no further than the laft war for evi- 
dence Tof a contrary difpofition ; they 
always difcovered the moft chearful 
compliance with his Majefty's requi- 
iitions of me1:i and money for this 
purpofe. They were then treated as 
free Britifti fubjefts, and never failed 
to grant aid to his Majefty of their 
.own free accord, to the extent of 
their ability, and even beyond it ; of 
which, the parliament were then fo 
fenfible, that they made them grants, 
from year to year, by way of com- 
penfation for extra fervices. It is not 
at all to be doubted, but if they are 
flill confidered upon the footing of 
fubjefts, they will always difcoverthe 
fame <Hfpofition to exert themfelves 
for' his Majefty '« fervice and their 
' own defence ; which renders a ftand- 
ing army in the colonies a needlefs 
cxpence. Or, if it be admitted that 
there may be foipe neceffity for them 
in the conquered province of Canada, 
Nwhere the exercife of the Romilh re- 
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ligiov, fo deftru^vc to dvil fodety, 
is allowed, furely there can be no 
need of them iit the bowels of the 
old colonies, and even in cities where 
there is not the leafl danger of a fo-* 
reign enemy, and where the inhabi- 
tants are as flrongly attached to his 
Majefty's peffon, family and govern- 
ment, as in Great %Britain itfelf. 
There is an English afFeClion in the 
colon ifts towards the mother country, 
which will for ever keep them con- 
nefted with her, to every valuable 
|>urpofe^ qnlefs it Ihall be eraied by 
repeated unkind ufage on her part : 
as £ngli(hmen, as well asBritifh fub- 
jeds, they have an averfion to an un- 
neceflafy ftanding army, which they 
look upon as dangerous to their civil 
liberties ; and confidering the exam- 
ples of ancient times, it (eems a littl^ 
furprizing, that a mother ftate fhoold 
truft large bodies of mercenary troops 
in her colonies, at fo great a diftanc^ 
from her, left, in procefe of time, 
when the fpirits of the people fhall 
be deprefled by the military power, 
another Caefar fliould arife and ufurp 
the authority of his liiaften 

The aft enabling his Majefty to 
appoint commiffioners of the cuftoms 
to refidc in America, has alfo been 
read in the houie. * It declares an 
intention to facilitate the trade of 
America, of which we cannot have 
any great hopes from the tenor of the 
commiffion» In genei-al, innovations 
are dangerous : the uhneccffary in- 
creafe of crown officers is moft cer- 
tainly fo. Thefe gentlemen are au- 
thorized to appoint asmany as they 
fhall think proper, without limita- 
tion : this will probably be attended 
with undefirable efFefts: an hoft- of 
pcnfioners, by the arts they may ufe, 
may iti time become ^s dangerous to 
the liberties of the people as an army 
of foldiers ; ' for there is a way of fub- 
duing a people by art as well as by 
arms i we are happy and fafe under 

bis 
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liid preferit Mjijcfty's mild and gra*. 
clous* adminiftration ; but the time 
may come, when the united body of 
penfioners and foldiers may ruin the 
liberties of America. The trade ef 
the colonies, we apprehend, may be 
as eafily carried on, and the afts of 
trade as duly enforced ydthout this 
commiffion ; and if fo^ it muft be a 
very needlefs expence, at a time when 
the nation and her colonies are groan- 
ing under debts contraft'ed in the late 
war, and how far diftant another may 
be, God »nly knows. 

There is' another a£l )vhich this 
houfc apprehend muft be alarming to 
all the colonies; which is the a6l for 
fiifpending the legiflative power of 
the affembly of New-York on a cer- 
tain condition. A legiflative body 
without the free exercife of the pow- 
ers of legiflation is to us incompre- 
hcnfible: there can be no material 
.difference between fuch a legiflative 
and none at ^11. It cannot, be faid 
that the affembly of New York hath 
*he free exercife of legiflative power, 
While their very exiflence is fufpended 
iipon their adling in conformity to 
the will of another body. Such a re- 
ilriAion throughout the colonies would 
fce a ihort and eafy method of an- 
nihilating the legiflative powers, in 
America, and by confequence, of de- 
priving the people of a fundamental 
right of the conftitution, namely, that 
every man fhall be prefent in the body 
which legiflates for him. 

It may not be amifs to confider the 
^?ndency of a fufpenfion of colony le- 
giflation fw non-compliance with ads 
of parliament requiring a provincial 
afle nobly to give and grant away their 
own and their conftituent's money for 
the fupport of a flanding army. W^ 
cannot but think it hard enough to 
have our property granted away with- 
put our con fen t : without being order- 
ed to deal it out ourfelves, as in the 
ca^e of the mutitiy a6t. |t mufl be 
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fuiRciently humiliating to pirt with 
our property in either of thofc ways, 
ihuch more in both; whereby, as 
loyal fubjedls as any under his Ma- 
jefty's government, and as true lover^ 
of their country as any people what^ 
ever, are deprived of the honour and 
merit of voluntarily contributing to 
the fervice of both. What is the 
plain language of fiich a fufpenfion? 
We can difcover no more nor lefs ia 
it than this; if the American aflem- 
blies refufe to grant as much of their 
own and their conftiruents money, a^ 
/hall from time to time be enjoined 
and prefcribed by the parliament, be- 
iides what the parliament diredljr 
taxes them, they fhall no longer have 
any legiflative authority ; but if they 
comply with what is prefcribed, they 
may flill be allowed to legiflate under 
their charter reftridions. Does not 
political death and annihilation flare 
us in the face as fbpngly on one fop- 
pofitibn as the other i Equally in cafe 
of compliance as of non-compliance* 
But let us fuppofe, for a moment^ 
a feries of events taking place, the 
moft favourable in the opinion of 
thofe who are fo fond of the(e new 
regulations : that all difficulties and 
fcruples of confcience were removed^ 
and that every repr^fentatire in Ame- 
rica fliodld acknowledge a juft and 
equitable right in the commons of 
Great-Britain to make an imlimited 
grant of his and his conltitoents pro- 
perty : that they have a clear right to 
mveft the crown with all the laiids in 
the colonies, as efFednally as if thejr 
had been forfeited ; would it be poi^ 
fible for them to conciliate their con- 
flituents to fuch meafures? Would 
not the attetnpt fuddenly cut afimder 
all confidence and commonicatioa be- 
tween the reprefentalive body and the 
people? What then would be the 
confequence? Could any thing be 
reafonably expedled but itifoootent,' 
defpair, and rage agaiaft their repre- 
fentadvcs^ 
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fcntatives, oii the fide of the people, 
ahd on the part of government, the 
figorous exertion of civil and military 
power? The confufion and mifery 
after fuch a fatal crifis cannot be con- 
€eived> much lefs defcrlbed. 

The prefent regulationis and pro- 
ceedings, with refpeft to the c6lonieSy 
we apprehend to be opposite to every 
principle of good and found policy. 
A ftapding army, in the time of pro-, 
found peace, is natCirally produ£livc 
of uneafinefs and difcontent among 
fhe people : and yet the colonies, by 
the mutiny a6l^ arp ordered and di- 
fcded to provide certain enumerated 
articles : and the pains and penalties 
in cafe of non-coiApliance are evident 
in the precedent of Ne^y-'York. It 
alfo, appears that revenue officers are 
inultiplying in the colonies with vaft 
powers ; the board of commiflioner* 
ittely appointed to refidc here, have 
ample drfcretionary po\yers given 
fhcm to» make what appoint;nents 
they pleafe, and to pay the appoin- 
tees what fums they pleafe : the cf- 
tabHlhment of a proteftant epifcopate 
in America is alfo very zealoufly con- 
tended for : and it is very alarming 
to a people, whofe fathers, from the 
Sardmips they fufFered under fuch an 
^ftabliftiment, were oMiged to fly their 
native country into a wilderncfs, in 
order peaceably to enjoy their privi- 
leges, civil and religious.: their being 
threatened with the lofs of both at 
once, muft throw them into a very 
difagreeable fituation. We hope in 
God fuch an ellabliftment will never 
take place in America, and we defire 
you will ftrenuoully oppofe it. The 
revenue raifed in America, for ought 
We can tell, may be as conftitution- 
ally applied towards^ the fupport of 
prelacy as of foldiers and pcnfioners : 
if the property of the fubjed is taken 
from him without his con fen t, it is 
immaterial, whether it be done by 
tme man or five huadredi or whether 
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it be applied for the fupport of ecds-r 
fiafHc or military power, or both. It 
may fee well worth the confideration 
of the beil politician i^ Qreat-Britain 
or America, what the natural tenden-* 
cy is of -a vigorous purfuit of thefe 
meafures. We are not infenfible that 
fome eminent men, on both fides the 
water, are lefs friendly to American 
charters and aifemblies than could 
be wifhed : it feems to be growing 
falhionable, to treat them in com- 
mon converfation, as well as in po- 
ptilar publications, w\th contempt \ 
but if we look back a few reigns, we 
fhall find that even the auguH afiem-; 
bly, the parliament,, was ij^ every re- 
fpedl the object of a courtier's re- 
proach : it was even an aphbrifni 
with King James I. that the Lords, 
and Commons were two wtry bad cor 
partners with a monarch f and he and 
his fuccefibrs broke the copartnerihip 
as faft as poflible. It is certainly un- 
natural foi- a Britifh politician* to ex- 
pe6l, that ever the fupreme execu- 
tive of tlie nation can long pxift, af- 
ter the fupreme legiflative Ihall be 
deprefTed and deflroyed, which may 
God forbid. If the fupreme execu- 
tive cannot exifl long in Britain,, with- 
out the fupport of the fupreme legif- 
lative, it Ihould feem very reafonable, 
in order to fupport the fame fupreme 
executive^ at the diftance of a thou- 
fand tranfinarine leagues from the 
metropolis, there Ihould be,, In {o re- 
mote domisions, a free legiflativCj^ 
within their charter limitations, as 
well as an entirely free reprefentative 
of the fupreme executive of his Ma- 
jefty, in the perfons of governors, 
judges, juftices, and other executive 
officers ; other wife firange cffeA» are 
to be appTehended. For the laws of 
God and nature are invariable : a po- 
litician may apply or mifapply the/e 
to a multiplicity of purpofes, good 
or bad ; but thefe laws were neve^ 
made for politicians tp alter. Should 
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Ac time ever come, when the legifla- 
tive aflemblics of North America Ihall 
be difTolved and annihilated^ no more 
to exift again, a ftrange political phe- 
nomenon will probably appear. All 
law? both of police and revenue muft 
then be made by a legiflative at fuch 
a diftance, that without immediate 
infpiration, the local and other cir- 
cumftances of the governed, cannot 
poffibly be known to thofe who give 
and grant to the crown, what part of 
the property of their fellow- fubjeds 
they pleafe. There will then be no 
aiTemblies to fupport the execution of 
iiich laws : and indeed, while exifting, 
by what rule of law or reafon are the 
members pf the colony-aflcmblies ex- 
ecutive officers? They have, as re- 
prefentatives, no commiffion but from 
their confHtuents : and it mufl be dif- 
ficult to (how, why they are more 
obliged to execute a£ls of parliament 
than fuch of their confUtuents as hold 
no commiflions from the crown. The 
moil that can be expeded from either, 
is fubmiffion to ads of parliament ; 
or to aid the • officers as individuals, 
or part of the poife comitatus if re- 
quired. It would feem flrange to call 
on. the rcprefentative, in any other 
way, to execute laws againil: their 
conftituents and themielves, which 
both have been fo far from confenting 
to, that neither were confulted in 
framing them. Yet it was objedled 
hy fome to the American afTemblics, 
that they neglcdled to execute the ftamp 
adl : and that their refolves tended to 
raife commotions; which certainly 
was not the cafe here : for all the dis- 
orders in Bodon, in which any damage 
was done to property, happened long 
before the refolves of the houfe of re- 
prefentatives here were paffed. 

We have reafon to believe, that the 
nation has been grofsly misinformed 
with refpeft to the temper ahd be- 
haviour of the colonifls, and it is to 
be feared that fome men will not 
ceafc to fow the feeds of jealoufy and 
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difcord, till they fhall have donie irre- 
parable mifchief. You will do a fin- 
gular fervice to both countries, if 
polTible,- in deteding them- In th* 
mean time, we defire you would make 
known to his Majefty*s miniflers the 
fentiments of this houfe contained ia 
this letter, and implore a favourable 
confidcration of America. 

Signed iy the Speaker. 

Jgreeahle to a Vote of the Houfe ofRe^ 
pr(fentati<ues of Maffachufett*s-Ba^, 
the foUo^vig Petition to 'the King^ 
<was figned by the Speaker ^ hy iheit 
order of the 20th Jan, 1 768. 
Jn humble Petition to the King^s mofi 
Excellent Majefty* 
Mofi Gracious Sovereign^ 
Your Majeity's faithful fubjeAs, the 
reprefentatives of your province' of the 
MafTachufetts-Bay, with the warmeft 
fentinients of loyalty, duty, and af^ 
feftion, beg leave to approach the 
throne, and to lay at your Majefty^f 
feet their humble fupplications, in 
behalf of your diflrcfTed fubjedls the*- 
people of the province. 

Our anceflors, the firfl fettlers of 
this country, having with the royal 
confenf, which we humbly apprehend 
involves the confent of the nation^ 
and at their own great expence> mi- 
grated from their mother kingdom, 
took pofTeffion of this land, at that 
time a wildernefs, the right whereof 
;hey had pnrchafed for a valuable 
confidcration of the council eflablifh- 
ed at Plimouth, to whom it had been 
granted by your Majefty*s royal pre- 
deceflbr King James the flrfl. 

From the principles of loyalty to 
their fovereign which will ever warm 
the breaft of a true fubjedl, though 
remote, they acknowledged their alle- 
giance to the Englifti crown: and 
your Majefty will allow us with all 
humility to fay, that they and their 
pofterity, even to this time, have af- 
forded fi-equent and fignal proofs of 
theif zeal for the honour and fervice 
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<)f their prince^ and their firm attach- 
ment to the parent country. 

With toil and hiiguc, perhaps not 
to be conceived by thtir brethren and 
fellow-fubjedts at home> and with the 
conftant peril of their lives, from a 
HumerouSy favage^ and warlike race 
of men, they began their fettlement, 
and God profpered them. 

They obtained a charter from King 
Charles the firft ; wherein his Majefty 
iK^as pleafed to grant to them and 
their heirs and affigne for ever, all the 
lands therein defcribed, to hold of 
him and his royal fuccefTors in free 
and common foccage; which we 
humbly conceive is as abfolute an ef- 
tate as the fubjefl can hold under 
the crown. And in the fame charter 
were granted to them, and their pof- 
.terity, all the rights, liberties, privi- 
leges, and immunities of natural fub- 
jeds, born within the realm. 

This charter they enjoyed, having, 
as we mofk humbly conceive, pundu- 
ally complied with all the condition! 
of it, till in an unhappy time it was 
vacated. — But after the revolution, 
when King William and Queen Mary, 
of glorious and bleffed memory, were, 
eftablifiied on the throiie : in that 
happy reign, when to the joy of the 
nation and its dependencies, the crown 
ivafi fettled in your Majefty's illuftri- 
ous family, the inhabitants of this 
province fhared in the common bluf- 
fing. Then they were indulged with 
another charter ; in which their Ma- 
jeftics were pleafed for themfelves, 
their heirs and fuccefibrs, to grant 
and confirm. to them as ample cfl:ace 
in the lands or territories as was 
granted by the former charter, to- 
gether with other the mofl effential 
rights and liberties contained therein : , 
the principal of which, is that which 
your Majefty's fubjefts within^ the 
realm have ever held a moft facred 
right, of being taxed only by repre- 
fentativefi of their own free election* 



Thus bleiTed with the rights of 
Engliihmen, through the indulgent 
fmiles of He;aven, and under the au- 
fpicious government of your MajeHy 
and your royal predece(rors, your 
people of this province have been 
happy, and ^our Majefty has acquired 
a nunierous mcreafe of ioyal fubjeds, 
a large extent of doniinion, and a 
new and inexhauHible fource of com- 
merce, wealth and glory. 

Witt great fmcerity permix us to 
aflure your Majefty, that your fub- 
je£ts of this province, ever have, and 
ftill continue to acknowledge your 
Majefty's high court of parliament 
the fupreme legiflative. power of the 
whole empire. The fuperintei^ding 
authority of which is clearly admitted 
in all cafes, that can confiil with the 
fundamental rights of nature and the 
conftitution, to which your Majefty's 
happy fubjeds in all parts of your 
empire conceive they have a juft an4 
equitable claim. 

It is with tlie deepeft concern that 
y9ur humble Suppliants would repre- 
fent to your Majefty, that your par- 
liament, the reditude of whofe in- 
tentions is never to be queftioned, 
has thought proper to pafa divers a£ts 
impofing taxes on your Majefty's fub- 
jeds in America^ vnth the fole and 
exprefs purpofe of raiiing a re- 
venue. If y^ur Majefty's fnbjefts 
here ftiall be deprived of the honour 
and privilege of voluntarily .contri- 
buting their aid to your Majefty, in 
fupporting your government and au- 
thority, in the province, and defend-* 
ing and fecuri ng your rights and ter- 
ritories in America, which they have 
always hitherto done with the utmoft 
chearfulncfs : if thefe ads of parlia- 
ment (hall remain in force, and y6ur. 
Majefty!s commons in Great Britain 
ftiall continue to exercife the power 
of granting the property of their fel- 
low fubjet^ in this province, your 

people 
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pedple muft then regret their unhap- 
py hte in having only the name left 
of free ftibjedls. 

With all humility we conceire that 
21 reprefentation of your Majefty's 
fubjefts of this province in the parlia- 
ment, confidering their local cireum* 
ftances, is atteriy impra6licable : your 
Majefey has heretofoi'e been gracioafly 
plcafed to order your requifitions to be 
laid before the reprefentatives of your 
people in the general aiTembly, who 
have never failed to afford the neccf- 
fary aid to the extent of their ability, 
andfometimes beyond it ; and it would 
be ever grievous to your Majefty's 
faithful fubjeds to be called upon in 
a way, that fhould appear to them 
to imply a diftruft of their moft ready 
and willing compliance* 

Under the moft fenfible impreffions 
*)f your Majefty*s wife and paternal 
care for the remoteft of your faithful 
fubjedls, and in full dependence on 
the royal declarations in the charter 
of this province, we moft humbly 
befeech your Majefty to take our pre- 
lent Unhappy cifcumftances Under 
your royal confideration, and afford 
us relief in fu-h manner as in your 
Majefty's gteat wifdom and clemency 
ihall feem meet. 



A letter to the Right Hon, the £arl 
of Bhelburnej one of his Majefiy^s 
principal Secretaries of State, 
Province of the Majfachufetts-Bi^^ 
Jan. 15, 1768. 
My Lord, 
The Houfe of Reprefentatives of 
this his Majefty's province, having 
had experience of your Lordihip's ge- 
nei-oas fentimentsof his Majefty 'ff moft 
loyal though remote fubjeds in Ame- 
rica, and of your noble exertions in 
their hchali in the late time of their 
diftrefs, beg leave to lay before your 
L.ord(hip*s view, the new fcenes of 
diificulty, which are again opened 
upon us, and to implore yoor repeat- 
sA ibterpofittOB» 



./ Your Lofdihip is not infenfible, 
that oiu- fore&thers were ih an un« 
happy reign driven into this wilder- 
nefs by the harid of power ; at their 
own dxpence they croffed an ocean" 
^ of three thoufand miles ; and par- 
chafed an inheritance for themfelves 
and their pofterity, with the view of 
I^ropagating the chriftian religion^ 
and enlarging the Englifh dominioa 
in this diftant part of the earth* 
Through the indulgent fmiles of 
Heaven upon them, though not with- 
out hardihip and fatigue unexperien- » 
ced and perhaps hardly to be con- 
ceived by their brethren and fellow- 
fubjeds in their narive land ; and- 
with the conftant peril of their lii'ea 
from a numerous race of men, as 
barbarous and cruel, and yet as war- 
like as any people upon the face of 
the earth, they increafed in their 
numbers and enlarged their fettle- 
men t.— They obtained a charter from 
King Charles the firft, wherein his 
Majefty was pleafed to- recognize to 
them, a liberty to worfliip God ac- 
cording to the didates of their con- 
fcience 5 a bleffing which in thofe un- 
happy times was denied to them la 
their own country : and the, rights, 
liberties, privileges, and immunities 
of his * natural hqm fubjeds withia 
the realm. This charter they en- 
joyed, having pundlually fulfilled the 
conditions of it, ull it was vacated, 
as we conceive arbitrarily, in the 
reign of King Charles the fecond. 
After the revolution, that grand sera 
of Britilh liberty, when King Wil- 
liam and Queen Mary, of glorious 
and bleffed memory, were eftablifhed 
on the throne, the inhabitants of tliis 
province obtained another charter; 
in which the moft effential rights and 
privileges contained in the former 
were reftored to them. Thus bleffcd 
with theljjt^crties of Engliftimen, they 
continued to increafe and muldply, 
till, as your LcyrcM|iip knows^ a dreary 

A «' wilder- , 
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V^ilderners is becolne a firaitful field, 
and a grand fource of national wealth 
and glory. 

By the cosimoii ]alv, ^y Lord, as 
V^ell as fandry a£b of parliament from 
the reign of Edward the ihhsfi, the 
children of his Majefty's natural born 
fubjeds, bom pa&njg[ and repaying 
the feas, are intitled to all the tights 
^ ?Dd privileges of his natnral fubjeds 
born within the realm. From hence , 
the conclufion appears to be indifpa* 
table, that the defcendants of hia 
Majefty's fnbje^^s in the realm, who 
migrated with the confent of the na« 
tion, and purchafed a fettlement with 
their own treafure and blood, with- 
jDut any aid from the nation; who 
early acknowledged their allegiance 
to the Crown of England ; and have 
^ways approved themfelves faithful 
^bjeds, and in many inftances given 
iignal proofs of their loyalty to their 
King, and their Arm attachment and 
^eaion to", their mother country : — 
The conclofion is ftrong, that exclu-. 
jive of any confideration of the^ 
charter, they are intitled to the rights 
and privileges of the Britiih confti- 
tutiomin common with their 'fellow 
fubjedb in Britain. And it is very 
remarkably the fenfe of the Britifh 
nation that they are fo ; a$ appears 
hy an A& of Parliament made in the 
tjth of his late Majefty King George 
)the fecond. The preamble of that 
;kit plainly prefuppoles it; and the 
purview of the fame ad enables aiid 
direds the fuperior coutt of judicature 
of this province, a. court ercded by 
the authority of the general court, to 
naturalize foreigners under certain, 
conditions ; which it is prefumed the 
ivifdom of the Parliament would not 
have empowered any people to^do, 
who were not them/elves deemed na- 
tural born fubjedb. 

•The fpirit of the law of nature and 
nations fuppofee that all the fret fub- 
jeds of any kingdcMn, Jlr^vCntitled e- 
i|ttally 40 all the rights of the coaffi- 
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tution; for it appears unnatural ftisd 
unreafonable to affirm » that local or 
any other circumftances can juftly de- 
prive any part of the fubje6ks of the 
lame Prince, of the full enjoy m^ts 
of the rights of that conilitption, i^ 
on whim the government itfelf i^. 
formed, and by which foverejgnty apd 
allegiance are afcertain^d and limited* 
But your Lordihip is fo thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the extent of the rights 
of men and fnbjc^s, as to fender it 
altogethei' improper to take up any 
more of your time on this head^ 

There are, my Lord, ^ndamental 
rules of the constitution, which it it 
humbly pre Aimed, neither the fa« 
preme legiflative nOr the iupreme ex* 
ecutive can altera In all £nt Hatea 
the conflitution is fixed: it is froni 
thence the legiflative derives its na- 
thbrity ; therefore it catinot change 
the conAitution without defbx>ying it& 
own foundation. If then tlie conlU- . 
tution of Great*Britain is the com- 
mon rights of all Britifh fubjedb, it 
is humbly referred to your Lordflnp's 
judgment, whether the fuprem^ IcgiT* 
lative of the empire may rightly leap 
the bounds of it in the exercife of 
power over the fubjedls in America^ 
any moregchan thoie in Britain*. 

When mention is made of the 
tights of American fubjedb and the 
intereft they have in the Britiih con- 
flitution in common with all other 
Britiih fubiedls, your Lordihip is cqc» 
candid andjuA in your fentiments to 
fuppofe that the Houfe have the moH 
diilant thought of an independ^cy on 
Great-Britain. — They are not inieni* 
fible of tbeif fbciuity and happinefs in 
their connection with and dependance 
on the motber-ftate. Theie, my 
Lord, are the fentiments of the It^onle 
and of their conftituents ; and they 
have reafon to believe they ^tt iho 
fentiments of all the colonies : thoi^ 
who 4re indnftrioufly propagat'ng in 
. the tuttion a different opinion of cjic 
colonifisj are not Imly doing, t&e 
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greateft injaftice to them, bat an ir« 
ceparabk injury to the nation itfelf. 

it is the glory of the Briti(h confti- 
tudon that it has its foundation in the 
law of God and nature ; it is eflenti- 
ally a natural right that a ii^an ihall 
quietly enjoy, ajid have the fole dif- 
pofai of his own property : this right 
IS ingrafted into the Britifh conAituti- 
on and is familiar to the American 
ibbjeds : and yoar Lordfiiip will 
judge whether any neceffity can ren- 
der it juft aiid equitable in the nature 
of things, that the fupreme legif)ative 
pf the empire, fhould impofe duties, 
fubfidies, talliages and taxes, inter- 
nal or external, for the fble purpofe 
pjf raifing a revenue, upon fubjedts 
that are not, and cannpt, coniidering 
their local cjrcumftances, by any pof- 
Ability be equally, reprefented, and 
confequently, whofe copfent cannot 
'be had in Parliament. 

The fecurity of righ^ and property 
is the gre^t end of government, ^ Sure- 
ly then f^ch meafures as tend to ren- 
der right and property precarious, 
tend to deftroy both property and go- 
vernment, for thefe muft ftand or fall 
together.*^ Property js admitted to 
)iave an exiftence in the fayage ftate 
of nature : and if it is necenaiy fpr 
the fupport of favage life, it by no 
means becomes lefs fo in civil fociety, 
The Houfe intreats your Lordfhip to 
foi^fider^ whether a colonift c^ be 
conceived to have any property whicl^ 
|»e. may call his own, if it may be 
granted away b> ^ny other body with- 
out his confent: and they fubmit to 
your Lordlbip's judgment whether 
this was npt adually done, when the 
aft for granting to his Majefty certain 
duties on paper, glafs, and other 2^- 
ficles, for the fole and exprefs pur- 
noic of raifing a revenue in J^mcr\t^, 
was made. It is the judgment of 
JiOrd Coke that the Parliament pf 
Great Britain cannot tax Ireland 
^*qma milites ad Farliamintum m» mkr 
tuntJ* And Sir Wijliam Jones, an 
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eminent jurii^, declared it as hi$ 
opinion, to King Charies the Second, 
that he could no more grant a com* 
miffion to levy money on his fubjed^ 
jn Jamaica, without their confent by 
an aiTembly, than they could difcharge 
them (elves from their allegiance to 
the crown f 

Your Lordihip will be pleafed to 
confider that Ireland and Jamaica 
were both conquered; which cannpt 
be faid of any of the cojonies, Cana* 
da excepted ; the argnment therefore 
Is ftroilg^r in favour of the colonies. 

Our anceftors, when q>prefitid ia 
the unfortunate reign of James thp 
Second, found relief By the interpoii- 
tion of the Parlian^ent } but it is the 
misfortune of the colonies at preient^ 
that by the intervention of that pow- 
er they are taxed j.and they can ap-r 
peal for relief from their final dediioit 
to no power on earth, for there is no 
power on earth above them* — V<>nr 
Lord^ip will indulge the Hou^ in 
expreffing a deep concern upon tkis 
occaiion ; fpr it is the language of 
Yeafen, and it is the opinion of the 
greateft writers on the law of na* 
fure and nations, that if the Parlia* 
ment Ihould make any confiderable 
change in the conftitution, and the 
nation fhouki be voluntarily filent up- 
on it, this would be confidered as an 
approbation of the ad. 

But the Houfe beg leave to repre-t 
fcnt to your Lordihip, that although 
the rignt of the Parliament to impofe 
•taxes on the colonies without a reprc- 
fentation there were indiiputable> we 
humbly conceive it may be made fully . 
to appear to be unequal that they 
fhottld, at leaft at phefent. Your 
Lordiliip will be pleafed to remember 
that by ad of Parliament, the color 
niils are prohibited from importing 
commodities and maniifadhires of the 
growth of Europe, ^ faving a few arti- 
cles, except from Great Britain. 
This prohibition not only occafioT^s a 
much greater demand upoa the mo- 
A a a ther- 



Digitized by 



Google 



tSo 



PRIOR DO 



ther-cbuAtry for her mamifadhires, 
but gives the manufadurers there the 
adyantage of their own price; and 
can it be queftioned, my Lord, but 
the colonics are obliged by meatks of 
.thi» policy, to purcfaafe the Britiih 
Bianufadures at a much dearer rate, 
than the like manufadlures would be 
|»urchaied at, if they are allowed to 
go to foreign markets. It is a lof$ 
to the colonifts and zn equal gain to 
Great Britain. The fame reafoning 
bolds good with refped to the many 
articles of their produce, which the 
colonies are reftrained hy afi of Parlia- 
ment from fending to foreign ports.—- 
This i« in reality a tax though an in- 
4lire6l one on the colonies, befides the 
duties of excife and cuiloms, laid 
on the ro^nufa^ures in Great Britain* 
A celebrated Britifli writer on trade, 
computes the arti^cial value arifing 
€rom thefe duties, to be not lefs than 
fifty per cent. Your Lordlhip will 
then form an ellimate of the part 
that is paid by the colonies upon the 
importation into America, which is 
^generally faid to ;be at leaft the value 
of two. millions fterling. 

The Houfe is not at this time com- 
plaining of this policy of the mother* 
ilate ; but beg your Lordlhip's im- 
partial and candid confideration, whe- 
ther it is not grievous to the colonies 
to be additionally taxed upon the 
commodities of Great Britain here — 
and to be fo4ely charged with the de- 
fending and fecuring his Majefty's co- 
lonies, after they have chearfuUy 
" borne their full proportion of main- 
taining his Majefly's rights in this 
part of his dominions, and reducing 
jiis enemies to terms of peace. 

Your Lordfliip will allow the Houie 
to exppefs their fears that the colonies 
bave been mifreprefented to his Ma- 
jefty's miniflers and the Parliament, 
as having an undutiful difpofiiion to- 
wards his Majcfty, and a difaffe^on 
to the mother-kingdom. It has till 
^ few years pa& been the uiage fox his 
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Majefty's requifitions to be Iain be^ 
fore the reprefentatives of his. people 
in America. And we may venture to 
appeal to your Lordfliip, that thcr 
people of this province have been 
ready to afibrd their utmpil aid for 
his Maje|ty's fervice. It would be 
grievous to hb moft faithful fubjeds, 
to be called upon f9r aid in a manner 
which implies a miftruit of a free and 
chearful compliance : and the Houie 
intreat your Lordihip?5 confideration, 
whether our enemi4es at leafl, would 
not infer a want of duty and loyalty 
in U3« when the Parliament hav9 
judged it neceffary to compel U5 by 
laws for that purpofe ; as by the late 
afts for raifing a revenue in America^ 
and the ajd for preventing mutby 
and defertibn 5 in the latter of which 
the gpvernor and councifare direde4 
to fupply the King's troops with enu- 
merated articles, and the people are 
required to pay the expence. But 
befides, your Lord&ip will judg^ 
whether the execution of this ad can 
comport with the exiftence of 21 free 
legiflative in Anierica, 

It is unnatural to fxpeft, that the 
fuprome executive power can long 
cxift, if the fupreme legiflative ibpuld 
be diflreifed and deftroyed. In order, 
therefore, to fupport the fupreme ex- 
ecutive of his Majefty, at ft) great a 
diflance, in the perfon of his gover- 
nor, judges, and other executive on- 
cers, it feems neceflTary that there 
fliotdd be a legiflative in America as 
perfeclly free, as can cgnfift with a 
lubordination to the fupreme legifla- 
tive of the whole empire. 

Such a legiflative is conftituted. l^ 
the royal charter pf tJvs province : ui 
this charter^ my Lord, the King, for 
himfelf, his heirs and fucceflS?cs, grants 
ro the gehe/al afleijibly, full power 
and 'authority to impofe and levy 
proportionable and re^fonable a&ff- 
ments, rates and taxe$ upon the 
isilates and perfons of the inhabitants, 
to beifluedaBAdifpofed Qf, by ^^^^ 
* rami 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



IP R I a R D ,o 

raut under tlie hand of the governor. 
With the axlvice and confent oif the 
council, for the fervice of his Ma- 
jdly, in the neceflary defence and 
fupport of his government of the pro- 
vince, and the protection and prefer- 
vation of the inhabitants, according 
to fuch afts, as arc or (hall be in 
force in the province. And the Houfc 
are humbly of opinion, th^t the legif- 
lative powers in the feveral colonies 
in America were originally ereded 
upon a con\d£libn, that the fubjedts 
therc^ ^ould not be reprefehted in 
the fupreme legiflative, and confe- 
quently that there was a neceffity that 
inch powers fhould be ereded. 

It is by no means, my Lord, a 
difpofition in the Houfe to difpute the 
juft authority of the fupre^ne legifla- 
tive of the nation, that induces them 
thus to addrefs your Lordfhip ; but a 
warm fenfe of loyalty to their prince, 
and, they humbly apprehend, a juft 
concern for their natural and conlU- 
tutional rights. They beg your Lord- 
ftiip would ^xcufe their trefpafling up- 
on your time and attention to the 
^reat affairs of the ftate : they apply 
to you as a friend to the rights of 
mankind and of Bridfh fubje^s. As 
Americans they implore your Lord- 
fhip's patronage, and beleech you to 
reprefent their grievances to the King 
^ur fovereign, and employ your hap- 
jpy influence for their relief. 

Signed py the Speaker. 

^ LeUer 1M the Ri^ht Hon^ Henry Sey- 
mour Coftnvay, £/q ; one of bcs Ma- 
jeftfs principal Secretaries of Stale, 
i*roijince of the Mciffachujetts-Bay , 
February 13^ 176S. 
SIR, 

The Houfe of reprcfentatives of 
this his Majefty 's province havellill the 
/enfible imprcflions of gratitude upon 
their minds, for the fignal and Ivic- 
<:cfsful exertions you were pleafed to 
make for them when the liberties of 
'the colonies were in danger. And 
yjthough they do not fall immediately 
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under your care in that department, 
to which his Majefty has been gra- 
doufly pleafed to appoint you; yet 
your known attachment to the rightt 
of fubjefts, .in their juft extent, the 
conftitutional authority of tlie fu- 
preme legiflative and the preroga-' 
tive of the fovereign, is a ftrong in- 
ducement to the Houfe, when new 
grievances happen, to implore your 
repeated aid. Conscious of their own 
difpofition, they rely upon that can- 
dour which is a diftinguifl^ed mark of 
your charafter. And however thejir 
may have been reprefented to hlf 
Majeily's minifters as undutiful^ turv 
bulent and factious, your fentimenti 
are too generous, to impute the ex^ 
preflions of uneafinefs under the ope- 
ration of any particular ads of the 
BritiiOi parliament to a peevifti or dif- ^ 
contented habit, much lefs to the 
want of a due veneration for that 
auguft'aflembly. 

This Houfe 16 at all times ready to 
recognize his Majefty's high court of 
parliament, the fupreme legiflative 
power over the whole empire ; its fu- 
perintending authority, in all cafe« 
conliftentwith the fundaniental rules of 
the conftitution, is as clearly admit*- 
ted by his Majefty's fuhjeds in this 
province as by thofc within the realm : 
iince the conftitution of the ftate, as 
it ought to be, is fixed ; it is humbly 
prefumed, that the fubjefts, in Qwtty 
part of the empire, however remote, 
have an equitable claim to all the ad-> 
vantages of it. 

It is the glory of the Britifti Prince, 
and the happinefs of all his fubj efts, 
that their conftitution hath its foun- 
dation in the ini mutable laws of na- 
ture : and as the fupreme legiflative 
as well as .the fupreme executive de« 
rives its authority from that confti-i 
tution, jit fliould feem that fio laws 
can be made or executed, that ane 
regugnant to any efllential law in na- 
ture; Hence a Britifli fubjeft is hap- 
pily 4iftinguiflied from thefubjedb of 

maojr 
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i^any pthpr jbitcs, in a joft and wdl' 
poupoed opinipn of his own fafety, 
which is the pcrfeftiqn'Qf political 

}t is acknowledged to be an unal<r 
terable }aV in nature, that a man 
ibould have the free ufe and fole dif- 
pofal of the fruit qf his honeft induf- 
ixy» fubjeft to no cojntrowL The. 
* 'equity of this prii^ciplc feefns to have 
|)ecn too obvious to be niifunderftood 
hy thofe who framed the conilitutioq ; 
^n to which it is ingrafted as an eftab- 
Bfiie^ law. It is conceived that this 
principle gave rife in early time tc> a 
reprefentation in |ja|»liament; where 
cverj^ individual m the realm has 
fince been, and is (till confidered by 
|i6ls qf parUanient as prefent by hln»- 
fclf^ or by his ^epVefentative of hif 
finn fre^ election : confequently, the. 
aid atfbrd^d there to the fovereign is 
iot of the nature of a tphute, but 
^e fjte^. and volpntary gift of alL 

The Houfe fobmit to your coniide- 
jtation, whether his Majefty's fubjedts 
cf this province, or any of them, 
can be conildeted a^ having been 
prefent in parliament, when an ad 
of the fourth of his prefent Majefty's 
rei^i^^ and apother paffed the hi fef- 
4on, were made. If not^ it fepms 
toljc conclufive, that, as thofe afts 
were made with the fole and expreis 
pt^rpofe of raifing a revenue ouc^ of 
America, the fubjcds here are in 
thofe inflances unfortunately deprived 
cf the fole dilpofal of their property^ 
^nd. the honour and privilege. of con- 
'tri\bating to the aid of their fovereign 
by . a free and voluntary gift, 

Tlie people of this province u-ould 
by no means be inclined to petition 
- the parliament for a reprefentation » 
Separated from the mother-country 
i^r a mighty ocean, and at the dif- 
i^iqe qf three _thpi;fand miles, they 
^appr'ehsn4 it is, and ever wUIbq, 
iuerly injipTadicable |hat ihey (houTd 
cq^ually repi;efented^^ th,er^:/they 
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have always been confidered by thit 
nation as fubje£ts remote: saU U| 
Majefty's roya) prcdccelTors were gra-» 
cipuily pleated to cpn^litnte by Aar-r 
ter a fubordinate fcgiflatiye in the 
province, as it is conceived, with a 
view of preferving to their remote 
fubjeds the unalienable right of a re« 
prefentatioft. By this charter the land^ 
therein defcribed are granted to thein- 
fcabitants in free and commonfoccagc ) 
and the general aflembly is inveftca 
yvitb ihe powe?" of impofing and levy- 
ing proportionable and reafonaWe af- 
ieSments, rates and taxes, upon th^ 
eftates and perfons of the inhabitants^ 
for liis Majefly's fervice, in the ne- 
ceflary defence and fupport of hi*. 
governn;ent of the province, andt|^e 
protedidn and preferiraupn of the in? 
habitant ; and of ordaining and efr 
tablifhiiig afj manner of wholeibme 
and reafonaWe orders, laws, ftatute^ 
and ordinances, dfre^ions and in^ 
ftruftions, either with oy without pe- 
nalties, as they fhall judge to be fp^ 
the good and welfare of the province : 
s^nd as a fufficient check upon this 
fubordinate 'power> , which fecures itj 
depcndance on the fupreme le^fla- 
tive, no law can be made repugnant 
to the laws of England; and all 
laws that are made, are laid before 
liis Majefty, who at any time during 
three years after, difennjills them at 
his royal pleafure. 

An that is defired by the people 
of this province, i^, that they may 
be relloredto their original Itaiiding': 
tTiey may venture to appeal to the 
nation^ that they hav^e never failed 
to aiFdrd their utmoft aid to his Ma- 
jefty whenever he hath required it ; 
and they may fay it without vanity, 
that in many inftances from their fec- 
tlement, they have given ftiiiking 
proofs of their zeal for the h0nol^' 
of their ibvereign, and their aire6Uoit 
for the mother-ftate. WTuH it not 
th^n be gjrievous to free and loyal 
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tais^tBis, tt> be called upon in a man* 
her which appears to theniy to diveft 
them of their freedom, and (o ht to 
impeach llieir loyalty as to imply a 
iniflruft of their chearful compliance 
with his Majefty's royal reqaiiitlohs. 
The Hoafe alfo beg leave to fab* 
mit» whether the people can continue 
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My Lorii, 

The Hoiife of repreientatives of 
this his Majefty's province have had 
the honour of your letter of the 7tli 
of May laft» communicated to them 
by their A>eaker^ and thank your 
Lordihip for yoor cohdefceniton, in 
the kind ientiments you are pleafedi 



free, while the crown in addition to toexprefsof hisMajeffy'sgoodmbje£b 

its uncontrovcrted right of appoint- -^ ^ '" —^ -^ ^'~' * 

ing a governor, may appoint him 
fuch ftipends as it ihall judge fit, at 
the expencc of the people, and with* 
out their confent : and whether, while 
the judges of the hnd, at fo great 
a diftance from the throne, the foun* 
tain of jttfiice» may be -altogether in- 
dependent on the people for their 
fiipport, it may not probably happcin, 
that in fome future time, the princi- 
ples of equity may be fubverted even 
on the bench of juftice, and the peo- 
ple dep4^«d of their happinefs and 
iecutityk 

The Houfc could add^ that by re- 
Itraint^ laid upon the American trade 
hy B€t$ of parliament, which operate 
equally to the advantage of Great- 
Britain and the difadvantage of this 
and the other colonies, and the taxeis 
which the inhabiuiits here eventually 
pay as the confumers of the Britifh 
manufadlures, it fhould feem to be 
beyond all the rules of equity, that 
thefe additional burdens ihould be 
laid on them. But they would not 
trefpafs upon your time and atten- 
tion to the great ajfairs of the nation. 
They beg your candid confideration 
6f the unhappy circumftances of the 
province, and hope, that, your great 
intereft in the national councils, fo 
far as fhaU appear to you to be juH, 
will be employed on their behalf. 
Signed by the Speaker* 



A^Lftter to the Right Hon, the Marquis 

of RockinghaM. 
JPronthet cf the Maffacbufetti-Baj, 



of America and of this province^ 
The eftabHihittg the harmony be^ 
tween Great Britain and her cok>nies« 
is a fubjed which your Lordihip has 
judged worthy of your particular at« 
tention : and the exertions which you 
have made for this very important 
purpofe, claim the moft gn^teful ac-# 
Kinowledgements of the Houfe, Yoor 
fentiments are fo nobly extended be* 
yond the jhoft diftant partial confide- 
rations, as mufi: diHinguifh you as i, 
patron of the colonies, a friend to the 
Britiih conftitution, and the rights of 
mankind. 

Your Lordihip is pleafed to fay^ 
that you will not adopt a. fyftem ot 
arbitrary rule over the colonies ; nor 
do otherwiie, than itrenuouily reiiA 
where attempts ihall be made to throw 
off that dependency to whith the co* 
lonies ought to fubiiiit. And your 
Lordihip with great impartiality adds 
** not only ibr the advantage of Great 
^1 Britain but for their own real hap- 
•' pinefs and fafety.*' 

This Houfe, my Lord, have thf 
honour heartily to join with you in 
fentiment; and they fpeak the Ian* 
guage of their conftituents. So fen« 
fible are they of their, happinefs and 
fafety, in their union wim and de- 
pendance upon the mother countryi 
that they could by no means be in- 
clined to accept of an independency 
if oiFered to them. Bur, my Lord, 
they intreat your confideration, whe- 
ther the colonies have not reaibn t6 
fear ibme danger of arbitrary rule 
over them, when the fbpreme power 
6f the nation, bate (hoDght ^per to 
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impofe taxes on his MajcftyV Ariieri- 
"can fnbjedtsy w;th thefole and dx- 
prefs purpoTe of raifing . a revenue; 
and tvithout their confent. 

My Lord^ the fupcrin tending pow-> 
«r df that high court over all his Ma- 
jefty's Tabjeds in the etafntei and in 
all cafes which can conM with the 
fundamental rule» of th« conftitution, 
was never queftioned in this province, 
iior^ as the Houfe conceive^ in any 
Other. But in all free ^ates the con-> 
ftitution is fixed: it is from thence 
that the fupreme legiflative as well as 
the fupreme executive derives its au- 
thority: neither^ then, can brealc 
through the fundamental rules of the 
conftitution, without deliroying their 
ewn foundation. 

- It is humbly conceived, that all 
his Majelly*& happy fdbjedts, in every 
part of his: wide extended dominions, 
have a jud and equitable claim to the 
rights of that conftitution, upon which, 
government itfelf is formed, and. by 
which fovereignty and allegiance is 
afcertained and limited. Your Lord- 
iti'ip will allow VIS to fay, that it is an. 
effential right of a Britifh fubjert, in- 
grafted into the conftitution, or if your 
Lordfhipwiir admit the cxprelfion, a 
facred and unalienable natural right, 
quietly to enjoy and have the fole dif- 
pofal of 'his own property. In con>- 
formity to this, the afts of the Britifh* 
Parliament declare, that every indi- 
vidual in the realm, is prefent in his 
Majefty's high court of Parliament, 
by himfelf or his reprefentative of his 
own free eleftion. But, my Lord, it 
is apprehended, that ajuft and equal 
reprefentation of the fubje(5ts,. at the 
diftance of a thoufafad tranfmarine 
leagues from the metropolis is utterly 
impradicable. Upon this opinion, 
this Hoofe humbly conceive, his Ma- 
jefty's royal predeceflbirs, thought it 
equitable to form fubordinate legifla- 
tive powers in America, as iperfedly 
free as the nature pf things: WQuld^adi 
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might enjoy a right, which thofe 
within thi realm have ever held fa- 
cred, of being' taxed only by repre- 
fentativcs of dieir own free eleftion. 

The Houfe beg leave to obferve to 
your Lordfliip, that the monies that 
ihall arife by the a^ for granting to 
his Majffty certain duties on paper; 
glafs, and otheir articles^. pa£ed in 
the laft fefCon of Parliament, are. to 
be applied, in the firft place, for the 
payment of the neceflary charg;es of 
the adminiftration of juftice, and the 
fupport of civil govern men t, in-fuch 
colonies where it fliall be judged nc- 
ceflary; and the refidue for defend-^ 
ing, proteding and fecuring the co- 
lonies. They intreat your. Lordihip's 
coniideratioD, what may be tlvp cop- 
fequence, in fome future time, if the 
crown, in addition to its right of ap- 
pointing governors over the colonies, 
which the Houfe chearfully recogni^, 
ihould appoint them fuch ftipends, as 
it ihall judge fit, without the confent 
of the people, and at their expence.. 
And as the judges of the. land here do 
not hold their commiffions during 
good behaviour, yoiir Lordfhip will 
judge, whether it may not hereafter 
happen, that at fo great a diftance 
from the throne, the fountain of jo^ 
ftice, for want of an adequate cjieck, 
corrupt ard arbitrary rule may take 
place, even within the colonies, which 
may deprive a bench of juftice of its 
glory, and the people of their happi- 
nefs and fafety. . 

Your Lordlhip's juftice and. candor 
will induce you to believe, that what 
our enemies may h^ve taken OQcafion 
to reprefent to his Majefty's minift^ra 
and the Parliament, as an unduttfal 
difpoiition in the colonies, is nothing 
more than a juft and firm attachment 
to their natural and ronftitutional 
rights. It is humbly fubmitted to 
your vtordftiip whether thefe ideaa. 
are well founded. Aad while this 

pro- 
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province and the colonies fhall con- 
tinue in yoiir Lordlhip's judgment to 
be faithful and loyal . iubjeSs to his 
Alajeily, they rely upon it, thait your 
happy influence will ever be employ- 
ed, to promote the fentiments of 
tendemefs as well a^ juftice in the pa- 
tent countiy. 

Signed by the Speaker. 

J letter to the Right Hon, Lord Cam* 
den. Lord High Chancellor of Great 
Britain* 
Province of the Majfachufetts-Bcvf, 

Jan, 29, 1768. 
' My Lord, 

Your great knowledge of the con- 
fiitution and laws of the nation^ of 
the juft extent of parliamentary au- 
thority, and the rights of Britiffi fub- 
jcfts, i§ a prevailing indiicemcnt to 
the Houfe of Reprefentatives of this 
his Majefty's province, to addrefs 
your Lordihip, at a time when your 
attention to thefiritifh colonies, their 
connedtion with and dependance upon 
the moiher date, and their rights as 
fnbjeds, feems to be necefiary and 
important^ not to them alone, but to 
the whole empire. 

This Houfe can fpeak only for the 
people of one province : but no af- 
fembly on this continent, it is pre^ 
fumed, can long be filent, under an 
apprehenfion, that without the add of 
fome powerful. ad vocate> the liberties 
of America will foon be no more. 

|t is a caufe which the Houie is 
a/Turedyotur Lordfhip has at heihrt: 
and the paft experi«tce of your pa- 
tronage, and tlie noble exertions you 
were pleafed to make for them in a 
late time of diftrcfs, affords the ftrong* 
eft reafon to ho^e that your happy 
mfluence will ftill be employed in 
their bel^alf, -as far as y6ur Lordfliip 
ihali judge ^ be right. 

If in all free ftatesi the cqnftitti. 
tlon is fixed^ and the fuprdm^ legif- 
latlve power of the nation, from 
^eftf e derives its authority > c«n thiat 
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power overleap the boimJs of the 
contlitution, , without fubverting its 
own foundation ? If the rcmoteft fub- 
jefts,! are bound by the ties of alle- 
giance, yyhich this people and their 
forefathers have ever acknowledged ; 
are thev not by the ovules of equity, 
intitled to all the rights of that con- 
ilitution^ which afcertaina and limits 
both fovereignty and allegiance? If 
it is an efiential unalterable right ia 
nature, ingrafted into the Britim con* 
flitution as a fundamental law, and 
ever held facred and irrevocable by 
the fubjedts within the realm, that 
what is a man's own is abfolutely his 
own ; and that no man hath a right: 
to take it, from \L\m without his con-* 
fent ; may not the fubjeds of this 
province, with a decent firmtiefsi 
which has always diiiinguiihed tl^e 
happy fubjefts of Britain, plead and 
maintain this nattiral conftitutional 
right? 

The inperinten^ng authority of 
his Majefty's high court of parlia-r 
ment over the whole empire, in all 
cafes which can confifl with the-fun-* 
damental rights of the coaftitutio^^ 
was never queflioned in this province^ 
nori as this Houfe conceive, in any 
other: 'but they intreat yotir Lord-* 
ihip's refledion one n^oment, on aii 
ad of pariiament p^iTed the laft M- 
iion; and another in the fourth of 
his prefent Majefty's reign ; both im^ 
pofing duti^ on his fubjeds in Ame- 
rica, which as they are impofed with 
the fole and expre^fs purpofe of raiiing 
a revenue, are, in effe^, tayes. The 
portion, that taxation and rep^efea* 
tation ate infeparable, is founded oa 
the immutable laws of nature : biit 
the Americans had no reprefentatioa 
in the parliament, when they werei 
taxed: ar^ they nqt then unfortu* 
Date in thefe inftance^, in havi^g 
that feparated^ which God an4 na- 
ture had joined ? Such 2^9, i\)(b l^cal 
circumilgeces qf tho; cpjonjii^ a^ ^^ 
B b, diftanc^ 
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difbnce of a thoufand leagues from 
the metropolis, and feparated ^y a 
wide ocean, as will for ever render a 
jnftand equal reprefentafion in the fu- 
preme legiflative, utterly impradica- 
ble. Upon this coniideration, it is 
conceived, that his Majetfy's royal 
predeceiTors thought it equitable to 
form legiflative bodies in America, 
as perfeAly free aS a fubordination to 
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in this province, and undoubtodly fti 
all the colonies, however they may 
have been otherwife reprefented to 
his Majefty's minifters, are loyal : 
they arc firmly attached to the mother 
ilatfc : they always conlider her inter- 
eft and their own as infeparably in- 
terwoven, and it is their fervent wifh 
that it may ever fo remain : all they 
defire is, to be refbored to the fland- 



the fuprcmc legiflative would admit ing upon which they were originally 
of, that the ineflimable rieht of being ' put ; to have the honour and privi 



taxed only by reprefentatives of their 
own free eleftion, might be preferved 
and fecnred to their fubjedls here. 
The Americans have ever been con- 
iidered by the nation as fubjedls re* 
mote ; and fucceeding' kings, even to 
the prefcnt happy reign, and until 
thefe afts were made, have always 
direded their requifitions, to be laid 
before the reprefentatives of their 
people in America, with which this 
province, and it is prefumed', all tlie 
other colonies, have with the utmoft 
chearfttlnefs complied. Mufl it not 
then be grievous to fubjeAs, who have 

'in many repeated inflances afforded 
the fbongeft marks of loyalty and 
seal for the honour and fervice of 
their fovereign, to be now called up- 
on, in a manner, which implies a 
di^ufl of a free and willing compli- 
ance ? Such is the misfortune of the 
colonifts, not only in the in fiances 
before-mentioned, bnt alfg in the cafe 
of the a6l for preventing mutiny and 
defertionj which requires the gover- 
nor and council to provide enum(?ra- 
ted articles for the King's marching 
troops, and the people to pay the ex 
pence. 

Thb is a gjreat change ; and in its 
nature delicate and important* Your 

' liOrdfhip will form your own judge- 
ment of the wifdom of making fuch 



legt of voluntarily contributing to 
the aid of their fovereign, when re- 
quired : they are free lubjeds 5 and 
it is hoped the nation will never con- 
fider them as in a tributary ftate. 

It is humbly fubmitted to your 
Lordfhip, whether fubje6b can be 
faid to enjoy any degree of freedom, 
if the crown in addition to its- un- 
doubted authority of cc^nftitutirig go- 
vernors, Ihoald be authorizedTto ap- 
point fuch flipends for, them, as it 
fhall judge proper, at their expence, 
and without their con fen t. This is 
the unh appy flate to which hi* Majefly *» 
fubjefts in the colonies are reduced, 
by the ad for granting certain duties 
on paper, and other anicles. A pow- 
er without a check is ialways unfafe ; 
and in fomc future time may intro- 
duce an abiblute eovernment into 
America. The ju^es of die land 
here do not hold their commiffions 
during good behSiidour: is it not 
then juflly to be apprehoided, that 
at fo great a difbmce from the throne, 
the fountain of national juftice, with 
falaries altogether independent of the 
people, an arbitrary rule may take 
effedfc, which fhalj deprive a bench 
of juftice of its glory, and the people 
of their fccurityk 

When a queftion arifes on the pub- 
lic adminiftration, the nation will 



a change, without the mofl prefling judge and determine in conformity to 
reafoujoranabfoluteneccffity. There its political conftitution : the great 
can be no neceffity^ my Lord, as this end of the Britifh conftitution is uni- 
Hottft humbly conceive : the fubjeAs ver&l liberty ; and^ this Houfe^ reft^ 

-** *ffurc<l. 
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airareid; t&at your Lordihip*s great in- 
tered in the national councils will al- 
ways be engaged on the fide of liber- 
ty and truth. 

Signed by the Speaker. . 

A letter to the Right Hon. the Earl of 

. Chatham, 
Pro^fince of the MaJJacbufetti-Bay ^ 
FeL 2, 1768. 
My Lord, . 

The particular attention you were 
pleafed to give to the intereft of the 
American fubjedb when their rights 
were in danger, and yo^r noble and 
faccefsful eiFo|-ts in fupport of them, 
l^ave left in the breads of all, the in- 
delible mark^ of gratitude. t he 
Houfe of Reprefentatives of this his 
lyiajefty's province, having reafon to 
be aflurcd, that in every inftance of 
your public Condu£t, you are influen- 
ced by the principles of virtue and a 
difinterciled public afFeftion, beg 
leave to manifell to your Lord (hip, 
a teftimony of their full confidence 
in you, by imploring your repeated 
aid and patronage at this time when 
the cloud again gathers thick over 
theoK 

It mud afford the utmofl fatisf^c- 
tion to the diltrefTed colon ills, to find 
your IiOrdfhip fo explicitly declaring 
your fentiments in that grand prin- 
ciple in natur:e, '.' that what a man 
hath honoflly acquired is abfolutely 
and uncontroulably his. own*" This 
principle is edablifhed as a funda- 
inental rule in the Britiih conflitu- 
tion^ which eminently hath its foun- 
dation in the ^ws of nature; and 
confequently it is the indifputable 
right of all men, more efpecially of 
a Britifh fubjed, to be prefent in per- 
ipn, or by reprefentation, in the body 
where he is taxed. 

But however fixed your Lordfhip 
and fome others may be in this cardi- 
nal point, icis truly mortifying to many 
of ii^s Nl^ajeily'^ frce^ s^d loyal fi^b- 



U M E N T S. \H 

jefts, that even in the Britifh parlia- 
ment, tliat fanftuary of liberty and 
juitice, a different fentiment feems of^ 
late to have prevailed. 

Unwilling to intrude upon your at- 
tention to the great affairs of Hate, 
the Houfe would only refer your Lord- 
fhip to an a6l paiTed in the fourth . 
year of the prefent reign, and another 
in the laft felfion of parliament ; both 
impofing duties on the Americans, 
who were not reiH-efented, with the 
fole and exprefs purpofe of raifing a 
revenue. What, my Lord, have the 
colonics done to forfeit the character 
and privilege of fubjeds, and to be 
reduced in cfFedl to a tributary ftatc ? 
This Houfe may appeal to the nation, 
that the utmoil aid of the people has 
been chearfully given when his Ma- 
jefty required it : often, on their own 
motion, and when almofl ready to 
fuccumb under the expencc of defend- 
ing their own borders, their zeal has 
carried them abroad for the honour of 
their fovereign, and the defence of his 
rights: of this, my Lord, not to mention 
any more, the redudion.of Louifburgh 
in the year } 745 , and the dcfenceof his 
Majefty's garrifon at Annapolis, and of 
all Nova Scotia, will be flanding monu- 
ments. CantherechenbeanecefiityfoT' 
fo great a change, and in its nature fb 
delicate and important, that inflead 
of having the honour of his Majeily'^ 
requifitions laid before their reprefen- ' 
tatives here, a$ has been invariably 
the ufage, the parliament (hoald now 
tax theni without their confent ? 

The enen^ies of the colonifb, for 
(uch they unfortunately have, may 
have reprefented them to his Majefty*^ 
miniilers, and the parliament, as fac- 
tious, undutiful, cifloyal: they, mj 
Lord, are equally the enemies of Bn- 
tain : fuch is your exteniive know- 
ledge of mankind, ind the fentiments 
and difpofition of the colonies in ge- 
neral, that this houfe would freely 
venture to rell the character of thj^r 
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ccmMtqents in yoar Lordfhip's Judg- 
ment : furely it is no ill difpoiition in 
the loyal fa(b}e€ts of a patriot king, 
with a decency 4nd iirmners adapted 
to their cbara^r, to aifert their free-, 
idem. 

The colonies, as this Houfe hum- 
J>ly conceive, cannot be reprefented 
in the Britifh parliament : their lo- 
cal cinctimAances^ at the diftance of 
a thoufand leagues beyond the Teas, 
forbids, and will for ever render it 
iftipradlicable : this they apprehend, 
was the reafon that his Majefty^'s royal 
predeceCors faw fit to ereft fubordi- 
irate legiflative bodies in America as 
perfeAly free as the nature of things 
would admit, that their remote fab- 
5*fts might enjoy that ineftimable 
Tight, a reprefentation. Such a le- 
gislative is conftituted by the royal 
charter of this province, tn this 
charter^ the King, for himfelf, his 
hmrs andYocceffors, grants to the in* 
Habitants all the lands and territories 
thereia de(cribed, in free and com- 
non foccage ; as ample eftate as the 
fttbjeds can hold under the crown ; 

' together with all the rights, liberties, 
privileges, ' and immnnities of his na- 
tW3A fubjeds born within the realm ; 
of which the moil eiFeatial is a power 
invefted in the general aflembly to 
lev^ proportionable and reafonable 

> caxes oh the dilates and perfons of 
thfi inhabitants, for the fervice of 4iis 
Majefly, and the necejflary , defence 
and fupport of his government of the 
province, and the protedion and pre- 
i^rvation of the inhabitants. But 

« though they were originally, and al- 
ways, fince their fcttlement, have 
h&tn. confidered as fubjeds remote, 
they^ tave ever cherifhed a warm af- 
fection for the mother Hate, and a 
]*egard fof the intereft aad happinefs 
of their fellow Aibje^s in Britain. 
5f thbn the colonies are charged with 
<she moft diftaut thought of an inde- 
J>endency, your LordJhip may be af- 
^ured, that, with reipeft to tiie peo- 



ple of this province, and it is pjrc- 
fumed, of all the colonies, the charge 
15 unjuft. ' 1 

Nothing would have prevailed up* 
on the Houfe to have given your 
Lordfhip this trouble, but the necef- 
fity df a powerful advocate, when 
their liberty is in danger i fiich they 
havfe more than once lound you to be j 
arid as ihey hunjbly hope they have 
*never forfeited your patronage, they 
in treat that your great inteteft in the 
national councils may ftill be em- 
ployed in their behalf, that they may 
be reftored to the'' ftahding of free 
fubjcdls. I 

That ypiir Lordlhip may enjoy a 
firm Hate of health, and long be con- 
tinued a great blefling to the nation 
iand her colonics, is the ardent wifli 
of this Houfe. 

Signed by the Speaker. 

-T - 

J Letter to the Right Hon, the Lords 
Commifflofierj of the Treafuryi 

Province of the MaJfdchu/etts-Bajy 
February 17, 17^8. 

My LordSf 

The Houfe of Repreientatives of 
this his Maj^Jty's province beg leave 
to lay before your Lordfhips the great 
diiHculties to which they are reduced, 
by the operation of divers afts of Pari 
liament^ inipofing duties to be levied 
on the fubjeds of the American colo- 
nies, and made with the ible and ex- 
prefs purpofe of raifing a revenue : 
and beg the favour of your candid 
judgment and great intereft in the 
national councils for their redrefs. 
'■ As their conftituents are not in any 
manner reprefented in the Parlia- 
ment, they cannot fo much wonder, 
that taxes and burdens are laid upon 
them, which they humbly apprehend 
could have been made to appear to be 
beyond all bounds of equity and pro- 
portion ; and this confideration they 
are fure would have had its due weight 
iq the Britiih houfe of commons. 

By 
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By aft of Parliament, yoar Lord- 
Ihips are fenfiblp, that the colonies 
arc reftrained from importing com- 
modities, the growth or manufac- 
ture of Europe, faving a few arti- 
cles, except from Great Britain : by 
this policy, the demand of Britim 
manuf^ures from the colonies is 
|;reatly increafed ; and the manufac- 
turers have the advr.ntage of their own 
price. Hence it appears, that what 
is gained by the fubjedls in Great 
Britain, is a lofs to thofe in America ; 
for there can be no doubt, as this 
Houfe conceive, but that if the colo- 
hifts wfere allowed to purchafe fuch 
commodities at foreign markets, they 
might have them at a cheaper rate ; 
or, which is the fame thing to them, 
the Britifh manufaftorers would be 
neccfGtated to reduce their price. 
Thus alfo, with regard to the many 
articles of their pirpduce, which the 
colonies are by aS of Parliament re- 
trained from fending to foreign ports : 
this occafioncd a great plenty of Ame- 
rican exports, and oftentimes a glut 
at the Britifh markets, which always 
diminifhes the price, and makes a 
lofs to the American, and an equal 
gain to the fubjedt in Britain. This 
regulation, evidently defigned in fa- 
vour of thofe of his Majefty's fubje^s 
inhabiting in Great Britain, the houfe 
is not 'a,t this time complaining of: 
bat they beg your Lordftiips confidc- 
ration, whether, in addition to thefe 
burdens, it is not grievous to their 
tonftituents, to be ooliged to pay du- 
ties on Britifh manufadhires here: 
efpccially conlidering, that, as the 
ccmfumers of thofe mannfaftures, they 
pay a great proportion of the duties 
and taxes laid upon them in Britain. 
It is computed by a late celebrated 
Britifh writer, that theartificial value 
arifing from th?fe duties are not left 
than fifty per cent. Your Lordfhips 
^ will then ft>rm an efHmate of the part 
that is'jpaid annuaUy upon the impor- 
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tatioh into America, which is gene- 
rally allowed to be at leaft two njil- 
lions flerling. — So great are the ad- 
Vantages arifing yearly to Great Bri- 
tain from the colonies,, molt of.which, 
it is faid, were fettled, and have been 
maintained and defended, till within 
a very few years, folely at their own 
expence : this Houfe can aifirm for 
one province only. 

But tjJK bearing an unequal fhare 
of the public burthens, though a reai 
grievance, is of but fmall coniidera- 
tion, when compared with another, 
in the mentioning of which, the 
Houfe begs your Lordfhip's indul- 
^gence. The duties levied in America, 
by virtue of the aforementioned adts, 
were impofed with the fole and ex- 
prefs purpofe of rai^g a revenue; 
and arc to be applied, in^ the fiT'i 
place, fbrinaking a more certain and 
adequate proviiion for the charge of 
the adminidration of juflice, and the 
fupport of civil government, in fuch 
colonies where it fhall be found ne- 
cefTary ; and the refidue is from time to 
time to be difpofed of by Parliament, 
towards defraying the necefTary ex- 
pences of defending, protediog, and 
fecuring the colonies. It is humbly 
fubmitted, whether his Majefly's com- 
mons in Britain have not, by thefe 
adls, granted • the property of their 
fellow fubjedts in Ameiica, without 
their confent in Parliament. Your 
Lordfhips will allow,' that it is an un- 
alterable rule in equity, that a man 
fhaiU have the free pfe and the fole 
difpofal of his property. This origi- 
nal principle, to the lafting honour 
of our Britifh anceflors, was in early 
time ingrafted into the Britifh confli- 
tution, and is the greatefl fecurity, as 
weH as the brighteil ornament of a 
Britifh fubjed. It ad^s to the real 
grandeur • of the Britifh monarch, 
whofe happy fubjelEls have an unfha- 
kctt opinion of their own fafety, 
which IS the perfe^on of political 

liberty: 
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liberty: fach a conilitation fliall in 
future ages be admired, when the 
names of tyrants and their vaiTals 
ihali be alik» forgot. This conftitu- 
tion, my Lords^ is fixed : it is from 
thence that all power in the flate de- 
rives its authority: therefore, no 
power can exceed the bounds of it 

. without deftroying its own foundati- 
on. It is conceived, that even the 
remoteft and moft inconfiderable fub- 

' jed hath an equitable claim to the 
benefit of the fundamental rules ot 

^the conftitution ; for all Britifh fub- 
jefts are alike free. The bleffings of 
the Britiih conftitution will for ever 
keep the fubjedls in this province 
united to the mother date, as long as 
the fentiments of liberty arc preferv- 
ed : but what liberty can remain to 
them, when their property, the fruit 
of their toil and induflry, and the 
prop of all their future hopes in life, 
may be taken from them at the dif- 
cretion of others ? Thejr have never 
been backward in affording their aid 
to his Majefly, to the extent of their 
ability :' they can fay without vanity, 
and they may be allowed to boa^, 
that from the days of their anceftors, 
no fubjedb have given more fignal 
proofs of zeal for the fervice and ho- 
nour of their fovereign, and affe^lion 
for the parent country : It has ftiU of 
late been the invariable ufage for his 
Majefty's requifitions to be laid before 
their own reprefentatives ; and ;. their 
aid has not been tributary, Sut the 
/ree and voluntary gift of all: the 
change is' in its bature delicate and 
important; your Lordfhips will judge 
whether there be ^ny neceffity or pref- 
£ng reafous of it : the Houfe are not 
inlenfible that the colonies have their 
enemies, who may have reprefented 
them, to his Majefty*s miniilers and 
the Parliament as feditious, diiloyal, 
and difpofed to fet up an indepen- 
de:ncy on Great Britain -, but they 
rely upon the candour of your Lord-' 
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fhips judgment : they can affirm, tiae 
with regard to this province, and> they 
preAime, all the colonies, the charge 
is injurious and unjufl ; ttie fuperin- 
tending authority of his Majeily's 
high court of Parliament, the fupreme 
legiilative over the whole empire, is 
as clearly admitted here as in Britain ; 
{o far asus confiilent with the funda- 
mental rules of the coniUtution : and, 
it is prefumed, it is Hoc further ad- 
mifTable there. 

The Houfe are humbly in opinion, 
that a reprefentation of their constitu- 
ents in that high court, by reafbn of 
local circumftances, will for ever be 
impradUcable : and that his Majefty's 
royal predeceflbrs were gracioufly 
pleafed, by charter, to ered a legif- 
lative in the province, as perfedly 
free as a fubordination would admit, 
tliat the fubjeds here might enjoy the 
unalienable right of a reprefentation ; 
and further, that the nation hath 
ever fince confideied them as fubje£b, 
though remote, an,d conceded to the 
ads of the fubordinate legiilation. 
Their charter is a check upon them, 
and efFedually fecures their depend- 
ance on Great BritaiA ; for no acU 
can be in force till the King's go- 
vernor has given his aiTent, and all 
laws that are made are laid before his 
Majefty, who at any time, during 
three years after they are made, may 
difannul them at hijs royal pleafure : 
under this check the ,Hou(e humbly 
copceive a reprefentation in Parlia- 
ment cannot be neceffary for the na-^ 
tion, and for many reafons it cannot 
be eligible to them: all they defir^ 
is, to be placed on th^ir original 
itanding, that they may fUU b^e hap- 
py in the enjoyment of their inyalua-t 
ble piivileges, and the nation may 
ilill reap the advantage of their growth 
and profperity. 

The Houfe intreat yofii Lordibjips 
patience one moment longer, while 
they juft mentioa tne ganger they 

^appre- 
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Apprehend to their liberties, \f the 
crown, in addition to its uncontro- 
vertcd right of appointing a govcr- 
nor, (hould alfo appoint him a fti- 
pendat the cxpence of the people, 
and without tKeir confent. And alfo, 
whether, as the judges and other civil 
ofliccrs of the province do not hold 
commiflions during good behaviour, 
there i^ not a probability that arbitrary 
rule may in fome time take efie£k, 
to the fubvcrfion of the principles of 
equity and jufticc, and the ruin of 
liberty and virtue. 

It is humbly hoped, that your Lord- 
fhips will conceive a favourable opi- 
nion of the people of the province ; 
and that you will patronizo their li- 
berties, fo far as in your great wif- 
dom and candour you ihall judge to 
be right. 

Signed by the Speaker. 

Thefcllowing is a genuine copji of the 
cirtulatory Utter 'which <was fent 
from the Houfi of Reprefentati<ves 
of the pro'vince ofMaJfachufetts^BiVfy 
to the Speakers of the refpe£ii<ve 
Houfes and BurgeJ/es on thiK^ontinent 
of North America. 
Province of the Maffachufetts-Bay, 
Feb, II, 1768. 
SIR, 
The Houfe of Reprefentatives of 
this province have taken into their 
ferious confideration the great difficul- 
ties that mufl accrue to themfelves 
and their conftituents, by the opera- 
tion of the feveral Afts of Parliament 
impoHng duties and taxes on the Ame- 
rican colonies. 

As it is a fubje6t in which every 
colony i» deeply inierefted, they have 
no reafon to doubt but your Houfe is 
duly imprefled with its importance ; 
and that fu(;h conftitutional meafures 
will be come into as are proper. It 
feems to be neceffdry, that all poffible 
care fhould be taken that the repre- 
fentations of the feveral aipfembiies. 
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upon fo delicate a point, fhoold har- 
monize with each other : the Houie 
therefore hope that this letter will be 
candidly confidered in no other light 
than as expreffing a difpofition freely 
to communicate their mind to a Met 
colony, upon a common concern, ia 
the fame manner as they would be 
glad to receive the fentiments of youf» 
or any other Houie of Aflembly on 
the continent. 

The Houfe have humbly reprefent- 
ed to the Miniftry their own fenti- 
ments : that his Majeily's High Court 
of Parliament is* the fupreme legifla* 
tive power over the whole empire : 
that in all free /lates the conftitution 
is fixed : and as the fupreme legiila- 
tive derives its power and authority 
from the conftitution, it cannot over^ 
leap the bounds of it, without de- 
ftroying its foundation : that thecon>- 
flitution afcertains and limits both 
fovereignty and allegiance: and there- 
fore his Majefty*s American fubje^ 
who acknowledge themfelves bound 
by the ties of allegiance, hav« an 
equitable claim to the full enjo)rment 
of the fundamental rules of the Bri- 
tiih conftitution : that it is an d&ntial 
unalterable right in nature^ ingrafted 
into the BrkiSi conftitution as a fun- 
damental law» and ever held facred 
and irrevocable by the fubje^ within 
the realm, that what a man hath ho- 
neftly acquired is abfolutelv his own, . 
which he may freely give, but cannot 
be taken from him without his con- 
fent : that the American fubjed^may 
therefore, exclufive of any coniidera- 
tion of charter rights, with a decent 
firmnefs adaptecf to the character of 
freemen and fubjefis, afterc this na- 
tural conftitutional right. 

It is moreover their humble 9pinion, 
which they exprefs with the greatcft 
deference to the wifdom of the parlia- 
ment ; that the ads made there, im- 
pofing duties on the people of this 
province, w|th thp ibfe and expvefs 

purpofe 
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purpofe of railing a rcvcnie, arc in- 
fringements of their natural and con- 
ftitutional rights; hecaufe, as they 
are not reprcfented in the BritUh par- 
liament, his Majeity'ai commons in 
Britain bv ihofe afts grant thdr pro- 
perty witnout theit confent. 

This Houfc further are of opinion, 
that tkcir conftitucnts, confidcring 
their local drcum fiances, cannot by 
any poffibility be reprcfented in the 
Parliament f and that It will for ever 
be impraaicable that they ihould he 
leqi^ly reprcfented there, and confc- 
qnently mt at all ; .being icparated 
by an ocean of a thoufand leagues : 
that his Majcfty's royal prcdeceilbrs, 
for thisreafon, were graaoofljr pleafed 
to form a fubordinate legiflauve here, 
that their fubjeas might enjoy the 
unalienable right of a rcprefentation. 
Alfo that coniideriag the utter im- 
praaicability of their ever being fully 
and equally reprcfented in parlia- 
ment, and the great expcncc that 
muft unavoidably attend even a par- 
tial rcprefentation there, this Houfc 
think, that a taxation of their confti- 
tucnts, even without their confent, 
grievous as it is, would be preferable 
to any rcprefentation that could he 
admitted for them there. 

Upon thcfe principles^ and alfo 
confi4ering that were the right in the 
parliament ever fo clear, yet for ob- 
vious reafons it woulcf b^ beyond the 
rule of equity, that their conftitucnts 
Ihould be taxed on the manufaaures 
of Great Britain l^ere, in addition to 
the duties they pay for them in Eng- 
land, and other advantages axifing to 
Qrcat Britain from the ads of trade ; 
this Houfc have preferred a humble, 
dutiful, and loyal petition to our moft 
gracioos iovereigo, and made fuch 
xeprefcntauon to his Majcfty's mini- 
iiers, as they apprehend Jwould tend 
to obtain redrefs. 

They have alfo fMbmitted to oon- 
ftUration, whether any people, pan 



be &id to enjoy any degree of btt- 
dom, if the crown, in addition to its 
undoubted authority of conftituting a 
governor, fti^uld appoint him fuch a 
ftipend as it (hall judge proper, with- 
out the confent at thc^people, and at 
their expence: and whether, while 
thc.judgesof the land, and other civil 
oiCcers, hold not their commiftions 
during good behaviour^ their having 
fidarics appointed for them by the 
crown, indepcndant of the people, 
hath not a tendency to fubvert the 
principles of equity, and endanger 
the ha|)pineis and fecurity of the fub- 

jea. 

In addition to thcfe meafures, the 
Hottfe h^vc wrote a letter to their 
agent, Mr. De Berdt, the fentiments 
of which he is direded to lay before 
the miniflry ; wherein they take no- 
tice of the hardihip i>f the ad for 
preventing mutiny and defertion ; 
which acquires the governor and 
council to provide enumerated articles 
for the King's marching troops, and 
the people to pay the> expence: and 
alfo the commiffion of the gentlemen 
appointed commilGoners of the cuf-. 
toms to reiide in America, which 
authorizes them to xpake as many ap- 
pointments as they think fit, and to 
pay the appointees what fums they 
pleafe, for whofe malrcondudk they 
arc not accountable: from whence 
.it may happen, that oiHcers of the 
crown may be multiplied to fuch a 
degree, as to become daneerous to 
the lilirty of the people, T>y virtue 
of, a Qommiflion which doth ,not ap- 
pear to this Houfe to derive any fuch 
advantages to trade as many have 
been led to cxped. 

Thcfe are the ientiments and pro- 
ceedings of this houfe : and as ^ey 
have too much reaiba to believe, that 
the enemies of the colonies have re-* 
pre(ented them to his Majefty's jni-» 
nifters and the parliament as fa£Uou$, 
difloyal^ an4 having a 4iipofition to 

mak« 
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Biake themfelves independent of the 
motKer coantry, they have taken oc- 
cafion^ in the moft humble terms, to 
aiTure his Majefty and his minifters, 
that with siegard to the people of this 
province, and, as they doubt not, of 
all the colonies, that the charge is 
unj^ft* 

The Houfe is fully fatisfied, that 
your aiTembly is too generous and en- 
larged in fentiment to believe, that 
thb letter proceeds from an ambition 
pf taking the lead, or dieting to 
the other aflemblies : they freely Tub- 
mst their opinion to the Judgment of 
others ; and ihaU take it kind in your 
Hoofe to point out to them any 
thipg farther that may be thought 
neceflary. 

. This Houfe cannot conclude with- 
out expreffing their firm confidence in 
the King, our common head, and 
father, that the united and dutiful 
fupplitations of his difbefled Ameri- 
can fubje^ will meet with his royal 
^d favourable acceptance.' 

Signed by the Speaker. 

jf copy of the aho*ve letter luas al/op 
by order of the Houfe ^ fent to Dennis 
he BerdU ^fy » agent to the province 
im London ; that be might make ufe of it, 
ifneceffaryj to prevent aty mifrepre/enta' 
jtion of it in England., 

In the Houfe of Reprefintatintes, Feb* 
13, I768. 
Whereas this Iloufe hath diredled 
that a letter be fent to the feveral 
Houfcs of Reprefentatives and Bur- 
gefTes of the Britiih colonies on the 
continent, fatting forth the fentiments 
of the Houfe, with regard to the great 
difficulties that muft accrue by the 
operation of ^ vers ads of parliament, 
for levying duties and taxes on the co- 
lonies for the fole and exprefs purppfe 
of raifing a revenue, and (heir pro- 
ceedings thereon, in an humble, loy- 
al and dutiful petition to the King, 
and 'fucb reprefentations to his Ma- 
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jefty's minifters as they apprehended 
might, have a tendency to their ob- 
taining relief: and whereas it is the 
opinion of this Houfe, that all effec- 
tual methods ihould be uken to cul- 
tivate a hannony between the feveral 
branches of this government, as being 
necefiary to promote the profperity.M 
his MajeHy's government in the pro- 
vince : 

Reiolved, That Mr. Otis, Col. 
Preble, Mr. Spooner, Mr. Sayward, 
andxMr. Hall, be a committee to 
wait on his Excellency the Governor, 
and acquaint him that a copy of the 
letter aforefaid will be laid before 
him as foon as it can be drafted^ at 
well as of all the proceedings 6i the 
Houfe relative to faid affair, if he 
ihall defifc it ; and that the faidxcom- 
mittee humbly requeft that his Excel- 
lency would be pleafed to favour the 
Houfe with a copy of the letter from 
the Right Hon. theEarlofShelburne, 
lately read to the Houfe by order of 
his Excellency,, and his own fevera 
letters to which it refers. 

T. Gushing, Speaker. 
His Excellency's Anfiuer. 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Reprefenta^ 
ti<ves* 

In anfwer to your meiTage of the 
1 3th inftant, I find it neceifary to in- 
form you, that foon after the letter 
of the Earl of Shelburne was read in 
your Houfe, I ordered a copy of it to 
be given to the Speaker, to be ufed 
as he fhould think fit, upon condi- 
tion that no other copy fhould be 
taken thereof: I am very willing 
that the copy in the Speaker's hands 
ihould be communicated to you in 
any manner which is con^dent with 
^hat reilriftion. 

I knoW of no letters of my own 
which I think can be of any ufe to you 
upon this occafion. ' 

I quite agree with you in opinion 

that all eifedlual methods fhould be 

taken to cultivate an harmony between 

C c 'the 
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Ac feveral branches of Ac fcgiilatare 
il" this govemmeht, as being nccef- 
fary to promote the prof^ctity of the 
province ; and I ihall chearfully joih 
lyith you in all proper iheafures for fo 
falotafy a purpofe. 
X^ouncif'Cbamher, Fra. Bernatid. 

/V^. 16, 1768. : 

/* the Hoitfe of Reprefentati'ves, FiL 

18, 1768. 

Ordered, that ^l^. Hancock, Ma- 
jor Fryc, Colonel Richmond, Colonel 
Noyes, and Col. Stoddard, be a com- 
mittee to wait upon his Excellency 
the Governor, and prefent to him the 
following anfwer to his meffage of the 
i6thinftant. 

T.Cu SHI NO, Speaker. 
Moj^ it pleafeyour Excellency^ 

Your meffage of the 16th inftan't 
has been read and duly confidercd in 
the Honfe of Reprefentatxves. The 
mantier, in which youf Excellency 
was pleafed ' to introduce into this 
houfe the letter from the Right Hon. 
the Earl of Shelburne, by giving or- 
ders to the fecrctary to read it with- 
out leaving a copy, appeared to be 
unprecedented and unparliamentary ; 
but this made but a light imprefSon 
on the houfe, when the members re- 
collefted; as far as they could, the 
unfavourable fentiments his lordfhip 
thought himfelf neceffitated to enter- 
tain of the two houfes of this affem- 
bly, and of fome particular members 
in this houfe, whofe charadlers in the 
opinion of the houfe ftand unimpeach- 
able. Under this apprehenfion they 
thought it neceffary for their vindica- 
tion humbly to requeft your Excellen- 
cy to favour them with a copy of his 
lordlhip*s letter ; and as it appeared , 
to them that his lordfliip had formed 
Jiis fentiments of the two houfes, and 
their members, from your own letters 
to which he referred, the houfe thought 
they cobld not do themfelve^ and their 
members juftice, unlefs they could be 
fevourcd with a fight of them alfo. 
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and accordingly Itfquefted it of y(rar . 
Exccflleticy. 

You afe pleafed td fay that yoa* 
know of no letters of your " own that 
yon think can be of aiiy tifc to the 
houfe upon this occafion *'*— The hdafb 
did not in thfeir vote or mefiagfe fay! 
what occafion they had to reqtieft 
them. But when his lordfliip exprefs* 
ly fays, that it appears frtmi yout 
feverai letters, that your negativing . 
counfellors in the late elections was 
done with due deliberation and judg- 
ment, it is natural for the home to 
conclude, that your Excellency had 
thoi»;ht it convenient, to ghre his 
lordmip, the particular reafons yoii 
had; for a meafcrre fo tare and extra- 
ordinary.—- Thefe reafons feeiri ta 
have prevaaeJd to jtfftify yom- E^tet- 
lency; for his I6l*dftiip acquaints. yon, 
that his Majdly is graciouflyplcafed 
to approve of your having exerted 
the pdw^r lodged m you by the con- 
ftitution of the province : but nnfbr-' 
tunately for the two houfes his Idrd- 
Ihip pafTes a different judgment qpon 
their conduft, and takes occafion to 
applaud 'the wifdom of thofe who 
framed the charter, in providing that 
a power flioyld be placed in the Go-» 
vernor ^s an occafional fcheck upon 
any indifcreet ufe of the right o£ 
elefting counfellors. It evidently ap- 
pears from this palTage, that his M a- 
jelly's minifter has conceived an opi- 
nion of the two houfes, as having 
made an indifcreet ufe of a charter 
right. The houfe were willing to be 
convinced that this opinion and other 
fentiments expreffed in his lordlhip's 
letter, which imply an high cenfur6 
upon the two houfes, and upon pari 
ticular members of this houfe, were 
rather inferences drawn from yoor 
letters, in which his lordlhip might 
be liable 'to miftalce, than the dired 
expreffions of it : \y8A your Excellen- 
cy been pleafed, to have faimured 
them with the copies,- they might 

have 
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Lave ^ been of ufe on this' occailon* 
and Tatisfaftory to the houfe: but 
as you have thought proper to rcfufe 
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cellency exprefles a difpofitiqn chear^ 



thenij^ they are left to conjeAure with 
- all poflible candour, and appeal to 
the world. 

His Lord/hip h induced to believe, 
that the aiTembly have made an indif- 
creet ufe of their right of chufing 
counfellors, to the excluiion of the 
principal oiHcers of government from 
the board, whofe prefence there as 
counfellclrs fo manifeftfy tends to fa- 
cilitate thef'courfe of public bufinefs, 
and who have therefore been before 
this jjeriodujliially elected ; and, that 
they iiaye thus exerted their right, 
with 'a far.di^erent intention from 
.that, of promoting the re-eftablifli- 
nient of traiiquility, and evincing the 
duty knd' attachment of the colony 
towa:r<ls' Great-Britain. — The houfe 



fiil^y to join 'with the houfe,* than an 
bpen and uiireferved explanation t^ 
each other: for this purpof^V the 
houi^ in their mefTage alTured you, 
that they were ready to lay before yoa 
their humble petition to his Majefty, 
and their reprefentatipns to his mini- 
fters, with all their other proceedings 
upon the important matters that haVe 
been before them, at the fame time 
that they made their reafonable mt* 
^ueft of your Excellency's letters. 

After having recited a great part 
of the fentiment' of his Lordikip's 
letter, no oqe c^n be ailonifhed at 
the conclufioh he is pleated to make, 
that under fuch circumftances it can- 
iiot be furprifing, that his Majefty's 

fovernor exerts the right entrufted to 
im' by the fame conftitution, to the 
purpofe of excluding thofe from the ' 



would be glad to juftify this conftruc- CQuncil, whofe niittaken zeal majr 
tipn^ of his LordBiip's letter, which have led them into improper exccfle8> 
Is nearly in the w^rds of it, by pub- and whole private . refentments (and 



Jifliing-it in 'their journals, but that is 
.inconfiftent. with your Excellency's rc- 
ilfidions.— This is pot the firft time 
that jiis Majefty's minifters, and even 
jhis JVUjeily himfelf, aft;er having had 
before hjm yoiw Excellenc5)''s letters, 
^d the . inclojures^ has thought it 
necff&ry to form an opinion of his 
Joyal fubjeds of this province, as halv- 
ing a degree of ill temper prevailing 
jampng /them : and your Excejleocy 
cannot be infenfible, that the prefent 
,hQufe have heretofore, for the fafee of 
conciliating the minds of the people, 
ajad reftoring an unanimity to this ge- 
nejal courts requeued your Excellenr 
9y to give them the opportunity q£ 
making jt evident to their conftitu- 
£ats, that your letters had no ten- 
-de»cy to induce fuich an opinion « 
sind the houfe fUl) thiiik that nothing 
would tend more to promote th^ fa- 
Jutary purppfe of cultiviting an har- 
mony between the feyeral branches 
pf this Immature, in which your Ex- 



his lordfliip adds, he fliould be foriy 
to afcribe to them rhotivjes ftill more 
blameable) may in your opinion fur- 
ther lead them' to embarrafs the ad- 
miniilration and endanger the quiet 
of the province. — Surely his lordfliip 
Would never havfe pailed fuch a ccn* 
fure upon the two hoijfes pf affemWy, 
nor upQ» p^rticujar gentlemen alto- 
gether ftrang^rs to him, but upon 
what he thought to he the beft authoi^ 
rity : it is far beneath his charafter 
and dignity to give credit, or even 
to heaften to any account fo preju-^ 
dicial to ' the reputation of the pro* 
vince, and of particular perfons, but 
w'hat he receives "from gentlemen in 
the highe/t ftations in it. — Your Ex- 
cellency then jnnfl: allow the houfe t^ 
believe, until they (hall be convinced 
to the contrary, that your feveral let* ' 
ters., tp .which his Iprdihip refers,, are 
fo fully exprefled ^ to have left his 
lordihip no room to fuipe^ that he 
could be miftakefl« 
C c t fa 
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In fqch a cafe your Excellency can- 
not think that the houfe can remain 
in filence.: they recommend to their 
injured members a becoming calm- 
nefs and fortitude ; and take this oc- 
cafion to bear a teitimony to their 
zea] for the honour of their king and 
the rights of their conftituent^^ : but 
Che character of the people whom this 
houfe reprefenty as well as their owii 
Jionour ts at (lake, and requires th^ 
to take every pradent meafure for 
their own vindication. The houfe 
are truly forry that this new occaiion 
of miftrufi: and jealoufy has happen- 
cdy but they can never be fo wanting 
to themfelves^ as to omit the opporr 
tunity of removing from his lordihip's 
mind the unfavourable impreffions 
which appear by his letters, and what 
is of much greater importance to them* 
of ftandin^ before their fovereign in 
their own juft chara^er of loyal fub- 
jedb. 

Ftbruary 23, 1768. 
7be Secretary nuetu down to the Houfe 

cf ReprefenttUi'ves nuith thefollow" 

ing nujfage.from bis Excellency the 
. Gwernor, ivhich to prevent mf- 

taket *tvas' reduced to writings and 

« copy thereof delivered to the Speak" 

#r. 

Mr. Speaker, 

I am ordered by his Excellency tp 
inform you that as this Houfe has 
thought fit to permit their melTage of 
Feb/i8th>, containing extracts from 
the Secretary of State's letter ivith 
obfervations upon it to be printed in 
9^ commoii news-paper, it is to no 
purpoie to continue the reflriftion 
againil granting copies of fuch let- 
ter ; be therefore confents that it may 
be entered upofi the journal of the' 
jboufe* 

Copy of et letter frof^ the Right Hon* 
the Earl of ShelBurne, to his Excel- 
lency Gov. Bernard, dated White- 
hall, ijth Sept. iy6y, which was 



read to the Houfe hy order of his Ex^r 

eellency, and occafionfid the letter /# 

his Lordjhip infer ted p. I98< 

I have the pleafure to iignify to you 

his Majefty's approbation of your 

condud^y and to acquaint you^ that 

he is gracioufly pleafed to approve 

of your having exerted the power 

lodged in you, by the conftitution of 

the province of Maffachufetts-Bay, 

of negativing counfellors in the late 

jele£^n, which appears from your 

feveral letters to haye t)ceu done vnxh 

due deliberation and ji^dgpnent. 

Thofe who framed the prcfent char r 
ter very wif«iiy provided that this 
power mould be placed in tie gover- 
nor as an occafion^l check upon any 
indifcreet ufe of the right of elefting 
counfelbrs, which was given by char- 
ter to the aflembly, which might at 
certain periods, by an improper exer^ 
cife, have a tendency to. diftnrb th.^ 
deliberations of that part of the Icy 
giflature,. from whom the greateffc 
gravity and moderation is more pe- 
culiarly expeftcd. As long therefore 
as the afTembly fcall exert their right 
of election to the excluiion of the 
principal officers of government^ ^<»?- 
council, whofe prefence there, as 
counfellors, |b manifeftly tends to 
facilitate the courfe of public bufl- 
nefs, and who have therefore been 
before this period ufually eleded, and 
whilil, in particular, they exclude naen 
of fuch unexceptionable chara&ers a^ 
both the prefeht Ijeutenant governor 
and fecretary undoubtedly are, anS 
that top, at a time when it is mot^ 
peculiarly the duty of all parts of the 
coniHtution to promote the re>eftab- 
liihment of tranquility, and not fore- 
go the leaft occaiion of evincing the 
duty and attachment of the colony 
towards Oreat-Britain ; it catinot, 
under fuch circumftances, be furpriz- 
ing that his Majefty*s governor exerts 
the i^ight ei^trufled to him by the jfame 
conftitiition, to the putpofe of exl 

eluding 
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dading thofe from the coandl whoie 
iniiiaken zeal may have led them in- 
to improper exceifes, and whofepri- • 
vate refentments C^nd I fhould be 
forry to afcribe to them motives ftill 
more blameable) may in your opinion 
further lead them to embarrafi the 
adminiilration and en4anger the quiet 
of the province. 

' The difpute which has arlfen con- 
cerning fhe lieotenant-govemor's be- 
ing prefent without a voice, at the 
deliberations of the council, is no 
otherwife important, than as it tends 
to^fhew a warmth in the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives which I am extreme- ■ 
iy lorry for.— There is no pretence 
of danger to be apprehended from 
jhe prefence of the lieutenant gover- 
nor m council, there is bo novelty in 
the pra£tice^ and there is an apparent 
ntility and propriety in admitting Jbim 
to be prefent at the deliberations of 
the council, who may be fuddenly 
called to the adminiftration of the 
province. If this oppofitipn to the 
lieutenant governor's fitting in coun- 
cil, is to be confidered as perfonal, it 
inuft appear here ycry extraordinary, 
that a perfon of his very rpfpedlablc 
charadter, and whofe learning and 
ability have been exerted in the fer- 
vicc of America, ftiould yet meet 
with fq ipuch animoiity and il}rwill 
in a province, which feems to owe 
him particular obligations. But t^e 
quemon concernihr his admifiion 
ieems to lie after ^n in the breail of 
the council only, as being the proper 
judges of their own privileges, and , 
as having the beft rights to determine 
Whom they will admit to be prefent 
at their deliberations. 

As to what concerns the agency of 
the province, it is doubtlefs a point 
that merits attention : but as matters 
of this nature from other provinces 
ihave been heretofore under the con- 
iideration of the lords of trade, his 
)^ajefty has beei) pleafed to refer t^e 
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whole matter to their' lordAips for 
their report, before any determinafioa 
fhall be taken thereupon. 

I am to inform you. Sir, that it is 
his Majefty's determined reiblution to 
extend to you his countenance and 
Drote6iion in every conltitutional mea- 
lure that fhall be found neceflary §or 
the fupport of his government in the 
M^ifachufetts-3ay : and it will be- 
your care and your duty to avail your^ 
felf of fuch protedion in thofe cafeft- 
only, where the honour and dignity 
of his Majefty's .government is r^allv 
either mediately or immediately con« 
ccrned, 

' It is unnecefTary to obferve that the 
nature of the Engliih conflitutipn is 
fach as to fumifh no real ground of 
jealoaiy to the colonies, and whei^ 
there is fb large a foundation of con- 
fidence, it cannot be, but that acci* 
dental jealouiies mufl fubfide, and 
things again return to their proper 
and national courfe; the extremes* 
even of legal right, on either fide,' 
though fometinlcs necefTary, arc al* 
ways inconvenient, and men of real 
property, who muft be fenfible that 
their own profperity is conneded with 
the tranquility bf the province, will 
not long be inactive, fufFer their quiet 
to be diflurbed, and the peace 
and fafety of the flate endangered 
by the indifcretion or refentment of 
any. 

I am, with great truth andVegaid, 
Sir, your moft obedient 

humble fervant, 
SHELBURNE.- 



J Letttr U the Right Hon, the Earl 
of Shelburney occafioned by his Lord" 
Jhip*s Letter to his Excellency Go-- 
*vernor Bernard y read to the Houfi 
hy the Secretary, i?y his Excellencylf 
Order. 
Province of the MaJfachu/etts-Bayy 
January 22, I768, 

My 
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HU ExccUcBcy Governor Bernard 
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and acgttfauoi^ a^ainfl thpaa^ itylujsh 
they are kept in igno|^fice pf, they 



karbecn'pleaifed'^to give orders to the , rely upon your known cgii^dow" and 
fctnetary of this province to read to. juftice, that ujf 



tJie Houfe of Rejprefcntatlves a letter 
1|^ had rexeived from your Lordflixp, 
dated Whitehall the X7th of Scptenj- 
fcel*^ 1767 ; which having done, the 
fccreury withdraw, widiout leaving 
»<opyasufual. . ^ . . . ' 
. The Hottfe wea both grieved and 
^onifiled to find your Lordlhip un- 
der a neofeflity of exprcffing fuch un- 
b^^o^Mc fentiments of the two 
Hottfes of the general aiTembly, as 
well as of fome particular members of 
Ms Houfe, altogether ftrangers to you, 
with regard to the eleaion of counfelr. 
krs in May laft. They obfcrved, 
' that your toidfeip's leuer bad a re- 
ference tp feveral of hjs Excclleucy'^- 
kucrs^ upon, which ypiir (cntiments 
fcemed to bie form^ ; and as his Ex- 
ecllency had intimated to.the Speaker 
of the Houfe his defire of having a 
copy of a certain letter which the 
Houfe had direaed to be ient to. the 
Spesikers of the feveral Houfes of Af- 
femWy in the other colonies, a copr 
rf" wWch it is prcfumed will be laid 
l»fore your Lordfhip j the Houfe ap^ 
pointed a committ€e to wait on his 
Excellency, and acquaint him. that 
they were ready to lay before him ^he 
Sud letter^ and their whole proceed* 
ings, relating to an important affair 
then before them, if he fcould dcfire 
it. And the fame committee was di- 
rcded humbly to rcqueft his Excel- 
li6ncy to favour the Houfe with a copy 
of your Lordlhip's letter, together with 
Ids own- letters to which it r^erred. 
Whereupon meffages paiTed between 
the Governor and- Houfe, which the 
fioufe begs leave to inclofe to your 
Loriflhip. ' 

As the Houfe thmk they have juft 
giontids of fufpicion, that his Exccl- 
fency's letters to your Lordihip con- 
tain, at leaft, an implication of charge 



^ , upon this their humble 

requeft, you will be "pleafe^ to give 
qraers, that copies be laid, before the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives; that they 
may have the opportunity of vincU- 
catmg themfelves and their confti- 
tuents, and of happily removing from 
your mindan opinion of them> ground-i 
ed, as your Lordfhip might, then rea- 
fonably jud§;e, upon good .i^^prma- 
tion, as having behaved in a m^^oer 
unbecoming tlie charafter of loyal 
iubjefts. They hope you will be : lb 
favourable as to fq^fpend, your &rther 
judgment, of them, .till, they can be 
made acqualhted with the' tjaatters 
that may have been alkd^ged againft 
them, and can make their defence, 
In the ^ean time xhey beg le>avc juft 
to mention to your Lordft^jp, that 
the ekdions of the Jaft May, to far as 
this Houfe had a part in-tnem, were 
made with a freedom and deliberation 
fuitable to.the importance of them 5 
that they were in nucnced by no mo- 
tives bu^ the profperity of his Majef- 
iy's government, and the:happinefs of 
his fubjeds; thatjthcnon-eIe£lion of 
fe vera! g^p tiemen of diiiiiiguifhed cha- 
ratler and Nation, was .by no jmeans 
the e&'d of party prejudice, private 
lefentmeiit, or motives,. ilill more 
blameable ; but the refult ofcalm j-e- 
ileftion upon the danger that might 
accrue ^ our excellent conlHtution^ 
and the liberties- of the people, from 
too great an opinion of tiie Icgiflative^ 
executive an4jndiciary powers of go- 
vernment, which, in the opinion of 
the greateift writers, ought always to 
be l^pt (bparaie : nor was this a nevy 
opinion, ibrmed at a certain period ^ 
but it has been the prevailtng fenti- 
me&tef many of the moft fennble and 
unexceptionable gentleinen in. the pro- 
vince for many years paft ; upon prirk- 
<:iplesy which your Lordflup's tho- 

rougl^ 
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rottgh knowledge of the <x»ftit«tion, 
and the juft balance of the fevefal 
powers of government, ^is Honfe is 
aflurcd, will juftify. And although 
his Excellency was pleafed to exerdfe 
his undoubted right of negativing 
fome of the •gentlemen elefted, the 
Houfe have had no reafon to alter 
their opinion of them, as being unex- 
ceptionable in point of ability, for- 
tune, and charader. They beg par- 
don for this further troiiblc given to 
your JLordftnp, which -they coald not 
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yonr condud, ytm riiuft not wonder if 
you are tieated with open diflike ; for 
it is impoffible, how much iberer we 
endeavour it, to feel anyefteemfor 
a man like you— Bad as the woHd 
may be, there is yet in every breaft 
fomcthing which points out the good 
man as an objeft worthy of refpeft^ 
and marks the j^uiJeful treacheroua 
man-liater for di%pft and ittfamy— -- 
Nothing has ever been more in<- 
tolerable than your infolence upon a 
late occafion, when you had by your 



avoid; beitig foticitous toifet their ju^cialinfinuations, induced a worthy 



condndt in its true point of light be- 
ibreyou: and they rely upon your 
known' juftice^ that yon will intercede 
with the throne fer this province. 
They are aflbred; that ycur Lordfliip 
will not fuffer a province to be mif- 
Teprefented, even by perfons of ftation 



minifter of ftate, to form a moft un- 
favourable opinion xif the province ia 
general, and fome of the moft re- 
^efitable inhabitants in particular; 
you had the effrontery to produce a 
letter from hit Lordfhip, as proof of 
your fuccefs in calumniating us.- 



here : and if th*re be any fuch, they Surely you mull fuppofe we have loft 
fatter themfelves, that their removal all feeling, or you would not dare 



will render this people happy in the 
cfteem of the parent country, and 
much more fb in the fmiles of the beft 
of Kings. 

Signed by the Speaker. 

Papers relating t$ afvpfofed libel on the 

Governor of the Province of the Maf 

fachufettS'Bay* 
The foHov:ing nvas fuhltjhed in Ihe 

Bofton Gaxettey of February 29. 

Mefrs. Bdlfs and Gill. 

Pleafeto infer t the follovoing. 

May it pleafe your - — —, We have 
for a long time known your enmity 
to this province. We have full proof 
of your cruel ty to a loy r 1 people . No 
age has perhaps furnilhed a more glar- 
ing itiftance of obftinate perfeverance 
in the path of malice, than is now ex- 
hibited in your - ^^ •-" <; Could you 
have reaped any advantage from in- 
juring this people, thefe would have 
been fdme excufe for the manifold 
abufes with which you have loaded 
them. But when a diabolical thirft 
for mifchief is the alone motive of 



thus taantijigly to display the trophies 
of your flanders, and upbraidingly, 
to make us fenfible of the inexprei^ 
fible misfortunes which you have 
brought upon. us.— -But I refrain^ 
left a full reprefcntation of the hard- 
ihips fuSered by thistoo long infulted 
people (hould iead them to an unwar- 
rantable revenge. We never can treat 
good and patriotic rulers with too 
great reverence — But it is certain 
that men totally abandoned to wiek- 
ednefs, can nevfer merit our regard, 
be their ftations ever fo high. 
*' Ifjirchmen are by Go^ appointed ^ 

* * TheDetnlmay be the Lord's anointed. **• 

A TRUE Patriot. 

* Thefe two L'»es are taken from Rocbwfter'-s 

Sarins. 

Bofton, March 3, 
Taefday laft his Excellency the Governor 
ivas pleafed to fend the follo<wimg 
Meffage to the Hon. his Majefty^s 
Council, 

Gentlemen of the Council^ ^ 

I have been ufed to treat the publi- 
cations in the Bofton Gaagecte widi 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



PRIOR DOCUMENTS. 



200 

the contempt they deferve, bat when 
they are carried to a length, which, 
if unnoticed, mufl endanger the* very 
being of government, I cannot con- 
fidently with the regard to this pro- 
vince which I profeis and really have, 
excnfe myfelf from taking notice of a 
publication in the Boflon Gazette of 
yeflerday, beginnine'at the top of the 
fecond column of tie fecond page of 
the fapplement. I therefore confult 
you IB council thereupon, and have 
received your unanimous advice, that 
I ikottld lay the faid libellous paper 
before the Houfe of Reprefentatives. 

In purfuance of which advice, I 
have ordered the Secretary to commu- 
nicate to you the fsud libellous paper, 
that you may take the fame, together 
with all the drcumHances attending 
it, into your ferions confideration, 
and do therein as the Majefty of the 
King, and the dignity of his govern- 
ment, the honour of this general 
court, and the true, intereft of this 
prevince, iball require. 
Council Chamber, Fra. Bfrnard, 

March I, 1768. 
In tfjr/tw^r to which, there heing the 

fullnimbet of the council prefent , ex- 
, cepting three gentlemen, the board 

unanimoujly 'voted the following ad- 

drefs to his Excellency, . 

The Hoard h^ve taken into ferious 
confideration your Excellency's mef- 
fage of the firft inftant, with the Boflon 
Gazette communicated therewith. 

The article in faid Gazette, refer- 
red to by your Excellency, gave the 
board a real concern, not only as it 
is mifchievous in its tendency, but as 
it is a falfe, fcandalous, and im- 
pudent libel upon your Excellency. 
.. Although the author of it may en- 
deavour to fcreen himfelf by the omif- 
iion of a name; yet as it refers par- 
ticularly to a tranfadlion fo lately had 
in the general court, there is the 
higheftprefumption, the intention of 
it could be no otherwife than to place 



your Excellency in the moil odious 
light. , 

Such an infolent and licentious attack 
on the chief magidxate (theKing'^s re- 
prefehtative in the province) involves 
in it an attack on government itfelf ; 
as it is fubverfive of all order and de- 
conim, and manifeftly tends to de^ 
ftroy the fuborditiation, that is ab- 
Ibltttely neceflary to good govern- 
ment, and the well-being of ibdety. 
It would have been flagitious at any 
time, but ^in^ perpetrated while the 
general court is fitting, and a tranfw 
action in the court the alledged occa- 
iion of it, it becomes from thefe and 
other circuijufiances, in the HigheH 
degree flagitious ; and may juHly be 
deemed, not only an infult on the 
general court ; not only an infult on 
the King's authority, and the dignity 
of his government ; but, as it con- 
cludes with the mod unwarrantable 
profanenefs, an infult upon the. King 
pf Kings. 

The board therefore cannot but 
look upon the faid libel with the at- 
moft abhorence and deteilation : and 
they are firmly perfuaded the pro- 
vince ^ in genera} view it in the 
fame light r the threats therefore im- 
plied in the faid libel cannot be the 
threats of the province, but of the 
libeUer. 

The board take thb opportunity 
with one voice to aflbre your Excel- 
lency, that, to thenitmoft of their 
. power^ they will always defend and 
fupport the honour and dignity of the 
King's governor : and will be ever 
ready to do, in this affair, as in every 
other, whatever the majefly of the 
King, the honour of the general court, 
and the true intereH of this province. 
fhall require. 
His Excellency nuas pleafed to return 
the following anfwer* 
Gentlemen, 

I thank you moil heartily for this 
addrefsj in which you expreis £0 full 

and 
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iind lioanimous a fenfe of your daty 
to the King^ and your refblation to 
fupport his government in this pro- 
vince, F'or myfelf, I am fo fortified 
in a cpnfcioufnefs of* my own integri- 
ty, which has hitherto defied the ut- 
njoft malice to impeach it publickly, 
that 1 am not to be moved by the im- 
potent attacks of* an anonymous li- 
beller, I fhould not have taken no- 
tice of the libel in quelUon, if I had 
not apprehended itpregnant with dan* 
ger to the government. Ai you are 
of the fam6 opinion, I have only to 
afiure you, tjiat I will at all times 
moid readily join With you in ^1 pro- 
per meafures to maintain the autho- 
rity ot the Kingi and to promote tht 
welfare of the people, within the 
province^ committed by his Majefly 
to my charge^ 

. Aftfr^A 3, 17^8. 

His Excellency /ent the tike mejffage /« 
the Hou/e of Reprt/entatiifesy as the 
f receding to the Council^ mutatis 
mutandis ; to 'which the Hou/e tdadi 
the /olhnving anfnji^er*, 
in the Hou/e o/ReprefeHtdthes^ March 
3, 1768- 
Orderedi That Mr. Hancock, Mr. 
Otis, Col. Ward, Mr. Spooner, and 
Capt. Bradford, be a committee to 
wait on. his Excellency the Governor, 
with the following anfwer to his mef- 
fage of the iftinftant. ' 

May it plea/e your Excellency, 
In duty and great refpe^ to his 
Majefty's reprefentative and governor 
of the province, this houfe have given 
all due attention to your meiTage of 
the ^^ inftant. You are pleafed to 
J-ecommend to their ferious cohfide- 
ration, a publication in the Bofton 
Gazette of Monday lalt as " being 
Carried to a length, which if unno- 
ticed, inuft endanger the very being 
of government.** In this view, your 
Excellency, in the notice you have 
tftken of it, without doubt, adled 

Od 



^1 

" confiftenfly with the regard to tlus 
province, which yoii profefs.** 

We are very forry that any ^bli-^ 
cation in the new^-paper, or any othei^ 
cauie, fhould give your Excellency aii 
apprehenfion of danger to the being' 
or dignity of his Majelfy*s govern- 
ment here. But this houfe, after ex- 
amination into the nature and impor- 
tance of the paper referred to, cannot 
fee reafon to admit of fuch concluiloa 
as your Excellency has formed. No 
, particular perfon public or private is 
pamed in it : and as it dbth not ap- 
pear to the houfe, that any thing cbn* 
tained in it can affeft **. the.nlajclly 
of the King, the dignity of the go- 
vernment, the honour of the general 
court, or the true intertfft of th# pio- 
yiiice,'* th^y think they may be fully^ 
juiliAed in their determination to take 
no further notice of it.f 

f he liberty of the prefi is a great 
bulwark of the liberty 0f the people : 
It is therefore the incumbent duty of* 
thofe who are conftituted the guar- 
dians of the people's right, to defend 
and maintain it. This houfe, how- 
ever, as one branch of the legiflature* 
in which capacity alone they have 
any authority, are ready to difcoun- 
tcnafice an abufe of this privilege, 
whenever there fhall be occafion foi* 
it : fhould the proper bounds of it 
be at any time tranfgrefled, to the 
prejudice of individuals, or the pub- 
lic, it is their opinion at prefent, tnat 
provifion is already made for the 
punifhment of offenders in the com- 
mon courfe of the law. • This pro* 
vifion, the houffe apprehend, in xh6 
prefent ftate of tranquility in the pro- 
vince, is fufHcient, without thfel in- 
terpofition of the general afTeniblyj 

which, 

•j- 'the divifion upon this qdeftion was 5$ 
to 18.—- It was afterivards given in charge to 
the Grand Jury to prefent the piece as a libel* 
They refufed to And the bfll. And thus th« 
matter ftood wiiea the hft advicei cacne hota. 
Boifoa* 
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which, however it is hoped, will at 
all times be both ready and wilMng to 
fupport the executive power in the 
due adminiftration of juftice, when- 
ever any extraordinary aid (hall be- 
come nefedfuL 

ne di'vifitm in the Houfe upon this 
meffage <was 39 to 30. 

Bofton, (Friday) March 4, 1768; 
This day his Excellency the Governor 
prorogued the great and general ^ourt 
unto Wednefday th$ X^th of April 
next, after making the following 
■ fpeech. 

Gentlemen tf the Houfe of Reprefenta- 
tivesp 
The moderation and good temper, 
which appeare4 to regulate your con- 
dud at the opening this feffion, (6 
flattered me that I. promifed myfelf 
that the like difpofition would have 
Continued to the end of it. But I am 
ibrry tp find that the lovers of con- 
tention, have fhewed themfelves not 
fo intent upon preventing it, as uj>on 
waiting for a fit opportunity to revive 
it. The extraordinary and indecent 
obfervations which have been made 
upon the Secretary of State's letter, 
wrote, as I may fay in the prefence of 
the Kinghimfelf, will fully juilify this 
fuggeftion. The caufes of the cen- 
fure therein contained, have been fpe- 
cifically affigned and fet forth in the 
letter itfelf. Thefe caufes are fads 
univerfally known, and no where to 
Ibe denied; they are cohfidered in 
the letter as the fole caufes of the 
cenfure confequent thereto ; and there 
wasnooccafion to refort to my letters, 
or any other letters, for other reafons 
for it. If you think that this cenfure 
is fingular, you deceive yourfelves ; 
and you are not fo well informed of 
what pafiies at Weftminfter as you 
ought to be, if you do not know that 
it is as general and extenftve as the 
knowledge of the proceeding to which 
it is applied : and therefore all ycir 
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infinuations againft me, *tipoii falft 
fuppofitions of my having mifrepre- 
fented you, are vain and groundlefs^* 
when every efFeft is to be accounted 
for from plain narrative 6f fads whicS 
muft have appeared to ,the Secretary 
of State from yoar own journals. It 
is not therefore me, gtentlcimen, that 
youcalJto account: it is the nobM 
writer of the letter himfelf, the Eline^l 
minifter of ftate, who has taken &e 
liberty to find fault with the condad 
of a party in your afiemUyi 

Nor am I lefs innocent of ^e mak^ 
ing this letter a fubjed of public Te- 
fentmenti When upon the beft ad- 
vice, I found myfelf obliged to com^ 
municate it to you, I did it in fuch ai 
manner, that it ihight not, and would 
not, if you had been pleafed, havtf 
tranfpired out t)f the general eou|t« 
Prudent men, moderate men would 
have confidered it as an admonitioa 
tather than a cenfure, and have made 
ufe of it as a means of reconriliation^ 
rather than of furthei* diib-adion i 
but there are men to whofo 'bdng (I 
mean the being of their importance) 
everlattrng contention is. necefiary; 
And by thefe has this letter been 
dragged into public, and has been 
the fubjed of declamatory obfova*^ 
tlons ; which together with large ex- 
trads of the letter itfelf, have imme- 
diately after been carried to the pre^ 
of the publiihers of an infamont 
news -paper ; notwithftanding the let- 
ter had been communicated in a con- 
fidence that no copy of it fhould be 
permitted to be taken. So little have 
availed the noble Lord's intentions 
of pdinting out the means of reftoring 
peace and harmony to this govern- 
ment, and my defire to purfue ftich 
falutary purpofe to the utmoil of my 
povv'er. 

Having faid thus much to vindicate 
m) ielf, which every honeft man ha^ 
a rig t to do, I muft add, that I have 
done iioching on my part to occafion. 

a dif- 
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tdifpote between me and your houfe; 
it has been forced upon me by parti* 
colar perfons for their own porpofeg. 
1 never will have any djfputc with the 
reprefentatives of this good people 
which I can prevent^ and will klways 
treat them with dae regard, and ren- 
der them real fervite when it is in 
my power. Time and experience 
^11} ^)Qn pull the m^fks off thofe falfe 
patriots, who are f^crificing their 
country to the gratification of their 
own pallions. In the mean while, I 
ftall with more firmnefs than ever, 
if it is poflible, pnrfue that fteady 
conduft, which the fervice of the King 
and the prefcrvation of this govern- 
inent Co forcibly demand of me. And 
t (hall, above all^ endeavour to de- 
fend this injured country from the 
imputations which are caft upon it, 
and the evils which threaten it, ariiing 
Ir^m the machinations of a few, very 
few, difcontented men, and by no 
means to be charged pp the generality 
of the people. 

Gentlemen rf the Council, 
I return you thanks for your ftea- 
dy, uniform and patriotic conduft 
during this whole feilion, which has 
/hewn you imprefTed with a fu'li fenfe 
pf your duty both to your king and 
to your country: f he unanimous 
example of men of your refpeftable 
(charaders, cannot fail of having great 
weight to engage the people in gene- 
ral, to unite ^n proper meai^s to put 
an end to the diiTention, which has 
fo long harrafled' this province in its 
jnternal policy, and difgraced it in 
Its reputation abroad. I ihall m>t 
fail to make a faithful reprefentation 
to his Majefty of yOur merit upon this 
pccaiion. 
CouncH'Chamber^M^ch^y 1 768. 

On the 2ift of June, the members 
of the alTembly of Maflachufetts-bay 
received the following meiTage frofn 
povemcM* Bernard. 
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Gentkmen of the Hou/t of JLepreJenta^ 
tives, 

I have his Majeffy's orders to make 
a requifition to you, which I commu- 
nicate in the \try words in which X 
have received it. I muft defire yoii 
to take it into immediate confidera*- 
tion, and I a/Ture you that your refo- 
lution thereon will have moft impor- 
tant confequences to the province. - I 
ani mylelf merely, minifterial in thi« 
bufinefs, having received his Majef- 
ty's inftrudtion for all I have to do, in 
it. I heartily wiih that you may fee 
how forcible the expediency of your 
giving this- teiHmonial of your duty 
and fubmiifion is at this time. If you 
ihould think otherwife, I jnufi never- 
thelefs do my duty. 
Council' Chamber, FnA.BBRNARDk 

jTff/rf ai, 1768. 
The following ivas the extract of tht 

letter from the Earl of Hillj^or^gh, 

referred to in Governor. Bemard*s 

meffage, dated Wlntehall, April %2d» 

17^- 

It gives great concern to his Ma-. * 
jefty to find that the fame mode** 
ration which appeared by your letter 
to have been adopted at the begin<» 
ning of the feffion in a fuU aflembly, 
had not continued, and that» inftead 
of that fpirit of prudence and refpeft 
to the conftitution, #hich ieemed at 
that time to influence the conduct of 
a large majority of the members, a 
thin houfe at the end of the feffion 
fhould have prefumed to revert to, 
and refolve upon a meafure of fo in- 
flammatory a nature as that of writing ~ 
to the other colonies on the fubjed ol 
their intended reprefentations againft 
ibme late ads of parli^iment. 

His Majefly confiders this ftep as 
evidently tending to create unwar«^ 
rantayt? combinations, to excite aa 
i^njoftifiable ojppofition to' the confli-^ 
tutional authority of Parliament, and 
to revive thoie unhappy divifions an4 
diftradions which l^ve operated fo 
P d 2 preju- 



ifciiift 



Digitized by 



Google 



201 



PRIOR. DOCUMENT 8. 



pnjadicially to the true mterefb of to the HoDOurable Board; andcopiei 



Great Britain and the colonies. 

After what pafre4 in the former 
part of the feilion, and after the de* 
clared fenfe ef fo large a majority 
when the houfe was fall, his Majefty 
cannot but confider this as a very un- 
fair proceeding, and the refblutions 
taken thereupon to be contrary to the 
real fenfe pf the aflembly, and ]pro* 
cured by furprize : and thtfe&jre it is 
the King's pleafure, that fo foon as 
the general court is again aflembled 
tt the time prefcribed by the charter, 
you ihould require of the Houfe of Rcr 
prefentatives, in his Majelly's name, 
to refcind the refoludon whii^h gave 
birth to the circular letter from the 
Speaker, and to declare their difappip- 
bation of, and diifent to^ that ra^and 
hafly proceeding. 

His Majefty has the fulled reliance 
ii|>on the aifedion of his good fub- 
jedts in the MaflTachufetb-Bay, and 
has obierved, with fatisfa£lion, that 
fpirit of decency, and love of order, 
which has difcovered itfelf in the con- 
"dixd of the moft confiderable pf its 



of letters wrote by your Excellency to 
his lordil^ip, relating to the fubjed of 
the afbreipud meifage* 

J^ne 23, 1768. 
Tife Governor reflUdto this mjfage next 

day as follomji : 
Gentlemen o/jJ^e Houfe of ^eprefenta-: 
fives. 

I ihpiild have co^nmunicated the 
whole of the Earl of ]H[iU(borough's 
letter relating to the buiinefs which t 
laid before you on the 2 1 i^ i^flant, if t 
had not been defirous that your com^ 
pliance with his Majefty's requiiition 
might hav^ it$ fulleil merit, by it? 
appeajripg to be en^irply di^ajted by a 
fenfe of yojir duty. 

Bu^ fince you defire to know what 
piy further orders are, 1 hereby fend 
.you a copy of the other part of the 
letter relative to this bufinefs, which 
contains all my inftrudiions thereupon : 
and as I know you will not expedi 
that I ihould difpbey the King's poi;- 
tiye commands, I mull defire that if 
you (hould refolve to oblige me (o ex- 
ecute them, you will preyioufly tq 



inhabitants ; and therefore his Ma- . your giving your final anfwer, pre- 



jefty hzs the better ground to hope, 
that the attempts made by a defperate 
fafkion to difturb the public tranqui- 
lity, will be di Countenanced, and 
that the execution of the meafure re- 
commended to you will not meet with 
any difficulty. 
Governor of the MaJfa4})ufettSrBaj* 

^v)o days after ^ the Houfe of jfffemhly 
fent this meffage to Governor Ber- 
i^ard. 

May) it pleajeyour Excellency ^ 
The Houfe of Reprefentatives hum- 
bly requeft your Excellency to lay be- 
fore them a copy of his M$je%'s inr 
ilruflioiis referred to in your meffage 
of the 21ft infUnt ; a c(^y of the let- 
ter to your Excellency from the Right 
Hon. the Earl of Hilliborough of 
April 22, 1768^ a copy of a. letter 
to his lordflup> communicated lately 



vent the inconveniencies which mufl 
fall upon the pepple for want of the 
ajanual tax bill, which I underftand 
is not as yet fent up to the board ; 
for if I am obliged to diAblve the ge- 
"neral court, I fhall not thin^c myfclf - 
at liberty to call another, till I re- 
ceive his Majesty's commands for 
that purppfe, whi h will be too late 
to prevent the treafurer ilTuing his 
warrants for the whple tax granted by 
|he adl of laft year. 

As to the letter of the Earl of Hillfr 
borough, which I communicated to 
th^ council, 1 muil beg leave to be 
the proper judge of the time and 
pccafion of communicating any papers 
I receive, to the council or the houfe. 
If I had thei) thought it expedient to 
lay it before the houfe, I fhould have 
then doije it; when lihall think it €0, 
I fhall do it. A.^ 
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As to yonr requefl of copies of my 
letters to the Secretary of State, you 
1X1 ay aflureyourfelves that I fhall never 
jtnake public my letters to his Majef- 
ty's mmiflers, but upon my own mo<* 
tion, and £6t my own rcafons. 
Couttcil'Chamher^ Fra. Bernard. 
Junez^^ 17.68. 

Remainder of Lord Hilljhorough* s letter 
to the Governor of tke MaffachufettS' 
Bay y dated April 21 f 1 7^8. 
—If it ihouldy and if^ notwithftand- 
ing the apprehenfions which may 
jultly be entertained of the ill confe- 
quence of a continuance x>f this fac- 
tious fpirJt, which feems to have in- 
fluenced the refolutions of the aflem- 
bly at the condufion of the lail feilionf 
the new alTembly ihould refufe to com- 
ply with his Majefty's reafonable ex- 
pedation, ij is the King's pleafure 
that you fhoiild immediately diiTolve 
them, and tranfmit to me, to be laid 
before hisMajefty, an account of their 
proceedings thereupon, to the end that 
his Majefty may, if he thinks fit^ lay 
the. whole matter before his Parlia- 
inent, that iuch provifions as fhall be 
found neceifary may b« made, to pre- 
vent for the future a condudl of fo ex- 
traordinary and uncoaftitutionail a na- 
ture. 

As it js not his Majefly's intention 
that a faithful discharge of your duty 
jDiould operate to your own prejudice, 
ibr to the difcbntinuance of any necef- 
fary eftabliifhrnents, proper care will 
J>e.taken for the fupport of the dignity 
of government. 

I am, with great trujh and regard. 
Sir, your molt obedient 

humble fervant, 

HILLSBOROUGH. 

Pn the 2%tb of June, 1768, the Houfe 

of Reprefentati'ves received a meffage 

from the Governor in thefe ^words y . 

(jtntlemcn of the Houfe of fteprefenta^ 

tives, ' 

' j[t is now a full week fince I laid 
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before yon his Majefty's reqnifition, 
fignified by his Secretary of Sfate : I 
muft therefore defire you to come to 
a relblution upon it, for I cannot ad- 
mit of a much longer delay, without 
confidering it as an anfwef in the ne- 
gative. 
CounciUChamher, F^a. Qei^narq* 
7«»^28, 1768. 

To this mejfage thp Houfe returned th$^ 
follotwitig anfvuer the next day : 
M^ J* plftiff your Excellency^ 
In anfwer to your Excellency's met 
fageofthe 23th inilant, the Houfe 
of Reprefenitatives requeft, that your 
Excellency would favour this general 
(Court wijth a recefs, that they may 
. cpnfult their conftituents refpeding 
the requifition contained in your mef- 
fage of the 2 ^i): inft. in confequence of 
the Earl of Hillihprojigh's l^^ter to 
your Excellency. 

The Go*uemor immediately J^Ht his reply 

to this rejueft of the Houfe of JJ/em-r 

hly, asfoilovjs : 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Reprefetaa- 
tivesy 

I cannot coniiftently with my fenfe 
of my duty prorogue or adjourn the 
general court, until I have received 
your anfwer to his Majefty '« requifi- 
tion ; I muft therefore repeat my re- 
queft to you to bring this flatter to a 
pondufion. 
Couifcil'Cbmmher, Fra. Bernard^ 

7iwr^29, 1768. 

The next day, being Thurfday th6 
30th of June, a committee of the 
Houfe reported a letter to the Right 
Honourably the Ea^l of Hilllborough, 
\yhich was diftinftly read to the mem- 
bers feveral times, and afterwards ac- 
cepted by a majority of ninety-three 
out of one hundred and five, A fair 
copy yvas ordered to be direftly takeQ 
for the Speaker to fign and tranfmit 
to his lordfhip as foon as poiiible. 
This letter was in the following 
words ; 
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frtWMCi rf tht Maffachuf(fttS'9ifjM 
June 30, 1768. 

His Excellency the governor of this 
povince Ea# beeq pleafed to comma- 
nicate to the Hoafe of Reprefent^i- 
tives cxtra^b of a letter he had re- 
ceived from yoiir Jordfliip;, dated 
Whitehall, 22d ot April, 1768 r 
wherein it it declared to be the royal 
pleafare, that he ihoald require of 
them, in his Ma;efty*s njime, to re- 
mind tl>e refolntion, which gave birth 
to a circular letter from the Speaker 
ef the laft Houfe, and to dedare their 
flifappi^ation of, i^nd difient to, that 
irafh and hafty proceeding. 

The Houfe are humbly of opinion, 
Aat a rcquifition f^m the throne of 
tfiis nature, to a Britilh Houfe of 
Commons has been very unufuair 
perhaps there has been no fuch prece- 
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tended, with a deq> concern, to the 
feveral afts of the Britift Parliament^ 
which impofe duties and taxes on the 
colonies; not for the purpofe of re- 
gulating the tra4e^ b^t with the fol^ 
intention of raifiiig a revenue* This 
concern, my Loni, fo far from being 
limited within the circle of a few in- 
con^derate perfons, ^ become uni- 
verfal : the moft refpedaHe for for- 
tune, rank, and ftation, as well as 
probity aiid undcrftanding, in the 
province, with very few excjtptions, 
are alarmed with apprehenftons of the 
fatal confequcnccs pf a power exer- 
cifed in any onp part of the Britifl| 
^mpire^ to command and ^pply the 

Sroperty <rf their fellow-fubjefts at 
Jfcretion. This confideration pre* 
vailed on the lafi Houfe of Reprefen- 
^tives to refolve oh 4n humble, du- 
tiful, and loyal petition to the King, 



Sent fince the revolution. U this be the common head zni, fathef of all his 

^e cafe, fome ver^r aggravated ^- people, for his gracious interpoiGdon 

prefentations of tms meafme . muft in favour of his fubjefls of this pro^ 

iave been made to his .Majefty, to vince.— If your tonlihip, whom his 



induce him to require of this Houfe 
to refcind « refolution of a former 
Houfe, upon pai?^ of forfeiting their 
cxiftence; for, my Lord, the Houfe 
cf Reprefentatives, duly ele^led, a^e 
conftituted by the royal charter, the 
yeprefentative body of his Majefty's 
^ithfui commons pf this province in 
the general aflembly. — Your Lord- 
Ihip is pleafed to fay, that his Ma-^ 
jeflty confiders this ftep '* as evidently 
tending to create unwarrantable com- 
Ib^inations, and to excite an unjuftiiiT 



Majefly has honoured with the Ame-' 
rican department, has been inftru^ 
mental in prefentine a petition fo in- 
terefting to the weinhemg of his loy- 
fd fubjcfls here, this Houfe h^z leav^ 
to make their moftj^rateful acknow- 
ledgements, and to implore your con- 
tinued aid and' patronage. 
^ As all* his Majefty's North Amc- 
fican fub^efis are alike affedled by 
thefe Parliamentary revenue afts, th^ 
former Houfe very juftly fiippofed, 
that each of the afTemblies on the con- 



able joppofition to the conftitutional tiqent would take fuch methods of 
authority of Parliament: " the Houfe, ol^aining redcefs as ibould Be thought 



tfierefore, thought it their indiipen 
l^bleduty immediately to revife the let- 
ter referred to, and carefully to recoi- 
led, as far as they were able, die 
Sentiments which prevailed in that 
Houfe, to induce them to revert to 
^uftd refolve on .the meafure. 

It may be nectary to obfcrve, that 
ikt people in this p]:Qvince have at- 



by them refpe^vely to be regular and 
proper ; and being deiirous that the 
feveral applications ihould harmonize 
with eadi other, they refolved on 
their circular letter, wherein their 
only view feems to be to advertife 
their iider colonies of the meafures 
they had taken upon a common and 
important concern, without onte cal- 
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Hng npoh them to adopt thofe xnei* 
fares, oKany other. 

Your Lo3rdfliip> forely; win not 
think it a crime in that Houfe, to 
have taken a ftep ^hich was pcrfedlly 
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requefted of his Exccllcncv, is rcfofedi 
—There is no evil of this life whick 
they fo fenfibly feel as the difpleafiirc 
of their fovcreign ; it is a punifhment 
which they Are aflured his Majcfty 



confident with the conftitution, and would never inflift, but tipoh a reprel 
had a natural tendency to^ 5?°!P^^4 fent^tion of the juftice of it from hit 



the minds of his Majeffy's fubjefts df 
this and his other colonies^ until in hi« 
hyyal ckmency he ihould afibrd them 
belief— at a time when it feemed to Ysk 
the evident dcfign of a party to pit* 
vent calm, deliberate, rational^ and 
confHtutioilal iheafures from bein^ 
purfoed, or to Hop the diftrei2es of the 
people from reaching his Majefty's 
ear, and confeqiifently to precipitate 
them int6 a ftate of defperation and 
tnelancholy extremity, — Thus, my 
Lordi it ap^ars to this Houfe ; and 
yourXordflup will impartially judge, 
whether a reprefentation of it to his 
Majefty as a mcafurc *' of an inflam-< 



fervants whom he confides in. — Your 
Lordfhip will allow the Houfe to ap- 
peal to your own candor upon the 
hardfhip of their being made to fuffe^ 
fo fevere a misfortune, without evct 
being called to anfwer for themfelvesj 
or even made acquainted with the 
matters of charge alledged againft 
them; a right which, by the com- 
mon rules of fociety, founded in the 
eternal laws of reafon and equity, 
they are juftly entitled to. The Houfe 
is not willing to trcfpafs upon your 
patience; they cOuld recite numbcra 
ofinftances fince Gownor -Bernard 
has been honoured by his Majefty to 



faiatory nature "— as a ftep evidently pi'eiide oVer this province, of their faf- 
tending « to create unwarrantable fcring the Kin^g's difpleafure throndi 
combinations," and " to excite an the inftrumentality of the Govemm-, 



unjuftiiiable opinion to the conftitu- 
tional authority of the Parliament, ■* 
be not injurious to the reprefentatives 
pf this people, and an affiront to his 
Majefty himfelf* 

An attempt, my Lord, to imprcfs 
the royal mind with a jealoufy of his 
faithful fobjc^, for which there are 
no jaft grounds, is a crime of the moft 
malignant nature, as it tends to dif- 
fcurb and deftroy that mutual confi- 
dence between the Prince and the 
fubjefts, which is the only true bafis 
of pttbKc happinefs «nd fecurity : your 
Lordfhip, upon enquiry, may find 
thatfuch bafe and wicked attempts 
have been made. 

It IS an inexpreffible grief to the 
people of this province, to find re- 
peated cenfurers calling upon them, 
not from minifters of (late alone, bat 
from Majefty itfelf, grounded on- let- 
ters anti accufations from the gover- 
nor^ a fightof which tho' repeatedly 



intimated by the Secretary of State, 
without the leaft previous notice that 
they had ever deviated from the path 
of their duty. This they humbi/ 
conceive,, is juft matter of complaint^ 
and it may ferve to convince youfs 
Lordlhip, that his Excellency has nof 
that tender feeling for his Maje%'f 
fubjefts which is. charaftcriftic of a 
good Governor, and of which the 
fovereign affords an illuftrious ex- 
sffinple. 

It is the good fortune of the Houfe 
to be able to fliew that the meafures 
of the laft Houfe, referred to in your 
Lordfliip's letter to the governor, have 
been grofly mifreprefented in all its 
circnmftances ; and it is matter o? 
aftoniftiment, that a tranfaftioa of. 
.the Houfe, the bafinefs of which is 
conftahtly done in the open view of 
die world, could be thus coloured; a 
tranfaaion which, by fpecial order of 
the Houfe, was laid before his Excel- 
lency^ 
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knc/y whbfe dat3r to his Majefty is« 
at leaft, not to mifinfprm him. 

riis Excellency could not but ac- 
knowledee, in juftice t6 that Houft, 
that mOiSrration took place in the be- 
ginnmg of th^ felfion. This is a 
truth, my Lofd^. It was a prindjple 
with the Houfe to condud the affairs 
of government in their department fo 
%s to avoid the leaft occafioh of of- 
fence!. As an inftance of their pacific 
difpofition, they granted a further 
eftabliftimcnt for pnci of his Majefty's 
garpfons in the province j rathdr to 
gratify his Excellency, who fead re- 
queued it^ than from a full convidtion 
of its neceffity. But your Lordfhip is 
informed, that this moderation " did 
, not continue," and that " in Head of 
a ipirit of prudence and refpedl of the 
conftitution, which feemed at that 
time to influence the condud of a 
large majority of the members, a thin 
tioufe, at the end of thef feifion^ pre- 
fnmed to revert to, and refolve on a 
meafure of an inflammatory nature^" 
— " conttrary to the real feafe of the 
Houfe/'— and ** procured by fur- 
prize.**-— My Lord, the journal and 
minutes of the Hpufe will prove the 
contrary of all this : and to convince 
your Lordihip, the Houfe beg leave 
to lay before you the feveral refolu- 
tio$s relating to thefe matters as they 
fiand recorded. 

The Houfe having finilhed their 
petition to the King, and their letters 
to divers of his Maj^fty's^miniftcrs^ 
a motion was regularly made, on the 
2lfl: of January, which was the mid- 
dle of the feffion, and a refolution 
was then taken, to appoint a time to 
confider the expediency of writing to 
the aflemblies of the other colonies on 
this continent, with refpedl to the 
Importance of their joining with them 
in petitioning his Majeily at this time. 
Accordingly, on the day afligned, 
there being eighty-two members pre- 
fenty a number always allowed to be 



fufficient to make a full Houfe^ th» 
queflion was debated ; in conieqnence 
of which a motion took place, that 
letters be wrote to the feveral aflem- 
Blies of the proyinccfs and colonies oii 
the continent, acquainting them that 
the Houfe had taken into confi' 
deration ttie diflkulties to wkicH they 
are, and muft be reduced, by the 
operation of the late ads of Parlia- 
ment, for levying duties and taxes on 
the colonies | and have refolved on aii 
humble, dutifuif , and loyal petition to 
his Majefty for redrefs, and alfo upon 
proper repiefehtatipns to his Majefty's 
miniflers o^ the fnbfeft. And to de- 
fire that they would fevefally take 
fuck conftitutiofial sbeafiires there- 
upon, as they ihould judge mofi 
proper. And the quefUon upon the 
motion paflTed in the negative — - On 
Thuriday the 4th of February, it was 
moved in the Houie^ that the fbre- 
going queflion bd recohficiered, fb far 
as to leave it at large ; and^ cdnforni- 
able to a flaiiding rule of the Houfe^ 
that no vote or order fliall be recon-^ 
fidered at any time, unlefs the Houfb 
be as full as when fuch vote or order 
was pafTed ; the number in the Houfe 
was called for, and it appearing that 
eighty-two members were prefent*, 
the queflion was put^ and pafled in 
the affirmative by a large majority ; 
and by an immediately fubfequent 
refolve, the firfl vote was ordered to 
be erafed« — The fame day the re- 
folution which gave birth to the cir^ 
cular letter took place; a queiHon 
being regulariy nioved and fairly de- 
bated, whether the Houfe would ap- 
point a committee to prepare a letter 
to be fent to each of the Houfes of 

* The fame number as before : it is to be 
obferved that the ^oufe at that time con fitted 
of about 1 10 members : by ihe royal charter 
40 makes a quorum ; hence it appears that 
^2 members are more than double the num- 
ber fufficient legally to tianfa£i bufinefs, aAd 
were then three quarters of the whole Houfe. 

Repreientatives 



Digitized by 



Google 



/ PRIOR DOC 

Repfefetitatives and Burgefles on the 
j condiment, to inform them of the 
I toeafiires -Which this Houfe his taketi^ , 
' with regard to the difficulties arifing 
from the a6ls of Parliament for kvy- 
ing duties and taxes on the American 
"Colomes, and report to the Houfe, 
which pa/Ted in the affirmative j ^nd 
a committee, was appointed accord- 
ingly : This committee, after deli- 
berating a week, rep6rted the letter, 
which was read in the Houfe and ac- 
cepted almoft unanimpiiily ; and fair 
copies of the fame were ordered to be 
taken for the Speaker to fign and 
forward as foori as inight be : and 
this day there were eighty-three mem- 
bers in the Houfe. 

The day following an order paiTed, 
that a fair copy of this letter be tranf- 
mitted to Dennis De Berdt, ,Efq; in 
London. The deiign of which wasj 
that he might be able to produce itj 
' as neceffity might require, to prevent 
any tnifreprefentatiohof its true fpirit 
and deiign. 

On Saturday the 1 3tli of February, 

in order that no poffibleoccafion might 

be taken by the governor, to think 

that the debates and'refolutions were 

defigned to be kept a fecret from i^is 

Excellency, the Houfe came Intp the 

following refolution, viz. — Whereas 

this Hou/e hath direded, that a letter 

be feot to the feveral Houfes of Re- 

prefentatives and Burgeflei of th« 

"Britilh colonies ou the contineiit, fet- 

ting forth the fentiments of the Houfe, 

with regard to the great diiRculties 

that mafi accriie by thfc operation cjf 

divers adts of i^arliaiAent, for levying 

duties and taxes on the colonies, with 

the.fijle and exprefs purpofe of raifing 

a revenue ; ' and their^ proceedings 

thereon^ in an humble, dutiful, and 

loyal petition to the King, and fuch 

reprefentations to his Majefty's*mi- 

nifters, as they apprehend may have 

a tendency to pb^ia redrefs : and 

whereas it "is the opinion of this 

Houfe^/ th;kt"all effe^ual methods 
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ihould be taken, .to cultivate an har- 
mony between the feveral branches of 
this government, as being nece/Tary 
to promote the profperity of his Ma- 
jefty's government m this province': 
R^iblved, that a committee wait on, 
his Excellency the govprnor, and ac- 
quaint him a copy of the letter afore- 
faid will be laid before him as fbon a& 
it can be drafted, as well as of all 
the proceedings of this Houfe relative 
to t?he faid affair, if he Ihall d^fire if. 
And a commitree was appointed, whp 
waited on his Excellency accordingly. 
— On Monday following, the Houf* 
refolved on* the effablifhi;nent already 
mentioned, which is obferved,^ only 
to fhew your Lordfhip, that there w^ 
at this timie, no difpoiition iii ,thb 
Houfe, ** to revive unhappy divifion's 
and diftra€iio|is, fo prejudicial to the 
true ihtereft of Great-Britain and the 
colonies*'* 

The Hpafc beg leave to apologizo 
to your Lopdfhip for the tropbie givenk 
yoU in fo particular a narration of 
fadls ; whicn they thought neceffary 
to fatisfjr youx Lordfhip j — thit th^ 
refolution of the laft Houfe referred fa 
by your Lordfhip, was not an unfaic 
proceeding, piocqred by furprize in a 
thin Houfe, as his Majefly lias been 
informed ; but the declared fenfe of a 
large npajority, when the Houfe wa» 
full : that the governor of the pro* 
vincc Was made fully acquainted with 
the. meafure ; and never fighified hi^ 
difapprobation of it to the Houfe, 
wbicn it is prefumed he would have - 
done, in duty to his Majefty, If hie? 
had thought it was of evil tendency*: 
and, that therefore, that Houfe had, 
abundant reafon td be confirmed iu 
their own opitiion of the meafure, as 
being the produ6tiori of moderation 
and prudence. And the Houfe 
humbly rely on the royal clemency, 
that to petition his Majefly, will ndt 
be deemed by him to be inconfiftent 
with a refped to the Britifh confti- 
tution as fettled at the revolution by 
S « William 
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William the Third : that to acquaint 
their fellow-fubjedls, involved in the 
fame difirefs, of their having fo done, 
in full hopes of fucccft, even if they 
had invited the union of all America 
in one joint rupplication, would not 
be difcountenanced by our gracious 
^fovereign, as a meafure of an inflam- 
matory nature: that when your Lord - 
ihip fhall in juHice lay a true ftate of 
thcfe matters before his Majefty, he 
will no longer confider them as tend^ 
ing to create unwarrantable com- 
binations, or excite an unjuHiiiable 
oppofition to the conftitutional au- 
thority of the Parliament : that he 
will then clearly difcern, who are of 
that defperate fadion, which is con« 
dnually diHurbing the public tran- 
quility ; and, that while his arm is 
extended, for the oroteftion of hi3 
diftrefled and injured fubjeds, he will 
frown upon all thole, who, to gratify 
their own paflions, have dared even 
to attempt to deceive him ! 

The Honiie of Reprefentatives of 
this province, have more than once, 
during the adminidration of Governor 
.Bernard, been under the neceiEty of 
intreating his Majefty's miniHers to 
fufpend their further judgment, upon 
fuch reprefcntations of 3ie temper of 
the people, and the condudl of the 
aflerobly, as they were able to make 
mppear to be injurious : the fame in- 
dulgence this Houfe now beg of your 
Lordfhip : and befeecb your Lord- 
ihip to patronize them fo far as to 
make a favourable reprefentation of 
their conduft to the King our fove- 
reign : it being the higheit ambition 
of this Houfe, and the people whom 
they reprcfent, to Hand before his 
Majefty in their juft charafter of af- 
fectionate and loyal fubjeds. 

. Signed by the Speaker. 

Then it was moved that the quef- 
tion be put, whether the Houfe will 
refcind the refolution of the lall 
Houibj^ which gave birth to their cir- 
cular ku^r to the &v^;ral Houfe^ of 



Reprefentatives and Burgeile^ ot the 
other colonies on the continei^t ? and 
pafTed in the negative by a divifion of 
ninety-fwo to/eifenteen. 

Hereupon the committee reported 
an anfwer to the Governor's mefTages 
of the 2ift and 24th of June> which 
was accepted by a large majority, and 
is as follows. 

A Mijfage front the Affemhly to tht 
Go<uemor, June 30, 1768. 
May it pleafeyour Excellency ^ 

The Houfe of Reprefen^tives of 
this hi« Majefty 's ancient and loyal 
province of the Maffachufetts Bay, 
have, with the grcatefi deliberation, 
confidered jrour meflages of the 21ft 
ind 24th mftant, with the feveral 
cxtrafts from the letter of the Right 
Honourable the Earlof Hillfborough, 
his Majeiiy's principal Secretary of 
State for North American aftairs, 
dated the 2 2d of Aprillaft, which 
your Excellency has thought fit to 
communicate. We have alfo received 
the written anfwer which your Excel- 
lency was pleafed to give the com- 
mittee of this Houie, direded to wait 
on you the 29th inftant with a mef* 
fage humbly requefting a recefs, that 
the members niigUt be favoured with 
an opportunity to confult their con- 
ftituents at this iniportant criiis, when 
a diJred and peremptoty reqoifition is 
made of a new and ftxange con- 
ftxi^dure, and fo ftrenuoufly urged, 
viz. That we ftiould immediately re- 
fcind the 1-efolution of the laft Houfe 
to tranfmit circular letters to the other 
Britifh colonies on the continent of 
North America, barely intimating a 
defire that they would join in iimilar 
dutiful and loyal petitions to our moft 
gracious fovereigii, for the redrefs of 
the grievances, occafioned by fundry 
late ads of Parliament calculated for 
the fole purpofe of railing a revenue 
in America. We have moft dili- 
gently revifed not only the faid re- 
folution, but alfo the circular letter 
wrictea and fcnt la confequence 

thereof. 
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tiierebf^ aod after all, they both ap- Tons in the majority, in all vi^ws, at 



|>ear to as, to be conceived in terms 
tiot only prudent and moderate in 
themfelve^, but refpe£lfal to the au- 
thority of that truly aaguft body the 
Parliament of Great-Britain, and very 
dutifal and loyal in regard to his 
Majefty's facred perfon, crown, and 
dignity ; of all which we entertain 
fentiments of the higheft reverence 
and moft ardent aiFedtion ; and ihould 
we ever depart from theie fentiments, 
we muft ftand felf-condemned, as un-r. 
worthy the name of Britifh fubjedU 
defcended from Britifh aricefton, • in- 
timately allied and conne€tod in in« 
terefts and inclinatipn with our fellow 
fubjeds the Commons of Great-r 
Britaiii. We cannot but exprj^fs ouv 
deep concern, that a meafure of the 
late Haufe, in allrefpeds fo innocent/ 
in moft fo virtuous and laudable, and 
as we conceive fo truly patriotic,- 
ihould have been repiefented'to admi-^ 
niftration in the odious Hght of a 
iparty and faftious meafure, and that 
puflied through by revertipg in a thin 
Houfe to, and re-conildering, what 
in a full aiTembly had been rejected; 
It was and is a matter 6f notoriety, 
that more {than eighty members were 
prelent at the reconfideration of that 
vote againil application to the other 
colonies. The vote of re-conii* 
deration was obtained by a large ma- 
jor! ty; it is, or oqght to be wcil 
known, that the prefence of eighty 
members makes a full Houfe, this 
number being juft double to that by 
the royal charter of the proyince re- 
quired to cpnflitute th^ third branch 
of our colony legifl^ture. 

Your Excellency maght have been 
very eaiily informed,, if yoii was not, 
that the meafures of the late Houfe 
in regard to fundry a£ts of the late 
I'arliament for the fole purpose of 
raiiing a Nordli American revenue, 
were generally carried by three to one) 
and we dare appeal to your Exdel- 
)ency for the truth of this aiFertion, 
jiamely, that thers were many |>er- 



refpe^ble as the very #beft of the 
minority. Nay, fo far from any 
iinifter views, were the committee of 
the late Houfe, appointed and directed 
to take into their moft ferious ccm- 
fideration the then prefent date of the 
province, from g;oing into any rafli or 
precipitate meafures, that they for 
fome days a^^ually delayed their firft 
report, which was a letter to Mr. 
agent De Berdt, on this candid and 
generous principle, that thofe who 
were rcafonably prefuppofed to be 
moft warmly attached to air your Ex- 
cellency's meafures^ eipecially thofe 
for furthering, and by all means en- 
forcing the adls for levying a North 
American revenue, might oe prefent, 
and a more equal conteft enfue. It 
would be incredible fliould any one 
affert, that your Excellency wanted a 
true information of all thefe things, 
which were liot done, or defircd to be 
hid in a corner, but were notoriouily 
trania^ed in the open light at noon- 
day, ft is to us altogether incompre- 
henfible that we ihould be required, on 
the peril of a diftblution of the jpreat 
and general court or affembly of this 
province, to refcind a refolution of a 
former Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
when it is evident that refolution has 
no exiftence but as a mere hiftorical 
fad. 

Vour Excellency muft know that 
the refolution referred to, is, to fpeai? 
in the language of the common law, 
not now, *' executory," but to all 
intents and purpofes, " executed." 
The circular letters have been fent, 
and many of tKcm hive been anf 
fwered i ^efe anfwers are now in the 
public papers ; tlie public, the world, 
muft and will judge of the propofals, 
purpofes, and the anfwers. We 
could as well refcind thofe letters as 
the refolyes, and both would be 
equally fruitlefs ; if by re/cinding^ as 
the word properly imports, is meant 
a repeal and nullifyins; of the re- 
folution referred to: but, if, as is 
E e 2 moft 
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moft probable, by the wprd refcinding 
is intended the paffing a vol^ of this 
Houfe in dircft and^exprcfs difappro- 
tation of • the ^neafures abovemen- 
tioned as " illegal, inflammatory, 
aod tending to pron;iote unjoftifiable 
ionibinations" againft h|& Majefty's 
peace, crowna, and dignity,, we mull 
take the liberty to teftify, and pub- 
lickly t6 declare, that we take it to 
be the rvAtive, inherent, and inde- 
feafible right of the fubjea, jointly or 
Severally to petition the 'King for the 
redrefs of grievance? : provided al- 
ways, that tie fame be done in a 
decent, dotiful, loyal, and confti- 
tutional way, withpiit, tuinuit, dif- 
ord^r, or confufion. We are alfp 
JiumWy, but clearly ^and v^ry firmly 
of opinion, that the pejitipn of the 
late dutiful and loyal Houfe to hi^ 
Majefty, and their other v«ry.ordei:ly 
applications for the redrefs of grie* 
vances, have had the moft defirable 
tendencies and cffdjls to keep mens 
mind? in eafe aQ4qaiet- , We muft 
be excufed in thinking that the peo- 
ple were in truth patiently waiting; 
Jbr the meeting of the new Parlia- 
ment^ their meaftire^, J|nd his Ma- 
jefty'« pleafure: aod it is probable 
jhat they would every where liave 
thus waited for the great event, liad 
it not been revealed here that the lat? 
provindil applications ftw redrefs of 
grievaiKes were fome-how ftrangely 
©bftrufted, and the proyiijce, in con» 
fequenccof mifinformatipn and mifre- 
prefentation, moft^nfortunatcly fallen 
under the roy^l difpjeafurt : and to 
compleat this misfortune, it was not 
only.difguifed to the <>ther colonies, 
lut foiiic of them actually received 
the information before it was made 
knowot here, that the houfe had been 
accufed to his Majefly, or his mi^ 
niftry,' or fallen under. the difpleafure 
of the one, or the cenfure of the 
other. 

On the whole. Sir, we will con- 
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fiderhis moft faCred Majefty, nnde^ 
Godji a^pur King, and beft proteded 
and common Father : and fhall ever 
bear him true and faithful alleg;iance. 
We alfo. regard your Ejdcellency ai 
the reprefentative of the greaisft po- 
tentate on earth, and at all time* 
have, fo far ^s could coniift with the 
important purpofes of preferving life, 
liberty; and property, been moft rea- 
dy and willing, to treat you with all 
that refpeft juftly diic to your high 
rank and ftation. But we ai-e con- 
ftraihed to fay, that we are difagree- 
ably convinced that your Excellency 
entertains not that parental regard foir 
the welfare of the good people of thii 
povince, which you have fome tinnes 
been . pleafed to profefs, and which 
they have at all times an irrefragable 
right to <xpe£t from their governor. 
Your Excellency 'has thought .fit' not 
pnly to dpny us a receit to confult oar 
conftitocnts, in regard to the prefent 
re(]uifstioi!ir, but«has aifnred us, in ef» 
fed, that you ihall take ftlence, at 
leaft a delay, not as ufual for acon- 
fent, but for a denial. You have 
alfe thought fit to inform us that yoa 
cannot think yoiu-ielf at liberty; iii 
c^fe of the difTolution of this, to tati 
another aiTembly, without the exprefi 
orders of his Majefty for that porpofe ; 
at the fajne. time your Excellency hal 
been pleafed to affm-e us that you have 
commun'cated the whole of Lord 
Hillfl)orough's letter, and your inftruc- 
tions, fo far as relates to the requiii. 
tion. — In all this, however, we can-» 
not find that your Excellency is mor^ 
than direfted to di/ToIve the prefent 
aflcmbly, in cafegf a non •compliance 
on the part of the Houfe. Jf ihfe 
votes of the Houfe arc to be controul- 
ed by the diredlon of a Miniftcr, \v* 
have left us but a vain iemblance of 
liberty. We know it to be the juft 
prerogative of the Crown, at p1ea> 
fore, to difToIve a j^arliamenc: we 
are alfo fenfibie, that confiftently with 

■ ■ thi 
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jthie |;reat charter of this province, 
your Excellency \Nhsn you mall think 
fit, with or without the intervention 
of the minifter, can diflblve the great 
and general cOurt of this colpn^^ and 
that without the leaf): obligation ta 
convene another within the year* 
But fliould it ever grow in ufe for any 
^11-difpofed governor of the province, 
by means of a miftaken or willfully 
wrong ftate of fafts^ to procure orders 
for a diiiblution^ that fame charter 
will be of no value. 

We ^ake this opportunity faithfully 
and irmly to rcp"efent to your Excel- 
lency, that the new reyenue afts and 
ineafures are not only difagreeable to^ 
i>ut in every view are deemed an in-» 
fupportable burthen and grievance. 
With a very few exceptions, , by all 
iht freeholders and other inhabitants 
of thisjurifdxAion ; and we beg leave, 
bnce for all, to aflure your Excel- 
lency, that thofe of this opinion are 
of no . .** party or expiring faAion.*f 
They have at afl times been ready to 
devote their lives and fortunes to hi$ 
Majefty's Jervice. Of loyalty tins 
majority could as reafonably boail as 
any who may happen to enjoy your 
Excelkncy*i5 fmiles: their reputation, 
i-ank, and fortune, are at leaft equal 
to thofe who may have ,been fbme- 
^iihes cbnfidered as the only friends to 
jgo'od government, while ibme of the 
beft blood of the colony, even in two 
Jioufes of ^ffembly lawfully cbn^ 
vcned, and duly ading, have, been 
oppnly charged with the unpardon- 
able crime of oppugnation again ft the 
royal authority.^ We have now 'only 
CO inform your Excellency, that this 
lioufe have voted not to refcind, . as 
xequircd, the ' refolution of the laft 
H6uie,« and that, on a diviiibn on 
the queftlon, there were 92 Nayj a^^d 
1 7 Teas: In all this we have been 
a^uaCed by a confcienticus, and iina]- 
3v, a clear and determined fenfe.of 
duty to God, to our King, our coun- 
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tiy, and to our.lateft polkrity : . an4 
we nioft ardently wi(h, ^nd hmnbljr 
pray, that in yoai* future condudl 
ypUr Excellency may be iijifluenced 
by the fame principles. 

His Excellency after leaving receiv^ 
cd the iaft fcfregoijlig meffage froin the 
Houfe, direiSed their attendance in 
the CouqciKjChamfoer ; When, after 
giving his ai&nt to feveral bUls, ht 
was pleafed %& pjtn-ogUc the> great 
and general court, to Wednefday thff 
third day of Auguft next ; but thi 
next day the afiembly was diffol^md by 
proclamation..' 

Thf.folifywi.ng letters frtffft federal Houfet 
of Reprefentati'ues oftheoth^r Colft^ 
yniesy <ivere receii/td By the Hou/e of 
Reprefentati'ves of the Province of 
Maffachufetts-Bay, in anfiver to theiw 
circular letter of the llth of Febru^ 
ary laft, 
7o the Honourable the Speaker of the- 
Honourable Hou/e of JS.eprefentati'vet 
of the Province of the Majachit/etts^ 
Bay. 

fCirginice, May 9, 1768. 
SIR, 
The Jioufe of Burgeiles of this co^ 
lony proceeded very foon after they 
met to the coiilideration of your im- 
portant letter of the i ith of February, 
1 768,. written in the name and by the 
prder of the Hotife of Reprefeiitative$ 
of ypur province ; and I have received 
their particular diredlion to deilre yoa 
to inform that honourable Hourfe, that 
they applaud ^hcro for their attention 
to American liberty, and that the ftep» 
they have taken thereon, will convince 
them of their opinion of the fatal ten- 
dency of the a6l9 of parliament com- 
plained of, and of their fixed refolu^on 
to concur with the other colonies in 
their application for redrefs. 

After the moft deliberate confult* 
ation, they thought it their duty tore* 
prefent to the Parliament of Great- 
Britain, tl^f tjiey arc truly fenfible 
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4)f the hapjnnefs and fecuiity they de- 
live from their connexions with, and 
dependance on Great Britain, and 
»re undef the'greateft concern that 
amy unlucky incident fliouid' interrupt 
that falutary hatmonyy which they 
wifti ever to fubfift. They lament 
that the remotenefs of thefir fituation 
often expoies them to fucK miirepre-r 
lentations, as are apt to involve them 
in cenfures of difloyalty ta their fove- 
jeign, and the want of a proper rtf 
§pe&. to the Britifh Pafliainent, where- 
as they h^ve indulged themfelves in 
fhe agreeable perftiaiion, that they 
caught to be coi|(idered as inferior to 
ione ©f their fellow-fi>b^e6ts in loyalty 
and afFefUon. 

That tljey do not affcd an inde- 
jwndcncy of their parent kingdom, 
the profperity of which they are bound 
to the utmoft of their abilities to pro- 
mote, but cheerfully acquiefce in the 
9fithority of parliameint to make laws 
§c»r preserving a necefTary dependance 
«nd for regulating the trade of the 
colonies. Yet they ca^nnot conceive, 
and humbly iniift, it is not efTential 
to fupport a proper relation between 
a mcrther-country and colonies tranf- 
jlanted from her, that fhe Ihould 
liave.a right to raife money from them 
without their confent, and prfefume 
they do not afpire to more than the 
natural rights of Britiih fubjefts, 
when they affert that no power oh 
earth has a right to impofe taxes oji 
the people, or take the fmalleft por- 
tton . of their property, without their 
confent, ^iven by their reprefenta- 
lives in parliament. This has ever 
been confidercd as the chief pillar of 
the cOnftitution ; without this fup- 
port no man can be faid to have the 
leail fhadow of libert>% fince they can 
kave no property in that, which ano- 
ther can by right take from them 
when he pleafes, without their con* 
lent* 
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^ That their anceftors brought over 
with them intire, and tranfmitted to 
their defcendants, the natural and 
conflitutional rights they had enjoyed 
in their native country ; and the firtf 
principles of the Britifh conftitution 
were early engrafted into the confli- 
tutjon of the colpnies. Hence a Ic- 
giflative authority/ ever eflential ia 
all free flates, was derived, and af- 
^milated as nearly as might be to 
that in' England; the executive pow- 
er and the right of affenting or dif^ 
fen ting to all laws referved to the 
crown, and the privilege of chooiing 
their own reprefentative§ continued 
to the people, and confirmed to them 
by repeated and exprefs ilipulations. 
The government thus eftablifhed, 
they enjoyed the fruits of their own 
jabour with a ferenlty which liberty 
only can impart, Upon preffing oc- 
cafions they applied to his Majefly 
for relief, and gratefully acknowledge 
the>' have frequently received it from 
their mother-country: whenever their 
affiflance was neceflary, reqaiiitions 
have conftantly been made from the 
crown to the reprefentatives of the 
people, who have complied r witl^ 
them to the utmoft extent of their 
abilities. The ample provifion made 
for the fupport of civil governmentj, 
in the reign of King Charles the fe- 
cond, and at his requefl, and the 
large fupplies voted during the laf! 
war upon requifitions ffom his Ma- 
jefty and his royal grandfather, afford 
early and late, infhnces of the difpo- 
fitions of the affemblies of this co- 
lony, and are fufficient proofs that 
the parliament of Great Britain did 
not till lately, affume a power of im- 
pofmg taxes on the people, for the 
purpofe of raifing a revenue. 

To fay that the Commons of Great 
Britain have a right to impofe inter- 
nal taxes on the inhabitants of this 
continent, who are not and cannot 
'' ' be 
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t)e rcprefented, is in cffe^ to bid 
Iheiri prepare for a ftatc of llavery. 
"VVhat muft be their fituation, ihould 
fuch a right be eftablifhed ? The co- 
lonies have no ccinftitutional check 
on their liberality in giying away their 
inoney, cannot have an opportunity 
of explaining their grievances, or of 
pointing out the eafieii method of 
taxation, for their doom will gene- 
rally be determined before they are 
acquainted that the fubjedt has been 
agitated in parliament, and the com- 
mons bear no proportion of the taxes 
they lay upon them* The notion of 
a virtual reprefentatiou, which would 
render all our rights, merely ideal, 
has been fo often and fo clearly re- 
futed, that nothing need be faid on 
that head. 

The oppreflive iiamp-aft confe/Ted- 
ly impofed internal taxes, and the 
late afts of Parliament, giving and 
granting certain duties in the Britilh 
colonies, plainly tend to the fame 
point. Duties have been impofed to 
reftrain the commerce of one part of 
the empire that was likely to prove 
injurious to another, and by this 
means the welfare of the whole pro- 
moted ; but duties impofed on fuch of 
' the feritifh exports as are neceflarxes of 
life, to be paid by the colonics gn 
importation, without any view to the 
jnterefts of commerce, but merejy to 
raife a revenue, or in other words to 
compel the colonics to part with their 
money againft their inclinations, they 
tonceive to be tax internal to all 
intents and purpofes. And can it be 
thought jull or reafonable, reflrided 
as they are in their trade, confined as 
' they are in their exports, obliged to 
purchafe thefe very necelTaries at the 
Britilh Market, that they Ihould now 
be told they Ihall not have them 
without paying a duty for them ? 

The ad fufpending the legiflatlve 
jpowcr of New-York, they confider as 
Smi more alarming to the colonies^ 
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though it has that fingle province i^ 
view. If the Parliament can compel 
them to fumifh a ilngle article to the 
troops fent over^ they may, by- the 
fanie rule, oblige them to furnifli 
cloaths, arms, aiid every other ne- 
celTary, even the pay of the oiEcers 
and foldiers-— a dodlrine replete with 
every mifchief, and utterly fubverfiVc 
of all that's dear and valuable : — k» 
what advantage can the people of the 
colonies derive from their right of 
chooiing their own reprefentatives, if 
thofe reprefentatives when chofen, 
not permitted to exercife their owtt 
judgments, were under a neceflitjr 
(on pain of being deprived of theit 
legiflatlve authority) of inforcing itim 
mandates of a Britifli Parliaments 

This, Sir, is a iketch of their ien- 
timents, as they are exprefled in a 
petition to his Majefty, a Meniorial 
to the Right Honourable the Lord* 
Spiritual an(| Temporal, and in a 
Remonftrance to the Knights, Citi* 
zens and BurgefTes of Great Britain in 
Parliament afTembled. In all their 
proceedings the council of this colony 
have concurred, and have direded 
their agent, James Abercromby, Efq; 
to join Edward Montague, Efq; the 
agent for this colony, in applying for 
redrefsof the grievances they fo jullly 
complain of. Copies were delivered 
to the Prefident oif the Council, now 
Commander in Cl^ef, who is defired 
to tranfmit them to the Secretary of 
State appointed by his Majefty to ma- 
nage the affairs of North America, 
and Mr. Montague is enjoined to 
confult the agents of the other co- 
lonies, and to co-operate with them 
in every meafure that iliall be thought 
neceffary to be taken on this critical 
point. 

They truft they have exprefled 
themfelves with a firmnefs that be- 
comes freemen pleading for eflential 
rights, and with a decency that will 
take off every imputation of fadion 

or 
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They repbfe entire 
Confidence in his MajiJfty , who is ever 
attentive to the complaints of his fub- 
je6b, and is ever ready to relieve their 
-diftrefs; and they are not without 
hopes that the cdonies united in a 
decent and regular oppofition, may 
prevail on a new Houfe of Commons 
to put a ftop to meafures fo diredlly 
repugnant to the intcrefts both of the 
mother country, and her colonies. 
In the name ani by order of the Houfe 
ofBurgcfles, lam, with the greateft 
lefpcft, your moft obedient humble 
fervant» 

Peyton Randolph, Speaker. 

Cdon^ofNewJerffy, Majg, 1768. 
SIR, 

As foon as the Houfe of Reprefen- 
tatives of this colony met» which was 
on the 12th of April, I laid your 
letter of the i ith of February before 
them. . ^ 

Senfiblc that the law you complain 
of, is a fubjea in which every colony 
is ihterefted, the Houfe of Repre- 
fentativ^s readily perceived the necef- 
. fity of an immediate application to 
the King, and that it Ihould^ corre- 
spond with thofe of the other colonies ; 
tut as they have not had an oppor- 
tunity of knowing the fentiments of 
any other colonies but that of the 
Maffachufetts-Bay, they hav«i endea- 
voured to conform themfelves to the 
mode adopted by you. 

They have therefore given inftruc- 
tions to their agept, and enjoined his 
attention to the fubjed of their pe- 
tition. 

The freedom with which the Houfe 
of Reprefentatives of the Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay have communicated their 
Sentiments upon a matter of fo great 
cpncern to all the colonies, hath been 
received by this Houfe, with that 
xandor, the fpirit and defign of your 
letter merits.—- And at the fame time, 
that they acknowledge themfelves pb- 
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liged to. yon for cottwnunicatlng yoyit 
fentimerits to them, they have di* 
reeled me to ^flure you, that they arei 
defirous to keep up a correfpondenqe ' 
with you, and to unite with the colo-- 
nies, if neceifary, in further fuppH- 
cations to his Majefty to relieve hia 
diflreffed American fubjedls. In the 
name and by order of the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, I am. Sir, yoormoft 
obedient humble fervant, 
"> Cortland Skinner, Speaker* 

Colony ofConneSicut, iithjune, iy6S» 
S I R, 
By order of the- Houfe of Repre-* 
fentatives of this colony, I am to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of yqur letter 
of the nth February laft, commu* 
nicating the fenfe which the reprc- 
ftntative body of your province have 
of the great difficulties to which they 
and their conftituents muft be fub- 
jefted hf the operation of the feveral 
a6ts of the Britifh Parliament by yoa' 
referred to, and the meafures they 
have gone into for obtaining redreia 
bf thofe grievances. 

Your letter was laid before thi» 
Houfe of Reprefentatives early in the 
feffion which is now juft clofed* 
They confider the faid ads of parlia- 
ment in their nature, tendency, and 
operation as matter^ of ferious con^ 
cern, and of very interefting impor- 
tance, to this and all the Englifh 
American colonies, and are of opinion 
that no conilitutional meafures pro^ 
per for obtaining relief ought to be 
negleded by any, and that it is of 
importance their meafures for that 
enafhould harmo;iize with each other, 
as their fuccefs may in a great degree 
depend on their union in fentiment 
and pradice, on this critical and in- 
terefting ocufion. 

The Houfe therefore very kindly 
accepted your letter, and are, pcr- 
fuaded from the importance of the 
caufe, the laudaUe zeal> and th^ gene- 

.rosa 



Digitized by 



Google 



PR I' O R 1> O 

roiis exertiona df the province of the 
Maifachtiretts-Bay, from tine t» time, 
in favour of her conftitotional free* 
dom^ that it proceeded only from a 
hearty concern for the juft rights^ the 
common intereft and welfare of theic 
colonies. . ^ 

This Hbufc ape defirous ever to 
cnhiviite the ftrifEleft friendfliip >and 
harmony with the neigh bouriog co* 
lonies; and with none more th^A 
yout's, and will be always ready to 
receive^ with the Dtmoft candor^ their 
opinion in any matters of ^neral 
concern » atid equally wilting on all 
proper occafions tocomnuinicate theiir 
own fentiment on any fubje^.. of 
Our common welfare, in fM confix 
dence they would meet ,with the ^ame 
frietidly and candid acceptance. 

This Houfe have alfo taken into 

their ferious Coniideration the opera* 

tioA of the faid ads of parliament, 

and are deeply feniible that this, in 

common with her iifter colonies, moil 

theitby be involved in great di£icul* 

ties, which are perhaps a prelude to 

ftill greater, and have purfued mea- 

fures for obtaining redrefs, fimilar to 

thofe adopt^ by ^e Houfe of Repre- 

fentatives of yotir province. 

We cannot but entertain with you, the 

^rongeit confidence in the King*s roy- * 

al clemency, juftice, and goodnei's, 

that the united, dutiful fupplications 

of his ftttthfttl, di^e/fed lubjeds in 

America, will meet with a kind and 

gracious acceptance. 

In the nami and by order of the 
Houfe of RcprefentadTes, I am. Sir, 
with great elteexn and relpedl, your 
moft obedient humble fervant, 

Zbbvlon West, Speaker. 
To thf HonpurabU the Speaker of \b$ 
Houfe of Keprefentati'ves in the Pro^ 
*vince of the Majfacbnfetts-Bay^ 

Province of Geor^a 9 x^thjune^ 1768. 
SIR, 
Yoar re^c^cd favour of the i ith 
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February came to my liand only t few 
days fince. I am forry it is not ia 
my power to give you fo full and fa- 
tisfadlory an anfwer llioreto, as the 
importance dF the fubjcd requires: 
the members of the preifent aflembly 
of this province have bUt lately beeo 
eledled, and though the writs were re- 
turnable, and the Houfe required to 
meet the firft of this month, yet our 
Governor thought proper, prior there- 
to, to prorogue the aflembly nntil 
November j for this reafon. Sir, I caa 
only for the prefent, reply to your 
favour as a private pedon, or late 
Speaker^ and inform you, that before 
the diflblution of the laft aflembly, 
the Houfe took under coniideration 
the feveral late a6ls of parliament for 
impofing taxes and duties on the 
American colonies, ^nd being fenfibly 
affeded thereby, ordered the com- 
mit cee of correfpondence to inlb-aft 
our provincial agent, (Mr. Benjamin 
Franklin) to join eameftly with the 
other colonies agents in foHiciting a 
repeal of thofe afts, and in remon-* 
ftrating againft any adts of the like 
nature for the future : this inftru6li6a 
hath, been tranfmitted to Mr. Frank- 
lin, and I have no doubt but he will 
punaually obferve it. When the 
aflembly meet I will lay your favour 
before the^Houfe ; and I am, affured 
foch meafures wiU be purfued in con- 
fequcnce thereof as will manifeft their 
regard for conftitutional liberty, and 
their refpeft for the Houfe of Repre- 
fentatives of the province of Mafla- 
chufetts-Bay, whofe wife and fpirited 
condudl is fo juftly admired. 

I am Sir, with the utmoft refpeft. 
Your moft obedient fervant, 

'Alexander Wyllt. 
The Speaker of the Houfe of Reprefen* 
tutives of MaffachuJettS'Bay alfo re* 
cei'ved the following letter from the 
Speaker (f the Hoift of Reprefenta- 
ti^es of the Pro'vince of Maryland^ 
relating tv ihi drarlar ktter, 
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. frovhut of Mafylatidf Juni ZJ^hf 
1768. 
SIR,. 
. I had the honour to receive your 
Avoutof the nth of february lait, 
and oa a meeting of our aflexnbly I 
commanicated it to our Houie, and 
I an deiired to afliire you they ac* 
jknowledge themfelves obliged by a 
candid and (ret communicatiofi of 
ien timents of a fitter colony on a 
point (6 intereiling to the whole ; and 
that their opinion of the coniequences 
to the colonies of the operation of 
the feveral a£l$ of parliament yon al* 
lade to, coindde exa£Uy with yours« 

, and that they are perfuadcd of the 
neceflity of harmonizing as much as 
poflible in proper meaiures for re- 
drefs. 

This Houfe, upon coniidering the 
ii£b of parliament, prepared an hum- 
ble, dutiful, and loyal petition to his 
Majeily, fetting forth. That it is a 
fi^d and unalterable principle in the 
nature of things, and a part of the 
very idea of property, that whatever 

. a man hath honeftly acquired cannot 
be taken from him without his con- 
fent ; that this immutable principle is 
ingrafted as a fundamental into the 
Engliih conftitution, and is declared 
hy Magna Charta, and the petition 
and bill of rights, and from thence 
every Britifh fubjed, the moft aillant, 
is jullly intitled to all the rights of 
Englifhmen ; that this rieht is further 
declared and confirmed by our char- 
ter; under the confidence whereof 
our forefathers encountered ever diffi- 
culty, to fetde this colony, which un- 
der providence has increaled his Ma- 
jefty's fubjcds, cxtenued the trade, 
and added to the wealth of the mo- 
ther country : that we have always 
teen permitted to enjoy this right 
until lately ; that we are not, nor can 
we ever 'be eiFeftually reprcfented in 
the BritiOi parliament; and that ihele 
tattttesdo, in our apprchenfion^ in- 
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fringe the great fun^amem^ priAci* 
pie, that BO man can ht taxed'but wkh 
his own confent given by himfelf or 
his RepKfentative* This, Sir, is the 
fttbftance of our petition, and I am 
ordered to tranunit it to Charles 
Garth, £fq; fpecial agent for our 
Hottie of Delegates, to be prefented, 
and we (hail requeft him to co-operate 
with yours and the other colony 
i^ents in endeavouring to procure u* 
relief, and hope with you his Majef- 
tyh great goo^nefs of heart ^wiil in- 
cline him to receive the dutiful fup- 
plications of his remote fubjedts with 
favour and attention. 

Jaft before the plofe of our feflion 
we received a meflage from our Go- 
vernor, a copy of which you have 
herewith ; and alfo a copy of the ad- 
drefs by our Houfe in anfwer thereto, 
which fully convey to you their fenti- 
ments on the fubjeft. 

I am, in the name and by order of 
the Houfe of Reprelentativcs, Sir, 
with very great refped, your moft 
humble and obtdient iervant, 

Robert Lloyd, Speaker. 
To the Honour ahU Thomas Cujhing, , 

E/qi Speaker ff the HonouraiU 

H.ufe of Refrejetaaiives ofMaf 

facbuJetU'Baj. 

Copy of the tnejfagt from Governor 
Kiharpe to the Houje of Rtprefenta-' 
t$*ves of the Frcviace of Matjland, 

GentleffUH of the Lower U*»uje >f iljfem • 

' I he King our moft gracious fovt- 
reign having , been informed tliat a 
circular Ictt.r, a copy of wiiich hath 
been comitiUmcate^ to his mmiiicrs, 
was in i<cbruary iail lent by the 
Speaker ot the Houfe of Repreicuta- 
tives of the colony of Muii'acnutetts 
to the Speakers ot other Houleo of 
Aiiembly in North AmCiica, nath 
been plealed to order ii to be iigoi« 
fied to me, that he confiders liich 
meafure to be of a moft dangerous 

aui 
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and fa£^ioQs tendency, calculated to themfelves aggrieved by dte Iat!i ads 
inflame the minds of his good fob-" of Parliament imix)fing taxes on them 
jeds in the colonies, to promote an for the fole and cxpref^ purpofe of 



unwarrantable combination, to excite 
and encourage an open oppofition- to 
and denial of the authority of Parlia- 
ment, and to fubvert the true princi 



railing a revenue^ and in the moft 

dutiful manner are feeking redrefs 

from the Throne, any endeavour3 to , 

ynite iu laying before their fovereiga 



pies of the confticution ; but while t what is apprenended to be their juft 
notify to you his Majeily's fentiments complaint, ihould be looked upoa 



with refpe^l to this matter, I am alfo 
to tell you that the repeated proofs 
which have been given by the aifem- 
bly of this province of their reverence 
4nd refped for the laws, and of their 
faithful attachment to the conftitu- 
tion, leave little room for his Majefty 
to doubt of their (hewing a proper 
refentment of fuch unjurafiablc at- 
tempt to revive thofedillradion^which 
have operated fo fatally to the preju- 
dice of both the colonies and the mo^ 
ther-country, and I flayer myftK 



' as a meafure of moil dangerous aad 
' fadious tendency, calculated to in- 
' flame the minds of his Majcfty'$ 

* good fubjeds, in the colonies, to 

* promote an unwarrantable combins^* 
^ cionj to excite and 'encourage 9Sij 

* open oppofition to, and denial oi 

* the authority of Parliamcut, and 
' to fubvert the tru<^ principles o^ 
' the conftitution.' Wjb cannot but 
view this as an attempt in fome of hi^ 
Majefty's minifters to fupprefs all 
communication of fentiments between 



that in cafe fuch a letter has been' the colonies, and to prevent the uni- 



addreffed to the Speaker of your 
Houfe, you will confirm the favour- 
able opinion his Majefty at prefent 
entertains of his Maryland fubjeds, 
by taking no notice of fuch letter, 
which will be treating it with the 
contempt it deferves. 

iloftATio Sharpe. 
zoihjune^ 1768. 
Cop of the AdateJ's of the Houfe of De- 
legates to Governor ^barpe^ oecq/ion^ 
)e4 by tbe above Mejfagt, 
To his Excellency Horatio Sbarfe, Efj ;" 
Governor and Commander in Cbiefitt 
and over the Province of Maryland* 

May itfleafeyour Excellency, 
In anlwer to your Excellency's mef- 
fagc of the 2pth we muft obferve. 



ted fupplications of America from 
reaching the royal ear. We hope the 
condud of this Houfe will ever evince 
their reverepcc and reiped.for the laws 
and faithful attachment to the coniii- 
tution ; but we cannot be brought to 
refent an exertion of the moft un- 
doubted conititutional right of petiti- 
oning the throne, or any endeavourf 
to piocure and preferve an union of 
the colonies -as an unjuftifloble ati^ 
tempt to revive thoie diflradions 
which it is faid have' operated io fa-, 
tally to the prejudice of both the co- 
lonies and the motlier country. We 
have the warmefl and mpft affcdio- 
nate attachment to our moft gracious 
fovereign, and fliall ever pay the rea- 



that if the letter from the Speaker of dieft axid moft refpedful re^^ard to the 
the Houle of Reprcfentatives of the .juft and conftituuonal power of the 



colony of Maflachufctts-Bay, addref- 
fed to and communicated by our 
Speaker to this' Houfe, be the fame 
with the letter, a copy of which you 
arepleafed toin,timate, hath been com- 
municated to the King's minifters, it 
}g very alarming to find that at a time 
when the people of America think 



fidtiih Parliament; but we fball not 
be intimidated by a few founding ex<* 
preflions from doing what we think 
is rights The Houfe of Reprefenta^ 
tives of the colony of Maflachufctt^ 
Bay in their letter to as, hj^ve i^ti* 
mated that they have pr^fened ai|. 
humble* dutiful aiid loval petition to- 
Ffa tha 
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the King» and exprefled their confi* 
dence thar the united and dutiful fup- 
plicddons of his diflreA^d American 
fubjeds will meet with his royal and 
favourable acceptance ; and we think 
they have aiTerted their rights with a 
decent refpeft to their fovereign, and 
a due fubmiffion to the authority of 
ParJiament. What we (hall do upon 
this 6ccaf?on, or whether in confe- 
qnence of that letter we fhall dp any 
thing, it B not our prefent bufinefs to 
comitiunicate to your Excellency: 
but of this be pleaied to be afTured, 
that we cannot be prevailed on to 
take no notice of^ or to treat with the 
leaft degree of contempt^ a letter (o 
cxprfeffive of duty and loyalty to the 
ibvereign. and £o replete with juA 
principles of liberty ; and your £x- 
jcellency may depend that whenever 
we apprehend the rights of the- peo- 

fle to be affeded, we ihall not fail 
oldly to afTert and fteadily endeavour 
to maintain and fupport them« al- 
ways rememberings what we could wiih 
never to be forgot, that by the Bill 
of Rights it is declared, * that it is 

* the right of the fubjeft to petition 

* the King, and all commitments and 

* profecutions for Aich petitioning are 

* illegal.' By order of the JLower 
Houfe of A flcmbly, 

Robert Lloyd, Speaker* • 

ThefoUonuingis a Copy of a Letter com- 
' municated to the Uouje of JJfembly of 
the Colony of Rhode-IJland, on Satur- 
day the 1 8th ofjuney hy the Gover- 
nor of that Colony, 

Whitehall, Jfrilzi, 1768. 
Gentlemen, ', 

I have his Majell)^s commands to 
tranfmit to you the inclofed copy of a 

. * The ajifwer of OoTcraor S)i»rpe to this 

addrefs) imp«rte«t his difappointment in the 
effe£l of bis aieii'age ; and his haviog'uiitruc. 
tions to put an end ro the feffion (whether to 
d44olv«or ^rorogoe sr^ he did not fay) if the 
- iiB4iefff|}cec(k4tof]iymf»iiircs.»aiiivo«f «if 



letter from the Speaker of the H011& 
of Rejpreientatives of the colonv of 
the Niaflachufetts-Bay, addrefled by 
order of that Houfe to the Speaker cdf 
the aiTembly of each cok>ny upon the 
continent of North- America ; as his 
Majefty coniiders this meafure to b^ 
of a ffloft dang^ous and famous ten- 
dencv, calcubted to enflame th<; 
minas of his good fabjeds in the co- 
lonies ; to promote an unwsirrantablf 
combination, and to excite and en- 
courage an open oppoiittoa to and d»- 
nial of the authority of Parliament, 
and to fubvert the true principles of 
the conftitution. — It is his Majefly% 
pleafure that you ihould, immediately 
upon the receipt hereof, exert yooir 
utmoft influence to defeat this flagiti- 
ous attempt to diflurb the publie 
peace, by prevailing upon the aflem«- 
biy of your province to take no no* 
tice of it, which will be treating it 
isdth the contempt it deferves. 

The repeated proofs which have 
been given by the aiTembly of Rhode*- 
Ifland of their reverence andrefped 
for the laws, and of their faithful at- 
tachments to the conflitation, leavo 
little room in his Majefty's breafl to 
doubt of their (hewing a poper re- 
fentment of this unjufti£able attesa.pt 
(0 revive thofe diftra&ions which have 
OfMsrated fo fatally to the prejudice d 
this kingdom and the colonies : and 
accordingly his Majefly has the fnllejt 
confidence in their' aiFe^on, and ex<- 
peds they will give him the flrongeft 
proofs of them on this and ever/ 
other occaiiun. 

I am, with great truth and regar^* 
Gentlemen, your moil obedient hi^«^ 
Ue fervant, 

. ' HILLSBOROUGH. 

Im the Providence Gazette, Jnjj g^ 
fwas publijhed the follvwing letter 14 
the Printer frotn Roger Martyn^ ^ffl 
If the defign of the £ari of Hilliba* 

rABgb's letter^ of the aifl of Apirl 
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laft, to the colony of Rliodf lildDd,. 
Was to detftch and divert them from 
uniting with the continent, in all 
legal endeavours^ for ji removal of 
general griovances/he hath miiTed of 
his aim.' This colony is but the more 
confirmed of the neceffity pf a genieral 
union, when the oppreffibn is com^ 
mon. This I think 1 may fay, after 
having heard no one, even during 
the Seffion of Aiilembly in which that 
letter was read, exprefa the leaft cen- 
fare of the colony of the MaiTachu^ 
fetts Bay, for writing the circular let- . 
ter cbmplained of; but, on the con<; 
bary, mat proceeding is univerfally 
approved of. If it be the priviieee 
of every fubjeft to petition. to the 
Xing, it is undoubtedly the right of 
a whole country to unite in a iuppli- 
cation for redrefs of grievances^ which 
equally affeft them all., This colony 
have iadojpted the meafures ^com* 
jncnded to them by their brethren of 
the MaiTachuIettS'Bay, and a com. 
mitteehath been appointed to pre. 
pare a draft of a petition on the i'ub.' 
jcGt recommended, who will foon re- 
port to the Affembly, notwithftand. 
ing the Earl's letter ; and there can. 
not be the leaft donbt, but that fuch 
petition will be forwarded as foOn as 
may be^ as at the time when his. fur* 
prizing letter was received, the aiTem- 
bly were addrelTed by the Speaker of 
the Houfe pf Burgeiles in Virginia, 
4)^ the fubjeft contained in the cir. 
ctdar letter from Bofton, wherein the 
fentiments of that ancient and re. 
ipedable government appear to coinr 
.cide with thofe of the Maffachuiretts- 
Bay, to which addrcfs the Houfe di- 
xe^ed their Speaker to fend an an. 
'fwer, and fignify their full appro-; 
bation of the fenttments therein con. 
gained, and to aiTure him, th^ mea- 
fures iimilar to thofe take^ in that 
dominion fhould be purfucd. And I 
am authorized to fay, that an anfwer 
|rom our Hpufe of Cojtunons^ in this 
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cdonv, to the letter fym BdAqn^ 
vvonld have been f^nt, and mad# 
public, had it iio( been for the ifiterf 
vpntion of iome fpecial bofioeft* 
which engroired the attention of thm 
Houfe fo much, during tlieir feffioii 
of only three or four days continue 
ance, that they omitted to give an^f 
particular direjQion to their Speaker 
ill that behalf, many of the Hoaft 
fuppofing he would have written aa 
aniwer ix effich, as the Houie hzA 
entered into the meafures recon* 
niended* - / 

Upon a re-examination of the (^* 
cular letter frpm the Maflachufetb- 
Bay (with alf due fubmiffion to the 
fagacity of his LordOiip) nobodf 
amongii us can difcover any dange- 
rous or factious tendency therein, or 
conceive it to be calculated to inflame 
the minds of the King's fubjeds ia 
the colonies^ or to promote any «in« 
warrantable combinations, or to fub- 
vert any principles pf the conilitution: 
we rather think it a meafnre of the 
higheft expediency — that the prindU 
pies therein held tbrth are right, and 
in which all the colonies on the con- 
tinent ar& unanimous in fentiment. 
A recefiion of one jot from the prin« 
ciples contained in that letter, would 
be dangerous to the general fafety: 
and from the reception it hath met 
with, we hope that the colony of the 
MaiTachufetts-Bay will have the for- 
titude to endure all extremities, ra*- 
ther than refcind any refoliitions that' 
gave birth to it. 

One would think, that a joint fup- 
plication would meet with a more 
gracious reception than feparate and 
diiFerent prayers. In public and joint 
worlhip of the fupreme being a fpe- 
cial promife of bleffing is annexed. 
Is it not very llrange, then, that the 
miniHei^ fhould attempt to make, us 
believe, that the recommendatioaL 
from the principal government to the 
feveral legiilatures in this remote part 
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<^tIieWorU> to joiBiii befeechingoor 
|rmcioas foveieign toooniider and re- 
jnove our griefs, is dangerous or lac- 
^W ^ He might as well perfaade as» 
tkai in a time of peffilence or famine, 
an oniced fupplication to heaven to xe* 
aove the calamity waa an onwajran** 
table combination* 

Unleis the colonies zt^ for tamely 
yielding up «veiy valuable privilege, 
the miniller ought to be plainly told^that 
Ic^ his fingie opinion pe what it may, 
they fo far underftand their own liberr 
ties, that they will at all times, when . 
diey ibe fit* confer together, and cor- 
tefpond about their jomt concern* 
:i»ent&, without afking his leave, and 
. ^at they have a lawful right fo to do. 

If our petitions are prevented from 
waching the royal ear — ^if the moft . 
dhitiful mpplications are palled iin« 
warrantable combinations-- and, in 
fine, if legiflation in this country is 
iikfpended, becaufe we decently de- 
clare our rights, and pray for a con 
Nuance ot them, of what uie are 
agents at the court of Great Britain ? 
II I might adviie in this matter* I 
^Afould propoie a general revocation of 
their powers, and a difconunuance af 
any further commerce or bafine(switk 
t)|e iohabitants of a country, who,' 
being onjy fellow-fubjeds, woald ty- 
lannize Over us* « 

^ony of Rht dc-lOand, Haf^gr Mariyw. 
jttly 5, 1768, ^. ^ 

J Memorial in hebalf of tie Inhaih* 

tants e/BofioM. 
Shetveth^ 

That they bea^ die fame fcntiments 
of loyalty and duty towards our graci- 
ous King; and the fame reverence 
fyt the great council of the nation, 
the Briti& Parliament, as ever ; and 
'tiierefore are not willing their eon- 
^nft fhould ai>pear in an odious light 
to the mxniftry. — ^The principal oc- 
c^on of the late tumults arofc from 
the haughty conduA of the commiffi* 
oi>en> And other officers appointed by . 



them.«f*The Romney man of war;; 
having moored before the town, in-' 
timidated the coaling veiflels bringing 
provifions, firewood, &c. committed 
saany ads of violence and outrage ; 
and in particular, by cutting away a 
veflcl from Mr. Hancock's Wiarf, de- 
taining her feveraldays, without inj 
legal proceis being filed againil her, 
^c. . This irritated the people ; who 
patrolled the ftreets in a tumultuous 
manner, broke feveral windows ta 
the vahie of about 5!. fterling, burnt 
a pleaiure boat belonging to the col-» 
lector, and then difperted at about 
1 1 o'clock at aight.— Ail which will 
more fuljy appear by twelve affida- 
vits, of different perfoQs, who werd 
eye witoeiTes of the proceedings, herc^ 
unto annexed.— Three days after 
this, the conamiffionsrs made a volun- 
tary abdication of their office, and. 
went on board the Romney man of 
war. And from ail the affidavits it 
does appear, that the caufe of luck 
tumult was entirely from the impu->^ 
dent and Vioient proceetiings of the 
officers, particu.aily fropi the maftrr 
oi the Romney, who frequently or-, 
dered the marines to fire, ana abuled 
evtry body who advifed ^ cooler con^ 
dud. 

Thi ahve Memorial 'was prefenfed tm 
AdminiftraHon luitb the t'wel've Jffi^ 
da<uits, (immeaiately upon hearing 
ike Reports 'which were Jo prejudicial 
$0 the TonimJ hy Bemas O^ Mcrdt^ 
Effi Agentforthe ^emhly. 

SIR, Bojion, July 13, 1768- 
It is very furprifing to peopfe )aa^^ 
that the circular letter, tranfmitted. 
from this government to the other colo* 
nies, could be represented and conii- 
dered by the minittry in fo odious a light 
as it appears it has been, by the late 
letter from the Earl of Hilliborough, 
It IS ama^zing, that a meafure io in- 
nocent, fo prudent, and that had fuch 
a tendency to quiet the minds of th^ 
people; ihould be fo mifcdnitrued. 
However^ 
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However, it fcems the letter, from 



the Karl of Hilliborough, rcfpcaing 
this affair, has had quite a difFerenc 
tScii from what was dcfigaed and ex- 
pcdcd: infteadofprevcating the co- 
lonies from uniting in their applica- 
tions to the throne for relief, it has 
feryed to make them more lolicicous 
than ever of an union in fcntiment 
and xneafures. This you will perceive, 
upon perufing the indoled news pa- 
per, where you will find what lias 
been done by the Boufe of Delegates 
at Maryland. The colony of Rhode 
liland has immediately upon the re- 
ception of the letter abovementioned, 
prepared an addrefs to his Majefty, 
which will foon be forwarded. Many 
of the other colonies have* alio for- 
warded their petitions and reprefen- 
tations. The people through the 
contiifent are greatly, alarmed, and 
will never be csly till the late ads are 
repealed, and things return to their 
old courfe. The merchants find they 
cannot vend youi; manufactures, the 
country peop*e are fo difguilcd, and 
are determined not to continue their 
importations of lingliih goods. Wc 
have now in the harbour hve or fix 
veffels of war, and are threatened 
with troops. If tlicy (houia be lent 
^ere to enibrce ads oi I'ailiam^nt, 
God only knows wliat will be tiie 
event. Tnis we are lure of, taat be 
the number of the troops ever lo 
great, they cannot force us citncr to 
import, buy, or conmiue Engilh 
goods. Tne mcrcantix intercit on 
your fide ot the water is, and will oe, 
greatly afi'edcd by liieie mwalurcs it 
beixQves them to oeihr thcmieives up- 
on thi* occahon, if they deugn to pre- 
fervc 'heir uade. it is uie opinion 
of men of difcernment and good judg- 
ment, that the people througii tne 
coAtioent are much more aluriued at 
tho late a6t5^ than tney were at the 
Hamp ad; and it would be vaiUy 
AOfC daficvU^tQ reconcile the people 
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to theuK God grant that the onioft 



between the mother country and the . 
colonies may not be interrupted ; and 
that thofe at the helm may be endow- 
ed with all that wifdom which may 
be. needful to diredk at fach a aitical 
day 1 I doubt not your good wiihet 
for America. 

Your moft humble Senram, 

T. CVSHINO. 

To Denms De Birdt, E/q ; 

An Addrefs read at a numerous miefiag 
of the Merchants in Fbiladelfhia om 
the z^th of Aprils 1768. 
(Written by Mr, Dickenfon, author of 

the Farmer* s Letters,) 
Gentlemen, Friends , and Fellotw Citi^ 
tuntf 
You are called together to give yotir 
advice and opinion^ what anfwer ihall 
be returned to our brethren of Boiloa 
and New- York, who defire to know 
whether we will unite with them, in 
Hopping the importation of good$ 
from Great Britain, untif certain 
ads of Parliament are repealed, which 
are thought to be injurious to our 
rights, as freemen and Britiih fub* 
♦jeds. 

Before you come to any refolutiony 
it may be neceifary to explain the 
matter more fully. 

When our forefathers came into 
this country, they confidered them- 
ieives as freemen, and that their 
coming and fettling thei'e colonies 
did not divell them of any of the 
rights inherent in freemen; that, 
th<:refbre, what they pofifeiTed, and 
what tney or th^ir poiteriey ihould ac- 
quire, was and would be fo mudi 
their own, that no power on earth 
could lawfully, or of right, deprive 
them of it without their confent. 
The governments, which they, with 
the content of the crown, ellabliihed 
in the retpedive colonies, they con- 
fidered as political govenunents, 
«* where (as Mr. Locke expreiies i4 

men 
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mta hfttf property ia their own dif- 
^fal;'^ And therefore (according t6 
the condttiion drawn by the fame 
author ia another place) '^ No taxes 
cwght or cotiid be raifed On their pro* 
perty without their confent given by 
thcmklvc$ or t}ieir deputies^" or cho-^ 
kn reprefentatives. ^ - 

As they wert members, of one great 
empire, u&iled under one head or 
crown, they tacitly acquiefced in the 
fiiperintending authority of the Par- 
Bsunent of Great Britain, and^ad- 
sutted a power in it, to make ftga- 
lations to preferve the connection of 
the whole entire. Though under 
colour pf this, fundry regulations 
were made that bore hard on the co^ 
lonies; yet, wi(h filial refped and 
tegard for Great Britain their mother 
country, the colonies fubmitted to 
them. 

It will be fufiicieut here juft to 
enumerate fome of the molt grie« 
irotts* 

!• The law againft making fteel, or 
cre^ng fteel furnaces, though there 
are not above five or fix perfons in 
England engaged in that branch of 
buiinefs, who are fo far from being 
able to fnpply what is wanted, that 
great qnantities of fleel are yearly im- 
ported from Germany* 

2« Againft plating and flitting mills 
and tilt hammers; though iron is the 
produce of our country, and from our 
manner of building, planting, and 
living, we are under a neceflity of 
ufing vail quantities of nails and 
plated iron, as hoes, ftove-pipes, 
plates, &c. all which are loaded with 
double freight, commiffions, &c. 

3. The leftraint laid on hatters, 
and the prohibidon of exporting hats. 

4. Tne prohibition of carrying 
wool or any kind of woollen goods 
manufadured here, from one colony 
to another. A fingle fleece of wool 
or a dozen of home-made hofe ear- 
ned from one colony to another is 
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not Only forfeited, bht fubjedls th'^ 
feflTelj if conveyed by water, or the 
waggon and hor fes, if carried by land; 
to a ieizure, and the owner to a heavy 
fine: 

5. Though the Spaniards n^ay cut 
and carry logwood directly to what 
market they pleafe; yet the Americans 
cannot fend to any foreign market^ 
even what the depiand in England 
cannot take ofl^, without ^rft carry- 
ing it to fome Britifli port, and there 
landing and re-fiiipping it at a great 
expence and lofs of time; 

6. Obliging us to carry Portttgal 
and Spanifli wines, fruit. Sec to Eng- 
land, there to unload, pay a heavy- 
duty and re-fliip it, thus fubje^ng 
OS to a great expence, and our veflels 
to an unneceflary voyage of ioool 
miles in a dangerous fea. 

7. Impoflng a dnty on Madeira 
wines, which, if re-fliipped to Eng- 
land, are fubjefted to the payment of 
the full duties there without any dravr- 
back for what was paid here. 

8. The emptying their jails apoR 
us, and maidrfg the colonies a recept- 
acle for their rogues and villains ; an 
infult and indignity not to be thotrght 
of, much lefs borne without indigna- 
tion and refentment. 

Not to mention the reftriflions at-» 
tempted in the fiflieries, the dutiea 
laid on foreign fngar, molaflTes., kc. 
I will j aft mention the necefiity they 
have laid us under of fupplyxng onr-^ 
felves wholly from Great-Britain with 
European and £aft-India goods at aa 
advance of 20, and as to fome arti- 
cles, even of 40 per cent, higher than 
we might be fupplied with them fronr 
other places. '^ 

Bnt as if all thefe were not enough,* 
a party has lately arifen in England, 
who, under colour of fuperintending 
authority of parliament, are laboor- 
ing to ereft a new fbverciguty over 
the colonies, with power inconfiftcnr 
with liberty or freedom, • * - ' '• 
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The Rr& exertion of this power was 
difplayed in ths odious Scamp-A£^. 
. As the authors and promoters of this 
a£i were fenfible of the oppofition it 
muil neceflarily meet with, from men, 
who had the leaft fpark of liberty re- 
gaining, tii^y accompanied it with a 
bill ilill more odious, wherein they 
attempted to empower officers to quar- 
ter foldiers on private houfes, with a 
view no doubt, to dragoon us into a 
compliance with the former ad. 

By the interpofition of the Ameri- 
can agents, and of the London mer- 
chants who traded to the colonies, 
this claufe was dropt, but the ad was 
carried, wherein the afTemblies of the 
refpedive colonies were ordered, at 
the expence of the feveral provinces, 
to furniih the troops with a number 
of articles, fome of them never al- 
lowed in Britain. Befides, a power 
is therein granted to every officer, 
upon obtaining a warrant from any 
juilice, (which warrant the Jufiice is 
thereby empowered and ordered to 
grant, without any previous oath) to 
break into any houie by day or by 
night,, under pretence (thefe are the 
' words of the ad) of fearchiqg for 
deferters. 

By the fpirited oppofition of the co- 
lonies, the firll ad was repealed : but 
the latter continued, vvhicn, in its fpi- 
rit, differs nothing fropi the other. 
For thereby the liberty of the colo- 
nies is invaded, and their property dif- 
pofed of without their confent, no lefs 
than by the Stamp- Ad. It was ra- 
ther the more dangerous of the two, 
as the appearance of the conllitution 
was preferved while the fpirit of it 
was deftroyed) and thus a tyranny in- 
troduced under the forms of liberty^ 
The aiTemblies were not at liberty to 
refnfe their afTent, but were to be 
forced to a literal compliance with 
the ad. Thus, becaufe the afTembly 
of New- York heiitated to comply, 
their legiflative power wias immedi^ 
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ately fuipended by another ad of par. 
liament. 

That the repeal of the Stamp-aft 
might not invalidate the claims of 
fovereignty now fet up, an ad was 
pafled, afferting the powCT of Parlia- 
ment to bind us with their laws m 
every refped whatever. And to at 
certain the extent of this power, in 
the very next feffion they proceeded 
to a dired taxation ; and in the very 
words in which they difpofe' of their 
own property, they gave and granted 
that of the colonifb, impofing duties 
on paper, glafs, &c. imported into 
America, to be paid by the Colonics 
for the purpofe of raifing a revenue. 

This revenue, when raifed, they 
ordered to be difpofed of in fuch a 
manner as to render our affemblics or 
legiflative bodies altogether ufelefs, 
and to make Governors and Jadges^ 
who hold their commiSons during 
pleafure, and the whole executive 
powers of government, nay, the de- 
fence of the country, independent of 
the people, as has been fully explaind 
in the Farmer'^ Letters. 

Thus with a confiflency of conduft' 
having divefled us of property, they 
are proceeding to ered over us a dcK 
potic government, and to rule us aS 
flaves. For " a defpotical power, 
fays Mr. Locke, is over fuch as have 
no property at all.'* If, indeed, to 
be mbjed in our lives and property 
to the arbitrary will of others, whom 
we have never chofen, nor ever en- 
trufled with fuch power, be not fla- 
very, I wilh any perfon would tell me 
what flavery is. 

Such then being the flate of the 
cafe, you are now, my fellow-citi- 
zens, to deliberate, not, whether you 
will tamely fubmit to this fyftem of 
government. — That I am fure your 
love of freedom and regard for your- 
felves and yotir jpoflerity will never 
fuffer you to think of— But by what 
means you may defend your right$ 
G S • ^ . and - 
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and liberties^ and obtain a repeal of 
thefe ads. 

In England, when the prerogative 
has been flrained too high, or the 
^ people oppreflcd by the executive 
powder, the Parliament who are the 
guardians and ,prote£lors of the peo- 
pie's liberties, always petition for re* 
drefs of grievances, and enforce their 
pecitbns, by with-holding iupplies 
until they are granted. 

Our aiTeHC^bfy, I am told, has ap- 
plied for relief from thefe afts of par- 
liament. But having nothing left to 
give, they could not enforce their 
jEipplication, by with-holding any 
thing. _ - 

It is, however, in our power. In a 
peaceable and conHitutional way, to 
add weight to the remonArance and 
petition of our reprefentatives, by 
topping the importation of goods 
from Britain, until we obtain relief 
and rcdrefs by a repeal of thefe un^* 
conilimtional a£ls. 

But this, it may be (aid, is'fub- 
jefting ourfelves to prefent lofs and 
inconvenience. 

I would beg leave to dk, whether 
any people in any age or country ever 
defended and preferved their liberty 
from the encroachments of power, 
without fufFering prefent inconvenien- 
cies. The Roman people fuffered 
themfelves to be defesitcd by their 
enemies^ rather than fubmit to the 
tvranny of the nobles. And even in 
the midft of war, the Parliament of 
England has denied to grant fupplies, * 
until their grievances were redrefled ; 
well knowing that no prefent lofs, 
fufFering, or inconvenience, could 
equal that of tyranny or the lofs of 
public liberty. To cite an example, 
which our own country furnifhes; 
. you all remember that in the height 
of the late terrible Indian war, our 
afTembly and that of Maryland chofe 
rather to let the country fufFer great in- 
•onvenience, than immediately grant 



fupplies on terms injurious to tk6 
public privilege and to juflice. 

As then we cannot enjoy liberty 
without property, both in our lives 
and eilates ; as we can have no prd- 
perty in that which another may of 
right take and difpofe of as he pleafes, 
without our confent ; and as the late 
a£ls of parliament aiTert this right to 
be in them, we cannot enjoy freedom 
until this claim is given up, and un- 
til adis made in (Tqnfequence of it be 
repealed. , For fo long as thefe afts 
continue, and the claim is kept up, 
our property is at their difpofal, and 
our lives at their mercy. 

To conclude, as liberty is thic great 
and only fecurity of property ; as the 
fecurity of property is the chief fpuf 
to induftry, (it being vain to acquire 
what we have not a profpeft to enjoy) 
and as the flopping the importation 
of goods is the only probable means 
of pref^rving to us and our pofterity 
/this liberty and. fecurity, I hope, my 
brethren; there is not a man amoug 
us, who will not cheerfully join in 
the meafure propofed, and, with our 
brethren of Bofton and New-York, 
freely forego a prefent advantage, 
nay, even fubmit to a prefent incon- 
venience for the fake of liberty, oa 
which our happinefs, lives, and pro- 
perties depend. Let us never forget 
that our flrength depends on our uni- 
on, and our liberty on our flrength* 
" United iJue conquer, divided ive dit*^ 

, ■' ■■ / ■■ 

The folktwrtg paper nvas publifi^ed in 
London, about the beginning of the 
Year 1768. Bx Dr, Benjamiic 
Franklin.- 
The njua'ves never rife but vuben tbg 
nvinas blonu^ Prov, 

As the caufe of the prefent ill hu- 
mour in America, and of the reiblu- 
tions taken there to purchafe left oF 
our manufactures, does not feenv. to 
be generally under flood, it may af- 
ford fome fatisfadtioQ to our refers* 
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If you ^ve them the following (hort 
lulloiical ftate of fads. 

From the time that the colonies 
were firH ctmfidered as capable of 
granting aids to the crown^ down to 
the end of the laH war, it is faid, 
that the conftant mode of obtaining 
thoie aids Was, by requifition made 
from the crown, through its gover* 
nors to the feveral aiTemblies, in cir- 
cular lettei:s from the Secretary of 
State in his M^jefty's name, fetting 
fi)rth the occafion, requiring them to 
take the matter into confideration, 
s^nd expreffing a reliance to their pru- 
dence, duty and aiFedion to his Ma* 
jefty's government, that they would 
grant fuch fums, or raife fuch num^ 
bers of men, as were fuitable to 
their refpe^Uve orcumilances. 

The colonies being accuHomed to 
this method, have from time to time 
granted money to the crown, or raif- 
ed troops for its fervice, in proportion 
to their abilities ; and during all the 
laft war beyond di^ abilities, ifo that 
confiderable fums were return'd them 
yearly by Parliament, as they had 
exceeded their proportion. 

Had this happy method qf requiii* 
tion been continued, (a method that 
left the King's fubje£b in chofe re^ 
mote countries the pleafure of fhew-r 
ing their zeal and loyalty, and of 
imagining that they recommend them- 
felves to their fovereign by the libe- 
rality of their voluntary grants) there 
is no doubt, but all the money that 
could feafonably be expedted to be 
rais'd from them in any manner, 
might have been obtained, without 
the leaft heart-burning, offence, or 
breach of the haj-mony, of affec- 
. tions and interefts> that fo long fubr 
^fied between the two countries. 

It has been thought wifdom in z, 
government exerciiii^g fovereignty o- 
ver different kinds of people, to have 
ibme regard to prevailing and efta- 
^4ihed Q|>inions amo|ig the-people to 
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be governed, wherever fuch opinions 
might in their effcds obftrud or pro- 
mote public meafures. If they tend 
to obftru£l public fervice, they are to 
be changed, if pofiible, before we 
attempt to a£t againil them ; and they 
can only be changed by reafon and 
perfuafion. But itpublic buiinefs caa 
be carried on without th\yarting thofe 
opinions, if they, can be,. on the con- 
trary, made fubfervient to it, they 
are not unnecefTarily to be thwarted], 
how abfurd ipevcr fuch popular optp 
nions may be in their natures. — This 
had been the wifdpm of our govern* 
ment with ferpe£t to raifing money 
in the colonies. It ^as well known, 
that the colpnifts univerfally were of 
opinion, that no money couM be le-r 
vied /rem Euglifli fubje^ls* but by 
their own conient given by them^ ' 
felves 07 their chofen reprefentatives : 
that therefore whatever money was to 
be raifed from the people in the cOr 
Ipnies, muft £ril be grante4 l^y their 
Afiemblijss, as the money rasfed in 
Britain is firft to be granted by the 
Doufe of Con^mons : that this right 
of granting their own money, was ef- 
fential to Engliilh liberty : and that if 
any man, or body of men, in which 
they had no reprefen^tive of their 
chufing, could tax them at pleafure, 
they could not be faid to have any 
property, any thing they could c^ll 
their owq. But ^ thefe opinions did 
not hinder their granting money vo- 
luntarily and amply whenever the 
crown by its fervants came into their 
Affemblies (as it does intp its Parlia- 
ments of Britain or Ireland) and de- 
manded aids ; therefore that method 
was chofen rather than the hateful 
one of arbitrary taxes. 

I do not undertake here to fupport 
thefe ppinions of the Americans ; 
they have been refuted by a late &£^ 
of Parliament, declaring its Qwn pow* 
er; — which very Parliament, how- 
ever, fhew'd wifely fo much tend^ 

G g 2 regard 
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regard to thofe inveterate pug udioes, 
9s to repeal a tax chat had militated 
againft them. And thoTc prejudices 
are ftiil fo fixed and rooted in tlie A- 
mcricans, that, it has been fuppoTed, 
]K>t a fingle man among them has 
been convinced of his error, even by 
that aft of Parliament. 

The pcrfon then who firft projcftcd 
to lav afide the accuftomed method of 
redmfition, and to rjufe money on 
America by ftamps, feems not to 
have afted wifely, in deviating from 
that method (which the colonifis look- 
ed upon as conftitutional) and thwart- 
ing unueccffarily the fixed prejudices 
of fo great a number of the King's 
fubjeas. — It was not, however, for 
want of knowledge that what he was 
about to do would give them great 
offence ; he appears to have been ve- 
ry fenfible of this, and apprehcnfivc 
that it might occafion ibme diforders, 
to prevent or fupprefs which, he pro- 
jefted another Billy that was brought 
in the fame fefiion with the ftamp aft, 
whereby it was to be made lawful for 
military officers in the colonies to 
qijartcr their foldiers in private houies. 
This feem'd intended to awe the peo- 
ple into a compliance with the other 
aft. Great oppofition however being 
xaifed here agamft the bill by the a- 
gents from the colonies, and the mer- 
chants trading thither, the colonifb 
declaring, that under fuch a power 
in the army, no one could look on his 
houfe as his own, or think he had a 
home, when foldiers might be thruft 
into it and mix'd with his family at 
the pleafure of an officer, that part 
of the bill was dropt ;— but there ilill 
remained a claufe, when it paifed in- 
to a law, to oblige the feveral aiiem- - 
blies to provide quarters for the fol- 
diers, furnifhing them with firing, 
bedding, candles, fmall beer or rum, 
and fundry other articles, at the ex- 
pence of the feveral provinces. And 
this aft continued in force when the 



Stamp Aft was repealed, though if 
obligatory on the aflembliea, it equally^ 
militated againft the American prin- 
ciple abovementioned, thM mone^ is 
not to hi raifeion Englijbfubjt&s 'with- 
out their atnfint. ■ 

The colonies nevertheless being put 
into high good humour by the repeal 
of the Stamp Aft, chofe to avoid a 
freih difpi}te upon the other, it being 
temporary aad foon to expire, never, 
as they hoped, to revive again ; and 
in the mean time they, by various 
ways in different colonies, provided 
for the quartering of the troops, 
either by afts of their own aflemblies, 
without taking notice of the aft of 
parliament, or by fomc variety or 
fmall diminution, as of fait and vine- 
gar, in the fupplies required by th^ 
aft, that what they did might appear 
a Violuntary aft of their own, and 
not done in obedience to an aft of 
parliament, which, according to their 
ideas of their rights, they thought 
hard to obey.' 

If. might have been well if the 
matter had thus paiTed without no- 
tice ; but a Governor having written 
home tin angry and aggravating let- 
ter upon this conduft in the affembly 
of his province, the outed Premier 
of the Stamp Aft and his adherents, 
then in the oppofidon, raiied fuch a 
clamour againft America, as being 
in rebellion, and againft thofe who 
had been for the repeal of the Stamp 
Aft, as haying thereby been encou- 
ragcrs of this fuppofed rebellion, that 
it was thought neceffary to inforce the 
quartering aft by another aft of par- 
liament, taking away from the pro- 
vince of New- York, which had been 
the moft explicit in its refufal, all the 
powers of leeiflation, till it ihould 
have complied with that aft. The 
news of which greatly alarmed the 
people every where in America, as (it 
has been faid) the language of fuch 
an aft feemed to them to be, Ohey tm-^ 
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plicitfy laws maJ^ ty the Fatliamint them man^opportonides of being rex- 
^f (Sreat Britain to rmfi motuy etfyeu "^- -^ -*^ "- 

nvitbcut your confent, oryou&aU enjoy 
p^ rights or fri«yileges at aU. 

At the fame time a perlbn lately 
in high office^ prqjcdtcd the kvying 
more money, from America, by new 
duties on various articles of bar o^orn 
'inaniifa£ture, as gjafs, paper, painters 
/colonrs, kc. appoimting a new Board 
of Cttftoms, and fending over a (Set of 
CommiiSoners, with large falarics^ to 
^e eftabli^ed at Boilon, who were to 
have the care of coljie^ng thofe da- 
ties ; which were by the a£^ expreisly 
mentioned to be intended for the pay- 
;nent of the faiajrics of Governors, 
Judges, and other Officers of the 
crown in America P it being a pretty 
general opinion here, that thofe offi- 
cers ought not to depend on the 
people there for any part of their fMp- 
port. , 

It is not my intention to combat 
ithis opinion. But perhaps it may be 
fomc fatisfaftion to y6ur readers, to 
fcnow what ideas the Americans htive 
on the fubjeft. They fay then, as 
to Governors, that they are n<* like 
Princes whofc pofterity have an inhe- 
ritance in the government of a na- 
tion, and therefore an intei^ft in its 
pro/perity ; they are generally ftrang- 
ers to the province they are fent to 
govern, have no eftate, natural con- 
nection, of relation there, to givje 
them an afFe^tion for the country 5 — 
ithat they come only to make mon^y 
as faff as they can; are fome times 
men of vicious chara^ers and broken 
fortunes, fent by a minifter merely 
to get them 'out of the way : that a« 
they intend (laying in the country no 
longer than their government conti- 
nues, and purpofe to leave no family 
behind them, they are apt to be re- 
gardlefs of the good will of the peo- 
ple, aind care not what is feid or 
thought of them after they are gone. 
T^heir fituation at the fame time gives 



atiotts, and they are often fo nptwith- 
Handing thdr dependance on the af. 
femblics for all that part of their fup- 
port that does nojt af ife from f^s cf- 
tabliihed by law ; but would proba- 
bly be mudi more fo, if they were to 
he fupported by money drawn frohi 
ithe people without their oonfent or 

food win, which is the proj^ffed de- 
gn of this new aft. That, if hj 
ineans of thcfe forced duties, goyem- 
ment is to be fupported in America^ 
without the intervention of the afTcm- 
blies, their afleroblies will foon be 
looked i^pon as ufelefs, and a gover- 
nor will hot call them, as having no- 
jthing to hope from their meeting, 
and perhaps fomething to fear from 
their enquiries into and remonftrances 
againft His mal-adminifb-ation. , Thaf 
thus the people will be deprived of 
' their moft eifential rights. That it 
being, as at prefcnt, a governor's in- 
tereft to cultivate the good will, by 
promoting the welfare of the people 
he governs, can he attended with no 
prejudice to the mother-country, ijnce 
iall the laws he may be prevailed oa 
to give his aflent to are fubjeft to re- 
vifion here, and if reported againft 
by the Board of Trade, are immedi- 
ately repealed by the cl-own ; nor dare 
he paft any law contrary to his in- 
ftruftiohs, as he holds his office dur- 
ing the pleafure of the crown, and 
his fecuritics are liable for the penal- 
ties of their bonds if he contravenes 
thofe inftruftions. This is what they 
fty as to Governors. As to yudges 
they alledge, that being appointed 
from hence, and holding their com- 
miffions w/ during j'W behanjiour^ as 
in Britain, but during pleafure, all 
the weight of interefl or influence 
would be thrown into one of the 
fcales, (which ought to be held even) 
if the falaries are alfo to be paid out 
of duties raifed upon the people with- 
out jheir confent, and independent of 

their 
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their Affcmblics approbation or.dif-- 
approbation of the judges behaviour. 
That it is true, judges ihould be free 
fiom all influence ; and tl^erefore, 
whenever government here will grant 
commiffions to able and honeft judges 
gluing good behaviour, the Ai&mv 
blies will fettle permanent and ample 
^daries on them daring their commlf-p 
fions ; but, .at prefent, they have no 
other means of getting rid of an ignor 
rant or an unjuft judge (and fome of 
feandalons chara6kers nave, they fay, 
been fometimes fent th^m) but by' 
i^rv^ng him out. 

i do not fuppofe thefc reafonings of 
theirs will appear here to have much 
weight. I do not produce them with 
an expedlation of convincin|; your 
leaders. I relate them merely in par«- 
fiance of the taOc I have impofed on 
»yfelf, to be an impartial hiilorian 
of America^ fads and opinions. 

The colonics being thus greatly 
alarmed, as I faid before, by the news 
f£ the aA for aboliihing. the legifla- 
inre of New- York, and the impofition 
of thefe new duties profeifedly for 
liich difagreeable purpofes ; (accom- 
panied by a new fet of revenue officers 
with large appointments, which gaye 
firong fufpicions that more bufmefs 
of the fame kind was foon to be pro- 
vided for them, that they might earn 
thefe falaries ;) began ferioufly to con- 
fider their fituation, and to revolve 
afreih in their minds grievances which 
firom their refpeft and love for this 
country, they had long borne and 
feemed almoft willing to forget. 
They reflefted how lightly the inter- 
eft of all America had been eftimated 
here, when the intereft of a few in- 
habitants of Great Britain happened 
to have the fmalleft competition with 
it. That thus the whole American 
people were forbidden the advantage 
of a dired importation of wine, oil, 
and fruit, from Portugal, but. muft 
f^kc them loaded with all the expen^ 
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ces of a voyage ipoo leagues roan4 
about, beine to be landed firft in 
Enjgland to oe re-(hippcd for Ame- 
rica; expencei amoHuting, in war 
time, at leaft 39 per cent, more than 
otherw^fe they would have been 
charged with, and all this merely, 
that a few Portugal merdiants in 
London may gain a commiffion on 
thofe goods paffing through their 
hands. Portugal merchants, by the 
by, that can complain loudly of the 
fmalleft hardfhips laid on their trade 
by /breigners, and yet even the laft 
year could oppofe with all their in- 
fluence the giving eafe to their /el/ow 
Juhje&s labouring under fo heavy an 
'«ppreffion !-*-That on a flight com? 
plaint of a few Virginia merchants, 
nine colonies had been retrained from 
making^ paper mo^ey become, abfo- 
lutely neceflary to their internal com- 
merce, ftom the conftant remittance 
of their.gold and fi}ver tp Britain.^ 
But not only the intereft of a particu* 
lar body of merchants, the intereft of 
any^ fmall body of Britiih tradelinen 
or artificers, has been found, they 
lay, t9 outweigh that of all the King's 
fob^edts in the colonies. There can- 
not be a ftronger natural right, than 
that of a man's making the beft pro-: 
fit he can of the natural produce of 
his lands, provided he does not there- 
by hurt the ftate in general. Iron is 
to be found every where in America, 
and beaver furs are the natural pro- 
duce of that country :^ hats and nails, 
and fteel, are wanted there as well as 
here. It is of no importance to the 
common welfare of the empire, whe- 
ther a fubjeft of the King's gets hi^ 
living by making hats on this or that 
fide of the water. Yet the hatters of 
£ngland have prevailed to obtain an 
aft in their own favoiur, retraining 
that manufafture in America, in order 
to oblige the Americans to fend their 
beaver to England to be manufaftur- 
ed, and purchafe back the hata^^ load- 
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ti ivith the charges of a double tranf- 
portatku). In mc fame manner have 
a few naiUmakers, and ftill a fmall- 
er body of ftecl-iiiakers (perhaps therq 
are not half a dozen of them in Eng- 
land) prevailed totally to forbid by 
an a£t of parliament the erecting df 
flitting mills or Heel furnaces in Ame- 
rica, that the Americans may be 
obliged to take all the nails for their 
buildings, and Heel for their tools, 
from thefe artificers, under the fame 
difadvantages. 

Added to thefe, the Americans re- 
membered the ad: authorizing the 
moft cfuel infult that perhaps was ever 
ofiered by oHe people to another, that 
of emptying our gaols into their fet- 
dements ; Scotland too having withili 
thefe two years obtained the privilege 
it had not before, of fcndin? its rogues 
and villains alfo to the plantations. 
I fay, refledling on thefe things, they 
faid to one another (their news papers 
are full of fuch difcourfes) thefe peo- 
ple are not content with making a 
monopoly of us> forbidding us to 
trade with another country of Europe, 
and compelling us to buy every thing 
of them, though in many articles we 
could furnifh ourfelves lo, 20, and 
even to 50 per cent, cheaper elfc- 
where ; but now they have as good as 
declared they have a right to tax us 
£ui libitum internally and externally, 
and that our conftitutions and liber- 
ties ihall all be taken away, if we do 
not fubmit to that claim. They are 
not content with the high prices at 
which they they fell us their goods, 
but have now begun to enhance thofe 
prices by new duties ; and by the ex- 
pen five apparatus of a new iet of of- 
^cers, appear to intend an augmen- 
tation and multiplication of thofe bur- 
thens that ihall be ftill more "grievous 
to us. Oar people have been fooliih- 
ly fond of their fuperfluous modes 
and manufadures, to the impoverifh- 
ing oor country, carrying off all our 
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ca(h, and loading us with debt ; thcjr 
will not fuffer us to reftrain the luxu- 
ry of our inhabitants as they do that 
of their own, by laws: they caa 
make laws to difcourage or prohibit 
the importation of French fuperflui- 
ties : but though thofe of England are 
a^ ruinous to us as the French ones 
are to them, if we make a law of that 
kind, they immediately repeal it. 
Thus they get all our money from us 
by trade, and every profit we can any 
where make by our fifheries, our pro^ 
duce or our commerce, centers final- 
ly with them ; but this does not figni- 
fy. It is time then to take care of 
ourfelves by. the beft means in out 
power. Let us unite in folemn refo- 
lutions and engagements with and to 
each other, that we will give thefe 
new officers as little trouble as poffi- 
ble, by not confuming the Britifli^ 
manufadlures on which they are to 
levy the duties. Let us agree to con- 
fume no more of their expenfive gew- 
'gaws. Let us live frugally, and let 
us induftrioufly manufaSure what we 
can for ourfelves : thus we (hall he, 
able honourably to dlfcharge the debts 
we already owe theiii, and after that, 
we may be able to keep fbme money 
in our country, hot only for the ufes 
of our internal commerce, but for the 
fervice of our gracious Sovereign,* 
whenever he fhall have occafion for it, 
and think proper to require it of us in 
the old conftitutional manner. Fior 
notwithilanding the reproaches throwa 
out againft us in their public papers 
and pamphlets, notwithftanding we 
Have been reviled in their fenate as 
rebels and traitors, we are truly a 
loyal people. Scotland has had its 
rebellions, and England its plots a- 
gainft the prefent Royal Family ; but 
Americais untainted with thofe crimes; 
there is in it fcarce a man, there is 
not a fingle native of our country, 
who is not firmly attached to his King 
by principle and by affection* But a 

new 
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new kind of loyalty fecms to be re- chufetts-Bay, ia oppoiition to the fb- 



quired of us, a loyalty to Parliament; 
a loyalty, that is to extend, it is faid, 
to a furrender of all our properties^ 
whenever a Houie of Commons, in 
which there is not a iingle member of 
our chafing^ fhall think £t to grant 
them away without our confent ; and 
to a patient fuffering the lofs of our 
privileges as Englilhmen, if we can- 
sot fubmLt to make fuch furrender* 
tVe were feparated too far from Bri- 
tain by the ocean, but we were united 
to it by refpedk and k)ve, fo that we 
tould at any time freely have ipent 
our lives and little fortunes in its 
caufe : but this unhappy new fyilem 
of politics tends to <Mblve thofe 
Bands of union, and to {cwtr us for 
ever. 

Thefe arc the wild ravings of the 
at prefent half diilrafted Americans. 
To be fure, no reafonable man in^ 
England can approve of fuch ienti- 
mentSy and^ as I faid before, I do 
not pretend to fupport or j uftify them : 
but I fincerely wifh, for the fake of 
tbe mannfadtures and commerce of 
Great Britab, and for the feke of 
the flrengith which a firm union with 
pur lowing, cdonies would give us, 
that thefe' people had never been 
thus needlei«ly driven out of their 
ienfes. F. S. 



^Jbt Report of the Lords Committees, ap- 
pointed by the Hou/e of Lords to en- 
quire into the federal proceedings in • 
the Colony of Maffachufetts-Bay, in 
oppojition to the^ Sovereignty of his 
Majefty, in his Parliament of Great 
Britain t over that Province i and 
tdfo what hath pajfed in this Houfe. 
relative thereto , from the fir ft day of 
January 9 1764. 
Die Mer€urii» 20 Aprilis, 17^4- 
The Earl of Buckinghamihire re- 
ported from the Lords Committees ap- 
pointed to enquire into* the feveral 
proceedings in. the Colony of MaiTa- 



v.ereignty of his Majefty, in his Par- 
liament of Great Britain, over that 
Province, and alfo what hath pafled 
in this Houfe relative thereto, from 
the firft day Of January, 1764, a:s 
follows : 

That, va ob^iencci to your Lord-' 
fhips commands, the committee have 
met, and taken into confideration the 
matters to them referred ^ and having 
attentively read, and cotiiidered^ the 
feveral papers which have been laid 
before the Houfe^ relative to the pro- 
ceedings in the colony of Maffachu^ 
fetts-Bay, in oppofition to the Sove- 
reignty of his Maje%, in his ParJki- 
ment of Great Britain, over that pro- 
vince ; and halving al^ carefully in?* 
A)e6Ud the Journals of the Hou(e, 
from the firft day of January, 1764, 
to the prefent time ; thejr find, that, 
on the fecond day of April, 1764, a 
bill was brought up ^-om the Com* 
mons to your Lordfliips, iotitled, 
' An adt for grantin^r certain duties 
' in the Britiih colonies and planta- 
' tions in America, for coutinuing, 

* and aiQOiding, and making perpe-r 

* tual, an a& pa/Ted in the ilxth year 
' of the reign of his late Majefly 

* King Geotge the Second, (intituled, 
' an ad for the better fecuring and 
' encouraging the trade of his Majef- 
' ty's fugar colonies in America ; for 

* applying the produce of fuch du- 

* ties, and of the duties to arife by 

* virtue of the faid a6l, towards de- 

* fraying the expences.of defending, 

* prot^ding, and fecuring, the faid 
'colonies and plantations;, for ex- 

* plaining an a£t made in the twea* 

* ty-fifth year of the reign of King 

* Charles the Second, intituled, aa 
' a6l for the encouragement of the 
' Greenland'and Eailland trades, and 
' for the better fecunng the Planta- 

* don trade ;). and for altering and 
' difallowing (everal draw- backs oa 

* exports from thisi kingdom^ and 

s^ * more 
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* more eiFeftually preventing the clan- 
' dcftine conveyance of goods to and 

* frdm the faid colonies and planta- 

* tions, and improving arid (ecuring 
' the trade between the fame and 

* Great Britain.' 

That this Bill paffed the Houfe 
on the fourth of April, and received 
the royal aifent. on the following 
<fay. 

* The committee having perufed the 
report of the Board of Trade, of the . 
eleventh day of iDecember, 1764, 
and the papers laid before his Majefty , 
therewith ; find, in^ the faid papers, 
the ftrongeft aflcrtions, by the aflcm- 
bly of the Maffachufetts-Bay, of 
their fole right to pafs laws, particu- 
larly of taxation, and of their refo- 
lution to, invite the other colonies to 
combine with them in meafures to 
prevent the King, in his Parliament, 
from paffing any fuch laws ; for in- 

. Ifance, in a letter to Mr. Mauduit, 
then agent of the province, which 
was drawn up by a committee of the 
Houfe of Reptefentatives, and after- 
wards approved by the Houfe, they 
life the following expreffioris : • The 
*'filence of the province fhould have 
**been imputed to any caufe, even to 

* defpair, rather than be conftrued 

* into a tacit ceflion of their rights, 

* or an acknowledgement of a right 

* in the Parliament of Great Britain, 
*'to impofe duties and taxes upqn a 

* people who are not reprefented la 

* the Houfe of Commons/ And, in 
the fame letter, they avowed and au- 
thenticated the doctrines advanced in 
ar certain pamphlet, intituled. The 
Rights of the Britilh Colonies affcrted 
and proveid, written by James Otis, 
Efq i which pamphlet, amongft other 
things, fays, 'That the impofition 
of taxes, whether on trade, or on 
land, on houfes or fhips, on l-eal or 
perfonal, fixed or floating, property, 
in. the colonies, is abfolutely irrecon- 
cileable with the rights of the colo- 
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nifts, as Britifh fubjedls^ and at 
men.' 

The committee find, that on the" 
twenty-eighth day of February 1765, a 
Bill was brought from the Commons,' 
intituled, * An aft for granting »&(! 

* applying ftamp duties, and other . 
' duties, m the Britifh Coldfties and 
' plantations in America, toward* 

* further defraying the expcnce» of 

* defending, pro testing, and fecuring 
, * the fame; and for amending fuch 

* parts of the feveral adts of Parlia- 
. * ment relating to the trade and re* 

' venues of the faid colonies and plan- 
' tations, , as diredl the manner of de- 

* termining and recovering the pc- 

* nalties and forfeitures therein mcn- 

* tioned.' 
That the faid Bill fcccived the 

royal afTent on the 2 2d of the fame 
month. 

That, on the 17th day of Decem- 
ber, his Majefty declared, in his moft 
gracious ipeech from the tlirone, 
that the matters of importance which 
had lately occured in fome of his co- 
lonies in America were the principal ' 
caufe of his Majefty's aflembling his 
Parliament fooner than was uiual in 
times of peace. 

It appears to the committee, from 
the votes of the Houfe of Reprefen*- 
tatives of the colony of Maffachufetts- 
Bay, of the 6th of June 1765, tha^ 
they came to a refolution, that it was ' 
highly expedient there fhould be a 
meeting as foon as might be of com- 
mittees from the Houfes of Repre* 
fentatives, or Burgeffes, in the feve- 
ral colonies on the American conti- " 
nent, to confult on their then pi*e- 
fent circumftances, and the difficul- 
ties to which they were reduced by 
the operation of the late a£ls of Parlia- 
ment, for levying duties on the colo- 
nies 5 and to coniider of a general 
addrefs to his Majefty and the Par- 
liament, to implore reliefs and that 
letters fhould be forthwith prepa?ed 
Hii aft4 
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' afid ttihfmitted to the rcfpeaive 
Sypcakers of the feveral afTemblies, to 
invite them to accede to tlus propo- 
fitibn ; arid further, that, on the 8th 
of Jijne, they did aduailyelea three 
fftrfons.to be their committees, and 
alfo voted 450/. to bear their cx- 
pcnces. . 

. Vour committee find, in a letto- 
from the Governor to the Lords Com- 
aiiflioners for Trade and Plantations, 
dated Auguft ijth, 1765, an account 
of a violent riot at Bofton, in refift- 
anccto alaw pafled by the legrfla- 
tore (\£ Great Britain, in which an 
attack was made upon Mr. Oliver, 
diftrlbntor of ftamps, and carried tb 
the length of pulling down and dc- 
llroying his houfes, manifefting a re- 
fpi^tion, if thev could have found 
• him, of putting nim to death. Upon 
which occafion the backwardnefs and 
indifpoiition of the council, to fup- 
pprt the peace and good order of go- 
vernment, were very apparent. Alfb, 
in another letter from the Governor, 
dated Auguft 31ft, 1765, to the faid 
Board of Trade, they find that the 
mob attacked the houfe of Mr. Storey, 
Regifter of the Admiralty, which 
t^ey demolifhed j .they alfo took all 
his books and papers, amongft which 
were the records of the Court of Ad- 
iniralty> and burnt them, and fearch- 
ed abdut for him, with an intent to 
murder him ; they alfo pillaged" the 
houfe of Mr. Hollowell, comptroller 
of the cuftoms, but their mod violent 
proceeding was againft the Lieutenant 
Governor, whofe houfe, plate, books, 
arid manufcripts, to a very great va- 
lue, they totally dellroyed. And, in 
this great extremity, the council be- 
ing, as the governor obferves, depen- 
dent upon the people, refu fed even 
to concur with him in his propofition 
of giving notice to General Gage of 
the then fituation of the town of 
Bofton. 
. It,i5 arc'markablc that this cgmmo- 



tion entirely arofe out of the town 
of Bofton ; for though it was given 
out, that many people out of the. 
country were concerned ih this aflfair, 
upon enquiry, it was found that fuch 
perfons living out of Bolton, as W^re 
feen In the crowds were there merely 
as fpeftators. 

In Governor Bernard*s letter to the 
Board of Trade, Odober the twelfdi, 
1765, he fays' ' That the real autho- 

* rity of the government is at an end j 

* fbme of the principal ringleaders, in 

* the late riots, walk the ftreets with 

* impunity ; no officers dare attack 
•^ them, no Attorney General profc- 
' cute them, iio witnefs appear a- 

* gainft them, and no judges fit upon 
' them.* 

And during, this genera! diforder, 
the Governor thought it neceflary for 
fbme companies of the militia to be 
muftered, with the unanimous advice 
of the council, but that the militia 
refufed to obey his orders. 
^ And we find,. that fo little atten- 
tion, was paid to an ad of the Britifli 
legiflature, by the Council and Hou(e 
of Reprefentatives, that they refolved 
in a joint committee, on the twenty- 
fifth of Odober 1765, that it ihould 
and might be lawful to do bufine(s 
without ftamps, notwithftanding the 
a£l of Parliament to the contrary. 

Oh the fourteenth day of Januiiry, 
1766, upon the meeting of the Par- , 
liament, after the recefs of Chrift- 
mas, his Majefty was pleafed to de- 
clare himfelf in a mofl gracious fpeech 
from the throne, in the following 
terms : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
' When I met you laft, I acquainted 
' you, that matters of importance had 

* happened in America, which would 

* demand the moft feri<ius attention 
' of Parliament, 

*" That no information which could 

* fcrve to diredl your deliberations in 

* fo interefting a concern might be *' 

• wanting^ 
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* wanting, I have ordered all the pa- 

* pers that giv^ any light ioto the ori* 

* gin, the progrefs, or the tendency, 

* of the difiurbances^ which h^ve of 
^ late prevailed in fome of the nor- 
' theru colonies, to be immediately 

* laid before youi 

* No time has been loft, on the firft 
' advice of thefe didurbances, to iifut 
' orders to the governors of my pro- 
' vinces, and to ihc commanders of 
' my forces, in America, for the ex- 

* ertion of all the powers of govern- 
' ment, in the fuppredion of riots and 
'tumults, and in the effectual fup- 

* port of lawful authority, 

* Whatever remains to be dofie •n 

* this occafion, I commit jo your wif- 
f dom ; not doubting but your zeal for 

* the honour of my crown, youratten- 
' don to the juil rights and authority 

* of the Britifti legiilature, and your 
' alFedion and concern for the welfare 

* and profperity of all my people, 
■ will guide you to fuch found and 
' prudent refolutions, as may tend at 

* once to preferve thofe conflitutional 
9 rights over the colonies, and toreHore 
f to them that harmony and tranqui* 

* lity which have lately been inter- 
' rupted by riots and diforders of the 

* the mod dangerous nature.' 

In the dutiful ^drefs which was 
voted the fame day, the Houfe aiTure 
}iis Majefty of their hearty concur* 
rence with his Majefty's moft falutary 
intentions $ that they would exert 
their utmoft endeavours to ailert and 
fupport his IVf syelly's dignity an^d ho* 
pour, ^nd the legiflative authority of 
this ^gilom, over its colonies ; and 
that they would take into their con- 
iideratipn the moil proper methods to 
provide for the reftorsttion of the tran- 
q4iillity of thoie coloni.e:$, which bad 
^een difturbed by fuch yi(>knt an4 
^ngerous commotions, . 

Upon the fame day, aJl the paperf 
f elating to the informations and ad- 
yi^es receive^ fro^n Amei-i^, of thp 
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ripci an4 tumults thert , weit lai4 be* 
fore the Houfe. 

More papers relating to AmmNi 
were l^ld before the Houfe, whlth« 
together with the other papers, were 
Referred to 4 committee of the whote 
{loufe, for Tuefday the 28th. 

^ More papers were laid before tlui 
Houfe the 27th of January, and r9f 
ferred to the faid pommittee. 

The committee met, and, after kr 
yeral adjournments, on the loth of 
February following, the Chatrmao 
reported fever^l refolutions, whick 
were agreed to by the Hou&, ai 
follows : 

I' Refolved, That the King's Ma* 
jefly, by and with the advice and 
con fen t of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons of Great- 
Britain, in Parlianient ailembled, had* 
hath, and of right ought ta have^ 
fnll .power and authonty to make^ 
laws and ftatutes, of fuifident force 
and validity to bind the colonies and 
people of America, fubjefts of the 
crown of Qre^it-Britain, in all cafet 
whatlbever. 

II. Refolved, That it appears to 
this -committee, t)iat tumults and iaw 
furre^ons, of the moft dangerous 
nature, have been raiied and carried 
on in feveral of the North American 
colonies, in open defiance of the powej 
and dignity of his Majefty's govern-* 
ment, and in manifeU violation of the 
laws and legiflative authority of thi^ 
kingdom. 

JII. Refolved, That it appears to 
this committee, that the faid tumults 
and infurredUoDs have been encour* 
aged and enfiamed, ijy fundry votes 
and refolutions, pa&ed in ieveiral of 
the a^mblies of the faid provinces, 
derogatory to the honour of his Ma- 
j^fty's government, and deftru^ve of 
the legal and conftitutional dependen* 
cy ef the faid colonies on the im^ 
perial crown and parli^unent of Great 
!^ritaii?,. . , . . :• * 

Hhi .IV. 
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* IV. RdfoWed, Thatit is the opinion 
of this committee, that an humble 
.addref&be po-efented to his Majefty, to 
diefire that his Majefty would be gra- 
cioufly pleafed to give inilrudions to 
the governors of the feveral provinces, 
where the above-mentioned tumults 
and infurrefiionshave happened. That 
they (houkl, in his Maje&y's name re- 
quire of the afletnblies of the faid pro- 
vinces, to make proper recompence to 
thofe who have fuffered in their perfons 
or properties, in confequence of the 
aforefaid tumults and infurreftioDs ; 
and to aflure his Majefty, That this 
Houfe will, upon this, and all ot- 
caiions, fupport the lawful authority 
of his crown, and the rights of Par- 
liament. 

V. Refohred, That it is the opinion 
of this committee. That all his Ma- 
jefty's fiibjefts refiding in the faid co- 
lonies, who have manifefted their de- 
fire to comply with, or to aflift in, . 
tarrying into execution the ad for 
laying a duty oh Stamps, or any other 
a^ of parliament in tne Britifh colo- 
nies, m North America, have adled 
as dutiful and loyal fubje£ls, and are 
therefore intitled to, and will affured- 
Iv have, the favour and proteftion of 
tnis Houfe. 

. Ordered, That an humble addrefs 
be prefented to his Majefty, purfuant 
to the fourth refolution. 

On the 5 th of March, a bill was 
brought from the Commons, intitu- 
led, ' An aft for the better- fecuring 

* the dependency of his Majefty 's do- 

* m'mions in America upon the crown 
*• and parliament- of Great-Britain.' 

. Which biU received the royal aiTent 
on the I Sth of the fame months 
. And alfo a bill, intituled, * An ad 
^ to repeal an ad^ made in the laft 
\ fefiion of parliament, intituled. An 

* ad for granting; and applying cer- 
< tain ftamp duties and other duties 
fin th& Britifh colonies and planta- 

* tions in America, towards further 
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* defraying the expences, of defend- 

* ing, proteding, and ^curin^ the 
^ fame \ and for amending fuch parts 

* of the .feveral ads of parliament, re- 

* lating to the trade and revenues of 

* the faid colonies and plantations, as 

* dired the manner of determining 

* and recovering the penalties and for- 

* feitures therein mentioned.' 

Which bill received the royal aifent 
on the I Sth of March. 

* WJiilft the bill for repealing the 
Stamp Ad was under deliberation, 
petitions from the merchants of the 
city of Briftol, from the merchants of 
Glafgow, from Edward Montague, 
agent for the colony of Virginia, and 
from the merchants of the city' of 
London, in favour of the faid repeal, 
were received and read. 

On the 2d of June, a bill was 
brought from the Commons, intituled, 
' An ad for indemnifying perfons 

* who have incurred certdn penalties 
f infiided by an ad of the laft feflion 
' of parliament, for granting certain 

* ftamp duties in the Britifh colonies 
' and plantations in •America ; and 

* for making valid all inftruments ex- 
' ecuted or inrolled there on unftamp- 

* ed paper, vellum, or parchment.* 

Which bill received the royal aiTent 
the 6th of the fame month. 

It appears by a letter fi^om Gover- 
nor Bernard to the Earl of Shelburnc, 
dated December the 24th, 1766, that 
the Governor, by advice of the coon-, 
cil, ordered the mutiny ad and three 
other ads, to be printed by the printer 
of the laws. In the interval of the 
adjournment of affembly, two com- 
panies of artillery being driven on 
ihore by diftrefs of weather, and the 
faid ad of parliament having been 
confultedi the council adWfed the go- 
vernor to order the commiflary to 
fupply theni with what they demand- 
ed under the ad ; whicii was done. 
Upon the meeting of the ailembly. a 
mei&ge was fent to the -council^ and 

carried 
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carried by five members, to eif^uire, 

* Bjr what authority afts of parliament 

* were regillered amongft th6 laws of 

* that province ; and whether they 
' knew of any aft (meaning of aflem- 

* bly) requiring the regiftering of or- 
' dinances^ (their term for afts of par- 

* liament,) which their legiflature 
f never confented' to,* 

The committee find. That, on the 
13th of March, 1767, the Lord Wy- 
combe, by his Majefty's comniand, 
laid ^ before the Houfe copies of let- 
ters, &c. from his Majefty*s governors 
in America, which were ordered to 
lie on tjie table. 

That, on the third of April, more 
copies of letters from his Majefty's 
governors in America were laid be- 
fore the Moufe, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

That, on the 14th of May, it was 
ordered, that ah humble addrefs 
ihould be prefented to his Majefty, 
That he would be gracioufly pleafed 
to give direftions that there might be 
laid before this Houfe copies of all 
reports made to.or by the commiffion- 
crs of trade and plantations, together 
with all orders and proceedings made, 
pr had, by the fecretaries of ftate, or 
his Majefty's privy council, relatitig 
to the bill pafTed by the governor, 
council, and affembly of the Mafla- 
chufetts-Bay, /or granting compen- 
fation to the fufFerers, and of free and 
general pardon, indemnity, and ob- 
livion, to the offenders, in tBe late 
times, from the time of the receipt of 
the faid bill. 

That, on the 18th day of May, 
purfuant to the faid addrefs, the 
Lord Wycombe laid before the Houfe 
a copy of the report of the com- 
xnittee of council, &c. which' papers 
vvere ordered to lie on the table* 

That, on the fame day, it was or- 
dered, that an humble addrefs fhould 
\>6 prefented to his Majelly, That be 
yrould be gracioufly pleafed- to give 
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dir'e£lions that there might be laid 
before this Houfe copies of fuch pre- 
ce/ients as had been, or might be 
found, of o^-ders in council, declaring 
afts of affembly in America to be 
null, illegal. or voidj together wttK 
reports of the feveral attormes and 
folicitors general, or either of them^ 
in fimilar cafes, read at the co^ndl 
board the 9th inftaftt. 

That, on the 2 2d of May, th« 
Lord Wycombe, by his Majefty 'j 
command, laid before the Houie, cp. 
pies of fuch precedents as had been 
found of orders in council, declaring 
ads of afTemblies in America to be 
null, illegal, and void; together with 
reports of the ievcral attornies and fo« 
iicitors general, or either of tliem, in 
fimilar cafes. 

Which papers were ordered to lie 
on the table ; ^nd, from a perufa! of 
them, we iSiid, that feve.al ads of 
different colonies have been, froia 
time to time, declared, by his Ma- 
jefty .in council, to be null, illegal^ 
and void. 

That, on the 15 th of June, a bill 
was brought up from the Commons, 
intituled, * An ad to enable his Ma- 
jefty to put the cuftoms and other 
duties, in the* Britifh dominions in 
America, and 'the execution of the 
laws relating to trade there, under 
the mahagjBment of commiflioners to 
be appointed for that purpoie, and to 
be refident in the faid dominions.^ v 

Which bill'received the royal afient 
on the 29th of the fame month, 

Thiat, on the 18th of June, a. bill 
was brought' up from the commons, 
' intituled, '* An ad for granting cer- ' 
tain duties in the Britifh colonies and 
plantations in Anierica ; for allowing 
a drawback of the duties of cuftom*" 
upon the exportation^ from this king- 
dom, of coffee and cocoa nuts, of the 
produce of the faid colonies, or plan- 
tations ; for diicontinuing the di'awi. 
backs payable on Chinu earthen waiv 

exported 
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exported to America; and for mm refpt& for a£t$ of parliameQt^ not 



cfcftually preventing the dandcftinc 
xuiming of goods in the faid colonies 
aad plantation?," 

Which bill received the royal affent 
i» the a9thof June. 

The committee find. That, on the 
ateeting of the aflembly of the pro- 
'vince of MafTachuietts-rBay, on the 
28th of January 1767, a meflage was 
ient to the governor, from the Houfe 
cf Reprcfenutives, defiring to be in- 
ibrmed, whether any provifion had 
been made, at the expence of that 
TOvcmment, for the King's troops, 
Jktely arrived in the harbour of Bof- 
ton ; and that, after having had the 
minutes of council (by which it ex- 
wifely appeared that the provifion for 
the artillery companies at the caftle 
yf$s made in purfuance of the ^heh 
late ad of parliamei^t) laid before 
tiem« they replied, that " In giving 
ijjders, with the advice of the council. 



one of them would have dared ta 
avow it, in that inflance, and at that 
lime. 

The committee find. That, on the 
fecond of March, 1768, a bill was 
brought up from the commons, inti- 
tuled, '* An aft for the more cafy 
and effeftual recovery of the penalties 
and forfeitures inflidled by the a^U of 
parliament relating to trade, 0/ re^ 
venues, of the Britifb colonies and 
plantations in America." 

Which bill received the royal aflent 
on the 8th of the fame month. 

It appears to the committee, that 
by a circular letter from the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives of the colony of MaCr 
fachufetts-Bay, addreiTed to all the 
afiemblies upon the continent of North 
America, ** They defired the affent 
of tbofe air<2fnblies to their fentiment* 
and proceedings, acquainting them, 
that they had reprefented to his Ma- 



fcr making provifion for the artillery Jefty, that the a&s of parliament of 
companiei at the caflle^ the governor Great Britain, impofing duties upon 



had aif^edini an effential point againit 
tikO plain intention of the charter, by 
which alone, and that only, according 
to fuch ads as are or may be in force, 
within this province, the governor and 
council were authoriied to iffue*money 
out of the treafury :" adding, " that it 
was {till more ffrievous to them to find 



that province,, witn the . fole and ex- 
prefs purpofe of raifing a revenue, 
are infringements of their natural 
conftitutional rights, anddeiired them 
to point out any thing further that 
might be neceflary to carry their fyf- 
tem inr9 execution.'' 
In this year, ,the ailembly, at the 



the governor Sating, as the fonnda* ele&ion of ^council, left out all the 



fionl)f the proceeding, a late aft of 
parliament, which to them, appeared 
as^reat a grievance as the ftamp a6l, 
which look aw^y the unalienable right 
ff freedom from alj taxation, but fuch 
ts they ihooid voluntarily confcnt to, 
iind grant," 

Governor Bernard was obliged, in 
lis rejoinder, J4th and iSthFebru- 
iary I7^t carefully to avoid giving 
the iict of parliament^as the founda* 
iion of the p|ovi^on made ; he would 
oiberwile not have had the concur* 
lence of the coancij ; for tho* the 



crown ofiicers, which meafure had 
been before adopted in tbe years 1766, 
and 1767. 

I^ the beginning of May, 1768, 
fubfcriptions were made, and affoci* 
^tions entered into, §qt the non-im- 
portation of goods from Great Bri* 
tain; but tUi lafl meafure was, at 
that time, defeated by the merchants 
in the other coloniies refuiin^ to conn 
cur in it, 

Qsx the 9th day of May, 1768, re-. 
gular feizure was made by the coK 
ie^r and comptroller of the cuHoms 



Ij^t^ |4n# 1^ l^eli^eve^^Md a d^e of ;h9 Hoop tiber^, belongina. to 
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Mf . Hancoek of the town of Bofton, 
which occaiioaed a fiioft violent tu- 
mult; the collector and comptrol- 
ler, with the fon of the coUeftor, 
were attached by a. numerous and 
outrageous mob, who beat and abu- 
fed them in a nioll cruel manner; 
and in the night attacked their houfe^ 
broke the windows, feiz^d oa a boat 
belonging to the colleftof, which 
they carried away in triumph, and 
afterwards burnt: the coramiflioners 
of th? cuftoros e)[pedling the fame 
treatment, the riot ftill Coatbuing, 
thought It prudent to retreat foi- fafe- 
ty tin midnight,- i^ith their families, 
to the houfes of fome pcrfofts ili the 
neighbourhood, and afrerwards, upoii 
convi^lion that their lives were in 
danger, took refuge on, board his 
Majefty's fliip the Romney, then in 
the harbour of Bofton ; and, for their 
further fecurity, from thence into 
Caftlc William. During the time of 
this their perilous fituation, they ap- 
plied, feveral times by letter to the 
governor and council, for protedioli, 
but could procure no afSflance what- 
foever, and yere finally told, in a 
letter from Governor Bernard, dated 
the i^th of June, That, after feveral 
hours deliberation of the neceflity of 
taking fome meafures to prefervc the 
peace of the town, and what thofe 
meafures fhould be, the council had 
come to a refoljution, That, as th^ere 
appeared to be no immediate danger 
of further violences, they were of 
opinion, that it would be beft to^ refer 
this matter to the confideration of a 
committee of both Houfes, and that 
therefore the governor at ^ prefent 
could not let them know what kind 
of aid and protedion they might ex- 
pert to receive, 'fhe confequence of 
which was, that they received no pro- 
teflion whatfoever. The diforder and 
confuiioii remained in this ftate un- 
noticed tin the 22d of July, when the 
governor moved the council to take 
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into confideration (bme mea/ures iar 
reftoring vigour and firmnefs to go- 
vernment, but. On the 29th of July, 
the council made a reply to what had 
been propofed to them by the gover- 
nor, in which they ftatc, *' That che 
diforders, which happened, were oc- 
caiioiied by the violent and unprece- 
dented manner, in which the (loop Li- 
berty had been feizcd by the omcers 
of the cuftoms." 

In confequence of this diforderly 
flate at Boflon, two regiments havit^ * 
been fent thither from Halifax, in 
order to fupport the execution of the 
civil powfer, and pr^ferve the peace 
of the town, driSt orders were given 
and repeated to the troops not to 
quarrel with the townfmen, by whom, 
they complained, they had been fre- 
quently ill-treated, and infuked. 

On Monday the J th of March 176^, ' 
at nine at night, the alarm bells wbre 
rang as in cafes of fire, the fire faid 
to be in King-ftreei, and the people 
thereby led thither ; where finding the 
alarm falle, they joined a multitude, 
who had been braving two Companies 
at the gates of their barrack, atid 
threatened with death the centinc!, 
who was polled at the Cuftom-hotLfe^ 
where the King's treafure was lodged ; 
the centinei, being furrounded, was 
forced to retreat, and Call £or aid, 
which brought Captain Prefton, cap- 
tain of the day, with a party, fi-om 
the main guard, to extricate him : ' 
that officer ui'ed his utmoil endeavours 
to prevent mifchief, notwithftanding 
which, the rioters by blows, and every 
ad of aggravation, drew upon them- 
felves^he fire of feveral of che foldier^i, 
by which lome perfons wctt-e anfbrtri- 
nately killed ; and, upon the gover- 
nor's offering to obtain the command- 
ing oflicer's confent to remove one of 
the regiments to the caftle, and to 
ftation the other, fo as no opportunity 
of difputes with the townfmen fhould 
remain ; the council infifled, that both 
regiments 



Digitized 'by 



Google 



44a P K I a R p 

icgimeixts Ihould go, ^ving for a rea- 
fcu, tliat the people would moft cer- 
tainly drive out the troops, and that 
the inhabitants of other towns would 
join with Boilon in it; and feveral 
of them declared, that they did not 
judge from the general temper of the 
people only, but they knew it to be 
the determination, not of a mob, out 
of the generality of the principal in- 
habitants ; in confequence of which, 
both regiments were accordingly re- 
moved^ 

In the petition prefented to the go- 
"fcrnor by feveral people of coniidera- 
tipn,^ in purfuance of the refolution of 
a town meeting held at. that time, 
tkey difavow the legiflative authority 
of this country, and a/Tert that it 
would be better for them to flruggle 
againft it, than tamely to relinquifh 
their rights. 

* And the aflembly abfolutely re- 
fuTed, by a great majority, to refcind 
their former order of fending circular 
letters to the other colonies, though 
tiiey had received a pofitive requi- 
fltion from the crown to that pur« 

An aflbciation was en leered into 
the beginning of Au^uft, when moft 
of the merchants of Boilon entered 
into, and fubfcribed an agreement, 
that they would not fend for, or im- 
port, any kind of goods or merchan- 
dife, from Great Britain, fome few 
articles of neceffity excepted, from 
the EtR. of January 1769, to the 
firft of January 1770; and that they 
.would not import any tea, paper, 
glafs, or painters colours, until the 
a6t impofing duties on thofe articles 
ihould be repealed. 

It was alfo voted, in a town meet- 
ing of the freeholders and other in- 
habitants of Bofton, September 12, 
that the levying money within that 
province, for the ufe and fervice of 
the crown, in other manner than the 
fame is granted by the great and ge- 
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neral court of ailembly of the prb^ 
vince, was in violation of the faid 
royal charter, and the fame was alfo 
in violation of the undoubted natural 
rights of fubjefts, declared in the 
aforefaid adl of Parliament, (mean- 
ing the a6l of fucceflion) freely to 
give and grant their own money for 
the fervice of the crown, with their 
own confent, in perfon, or by re- 
prefentatives of their own free elec- 
tion. 

They alfo voted, that as the Go- 
vernor did not think proper to Call d 
general court, for the redreft of their 
(fuppofed) grievances, the town ihould 
then make choice of a fuitable num- 
ber ofperfons to aft for them, as a 
committee in convention, with fuch 
as might be fent to join them horn 
the feveral towns in that province, 
in order that fuch roeafures^ might be 
confulted and adviied, as his Ma- 
jelly's fervice, and the peace and 
fafety of his fubjeds in the province, 
might require. 

They alfo voted, that there was, 
at that time, a prevailing apprehen- 
iion in th^ minds of many of an ap- 
proaching war with France, in order 
that the inhabitants of that towa 
might be prepared in cafe of fudden 
danger, that thofe of the faid inha- 
bitants who might, at that time, be 
unprovided, ihould be, and thereby 
were, requefted duly to obferve at 
that time the law of the province, 
whereby it is required, that every 
liiled foldier, and other houfeholder, 
(except troopers, who by law are 
otherwife to be provided) Ihall be al- 
ways provided with a well-fixed 6re- 
lock, muiket, accoutrement, and am- 
munition, as in the faid law is par- 
ticularly mentioned, to the fatisfac- 
tion of the commiffion officers of the 
company. 

They 'alfo voted, that a letter 
ihould be written to the feveral towns 
in the province^ as follows. 
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* Yott are;fliready too-well ac^[«ai&t^ 
edwith the mdandioly, and very 
alicrming^ oircamftances^ to which 
.this province, aa well as Ajaerica 
in g^neral^ ia now reduced;- taxes^ 
equally deft^imcntal to the cosximts^ 
cial interell of the parent country 
and hei* colonies, are impofed on 
the people without their confent; 
taxes, defigned for the fupport of 
the divil government in the colonies, 
in a maniker clearly uncoftftitutional> 
and contrary to that, in which, 'till 
of late, government has beienpfup* 
ported hy the free gift of the pebj^e 
in. thef American Allemblies o# Par* 
liamentSi as alfo for the mainte^ 
nance of a large Handing army, not 
for the defence of the newly acquir- 
ed territories, but for the old eoio* 
nies^ and' in time of peaces The 
decent* humble, and truly loyal ap* 
plications and petitions fiom the 
reprefentatives of this province, for 
the redrefs of thcfe heavy and very 
threatening grievances, have hi- 
therto been ineffedlual ; being afliir* 
ed, from authentic inteUigenite, that 
t^cy have not yet reached the royal 
ear ; the only efFe& of tranfmitting 
applications, hitherto perceivable, 
has been a mandate, from one :of 
his Miajefly^s Secretaries of State to 
the governor of this province, to 
diflbm the general alTembly, mere- 
ly becaufe the late Houfe of Repre- 
fentatives refnfed to refcihd a retolu* 
tion of a former Houfe, which im- 
plied nothing more than a right in 
the American fttbjedis to unite in 
humble and dutiful petitions to their 
gracious Sovereign, when they found 
themfelves aggrieved : this is a 
right naturally inherent in tver^ 
man, and exprefsly recdgnieed at 
the glorious revolution as the birth- 
right of an Engliihman. 

* This difiblution* you are fenfible, 
has taken place; the governor has 



a4t 

publicly and repeatedly declared 
that he cannot call another affem* 
bly ; and the Secretary of State for 
the Anjerican department, in oah 
of his letters communicated to the 
Houfe, has been pleaied to fa/, 

* that proper care will be takeii fat • 

* the fupport of the dignity of go^ 

* vernment;** the meaning of which 
is too plain to be mifunderftobd. 

* The o^cern and perplexity inta 
which thefe things have thfown thi 
people^ave been greatly aggravated 
by a late declaration of lus Excel- 
lency Governor Bernard, that one 
or more regiments may be expected 
in this province. 

* The defign of thefe troops is, irt 
every one's appreheniion, nothing 
fhort of enforcing, by military 
power, the execution of a As of Pkr- 
liament, in the forming of which 
the colonies have not, and can not 
have, any conflitutional influenced 
This is one of the greateft diflreffes ' 
to which a free peopie can be re- 
duced.' 

* The town, which we have thi 
honour to ferve, have taken thefS 
things, at their late meeting, into 
their moft ferious confideration ; 
and, as there is in the minds of liia« 
ny a prevailing apt)rehenfion of art 
approaching War with France, they 
have pafled the feveral votes which 
we- tranfiiiit to you, defiring thac 
diey may be immediately laid befortt 
the town, whofe prudentials are in 
your care, at a legal meedng, for 
their -candid and particular act^n- 
tion. 

* Deprived of the councils of a ge- 
neral afTembly in this dark and dtf» 
ficult feafbn, the loyal people of this, 
province will, we are perfuaded, 
immediately perceive the propriety 
and utility of the propofed com- 
mittee of convention, and the found 
arid wholefome advice that may b* 
expeded from a number of gentle-^ 

1 i' • men. 
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* men, chofen by themfelvcs, and in 
' whom they may repofe the grcateft 
'confidence, muft tend to die real 

* fervice of our moft gracioas Sovc- 
' reign, and the welfere of his fub- 

* jcdb in this province, and may hap- 

* pily prevcat any fudden and uncon- 

* netted meafures, which, in their 

* prefent anxiety, and even agony of 
' mind, they may be in danger of fal- 

* ling into. 

' And it is of importance that the 
' convention fhould meet as foon a^ 
' may be ; fo early a day as the 

* twenty-fecond of this inftant Sep- 
' tember, has been propofed for that 

* pnrpofe ; — and it is hoped the re- 
« moteft towns will, by that time, or 
'as foon after as conveniently may 
« be, return their refpettive com- 

* mittees. 

' Not doubting but you are equally 
' concerned with us and our fellow 

* citizens, for the prefervation of bur 
' invaluable rights, and for the gene- 

* ral happinels of Our country, and 
^that you are difpofed, with equal 
« ardour, to exert yourfelves, in every 
f conftitutional way, for fo glorious a 

* purpofe.' 

The committee obferve, that ' it 
does not appear to them that any 
fieps were taken to fupprefs thefe 
meafures, or that they w^re noticed 
of, by the council, or any of the 
civil magidrates. 

The committee think it neceffary 
here to infert the following cxtradts. 

The firft extraft is from his Ma- 
jefly's moft gracious Speech from the 
throne, on the eighth day of Novem- 
ber, 1768. 

* * At the clofe of the laft Pirliameiit, 
I exprelTed my fatisfattion at the ap- 
pearances which then induced me 
to believe, that fuch of my fubjetts 
as had been mifled in fome parts of 
my dominions, were returning to a 
juft fenfe of their duty ; but it is with 
eq^ual concern^ that I have fmce fecn 



that ipirit of fadion, which I 'had 
hoped was well-nigh extingulihed^ 
breaking out afrefh in fome of my co- 
lonies in North America, and inon^ 
of them proceeding even to atts of 
violence, and of reMance to the -ex- 
ecution of the law ; the capital towil 
of which colony appears, by late ad- 
vices, to be in a nate of difobedience 
to all law and government, and has 
proceeded to meafures fubverfive of 
the conftitution, and attended with 
drcumHances thiat manifeft a diipoii- 
tion to throw off their dependence on 
Great Britain. On my part, I have ' 
purfued tvtty meafure that appeared 
to be necelTary for fupporting the 
conilittttion, and inducing a due obe- 
dience to the authority of the legiila- 
ture ; you may rely upon my Heady 
perfeverance in thefe purpofcs, and I 
doubt not but that, with your con- 
currence and fupport, I ihall be able 
to defeat the mifchievous defigns of 
thofe turbulent and feditious perfons, 
who, under falfe pretences, have but 
too fuccefsfully deluded numbers of 
my fubjedis in America, and whofe 
practices, if fuffered to prevail, can- 
not fail to produce the moil fatal con- 
fequences to my colonies immediately, 
and, in the end, to all the dominions 
of my crown." 

The fecond extradt is from your 
Lordfhip's dutiful addrefs to his Ma- 
jefty, on his faid moll gracious Speech. 

<* We feel the moft fincere con- 
cern, that any of our fellow fubjefts 
in North America fhould be mifled 
byladtious and defigning men, into 
adls of violence, and of reiiftance to 
the execution of the law ; attended 
with circumftances' that manifeft a 
difpofition to throw off their depen- 
dence upon Great Britain. At the 
fame time, that we ihall be always 
ready to contribute to the relief of 
any real grievance of your Majefty's 
American fubje&s, we moft unfeign- 
edly gave your- Majefty the ftrongeft 
affarances^ 
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aiTaranceSy that we fliall ever zealoufly 
concur in fupport of fach jufl and ne- 
ceiTary meafures> as may beA enable 
your Majefly to reprefs that daring 
Ipirit of difobedience, and to enforce 
a due fubmiifion to the laws ; always 
confidering, that it is one of our mofl 
cflcntial duties to maintain inviolate 
the fupreme authority of the' legifla-* 
lure of Great Britain over every part 
of the dominions of your Majefty's 
^rown." 

The third extradi is from his Ma- 
jeily's moft gracious anfwer to your 
Lordihip's addrefs. 

" Your zealous conqarrcnce in every 
meafure, that can bring relief to my 
people, is well known to me ; nor do 
I doubt of the attention that you will 
always give to any real grievances of 
my American fubjefts. The ftrong 
afTarances I receive from you, at the 
fame time of your determination to 
vindicate the jufl legiflative authority 
of Parlian^nt, over all the dominions 
of. my crown, deferve my warmefl 
approbation." 

The committee find> that, on the 
fifteenth of November, the' Lord 
liarwich acquainted the Houfe, that 
he had received his Majefty's com- 
mands to lay before the Houfe papers 
relating to the late diflurbances in 
America; and that the fame would 
be laid before the Houfe in a few 
days. 

That accordingly, on the twenty- 
eighth of November, the Lord Har* 
wich laid before the Houfe, copies of 
all letters, &c. relating to the late 
proceedings of the colony of the Maf- 
lachufetts-Bay, together with a lift 
thereof, which was read by the clerk. 

That on the fifteenth of December, 
the Houfe came to the fqllowing re- 
folutions : 

I. Refolved, by the Lords Spiritual 
^nd Temporal, in Parliament affemv 
bled, that the vptes, refolutions, and 
proceedings, of the Houfe of R^pre- 
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fentatives of MaiIach)ifetts>Bay, in 
the month of January and February 
laft, refpcding feveral late ads of 
Parliament, fo far as the faid votes, 
refolutions, and proceedings , do im<- 
port a denial of, or to draw into queA 
tion, the power and authority of his 
Majefly, by and with the advice and 
confent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in Parlia- 
ment aiiembled, to make laws and 
ftattttes of fuiHcient force and validity, 
to bind the colonies and people of 
America, fubjeds to the Crown of 
Great Britain, in all cafes whatib- 
ever, are illegal, unconftitutionaU 
and derogatory of the rights of the 
Crown and Parliament of Great Bri«^ 
tain. 

IX, Refolved, , by tlie Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal, ii^ Parliament 
aflembled, that the refolution of the 
faid Houfe of Reprefentatives of the 
province of Maifachufetts-Bay, in 
January laft, to write letters to the 
feveral Houfes of Reprefentatives of 
the Britiib colonies in the continent^ 
deiiring them to join with the faid 
Houfe of Reprefentatives of the pro- 
vince of Maffachufetts-Bay, in ^ti- 
tions, which do deny or draw into 
queflion the right of Parliament to 
impofe duties and taxes upon his Ma* 
jefly's fubjeds in America ; and, in 
purfuance of the faid refolution, the 
writing fuch letters, in which certain 
late a& of Parliament, impofing du* 
ties and taxes, are flated to be in- 
fringements of the rights of his Ma- 
jefty's fubjefts of the faid province, 
are proceedings of a moll unwar- 
rantable and dangerous nature, cal- 
culated to inflame the minds of his 
Majcfty's fubjeds in the other colo- 
nies, tending to create unlawful com- 
binations repugnant to the laws of 
Great Britain, and f^bverfive of the 
confUtution. 

III. Refolved, by the Lords Sphi- 
tual and Texoporal, in Parliament aC- 
11 z fembled^ 
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that the cept, by the fele^men of the town of 
Bofton, to each of the Taid towns and 
diftri^, for the ele^on of fuch de- 
puties^ were proceedings fchveriive 
of his Majefty's government, and 
evidently manifefling a defign, in the 
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fcmUed, that it appears^ 

town <rf Bofton, in the province of 

Maffachufetts-Bay, has, for fome time 

paft, been in a ftate of great (jiiforder 

and confufion ; and that the peace of 

the faid town has, at feveral times, ^ „ . „ . 

been difturbed by riots and tumults of inhabitants of the faid town of Bofton 

a dangerous nature, in which the — ^-- —^ ..-•^^-ii:*.-*:^«^ 



cifieers of his Majefty's revenue there 
have been obftrpdcd by afts of vio- 
lence, in the execution of the laV5» 
and their lives endangered. 

IV, Refolved, by the Lords Spirit 
tual and Temporal, in Parliament af- 



to fet up a new and uriconftitutional 
authority, independent of the crown 
of Great Britain. 

VIII. Refolved, by the Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal, in Parliapientaf-, 
fembled, that the eleftions, by feve- 
ral towns and diilri£ls in the province 



fembled, that it appears, tl>at neither of Maffachufetts-Bay, of deputies to 



the council of the faid province of 
Maffacliufetts-Bay, nor the ordinary 
, civil Magiftrates, did exert their au- 
thority for' fuppreffing the faid riots 
and tumults. 

V. Refolved, by the Lords Spiri- 
tual and Temporal, in Parliament af- 
femWed, that, in thefc circumftances 
of the province of, the Maffachufetts- 
Bay, and of the town of Bofton, die 
prefervation of the pubbc peace, and 
the due execution of the laws, be- 
came imprafticable, without the aid 
of a military force to fupport and 
proteft the civil Magiftrates, aad the 
officers of his Majefty's revenue. 

VL Refolved, by the Lords S|Hri- 
tual and Temporal, in Parliament af- 
fembled, that the declarations, refo- 
lutions, and proceedings, ip the town 
meeting at Bofton, on the fourteenth 
of June, and twelfth of September; 
were illegal and unconftitutional> and 
calculated to excite fedition and ini 
f^jxreftions in his Majefty's province 
of Maffachufetts-Bay* 

VII. Refolved, by the Lords Spiri- 
tual and Temporal^ in Parliament af- 
femhled^ that the appointment at the 
town meeting, on the twelfth of Sep- 
tember, of a convention to be held 
in the town of Bofton, on the twen- 
ty- fecond of that month, to confift of 
deputies from the feyeral towns and 
diftni6is in the province of the Maffa- 
chufetts Bay, and the iffniog a pre- 



iit in the fame convention, and th6 
meeting of fuch convention in confe- 
quence thereof, were daring iqfults 
offered to his Majefty's authority, 
and audacious ufurpations of th6 
powers of government. 

It was then ordered, that an hum- 
ble addreft be prefepted to his Ma- 
jefty, to return his Majcfty thanlfs 
for the communication which he has 
been gracioufly pleafed tcT make to 
his Parliament, of feveral papers re- 
lative to publi^ tranfadions in -hi? 
Maje%'s province of Maffachufetts- 
Bay. ^ 

To express our £neere fatis&dUoi| 
in the meafures which his Majefty 
has purfued for fupporting the con- 
ftitution, an4 inducing a due obe- 
dience to the aiithdfity of ih^ legif- 
lature. 

To give his Majefty the ilronge^ 
affuraiices, that we will ^ftedually 
ftand by and fupport his Majefty in 
fuch further meafures, as may be 
found neceffary to maintain the civil 
Magiftrates, in a due execution of 
the laws, within his Majeftv's pro- 
vince of Maft^chufetts-Bay. 

And as we conceive, that nothing 
can be more immediately neceffary, 
either for the inaintenance oC iu« 
Majefty's authority in the faid pro- 
vince, or for the guarding his Ma 
jefty's fubjefts therein from being 
farther del^dtd by the arts of wicked 

and 
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*nddefignini, ^ -,«- , 

in the inoft fpeaedy and effiBaual man- 
acr, for bringing to t3Dndi|nbuniih- 
ment the chirfaathomandm£gatO¥!i 
of the late diforders, 'to befeech his 
Majefty, that be will be gracioufly 
pleafW toiiirea hb Majefty's gover- 
nor of Mafiachufetts-Bay, to take 
the moft effeaual methods for pro^ 
coring jhc ^oHeft information that 
can be obtained touching all treafoiis, 
or mifprifion of treafon, committed 
jwithih his government ftace the thir- 
tieth of Decemjjer laft, and to tranf- 
mit the fame, together with the 
names of the pcrfons who were moft 
a^ive in riie commifl«)n of fnch of- 
'fences, to one of his Majcfty's prin- 
cipal Sed-etaries of State, in order 
that his Majefty may iffue a fpedal 
commifion for enquirkg of, hearing 
and deierminine the feid offences, 
within this xealm, purfaant to the 
provifions of the ilatnte of the thirty- 
fifth year of the reign of King 
Henry the Eighth, if his Majefty 
ihall, upon receiving the fwd infor- 
mation, fee fuffident ground for fttch 
a proceeding. 

And a melTage was fent to the 
Houfe of Commons, to carry down 
the faid rcfolutions and addrefs, and 
defire th«r concurrence thereto. 

On the twentieth of Jafauary, 
1769, the Lord Harwich, (by his 
Majefty's command) laid before the 
Houfe more copies of letters relatingr 
to America, which were ordered to 
lie on the table. 

On the oth of February, the refo- 
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than^to proceed, phancellor reported his Majefty'a 
aitiwer tg the f^d addrefs, as fol* 



t9 the ipid, addreis, as 
lows: 

My Lmrds^ dni Geniimen, 
f* Tht £ncere fatbfa6tion yon ex- 
prefs in the meafores which Ihave at- 
veady taken; and the ilrong aifurancet 
you give of fupporting me p thofe 
whi<^ may be necedary to maintaiii 
the juft legiflative authority, and the 
due execution -of the laws in my pro- 
vince of MaiTacfaufetts-Bay, give me 
great pleafure. 

'' I fhall not fail to give thpife or- 
ders which yoi^ recommend, as the 
moft effedusJ method of brin|ing the 
author^ of the late unhappy dtfprders 
in that province to condign punifli^ 
ment." 

Which addreis and anfwer>yere or- 
dered to be printed. » 

It doth not appear to the commit- 
tee, that the cenfure of the proceed- 
ings in the province of MalTachufetts- 
P'ay, and of the condu6^ of the coun-^ 
cil and odier civil magiftrates, ex- 
prefTed by both Houfes of Parliament 
in their refolutions, and their appro- 
bation of the meafure of fending , 
troops thither, to fupport and pro- 
te6t the magi(lrates, and the officers 
of the revalue, produced the good ef- 
ft&i that might reafonably have been 
hoped for; a difpofition to deny the 
authority, and reiifl the laws, of the 
fupreme legiflature, continued ftill to 
prevail, not only in flagitious publi- 
cations in the daily news-papers, but 
alfo in a variety of violent and un- 
warrantable refolutipns and proceed- 



for non-imjx)rtation of goods from 
Great-Britain. 



lutions and addrefs, fent to the Com- ings of thofe merchants and others, 

^ons on the 15 th of December laft, who had fubfcribed to the agreements 

for their concurrence, were returned, 

agreed to, with feme amendments, 

which were read and agreed to, and 

notice thereof fent to the Commons ; 

and the faid addrefs was ordered to 

l)0 prefcnted to his Majefty by both 

Houics- ' 

^ On the 14th of Febraary, the Lprd 



Meetings of theaflbciators were rc- 
prefented to have been held in as re- 
gular a manner as any other meeting 
authorifed by the conllitution. Com- 
mittees were appointed to examine the 
cargoes of ail veflels" arriving from 

Great- 



Digitized by 



Google 



2jfi 



PRIOR DOCUMENTS; 



Great-Britain, and regular vot^s and 
rcfolutions of cenfure were paffed in 
thofe meetings, upon all fuch as re- 
fufed to concur in thofe unlawful af- 
Ibciations ; their names were publi^ed 
in the public news papers, a4 enemies 
to their country ; and the mandates 
and decrees of thofe committees met 
with a refped: and obedience denied 
to the conHitutional authority of go* 
vcrnment^ 

In fome cafes goods imported from 
Gre^t-Britain, were locked up in 
warehoufes, under the care of thefe 
committees, in order to prevent their 
being fold ; andt in one or two in- 
ftance^, they were re-fliipped to Great 
Britain. 

Qn the 31ft of May, 1769, the ge- 
neral co^rt met a: the court-houfe at 
Buifon, purfuant to his Majelly's 
writ$, and the firft ftep the aiTembly 
took, before they proceeded on any 
other bu£inefs, was to fend a meflage 
to the governor, aflerting, that the 
Itaving ihips in the harbour, and 
troops in the town of Bofton, was 
inconfiftcnt with their dignity and 
freedom ; and therefore, that they 
kad aright'toexpeft, that he would 

tive orders for the removal of thq 
)rces by fea and land from that 
Sort, and from the gates of the city. 
uring the feifion of the affembly ; 
and, at the fame tim«, the Houfe 
came to feveral refolutions to the 
fame eifeft, as the declarations con 
tained in their meffage to the gover- 
nor. 

The governor having, in reply to 
thjcnr meflage, acquainted them, that 
lie had no authority over his Majef-r 
ty's fhips in that port, or his trpops 
in that to^yn, nor could give any or- 
ders for the removal of them, they 
then proceeded to the election of 
CQUnfellors, in which election, not on- 
ly the lieutenant-governor, and other 
officers of government wcrq exclijded, 
bat alfo feveral other gentlemen, who 



had been of the former council,, and 
w^o (the governor repi-efents) fhewed 
a difpoiition to fupport the King's 
government, to acknowledge the au- 
thority of parliament, and to preferve 
the people from a democratical def- 
potifm, and were otherwife difHn* 
guiihed by their integrity and ability. 

On the 13 th of June, the aflembly 
fept an anfwer to the governor's mefr 
fage of the 31ft of May, in which he 
had told them he had no authority 
over the King's fhips, or troops. 

In this anfwer they afiert, "that, 
'* By the principles of the confHta- 
* tion, the governor of that colony has 
the abfolute military, command ; that 
the fending a military force thefe, to 
enforce the execution of the laws, is 
inconiiftent with the nature of govern- 
jnent, and the ipirit of a free con- 
ftitution ; that the unwillingneis of a 
people in general that a law ihoold bQ 
executed^ was ftrong prefumption ^of 
its being an unjuA law; that it could 
not be tl^eir law, as the people muft 
confent to laws before they can bQ 
obliged, in confcience, to obey them." 

It appears, by a vote of the af- 
fembly, on the 8th of July, that they 
have declared, that all trials for trea- 
fon, mifprifion of treafon, or for any 
felony, or crime whatever, committed 
or done in that colony, ought, of 
right, to be had and conduced with* 
in the courts of the colony; and that 
the feizing any perfon or perfbns, re-^ 
fiding in that colony, fufpeded of any 
crime whatfoever committed therein, 
and fending fuch perfon or perfon$ 
to places beyond the fea to be tried, 
is highly derogatory of the rights of 
Britilh fubjefts, as thereby the inef- 
jtimaWe privilege of being tried by 
a jury from vicinage^ as well as the 
liberty of fummoning and producing 
witneffes on fuch trial, will be takei^ 
away froni the party accufed. 

Qn the $th of April 1770* ^ bill 
^was brought up from tlK Hoofe of 

Com^ 
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Commons to your Lordihips, intitu- 
led, " An aft to repeal fo much of 
an Si6i, made in the feventh year of his 
prefent Majefty's reign, intituled, 
*' An adt for granting certain duties 
in the Britiih colonies and plantations^ 
in America, for allowing a drawback 
of the duties of cuflonis, upon the 
exportation from this kingdom, of 
cofiee and cocoa nuts, of the produce 
of the faid colonies or plantations ; 
fbr difcontinuing the drawback* pay- 
able on china terthen ware, exported 
to America, and* for more effedlually 
preventing the clandeftine running of 
goods in the faid colonies and plan- 
tations ;" as relates to the duties upon 
glais, red lead, white lead, painters 
colours, paper, paHeboards, mill- 
boards, and fcaleboards, of the pro- 
duce or manufafture of Great Bri- 
tain, imported into any of his Ma- 
jeiky's colonies in America ; and al fb 
to the difcontinuing the drawbacks 
payable on china earthen ware ex- 
ported to America, and for regulating 
the exportation thereof.'* 

Which bill received the royal aflent 
on the 1 2th of April. 

' On the 30th of April it was order- 
ed. That an humble addrefs fhould 
be prefented to his Majefty, that he 
would be gracioufly pleafed to give 
direftions, that there be laid before 
this Houfe copies of all narratives of 
any difputes or diilurbances which 
have happened between his Majefty's 
troops, ftationed in North America, 
and the inhabitants of any of hii Ma- 
jefty's colonies there, fince the 24th 
day of June laft, received by the 
commiffioners of his Majefty's trea- 
fury, any of his Majelly*s fecre- 
tarics of ftate, or any other public 
offices, together with copies of all, 
orders^ and inftrudtions fent to the 
governors, lieutenant-governors, de- 
puty governors, prefidents pf the 
council of any of his Majefty's colo- 
nics ia North America, or to the 
commander in chief of hit Majefty's 
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forces, or any officer, civil or mintaj*y, 
within the fame, relative to fuch dif- 
putes or difturbances. 

And that on the 4th of May, th© 
Lord Harwich, by his Majefty's com- 
mand> laid before the Houfe feveral 
papers relative to the late difturbance« 
in America, purfuant to an addrefs to 
his Majefty fbr that purpofe, on the 
30th of April laft, together with a lift 
thereof, which were ordered to lie on 
the table. 

The committee find. That on the 
7 th of May, the Lord Harwich laid 
before the Houfe, by his Majefty*s 
command, a narrative of the late 
tranfaffions at Bofton, and the caft 
of Captain Thomas Prefton, of the 
29th regiment of foot, which had been 
tranfnaitted to his Lordftiip from the 
War-office ; and the fame were order- 
ed to lie on the table. 

On the 14th of May, it was order- 
ed. That an humble addrefs Qiould 
be prefented to his Majefty, that he 
would be gracioufly pleafed to give 
diredlions that there be laid befpr^ 
this Houfe copies of the Earl of HiJlf- 
borough's letter of the 13th of May 
1769, to the governors of the feverdf 
colonies of North America, together 
with the fpeeches of the governors re- 
ferring to the faid letter, and the 
anfwv^rs of the aflemblies to the fam^, 
fo far as they have been received. 

And, on the i5th, the Lord Har- 
wich laid before the Houfe, by his 
Maiefty's command, copies of the Earl 
of Hilllborough's letter of the i3tk 
of May 1769, to the governors of 
the feveral colonieis of North Ameri« 
ca, together with the fpeeches of the 
governors referring to the faid letter ; 
and the anfwers of the aflemblies to 
the fame, fo far as they have been" 
received, together with a lift thereof, 
which were ordered to lie on the ta- 
ble ; and the fame, with the other 
America papers prefented in this feC- 
flon, were alfo ordered to be taken 

into 
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into confiderati6n on Friday nixt^ and lawfully be (bid: that 



the Lords fummoned 

The committee find, by lieutenant 
governor Hutchinfon's letter, of the 
«7tlf of March 1770, that when the 
troops were in the town, the comlnif- 
Itoners of the cufloms were feniible 
they coald have no dependence upon 
them ; for if any riot had happened, 
no civil magiftrate, that he knew, 
would have employed' them in fup- 
prcffing U 5 thofe who from a princi-* 



It is a high 
crime to fell any from England : that 
Mr. Hancock offered to fend one or 
inore of his Ihips batk, and to lole 
the freight : that fevc'ral of the im- 
porters pleaded, that they fliould 
be utterly ruined 5 but that the Bof- 
ton zealots had no bowels ; and gave 
for anfwcr, that if a fhip was tp 
bring in the plague, nobody wouldC 
doubt what was necefTary to be done' 
with her; but the prefent cafe ii 



pie would have been difpofed to it, much worie than that. In the fame 
iefa£ng, and giving this reafon, that letter, the Lieutenant-Governor ob 



they muft immediately after have, left 
the country ; and that juit the fame 
principles prevailed with refped to 
the troops which were faid to be un- 
conflituti6nal, although eftablifhed by 
anaft of parlianient, it being alledged 
that it was an a£t which did not bind 
colonics. 

Lieotenant-Govemot Hutchinfon, 
in his letter to the Earl of Hillfbo-, 
rough, April the twenty- feventh, 
1770,. complains, *' That he has nc- 
Ter been able to.obtain the advice or 
conienjt of the council, to any pro^ 
pofa! made for the difcountenancing 
the ufurpation of the powers of go- 
Ternroent by the town of Boilon; 
that he had ufed the negative powers 
given him by charter, in exclading 
Mr. Hancock from being ^^ Spicaker 
fro tempore, &nd Mr. Cuming from 
the office of commiifary general, to 
which offices they had been eledted ; " 
but adds, 'f That thb was doing but 
little, as he could not remove any of 
thofe who • were actually in office* 
fome of whom were more inflam- 
matory than any out of office. '* He 
further fays, *• That they were then 
attempting to compel all the impor- 
ters of what they call the contraband 
goods, to iend them back, and that 
£e was not fure they would not fuc- 
ceed : that all goods which they have 
npt. enumerated, are called contra- 
band*. That tea irom Holland may 



ferves, that the Bofton principles ob^ 
tain more and more in the remote 
parts of the province, and the repre- 
fentativt?s of feven-eighths of the' 
town appear, in the prcfeht ^^ffion^, 
to be favourers of the nonimportation 
meafures: that their internal dif^ 
trcfiTes may, in a courfe of years, 
force them to defift; but that? the* 
diftrefs at prefent, and it may be for 
fome time to come, lies principally 
upon the friends to government, who 
run the lifk of importing goods, and 
then are compelled by the ruling 

Sowers to. keep them unfold, or. to 
lip them back: that he made an 
attempt that day to prevail upoii a 
merchant of the firft eftate and cha- 
racter* to induce him to promote an 
ailbciation, but to no purpofe; and 
that he gave him for aniwer, that 
until Parliament made provision for 
the panilhinent of the confederacies, 
all would be inefFeCtual, and the af- 
fociates would be expofed to popular 
rage. " He obferved further, " That 
the laft year, when the King's 
Speech, and the addrefTes of the 
Lords, and of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, firft came to them, the heads 
of the oppofition were ftruck with 
terror, and the feditious news-paper 
writers laid aiide their pens for five 
or fix weeks ; but as foon as the ap- 
prehenfion of vigorous meafures ceai^ 
cd, their fears were over^ and they^ 

became 
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tt^ckme more afluming and tyranni 
t^I than before; and ^Ithougli the 
terror was not fo great the pre(ent 
yeal-, yet it was vifible ; bat now 
that thiy " expeft nothing wiM be 
"done, they are recovering their fpi- 
ritSj knowing there is no power 
Within the government to rcftrain 
them. 

The refiftaiice to .the cuftom-houfe 
officers flill continped to minifeft it- 
felf upon every occafion ; in confc- 
^ucnce of which^ on the eighteenth 
of May 1770, a tidefman ot the cuf- 
toms^ who had feized a fotiall coaft- 
ing veflel, belonging t6 Connedtitut, 
and a feW cafks of fuear, for Breadi 
of the afls of trade, in the evening. 
Was feized, dripped^ and carted a- 
bout the town, for three- ot four 
hours, befmeared with tar, and then 
covered with feathers, and followed 
by agrcfat oumbct of diforderly^ peo- 
ple. 

Thfe committee ib jabi findj ih 
ypur Lordfhips journals of the years 
1771 -and 1772, any material pro^ 
ceeqittgs ^relative to the matters tb 
thefp feferred; 

Though, in the year ijf^i, thingi 
remained tolerably quiet in the pro- 
vince of Mafikchafetts-Bay, yet the 
difpofition to difavow the authority 
of Parliament OQcafionally broke out 
in the Houfe of AfTembly and town 
meetings ; accerdingly, in an anfwer 
from the Houfe of Reprefeiftativesj 
to a^meffage from the U over nor, on 
the fifth ot July 1771, they fay, that 
" They Hnow of no conimiffioners of 
his Majefty's cuftoros, nor of any re- 
venue hi^ Majefty has a right to efta- 
bliih .in North America; that they 
know and feel a tribute levied and 
Extorted from thofe who, if they have 
property, have a right to the abfolute 
difpofal of it." 

At the fame time the difpofition 
to import goods, in defianee of the 
laws of revent^e »nd (rjid€> and $0 
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• fupport fuch iniquitous pra£Uces by 
ihTiilts and ooen violences U|x>n the 
officers, whofe duty it is to carry the 
faid lav^ into execution, hrokt out 
upon many pccaiions ; and, as ufuiU, 
the ma^ii!rate$ declined giving theiif 
affiftance and fispport, though applied 
to for that put-pofe, which appeals 
in the cafe of Arthur Savage, comp- 
troller of his Majefly's cuftoms at F^l^ 
mouth, who was forcibly taken out 
of his houfe in the ni^ht, by j^veral 
perfbns ^i^uiied, and armed wil^ 
piilols, and other dangerous wea- 
pons, who put him in the utmoll 
danger of his life, and not only «!&. 
lig^d him to divulge tlie name of* 
the perfon who had lodged an inform 
motion, but ^Ifo to fwear the truth 
of his information; declaring at the, 
fame time, that if he dtfcovered .who 
they were, they would taktf hi* life ; 
and that^ upon his application to the 
juftices, who werfe then fitting, thefy 
declined the e;caihination of the cvi* 
dence he brought to prove the fa^i 

Things remauned much In the famiS 
ftate in the yeaf 17^2; the continued 
ill temper of the people at Bolbon^ 
was mannifefted by their inftnidiiohg 
to their Reprefentatives^ 

Upon the newt of his Majefty'f 
granting falaries to the jttftices of the 
luperior cotirt, the nioft inflammatory 
pieces were publifhed in the news* 
papers, and the fele£tmen of Boftotk 
ordered a nleeting to coMder of mea-* 
fures upon that occafion, which meet- 
ing voted an addrefs to the Gofver- 
nor, in which they fay, "That the 
freeholders and other inhabitants of 
the tpWn of Bofton, legally aflcm 
bled in Faneuil Hall, beg leave to ac- 
quaint his Excellency,' that a report 
has prevailed, which they have rea- 
fon to apprehend is well grounded ; 
that ftipfends are affixed to the* offices 
of the'judgesof the fupefior court of 
judicature, ice. of this province, 
whereby they are become indepen- 
£ k ; dent* 
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dent of the grants of the general .charter, have been appointed to (u^ 
aflembly for their fupport ; contra- perlntend the revenues, whereas the 



xy to the ancient and invariable 
tifagc." 

" That this report has fprcad an 
alarm among all coniiderate perfons 
who have heard of it, in town and 
country, being viewed as tending 
rapidly to compleat the fyilem of 
their llavery, which originated in 
the Houfe of Commons of" Great 
Britain, afluming a power and au- 
thority to give and grant the monies 
of the colonifts without tlxeir cbnfent, 
and againft their repeated remon- 
flrances. And as the judges hold 
their places during pleafure, this ef- 
tablifhment appears bi^ with fatal 
evils, fo obvious that it is needleis to 
trefpafs on your Excellency's time, 
in mentioning them. " ^ 

The town meeting afterwards ap- 
pointed a committee of correspon- 
dence, to write circular Jetters to all 
the towns in the province, to induce 
them to unite in meafures upon that 
occalion, which committee met the 
fecond of November, 1772, iind . 
made a report, containing feveral re- 
folutions, contradiftory to the fu- 
premaor of the Britifh legiilature: 
andi after fetting forth, that all men 
have a right to. remain in a ilate of 
nature- as long as they pleafe, they 
proceed to draw a report upon tjie 
natural rights of the coloniitsas men, 
chriftians and fubje^s, and from a 
lift of infringements and violations of 
their rights ; one of the firft of which 
contains an aflertion, that the Bri- 
tifh Parliament have aiTumed the 
powers of legiflation for the colonies, 
in all cafes whatfogvcr, without ob- 
.taining the confent.of the inhabi- 
tants, which is ever eflentijly nf cef- 
fary to the rightful eilablifhment of 
fuch a legiilature. 

They alfe coniider it as an infringe- 
ment of their rights, that a number 
fiff new officers, unknown to the 



great and general court, or aiTembly 
of that province, had the fale right 
of appointing all dvil officers, the 
ele£iion and conftitution of whom is, 
in the faid charter, exprefsly except- 
ed, among whoni thefe' officers are 
not included. 

They likewife complain of it as a 
grievance, that his Majefly has been 
pleated to apply 1500/. fleriing an- 
nually, out of the American revenue, 
for the fupport of the government of 
this province, independent of the at 
fembly^ and that die judges of thfe 
Superior court, as alfo the King's 
Attorney and Solicitor General, are 
to receive their fupport from what 
they call this grievous tribute, which 
they fay will, if accomplifhedj, com- 
pleat their flavery. 

Six hundred copies of this report 
were circulated in the towns of the 
province, with a pathetic letter ad- 
drefTed to the inhabitants, who are 
called upon not to doze any longer^ 
or fit fupinely iii indifference^ wbilfl 
the iron hand of oppreffion is daily 
tearing the choiceft fruits from the 
fair tree of liberty. 

On the fixth of May, a mdlTage 
was brought from the lloufe of Conl- 
moiis to your Lordfhips, with a Bill, 
intituled, " An ad to allow a draw- 
back of the duties of cuftoms, on the 
exportation of tea, to any of his Ma- 
jefty's colonies or plantations in A- 
merica, to increafe the depofit on 
bohea tea, (o be fold at the Eaft 
India Company's fale's, and to im- 
power the commiffioners' of the trea- 
fury, to grant licences to the Eaft 
India Company to export tea, duty- 
free, " which Bill received the Royal 
Affent on the tenth of May. 

It appears to the committee, in ikt 
anfwer of the -council to the Gover- 
nor's Speech, at the opening of th^ 
feffiqn, that they declare they are of 



Digitized by VjOOQ I 



PR I o R i> e 

jtpinion, 'tkait the Parliament' can-, 
not confti^utionally levy taxes, in 
any fonn, on his Maje%'s fubjedis in 
that province. 

And the PJoufe of Reprefentatives, 
upon the fame occaiion^ declare, that 
if there had been, in any late in- 
Aancesy a fubiniilion to a^s of Par- 
liament, it has been, in their opi- 
nion, rather from inconfideration, cr 
a reladtance at the idea of contending, 
with the parent f^ate, than from a , 
convidion or acknowledgement of 
tiie fuprenie legiflative authority of 
Parliament. 

The committee of correipondenpe 
appear to have ufed their utmoft en- 
deavours to work pp the minds oif 
the people, not only of their own^ 
but alfo of the fpu^ern governments, 
to prevefit the importation of teas 
from the £a^ India Conipany; and 
accordingly^ on the third of Novemr 
b.er, 1773, a mob^ pf about fi\^ 
hundred perfons committed feveral 
outrageous afts of violence, againft 
the peripns to whom it v^fu fufpeded 
the tea in queftion would be con- 
figned, iijiiljing that (hey ihould en- 
gage and promife not to receive or 
i^U it ; that if they did^ they would 
be ^ voted enen^ies to their country^ 
and mull; exped to be ti^eated as fucH 
hereafter. They then forced open 
the doors of the ware-houfes of Mr, 
Clark,' and tore them oS the hinges, 
and entered with great violence, at- 
tempting to forcf di^ir way up to the 
compting7hqufe, bpt were driven back 
by the perfons who were in it. 

A committee then of the (recr 
holders, and other inhal)itants, at- 
tended Meffieurs Thoznpibi^ and £lj- 
fha Hutchinfpn, fuppoiecl to be two 
of the configi^ees, and requefled them 
tp reiign their appointment ;' and up- 
on their refufm^, voted their aniwer 
unfatisfadtory. Governor Hutchinion 
did every thine in his power, without 
the council, tor the prefervation of 
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the peace and go6d order of the town* 
and thought, that if he had had the 
aid the council might have given, 
his endeavours would have been more 
effedlual. 

On the 17th of November, 1773:, 
a large number of people befet the 
houfe of Mr. Hutchinion, bat not 
finding him at home, proceeded to 
Mr. Ularke'gf another of the con- 
iignees, where they committed great 
diforders, broke the glaSes and frames 
of the windows, and did coniidera- 
ble damage. After this riot, the 
Governor immediately fuinmo^ed a 
council, and laid before them the ne- 
ceflity of fome meafures being taken, 
but the council declined advifing or 
directing any meafjires for landing 
the tea, fuggefling that they then 
would, of courfe, advife to a mea- 
fure for procuring the payment of the 
duty, and therefore be advifing to a 
meafure ihconfiilent with the declared 
f(^ntipent of both Houfes, in the lad 
winter feflioQ of the general court, 
which they apprehend to be alto- 
gether inexpedient and improper. 

After the arrival of a fhip. loaded 
wj^ tea, a meeting ef the people of 
Boflon, and the neighbouring towns, 
vvas held on the 25th of November, 
a^d continued, by adjournment, till 
npxt day, when a motion was made 
and agreed to, nem. con. that the tea 
fhould not only be fent back, but that 
np duty fhould t>e paid thereon. 

It was alfo voted, »«»♦ cott. that 
Mr. Rotch, Qwner of the veffel, and 
9aptain Hall, the mailer of the fhip, 
at their peril, fhould not fuffer any 
qf the tea to be landed. Jt was alfo 
voted. That Governor Hutchinfon> 
cpndudl, in requefting the JofKces of 
peace to meet to fupprefs air riots 
and unlawful affemblies, carried a de- 
figned refledliori upon the people there 
met, and wars folcly calculated to ferve 
the views of adminiftration. They 
afterwards voted, that the tea brought 
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By Ciptatn Hall ftoold be f^urn^ 
by Mr. Rotch to Engltnd, i^ th€ 
ikriie bottom in wh&h it camte; It 
Was alfo voted; hem. con. That fix ^r- 
fons (hould be appointed to ffvi doe 
notice' tb the towns* in thfe coohtry ; 
when they iTipuld be required fo to do 
upon any important occaiion. 

They alfo refolved. That if any 
perfon or perfons fhould^ hereafter, 
import any tea from Great Britain, 
. plb if any jn after br.maftets of any 
• veffels in Great Britain fhould ti\^ 
t^e fame on board, to be importi^d 
' to that place, undl the feid unrighte- 
ous adl Ihould be repealed, he or they 
ihould be deemed, by that body, an 
enemy to his country ; and that they 
v^ould prevent the landing and fale 
of the fame, and the payiticat 6! any 
'^duty thereon; and that they would 
efieiEt the return thereof to the place 
from whence it came. 

They alfo refolved, JHat thefc 
their votes be printed and lent to 
England, and ,all the fea ports in the 
province. Jpefdre they feparated, they 
voted, that their brethreti !n the 
country iliould be defired to give their 
affiftancc;, upon the' <kft notice that 
ihould be ^ven, 
; After tKe dilToluHoii t)f this aCem* 
Uy of the people, what h called the 
cpmmi^tee bfcorrefpondence' called in 
committees of other towhs, or othei* 
perfons to join 'with them ; Jkept up 
a. military watcK and ^uard every 
night, tp prevent the landing any 
tcis ; "and appeared to b^ the ex-ecu^ 
tioiijer? of the refolves, and Orders, 
paffed' at 'tlie' aforefaid aflembly. - 

The Configftees having retited to 
the caftle, the owner of the frrft (hip 
that arrived was the principal perfoii 
appli'ed to ; and hd was tent for re- 
peatedly by thefe committees, awd 
V(as frequently required to fend back 
the (hip with the teas. He pleaded, 
that Wcould riot obtain* d fclearance 
at the cuiloih houfe, iior a jpafi for 
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thecAffle; MnA tlat If k^ (ho&ld f)^ 
able to g^t the (hip out of ^t bar- 
bohr, both fiiip and ciirgo wotd^ ht 
forfeited in every part of tfitf King'i 
dominions. This was t^t thought 
fitisfatory, and the neirt naorning, 
another affenhrbly of the j^^^le met, 
and chofe a moderator. At this 
meeting it was determined thi^t Mf . 
Rotch, the owner of the fhip, (hbtf?^ 
demain)^ U the culfom-hbufe, a clear- 
ance of the teas for Englarid, which 
was doni the 15 th, when the col- 
leftoJ- and cpmpttoHc* iiir^{tA to - 
grant it. 1 

He then was obliged t0" d^mafid a I 
periiiit jfirott the hatal offifcfe td paff ) 
the cafHe; affei»ward^ hfe Was Ifent to j 
the goverilot td apply to hilh f&r th«$ J 
permit, who fodn fatisfied hitfi that 1 
no permit cotjld Be grantcdi tmtil the 
veffel was regularly eieared: Me re- 
tamed to town that evening, afid im- 
ported this anlWertotiie meeting. Im- 
mediately wheftea{:l6n,^ hiimhcrs of the 
peopb cried out, a irioh f a fftah ! left 
thie htjufe, repaired to the wli^fs, 
where thfee of tlje velTels ky a-gronnd, 
havftig oil -board 340 cheits of tea, 
and in two hours tiilie it Was totally 
deftroyed ; a fulficiehttiimiber of peo- 
ple for doing the work were difgui fed, 
and thefe were furrounded by num- 
bers, as well of the inhabitants of Bof- 
ton as of oth^r towns. 

Thje committee obferyes that miny 
perfons of confideritioh in the town 
oF Bofton took the lead iii thepro- 
c(5edings of this hiceting, for wilofe 
names they beg leave to refer your 
Lordfliips to the papers themfelves. 

On ^he 4th t)f Miarch 1774, -the 
Earl of DartihoUth acquainted the 
Houfe, that his Majcfty had given 
dircftions. That the feveral papers 
received from America relataog to 
the diffirrbances there, with regard 
to tlie iiTirpoTtfition of tea, fironld be 
laid belfbre the Houfe, KtiA chat the 
(ame wo}A^ 6e delivered on Mditda^ 
next. The 
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Th^ ttSrl ^IbsttmofXth ^uaMed this H^fe^ fcr Itts Majdfty'^ grad6i« 

ni€fl«ige, and for th« cojftnunkafioji 
Itfs Maj^ hatkf been graaou0y pl««i2. 
ed to diBke to this H<iuk, ot leveral 
papers rdativei to the dreftnt flate o$ 
foih« of ^ Mijefty's colonies in Nor tl| 
ArfiEerka. 

To aflbrt his Majefty that ihk 
Hottfe, truly fenfible diat the peace 
and good^oternmeirt of the colonies, 
awd 1^ preveiiftittg any obftruftions 
tfccrc to the Commerce of this king* 
doitty are objfefts ef their nioft hti" 
otfs afttenticw, ivill enter upon th^ 
ootffid^rafloft of thefe papers with an 
caftrtteft dtefife fo make fach prt)yifion» 
as, upon mature deliberation, fhall 
appear necjfffary and ejcpedient for 
fccuring fite jwfl dependence of the 
faid colonies upon the crown and par« 
liam^nt of Great Britain, and for en- 
forcing a due obedience id the %ws 
of Parliament^ fuUjr confiding as ^ell of this kingdom throughout all hi$ 
in their zeal for the maintenance of Majefty^s ^minions : and the iaid 



Ae Houi^, Thit lie Bad a mefiage 
from his Majefly, undtfr his royal 
iign manual, which his Majefty had 
commanded him to delitrer to Khis 
Hc^fe; arid the fantd was read by 
the Letd Chancellor, irid is as fol- 
lows, viz. 

GEOROE.R. 
*• His Majefly, upon Jnfofmsltipn 
of the unwarraritai)le prafticcs which 
KiKl been lately concerted an^ Carried 
jcm in North Artrtrica, and parfiealar- 
ly of the violent :<nd outrajg^us pro- 
c^e^ngs at the town arid port of Bof- 
ton, in the province of Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay, ivith a view to obflradling 
the commerce of this kingdom, and 
upon grounds and pretences imme- 
diately ibbveriive of the confHtutioA 
iheHtof, hath thought fit to ky th^ 
whote matter before hrs two Honfes 



his Majefty's authority^ as in their 
attachn^ent to the commoK intereft 
and welfare of all his dominions, that 
,they will not only enable his Ma- 
jcfty efffedlually to take fach meafurcs 
as may be moft likely to put an im- 
mediate flop to the prefent diforders, 
jbut «^U alfo take i^to theii* moil: fe- 
rious ionfideration what farther re- 
gulations and permanent provifions 
may be ncccirary to be cftabliflied. 
At better fecuririg the execution of 
the laws, and the juft dependence of 
the cblozdes upon the crown and P^'" 
liament o£ Great Britain." 

The Earl of Dartmouth alfo (by 
his Majefty's cbmmand) kid before 
the Houfe copies of all letters, &c. 
received from North America, relat- 
ing to the difturbances there, with re- 
gard to the importation of tiea, to- 
gether with a lift thereof. 

It Was ordered. That an humble 
addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, 
itO return his Majefty the thanks of 



papers, and his Majefty's moft gra- 
cious fpeech, were likewife ordered to 
be taken into consideration on Thurf- 
day fevehnight ; and the JLords fum- 
moned* 

On the nth cf March, the Earl 
of Dartmouth (by his Majefty'scom- 
mand) laid before the Houfe more 
papers from America, relating to the; 
difturbances there, with regard to the 
importation of tea, together with a 
lift thereof; and the fame was read, 
alnd ordered to.lie on the table, and 
to be taken into confideration on 
Thurfday nejtt. 

On the 26th of March, ^ meflage 
was brought from the Hoiife of Com- 
mons, with a bill, entituled, " An 
a^ to difcontinue, in fuch manner, 
and for fuch time, as are therein men- 
tioned, the landing and difcharging, 
lading, or fliipping, of goods, wares, 
and merchandife, at the town, and 
within the harbour of Bofton, in the 
4)rovincc of Maflachuietts Bay, in 
North America. 

Oa 
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On the 28th of March, a petitioii 
of Mr. Sayer and others, natives of 
America, was pr^fented and read, 
praying, that the faid bill mfty not 
paf^ ifito a law, which was ordered 
to lie on the tattle. Then the Hoiife 
took into coniideration the feveral 
papers, and his Maj^fty's mpft gra- 
cious meiTage ; and the faid bill w^9 
read a fecond time, and committed. 
' On the 30th of March, a petition 
«f William Bolland, fifq; agent fqr 
the coancil of tl>e province oiMaiTa- 
chufetu-Bay, was prefented to tjie 
Houfe and read; be was called in, 
and heard at the Bar ; and being witl^- 
dra\)(n, the faid bill was read a third 
time, and palled jir/zv* diff. and re- 
ceived the Royal aijen't on the foUoi^- 
ipgday. 

. It appears to the comn>ittee, that, 
qn the 25th of January, a great 
i^umber of rioters in the town of 
Bofton, committed a moft inhuman 
ad of violence upon the perfon'of 
John Malcom, a preventive ofEccr 
for the port of Falmouth in Cafco- 
bay, who had lately feized a veiTel in 
that port for want of a regifter : nq . 
complaint of irregularity was made 
againft him ; l?ut it was thought pro- 
per, by the above rioters, to punifh 
him by tarring and feathering him, 
(but without dripping him) and car- 
rying him about in derifion. This 
unfortunate man haying afterwards 
been frequently hooted at in the; 
Ibeets was provoked, on the 25 th, 
by a tradeunan, who, he alledged, 
had fevep] times before affronted 
him, to ftrlke him wi^h his cane, 
in confequence of which a war- 
rant was iiTued againll him \ but the 
conftable not being able tq find him, 
a mob gathered about . his hou(e in 
the evening, and having broke his 
windows, he pulhed thro' the broken 
windows with his fword, and gave a 
flight fcratch to one of the afTailants; 
foon after which tlie mob entered his 
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houfe, lowered him by a tKSpt frpni 
an upper chamber into a cart, tore- 
his cloaths off, tarred his head an4 
body, feathered him, and dragge4 
him tl^rongh the main ftreet into 
King Hreet, froip thence to Liberty ~ 
Tree, and from tjience, to the Neck^ 
as far as the gallows^ where they 
whipped him, beat him witli ili(;ks, 
and threatened to hang him. Hav<^ 
ing kept him under the gallows a- 
bove an hour, they ^arrieq him back 
in the fame m^n^ef to th^ extremity 
of the north epd of the tpwii, and 
returned him to h^s qwp houfe, an4 
fo benumbed by the cokl, havingr 
been paked near four hours, and ^ 
bru^fed, that has life was defpaired 
of. Jt appears tl^at npne but the 
Ipweft ckfs of the people wiere fuf- 
pe£ted of having been concerned in 
it, and that Mr. ^al^pm having £br 
ibme time before been threatened by 
the populace with ^v^nge for his free 
and open declarations ag^inii the late 
proceedings, had bccafionally, indif- 
creetly, given them provocation. " 

The Houfe of Reprefentatives of 
]j^airachufet(s-Bay, on the firfl of 
February, required the Chief Juilice 
Oliver, and the four judges of the 
^uperior Court, to declare, whether 
they would receive the- grants of af- 
f^mbly for their falaries, or accept 
their fuppport from the crown, and 
were anfwered by the four judges 
(they being fearful of making them- 
felves obje^s of popular refentment, 
one of their nuptber having beeq 
previqqijy brought over to that con- 
fejit), that th^y would receive their 
falaries from the province; but by 
the Chief Juflice, that he would 
continue to accept his fupport it%ynk 
the crown : on the i ith of February, 
they remonftrated to the Governor; 
that the faid Chief Juftice Peter Oli- 
ver, having received his falary and 
reward out of the revenue unju£tly 
and unconAitutionally levied and ex« 
' * ' ' tottctf 
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torted from th6 American colonies^ 
and being determined to continue to 
receive it contrary to the known fenfc 
of the body of people of the province, 
had thereby proved himfelf an ene- 
my to its conftitation, placed himfelf 
under an undue bias, and rendered 
himfelf difqualified to hold his office 
any longer. And not having pro- 
cured his removal from the governor, 
in confeqaence of their remonflrance, 
they pafled a vote to adjourri the fu- 
]|)crior court, whicli by law, is to be 
held on the 15th of February, to the 
2f2d of that month, to which the go- 
vernor rfefufed his aflent; and com- 
plains, that he now coniiders himfelf 
ks a£Hng altogether on the defenfive, 
ikvolling his confent where he cannot 
juftify it, deftitute of any aid from 
any part of the legiflatare, or execu- 
tive powers of government, in main- 
taining order when th 6 breach of it is 
caufed, or pretended to be caufed, by 
fuch afts of parliament, or fuch exer- 
cife of his Majefty's authority, as the 
people are taught by their leaders t6 
call grievahc^s. 

jf true ftate of the prbciedings in the 
Parliament of Great -Britain y and 
in the province of the Majfachufetts- 
B&yy relative to the giving and grant- 
ing the money of the people of that 
province, and of all America^ in the 
Houfe of Commons, in vuhich they are 
not reprefented, Dra^wn up by Dr» 
Benjamin Franklin. 
On the 12th of Novenabcr 1761, 
Governor Bernard made the following 
fpcech to both Houfes of Affembly, 
in the province of Maflachufetts-Bay : 
" At the opening of this general 
court I had the pleafure to obferve 
upon the happy and propitious cir- 
cumflances that had attended the com- 
mencement of the prefent reign, and 
J>artioularly the extinction of parties, 
and the general coalition of all par- 
ties ia fupport of his Majeily's govem* 
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ment; and I could not but exprefs my 
carneft defire that the fame patriotic 
fpirit which influenced Great Britain; 
might prevail throughout his Majef** 
ty*s American provinces, and efpc* 
cially ih this moit ancient and moft 
loyal of them. 

** I was well perfuaded, that whik 
I was fpeaking to you on this fubjedl^ 
your Sentiments and mine were the 
fame. I have been fully confirmed in 
this, as well by your own declarations, 
as by yoiir condu6t confequent there- 
to ; and I have now all the afTurance 
that I ihall be afiifled and fupported 
by yoUi 

F. Bernard." 

On the 34th of April 1762, his Ex- 
cellency made the following fpeecfa to 
the two Houfes : 

" The unanimity and difpatch wit4 
which you have complied with the 
requifitidns of his Majefty require my 
particular acknowledgment, and it 
gives me additional pleafure to ob- 
ferve, that you have therein afted un- 
der no other influence than a due fen^ 
of your duty, both as members of a 
gesieral empire, and as the body of a 
particular province. 

" It will always be my defire that 
freedom and independence flioiild pre- 
vail in your councils, and that the 
whole credit of your proce^ings 
therein fhoUld be placed to your own 
account. It will be a fuf^jptent honour 
forme to prefide over a people whoic 
motives to loyalty and pu.blic fpirit 
arife from their own breafls. 

Fra. Bernard." 

Mis Excellency again fpoke as fol- 
lows to the two Houfes of Affembly 
on the 27th of May 1762 : 

** Whatever fhall be the event of 
the war, it muH be no fmall fatisfac- 
tion to us, that this province hath 
contributed . its full ihare to the fup^ 
port of it. Every thing that has 
been required of it hath > been moA^ 
readily complied with ; and the exe^ 

CQtioa 
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Cttuoa of die powers Goiiuxii(ted Xo 
mc» for raifuig the provinciiil droops, 
>%th been as £u apd complete as .the 
„|rrant of them was. Never beifote 
were icgiments foeafily ]rvipd,To,wcIl 
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of the xe^eaive prpviivccs fhall be 
thought by his .Majefly to merit." 

Sioxilar ijefplutioqs folloived yearlr 
every xnellage. An.d thoi^gh th^s 
coxopenfation did aot exceed o^efoor t^' 



€Qnipo£i, and ib eaciy i9 the field, part of what they expended, they were 

as they have been this year; uhe com- iarisfied with thefe mpi^hpnourable.o/ 

2non people feemed to be animated .all teftiqionies, that ihey had not been 

with the fpirit of the general court, backward in contributing .their fhare 

smd to vie with them in their readinefs towards the gi^^al d^nce of the 



.toferve theXix^. 

" The nmpie proton which h^s 
been already made, Ije^ves me nothing 
to a& for. the immediate fenrice of the 
King. 

Fra. Bernard*'* 
The following is a true copy of the 
jneiTage which his MajeAy fe^^.dQwn 
to the Houfe of Commons eveiy year, 
from 1759, till the conchifion of the 
war: 

GEORGE H^x. 

26° BieJpril'.s 1759® 



empire. 

His.Majeity's Surveyor-GeAeral of 
.^he Northern diftrid' in ^rnqric*,' 
.tranimitted to (;he Lords of the Trea- 
fury in 47^4, a charge, of .corruption 
in his office and .coUufion w.ith Aaug.- 
clers, fupported hy^ the oa.^hs ofcre- 
aible witnefles, agatAfl Govej;nor Ber- 
'nard ; for which the furveyor ^ne- 
fal re<;eivcd the thanki of the trca- 
fury-board, and Governor Bernard 
was fuf&red ilill to hold that office }iC 
Jiad^buied^ and has been admitted 



** His Majefty bting fen^ble of iu the principal accu&r ao4 witnefif 
the seal and vigour with which his againft the .people of the Maflacba* 



j^ithful fubje^is in Noi:th America 
have exerted the^afelves in defence qf 
{his Majefty 's juft rights and ppfTeffips ^ 
jecomme^ds it to this Honk to tak.e 
the fame into coniideration^ and to 
enable hb Msyefty to give tiiem a.pro- 
^r CQ^penfation for the expences in- 
curred by the refpeAive provin<?es, in 
Uie levying, cloihing, and pay of the 
troops rai^d by the fame, according 
•ai the adive vigour a^ fb^enuous ot- 
forts of the refpedUve provinces ihajl 
appear to merit. 

Upon which the Houfe refolved, 
Ap™ 30, •* That a fnm notccxcced- 
}ng two hundred thoafand pounds be 
granted to his Majefty upon account, 
to enable his Majefty to give a proper 
compenfation to. the refpeftive .prO' 
winces in North America, for phe.ex- 
pences incurred by them in the levy- 
ing, clothing, and pay of the troops 
raifed by the fame, according as tjhe 
a^ve yigqur .^nd Ikrenuous «ffofts 



.fctts-Bay. 

On the ipthbf March 1764, the* 
Houfe of Commons refolved, " That 
it may be j)rqper to charge certain 
ilamp dirties in the colonies and, plan- 
stations:" but did not at that time 
form any bill for the p.qrpofe; 

On the ^th of April 1^64, an adk 
paiied for impoiing dudes in Amf^ficat 
by the gritiih parliament, for the pur- 
pofe of raifing a revenue. 

In CQnfeqnence of thefe proceed-, 
ings, the HoufeofReprcfentativesof 
the Maila^fetts-Bay came to xcfo- 
lutions, " That the ifole right ofgiv*. 
ing and granting the money of^the 
people of that province, was vefled in 
them as their legal repr^ntatives ; 
and that (he impofitioa of duties anj 
taxes, by the Parliament of Gr^at- 
Britain, upon a < people who are not 
reprefented in the Jrioufe of Com- 
mons, isabfolutely irrecoitcilable with 
their rights. That no man can ju^y 
t^Jve the property 'of a^iother withoiu 

bi< 
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his confent^ upon which ori^nal 
principle the right of reprcfcntation 
m the fataie body ivhich exercifes the 
power of making law? for levying 
taxes, one of the main pillars of 
the Britilh Conftitution, is evidently 
founded : that the exten^on of the 
powers of the court of admiralty,, 
within this province, i$ a moft vio- 
lent infradlion of the right of trial ty 
jury,—a right which this houfe, upon 
the principles of their B ritilh A ncellors, 
hold moft dear and facred> it being 
the only fecurity of the lives, liber- 
ties, and property of his Majetty's 
fubjeds. That this ho'ufe owe the 
ftridteft allegiance to his moft Sacred 
Majefty King George the Third, — 
A^ that they have the greateft vene- 
ration for the Parliament.* 

In February 1765, a Bill for railing 
a revenue in America by duties on 
ftamps, &c. received the royal afTent. 
Petitions from the feveral aifemblies 
of America againft the paiTing of this 
ai£t» were rejedled by the Parliament, 
or not received, on the oretencc of a 
rule, that petitions fhould not be re- 
ceived againft a money bill, and this 
was A money bill* 

iJpon the arrival of this aft in A- 
merica, every aflembly on the conti- 
nent came to refolutions againft the 
right of impofing taxes upon them 
unrcprefented and without their con- 
fejnt. The Houfe of Reprefentatives 
of the Maflachufetts-Bay, obferving 
the little attention paid to feparate 
petitions, refolved, * That it was 
highly expedient thererihould be a 
meeting as fopn as might be, of com- 
mittees from the Houfes of Repre- 
fentatives in the feveral colonics on 
the American continent to confult 
on the pre fen t circumftances, and the 
difficulties to which they were re- 
duced by the operation of the Isite 
aCts of Parliament for levying du- 
ties on the colonies, and to con- 
iider of 'a general' .a^^r^fs to 'his 
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Majefty and the Parliament, to im- 
plore relief/ Letters were tranfmit- . 
ted accordingly to the Speakers of 
. the other Afllmblies, and three per- 
sons dedted to attend a congrefa on 
the part of this province.. 
In the mean time fome diftiirbancet 
. arofe in the town of Bofton. The 
reprefentation of thefe difturbancea 
was inflamed with the ftrongeft co- 
louring in various letters from Go- 
vernor Bernard to the Lords of Trader 
[ though he knew the inhabitants had 
publicly condemned thefe proceed- 
ings, as appears from the Allowing; ! 
vote ofthe tdwn: - ' 

\ * At a kgal Meeting of the Freeholders ' 
and other Inhabitants of theTonvn' 
ofBoJion^ at Fanueil Hall, Augufi 
zph, 1765. ^ , . 
The town ha\ang ah utter detefta- 
tion of the extraordiriary and violent 
" proceedings of a niittibef of perfons 
unknown, againft (bnte of the inhabi- * 
tants of the fame^ the Jaft night,—* 
vote unanimoUfly, that the feleft 
men and magiftrates of the town be 
defired to ufe their utmoft endea- * 
vours, agrceebic to law, to fuppfefs ' 
the like diforders for the future; and 
that the freeholders and other inhabi- ' 
tants will do t\^rj thing in their 
. power to affift them therein. 

Voted, that the inhabitants of this 
town will be ready on all occafions to. 
affift the feleft men and magiftrates 
. in the fuppreilion of all diforders of a ' 
. like nature tha^ may ha{)pen, when 
called upon for that purpofe. - \ 

^'Att. William Cooper, To<w.n Clerk.* 
"In truth, the whole proved to be 
nothing more than Tome injury'ofFer'- 
edfd private propeirty, for which the 
aflembly afterwards v<)ted a compen- * 
" fation. 

On the 25th"of Oftober 17K5, - 
\ there being no ftamp' papers,' the " 
c(5uncil ind Houie of 'Reprefenta- 
tives, to avoid the mifcjiievous con-' • 
fequences of a total ftop ttokll public 
lA ' buftncfs. 
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bufiiiers^ I'efolved, that it might be 
laiyful to do bnfinefs without ftamps. 

^l^e cofagrefs confining of a Com- 
mittee of Reprefehtatives from feve- . 
rai provinces, met at New York the 
firft.of O^obcr 1765. The motives . 
and views wit}i which the congrefs 
was called, are thus Hated by the 
Hoafe of Reprefentatives of MafTa- 
choieUs-Ray : * Had the colonies been 
fully heard by t)ie Parliament, it is 
pdljble tKeir decifipns with refpeft to' 
the I^e a6b fo;- levying duties and 
taxe? on 'the. colonies, might have 
^den diiFefent. , However, the Hotfe 
o^Repiefentatives thinic»it their duty 
tk^ to ceafe petitioning^ and have ac- 
ccp-^ingly , this p^efcnt ^ffibns, wrote to 
the- Speakers oFthe feveral Houfas of 
RiJwefeBt^tives .of the feveral' colonies 
on the continent^ propofing ^ meet- 
ii^ at W^ To^lipn the\iirll Tuefday 
©rO'^Qt)^ A'^^i* . of committees of 
the Hottfes of Reprefentatives" of the 
feveral cojpnies, to cQnfult. together 
on their ptefent cikumftances, and 
the di&ukie^ to which they are and 
muft.be reduced by th^. operation of 
the late a£ts of parliament, and to 
prepare a united, dutiful, humble, 
and loyal reprefentation of their con- 
dition to his M9j.efty and his Parlia- 
ment, imploring relief. And it is 
humbly hoped, that decent and du- 
tiful applications for the preventing 
or even . altering fuch a6ls of Parlia- 
ment as they apprehend tan be made 
to appear to be grievous, will ^not 
be thought fufficient grounds to charge ' 
us with the want of the moft .'pro- 
found refpedl for that auguft body. . 
In confidence of having; free acjefs" 
to. that fountain. of national juftice^V 
the Houfe rett'atfured that allnecef- 
fary te|iefcWiU/be-^oj?ded, and that 
the liberties and privileges theij? con- 
ftituents at prefent jwjoy^ wil} remain 
fecure. . 

Signed, Sam* Whit,^* Speaker.,* ' 
The tongrefsTummoned upon thefe . 



principles, met and afied open them. 
Theyrefolved, ' ihat the only repre- 
fentatives of thft people of the colo- 
nies are perfons cbofen therei^i by 
the^felves, and that no taxes ever 
, have been, or can be, conftitution- 
ally impofed upon them but by their 
refpeaive legiilatures. That all fup- 
plies to the crown being free gifts of 
the jpeople, it is unreafonable and in- 
connilent with the principles and (pi- 
rit of the Britifh eoriftitution, for the 
people of Great Britain to grant to 
his Majefty the property of the colo- 
nifts. That it is the in difpen fable 
duty of thefe colonies to the heft of 
fovereigns, to the mother country, 
and themfelves, to endeavour, by a 
loyal and dutiful addrefs to his Ma*' ' 
jei^y, and bumble applications to 
both Houfes of Parliament, to pro^ 
cure the repeat of the adt for grant- 
ing and applying certain ilamp du^ 
ties, of all claufes of any other ad^ of 
Parliament whereby the jurifdid^ion 
of the Admiralty is extended, and of 
the other late adls for the rellriftion 
of American commerce.' 

They alfo drew up a petition to 
the. King, in which they fay, 'Our 
fubordinate legiilatures are in effeft 
rendered ufelefs by the late a6ls of 
Parliament impofing duties and taxes 
on thefe colonies, and extending the' 
jurifdiftion of the courts of admiralty 
beyond its antient limit : flatiites by 
which your Majefty's commons in 
Great Britain undertake abfolutely to 
difpofc of the property of their fellow 
fubjefts in America without their 
confent, and for the inforcing where<^ 
of they are fi|bjedted to the determi- 
nation of a fingle. judge, in a court/ 
unreftrained by the wife rules of the 
common law, the birthright of Bftg- 
liihmen, and the fafeguard of their' 
per/bns and properties. 

'The invaluable rights of taxiftg 
ourfelves, and triid by bur peers, of 
which we implore your Majefty's pro- 

teoion. 
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^tS&m, are not^ we jpoft ;|inm% jt]M Uws of the pioyince; wliichii^ 



conceive, anconftitational, but cpn«> 
firmed by the great charter of £vgli£^ 
Liberty. On the firft of thefe rjdits, 
the Honourable the HoufeofConi- 
jnons found their practice of origlnar 
ting money bills — a right enjoyed by 
the Kingdom of Ireland ; by the 
Clergy i? England, till relinquiihe^ 
by memfelves'— — a right, in fine^ 
which all other Vour.Miyefly's Eng^ 
iifh fubjeiEts, both wtthin an3 without 
the realm, have hitherto enjoyed.' 



^eyer done before, but by aft :<of 
.Aiifembly**. This juft coaupkint 
againil the ufurp4ti<Hi of the-QoVpr'- 
nor, . has been individiouily j^epise^ 
fented as an attack upon, the iMitho*- 
xity of ParUamefitt:! ^K^kecreas in.tfutb 
it had no relation to that airthodty<>. : 
Ja Januvyi j^jdO^ ^Axms,fi9iitfi 
inrefented from the i^rghamis ofJM^ 
don, BriAol, ,find [Glafgow; t« boi^L 
Houfes of P^lififnwit, re|^fettti|i|; 



deny the foverelgnty of his Majefty in 
his Parliament, or to arrogate, to 



arrogate -,t9 



the great injury th^t vi^uld:accc«0. to 

So far were they from any thought :tbeir property, -{infi to tb# oo0i^9Tcqi 

or defire to draw into quefUon, or to of this JfS^ingdQm* .fflOm the, ojperatioa 

of thc-Stamp Aft* 9Xd praying ipr Jl» 
repeal, . .: '."-■ • 

The repeal of it K^ ptoe ji^^ 
cordingly on the iQth ftitarch Coir 
Ipwiag, ,1 

The Aflembly #f M94iich«fei^r 
Bay, upon the r^tpeal being k^iown, 
jfbrmed and traafmitted ^n bueibte 
addref^ pf thanks to Kia Mayfly, and 
jtetters of the mpft gr^tefid acknow* 
ledgement to their illuftrioiis •patrons 
and friends in either JE{oufe Qf Parlia^ 
inent. Soon after this pafled a bill 
for granting com^Qf^tion to thcf &ff 
ferers during the diforders occafionea 
by the Stamp Ad; sigreeably tk> his 
Majefty's reco«ia^eiidfttio0, in. tfmt^ 



themfelves the fole right of making 
Jaws, that, i^. their oetition to the 
Houfe of Commons, they declare ^e 
yeverfe in thefe words : 

< We moil ifmcerely renognize our 
allegiance to the crown, and acknow- 
ledge all due fubordination to the 
Parliament of Great Britain, an4 
Ihs}! always retain the moft grateful 
fenfe pf their affiftance and protec- 
tion. We eileem our dependence 
on, and connexion with Qreat BrU 
tain, ^s one of. our greateft blei]ings» 
fmd apprehend the former will ajx- 
pear to be fufiiciently fecure, wheu it 



IS confidered, that the inhabitants in q\ien4^ of th<^ ad4r<i& of both Houfef 
jhe colonies have the mod unboun4e!cl of Parliament, bis Majefty's pleafurf 



^iFcftipn for his Majefty's perfon^ 
if^^mily, and government, as well as 
jTpr the mother country, and that 
their fubordination to . the Parlis(<* 
ment, is i^niverfally acknowledged.' 
^ Thefe petit^o^s however were nqt 
received, on pretence of their being 
ifrom a body not legally aiTembled^ 
and unknown to the conMtution. 

In January 1766, the Ifou^ of 
Jlepreientatives were obliged to com^? 
plain of Governor Bernard^s h^vlngi 
together with his council;^ aflTumed a 
legiflative power, in ordering. an a6t 
pf Parliament, or as he ftiles it an 
]|>rdinauce4 to t^ regidered among 



being figniiied to them by Mr« SecrCir 
tary Conway, 

: The AfiemUyalfoci^nformed diem- 
felvQ! to the mtttidy aQ, though i^ 
tpMched the privilege of granting 
freely cbeir pwa money, for wUoh 
they had fo ftrenooufly contended^ 
igut thf y com^lye$ij| as well from ati 

* But the n&'^ft interring objedion, vyhi^ 
is BOt avowed, andtb«refore cannot itoBtte a 
formal anfwer, is, that an Ameritan repre* 
fentaiioji will take away all pretences fordif- 
pating the ordinances of Parliament/ Gover- 
nor Bern vd*8 letter 1764, p.' 59. And again, 
p. 72, and 54. . 

t See extrad 9f G jternor Bdriiird's le^ 
in the Lords. report, p. 7. 

L 1 3i abhoif- 
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abhorrence of renewing the late *f- 
pate which had given th^ fo mu<^ 
pftin, as from a confidence in his Ma>- 
jefly's then fervjints, wh6m they re* 
garded as friendly to their liberties 
«ndri|^ts. 

•'- Their fadsfafUdn in, andgratttude 
fofthe repeal of the ftamp adt, ^ro- 
doced a condfid fo ftudioufly void of 
•nAaoe, that Ooveittor Bernard cotrld 
i)^' avoid giving his teftimony of it 
in his letters- fO the Earl of Shel- 
burse^ Secretary of State, as follows : 
- '-The- Hottie from the time oT 
«>peni|ig the (^ffibn* to' this day, ha^ 
ihewn a difpti^lion 'tb avoid all dif- 
pute with me ; every thing having tiaf^ 
ied witb as much good-humour as 1 
could defire, except only 'their conti'^ 
nuing to aCt in addrefling the King, 
remonftrating to the Secretary of 
State, and employing a feparate 
Agent. It is the importance of thii 
innovatioii, without any willfulnefs 
of my own, whi<^h induces me tb. 
make thb remonftrance, at a time 
vrhcfn I have a fair prbfpefl of havings 
in all other bufinefs, nothing but 
good to fay of the proceedings of this 
Hoafe. • ; 

* They have a6Wl in all things; 
even in their reniOti(&aftce> with t^m^ 
per and moderation; they havfe avoid' 
td fome fubjedls of difpute, and have 
laid a foundation fer^r^memeg fome 
caufes of former altercatiiJtt.' 
■'f 4 Ihali.make fiich ¥ prudent iand 
proi>er ufc of this^ letted, as'I lio^ 
^ill perfeftly ^&6te the peace and 
tranquility of this? province, for which 
purpofo cGniklerab}e> fl^ps have' alrea-^ 
dy been made by the Hoafe.of Re^ 
pf cf/entatives. ' 

i Such was the temper and modera^ 
tion \yith which the people were drf- 
pofcd to fe'ejk relief from the grievan- 
ces they felt. We ftiall prefently 
fee what fteps were artfully taken to 
move them from that moderation, 
and compel the mob^ into riots and 



fiimults, Which W^rfe to be vifitcd 
Xipon the town, and made the pre* 
text for introducing a ihilttary force. 

The new revenue aft paiTed on the 
•29th of June 1767 i a little more 
than a year after the repeal of the 
ftamp aft. 

' The HoUfe of Reprefentatices, in 
their petition to the King, touchiag 
this aft, exprclsfy acknowledge the 
fuprcmepowerpf Parliament. * With 
great ftnterity,' pefrftit usj (fay they,) 
to aflure youf Majcfty, that your fob- 
jefts of this province ever have, and 
IRn contin'ne'. to' acknowledge your 
M^ifty*s Htgii' Court 6f Parliament 
tfie Supreme fej^iflative- power of the 
whole empire.' ;' 

Iri their letters to the miniftry, 
they fay, * The fubjefts in this pro- 
vince, and undoubtedly in all the co- 
lonies, howeverthey may have been 
f otherwife reprefented to nis ^jljefty's 
mihiftfers, are' loyal : they .arc firmly 
attiachcd to th<J mother ftate; they 
always cdnlider her intereft ajid their 
Own as infeperably interwoveil, and 
it is their fervent' wifh that it may 
ever fo remain.* All. they define is; 
to ' b^ rellored' tb the ^ Handing upon 
which ihcy Were' originally put,' t0 
have the iiotiotfr atid privilege of vOr 
Iiinfarily contribu^ftig to the aid 'of 
their fovereigrl when reqiiired. They 
' are free fubjefts ; and it is hoped the 
nation will never confidcr them as in 
a tributary (late.*- And again, • All 
they defire is to be placS ton theij^ 
original ftandlug, that they may ftill 
be'haj{)py in the enjo>ment of their- 
ihvliluaible privileges, and the nation 
may ftill reap the' ,^ vantage of thdr 
growth and pit>fperlty.* 
■" That their' prayers might be more 
Hk?ly to obtain fuccefs from being 
unice'd with the fupplications of all 
the colonies, they tranfmitted a cir- 
cular letted to the other affemblies, 
informing them—-' Tbat the Houfe 
bad humbly teprefentcd to the mi- 
'^' niftry . 
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nifh^ tlieir own (entimentsj that his 
Majefty's high Conrt of Pai-liatnent is 
the fuprenie legifla^ve power over 
the whole empire: that in all free 
ftates the coi^ftitution jis fixed; and 
as the fuplreme legiflativ^ 4envfcs. its 
power and authority from the con HI- 
tution^ it cannpt overleap the bounds 
of it^ without deftroylng its own 
foundation. That the conftitution 
afcertains and limits both fovereignty 
and allegiance, and, therefore, his 
Majcfty's American fubje^s, who ac- 
knowledge themfelves Doond by the 
ties of allegiance, have an equitable 
claim to the full enjoymei^t of the 
fundamental rules of the Bnglifh con- 
ftitution. That it is an afiential, 
unalterable right in nature, ingrafted 
into the Britim conftitution as a fun- 
damental* law, and ever held facred 
and irrevocable by the fubjefts within 
die' realm, that what a man has ho- 
lieftly acquired is abfolutely his own, 
which he may freely give, but which 
cannot be taken from him v^ithout 
his confent. TJhat the American fub- 
jefts may, therefore, exclufive of anv 
Coniideration of charter rights, wiifc 
a decent firmiiefs adapted to the 
chara£ier*of freemen and fnbjefts, 
affeft this natural con ftitutional right.* 
They add—* That as they have .'too 
mucn reafon to believe, that the ene- 
mies of the colonies have reprefented 
them to his Majefty's minifters and 
the parliament, as fa6Uous, difloyal, 
and ihewing a difpofition to make 
themlilves independent of the mother 
country, they Have taken occaiion, in 
the moft humble terms, to afthre hp 
Majefty and his minifters, that, with 
regard to the people of this province, 
and, as they doubt not, of all the co- 
lonies, that charge is unjuft.' 

In cotifcqu6ncS of this. Governor 

Bernard laid before the houfe*, on the 

2ift of Jutie, 1768, the following re- 

quifition : 

' f It gives great cofjcern to his Ma- 



jefty to find, that the fame modera- 
tion which appeared by your lett^ 
to have been adopted at the begin- 
ning of the fefiion, in a full aftemblyy 
had not continued ; and that iiiftead 
of that fpirit of prudence and refpeft 
to the conftitution, which feemed at 
that time to influence the condud of 
a large majority of the members, a 
thin houfe a:t the end of the fe^on 
ftiould have prefumed to revert to, 
and refolve upon a meafure of ft) in- 
flammatory a nature as that of writing 
to the other colonies, on the fubje^ 
of their intended reprefentation a* 
gainft fbme late a^ of Parliament. 
His Majefty cbnfidei^ this ftep as evi- 
dently tending to create unwarranta- 
ble combinations, to excite an unjuf- 
tifiable oppofition to the conftitution ai 
authority of Parliament, and to re- 
vive thofe unhappy divifions and dif- 
traflions, whidi have operated ib 
prejudicially to the true mterefts of 
Great Britain and the colonies* It 
is the King's pleafure, that fo fooa 
as the general^ court is again' afTem- 
bled, at the time prefcribed by the 
charter, you Ihouid require of the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives, in his Ma- 
j'efty's name, to refcind the refolu- 
tion which gave birth to the circular 
letter from the Speaker, and to de- 
clare their difapprobation of, and diC- 
fent to that raih and hafty proceed- 
ing. His Majeftv has the fulleft re- 
liance upon the affedion of his good 
fubjedls in the Maflachufetts-Bay, 
arid has obfeired with fatisfaftion, 
that fpirit of decency, and love of or- 
der, which has difcovered itfelf in the 
conduft of ihe moft con fiderable of its 
inhabitants. -^If the new affembly 
ftiould refufc to comply with his Ma-, 
jefty's reafonable expcftation, ' it it 
the King's pleafure that yoii ftiould 
immediately diflblve them. 
WhUeh,,,. April HiI-LSBO,aUO,/ 

This letter produced uniVerfaLap- 
prehea- 
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^pifckfii^cm^amd .(SfoctntfiijC not only in 
4tle lAaflSiqhiifetts-Ba^^ bot in aiH 
_Aff)jSMiQ^* A (knund, attended with 
a J^eufdty of diiTolutioo^ Teemed ^ 
CoqfiinanidL not.a feqaifitioi^^ leaving 
jiDy&4el^i>^ative er dilcretionary power 
in ttie ^flejobly.; and tlus ground of 
it being a petition |o the King, 
guarded with a naoft expHdt dedara^ 
!4di<m pf the fu^reme le^ative power 
«f Parliaments i^ wore the ferere and 
4eeadf<>l aj>fearance of a, penal prohi- 
J^tion ^gainil petitioning. It was in 
^effeCt fs^fing, yon fhall not even pre- 
Suixe to cpmplaiini and xedacing 
ti^M^ below the ocunmon itate of da-, 
^fejry, in wjuch, if incn cprnplain^j^ 
with decency^ they ve heard, unlcfs 
ifceir mfifters happen to be monflcis. 
jIt warwd mpderatioD intpzeal, and 
inflamed ;Eeal ipto rage. Yet ilill 
tji^re appeared a difp,oii|tton to ex- 
jrefs thexr i^ricvances in humWe petir 
;«oa6« . All the afiecnblies on the con- 
.^aeBt> in anfwer to a requifition of 
,£jcim1^ import to that already men* 
pm^.% ai^rted the nght of the fub- 
^a to petition for jedjefs of ^nc- 
^KAttOBs. They joined in petitipnft^ 
M"^^ the im^ofxtion of, taxes upon 
i3ii^V> VKitJiont their cpnfent, and the 
.;3J)6Iidon of juries in revenue caufes, 
j^ intcJerabie grievanjceiij from which 
^ih^ praved relief. [ ■ ■ 

TwHoofe of Kcprefentatives of 
|t|afli4lHifetts-Bay xJrew up » letter 
ti^ the £arl of Killfborongh, .Secre- 
tiary of State, in which they vmdi- 
cate their conduQ from the afperfioiis 
^thrown upon it in the Governor's 
Jj«ters5 and add, * It is an inexp'ef- 
ILWe grief to the people of this pro- 
^ce^ to find repeated ceniures fal- 
ling upqn them» not from Miniflers 
^^Jf State aloiie^ hut from Majefty itfelf„ 
ftcounded on letters ^nd accufations 
^om the Governor, a fight of which, 
though repeatedly re^uefled of his 
|t»e^tMlcy, is refufed,. There is no 
.fijli fi£ this 1}&^ wh^ch they fo fenfi- 



h\f M, as tl^ diipleafure of tfieir 
ibvereign* It is a ^uniihmon^ ^hich, 
they are fure his Majefty will never 
iimi^, but upon a reprefemation of 
the justice of it, from his fervants» in. 
whom he conides* Your Lordfiiip 
will allow the houfe to appeal to your 
own candour, upon the hardfhip of 
their being made to foifer fo Severe a 
misfortune, without their ever being 
called to anfwer for themfelves, or 
even made acquainted with the mat- 
ters of charge alledged againft them ;. 
a right, to which^ by the common 
rules of fociety, founded in the eter-. 
nal laws of reafoh and equity, they 
are juftly entitled* I'he Hou£b of 
Repreifentatives o/ this p*:ovince have 
^more than once, during the adminif- 
tration of Gpvern.Qr Bernard,, been 
iinder the fteceflity of entreating hi& 
Majefty's nuuiilers. to fufpcnd thelt 
further judgment upon fuch repre- 
fentations of the temper of the peo^ 
pie, and the condud;^f the aflembiy^ 
a$ they were able to make appear to 
be injurious. The Aime indulgence 
this houfe now b^ of your Loidihip ; 
and befeech yoi;ir Lordihip to jpatron 
^ize them fo far as to make a nivour^ 
able reprefentation of their condoft 
to the King our Soverd^ : it beifi{» 
the Vhigheil ambitipn^ of this hottfe> 
and of the people wfa^m they repre-! 
ient, to ftand before his Majefty in 
their . juft chara£ker, . of .^e&onatA 
and k)yal fubje^.' 

On the loth of June ,a feizure was 
made of a iloop faftened to the 
wharf> with an armed force, and the 
ieizure , carried by violence to the 
Man of War. That this feizure was 
made with every circumftance of vio- 
lence and infult which could irritate 
a mob, is proved by the oaths of 15 
eye-witnefles, whofe credibility has 
l^ver been impeached* tJahappiljc 
the irritation fucceeded hjut too well. 
The colledlor and comptroller wha 
ifiS^de the feizure^ in that manner,, 

weija 
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Vftxe treated ivMi great indignity and 
|>eribnal injuiy by the mob * . 

Abeat tht fame time the Captain 
of the men of war lying in the har- 
bour at BoAon, prefTed fome Teaman 
belonging to the town, in violation 
of an a£t of Parliiuneiit for the en« 
couragement of trade to America, 
which fays> 6 Anne, thap. 27. § 9. 
^' No mariner, or other perfon, 
fon, who fhall ferve on board, or be 
retained to ferve on board, any pri- 
vateer, or trading (hip or vtiieh that 
ihail be employed in any part of 
America, nor any mariner, or per- 
fon-, being on (hore in any part 
thereof, (hall be liable to be impref- 
fed or t4.keii away, by any officer or 
ofScen' of or belonging to her Ma^- 
jefty's ihips <)f war." 

The inhabitants of Bofton, to pre- 
vent the tumults which might be ap- 
prehended from To dangerous an in-^ 
fi-adion of law, were aflentbled, and 
drew up a petition to the Governor, 
praying his interpofition to prevent 
fttch alarming outrages. The Gover- 
nor, however, refufed upon various 
pretexts, to interfere. 

The following words of their peti- 
tion will fhew to what ^ate of alarm, 
anxiety, and defpair, thefe proceed- 
ings had reduced them. ' Dutiful 
petitions, fay they, have been pre- 
fered to our mod gracious Sovereign, 
to which (tho' to the great confterna- 
tiott of the people, we now learn 
they have been cruelly and.infidu- 
ooily prevented from reaching the 
royal prefence) we have waited to 

* That the feizure w^s unjoft is plain • 
from this, that they were obliged to reftore 
the vefiel, after detaining her a long thne, . 
not bdng able to find any evidence to fupp ort 
a profectttton. The. foils too for enormous 
ftuns againft a number of perfons, brought 
in the couit of admiralty, beina found ia- 
iupportable, were, after Jong continuance, to 
the great expence and tit>ubie of their perfons, 
dropt, by a declaration of the King^s ad va- 
cate that his MajeAy would proiecpte ao. far^' . 
ther j - but the profecuted could obiain no 
coftfl or damages, for fo is the law. 
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receive a gradous aniWen, with the 
greateft attention to the public peaces 
until ^e find ourfel^es invadod with 
an armed force, feizing, 'impreffing» 
and impriibning the j^rfonr of our- 
fHIow fubjedis, contrary t6 expreifr 
a6is of Parliament; Metiacev have- 
been thrown: out fit only fbr barba* 
rians, which already aife^l' us in thb^ 
moft fenfible manner, and thMten- 
us with famine anddefolation, as all' 
navigation is obftrnfted, upon which' 
alone our whole fuppbrt depends^ 
and the town is at this crifis in a {ttua-«' 
tion nearly fuch as if war were fbr* 
mally declared againU it; 

« To contend againft^ our Plmeftt * 
State is, in our idea, themoft'iHoclt-* 
ing and' dreadful extremity ; but 
tamely to rcHnquifli the only fecumy* 
we and our pofterity retaift of the en- 
joyment of our lives and ptopertiesi 
without one ftru^gle, is fo hamilia^ 
ting and bafe, that we* cannot fupK 
port the refle6tion . We apprehend^ 
Sir, that it is in your option, in your 
power, and wt would hope in your 
mclination, to prevent this diftreifed 
and jnfHy incenfed people' from ef*- 
fe^ng too much, or from the ^anfio 
and reproach of attempting too 
Uttle.' 

The riot upon the feizure of the 
iloop was exaggerated into treafow 
and rebellion. The commiifionerf 
fled from the town in pretended' fear 
of their lives ; aflidavits were' taken'* 
in fecret and ex parte, and the comp- 
troller Mr. Halloweir was difpatched 
home, to give adminillration the 
moft horrible idea of the people. 
Governor , Bernard's letters to the ' 
Secretary of State contained a direft 
charge of trcafon againft forty per- 
fons, not one of whom was profe- 
cuted, becaufe the whole was a for- 
gery, calculated to meet the change 
of fyftem which Governor Bernard 
has fince informed us, they then 
knew had taken place at London, 

and 



Digitized by 



Google 



PRIOR DbCUWtENTS/ 



264 P R I O 

and encourage the rigorous meafures 
which the new fyftem was to porfue. 

Unhappily it fucceeded too well. 
Troops were fent to Boflon, where 
"they landed the ift of Odtober 1768. 
But a difficulty now arofe, about 
quartering the troops in the town 
contrary to an ad of Parliaments 
The Governor, however, foon de- 
termined to cut the knot he could 
npt untie. He therefore ijfTucd a 
commi^ion, to difpenfe with the law 
and eftabliih quarters for the troops 
in the town. I fpeak from his own 
letter. - 

Thus the people faw two adls of 
Parliamenti made for their protec- 
tion, wantonly and with, impunity 
.violated $ while thofe which were to 
their feelings highly unjufl and op- 
preffive, were to be rigorpufly execu- 
ted with a military force. Nothing 
could be devifed more irritating, ex- 
cept the manner in which the quar- 
tering the foldiers was executed. They 
filled the general aiTembly room, 
the court houfe, and Fanueil hall, 
where the town meetings were affem- 
bled. When. the general aflembly 
met, the main guard was planted 
with a number of field pieces at, and 
pointed into the very door of the af- 
fembly houfe. Every fpecies of in- 
fult and outrage was, as if purpeifely, 
pra£tifed to drive the people into 
fome violent ad, which mould juftify 
the letting loofe the military upon 
them. 

In confequencc of the various vio- 
lations of thofe laws which ihould 
have proteAed them, the minds of 
the people were in the moft dange- 
rous ftate of alarm and agitation. 
To prevent the deftruftive commo- 
tions 'which might be apprehended 
from ifuch a difpofitiori, the moderate 
and well difpoied inhabitants of Bof- 
ton petitioned the Governor to call 
an aflembly, that the popular turbur 
lence might be quieted by their con- 



fidence 2h and re(pe£t for dieir own 
legiflature. The Governor, how- 
ever, thougiit proper to refufe them 
this relief; they therefore fumraoned 
a convention of deputies from the 
different townfhips, as the only means 
of compoiing the agitation of men's 
minds, (from which they otherwife 
expeded the worft confequences,) by 
their confidence in perfons deputed 
by themfelves, to enter into a wife 
and cool confideration of their grie- 
vances, and the conftitntional means 
of obtaining redrefs. The feledl 
men of Boflon have exprefled thefe 
motives in the following paflage of 
their circular letter:—* Deprived of 
the counfels of a general aflenably in 
this dark and difficult feafon, the 
loyal people of this province will, we 
are perfuaded, immediately perceive 
the propriety and utility of the pro- 
pofed committee of convention, and 
the found and wholefbme advice that 
may be expected from a number of 
gentlemen chosen by themfelves, and 
m whom they may repofe the greatefl 
confidence, mufl tend to the real Ser- 
vice of our moft gracious Sovereign, 
and the welfare of his fubj«ds in this 
province, and may happily prevent 
any fuciden and unconnected mea- 
fures, which, in their prefent anxiety, 
and even agony of mind, they may 
be in danger of falling into.' 

The convention met on the zzi of 
September 1768, and drew up an 
humble petition to his Majefty, im^ 
ploring relief. « With great fince- 
rity, iay they, permit us to aflbre 
your Majefty, that your fubjefts of 
this province, of which we are a 
part, ever have acknowledged and 
Hill continue to acknowledge your 
Majefty's high Court of Parliament 
tiie fupreme legiflative power of the 
whole empire. The fuperin tending 
authority of which is clearly admit- 
ted in all cafes that can confift with 
the fundamental rights of nature, 

and 
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aftd the conftltittion (o which yovr 
Majeily'5 happy fabje& in all parts 
of your empire conceive they have a 
juft and equitable claim* 

' It is therefore with the deeped 
concern that your hcMnble foppliantd 
would reprefent to your Maje&y^ that 
your Parliament, the rectitude of 
whofe intentions is never to be qaei^ 
tioned^ has thought proper to pais 
divers ads, impofrng taxes on your 
Majeily's fubje^ in America, with 
the fole and exprefs porpole of riliiing 
a revenue. If your Majefty's fubjefU 
here ihail be <kprived of the bonpur 
and privilege of voluntarily coi)tri« 
bating their aid to y6ut Majeiiy in 
fupporting your government and au- 
thority in the province, and defend- 
ing and fecuring your rights aiid ter- 
ritories in America, which they have 
always hitherto done with the utmod 
chearfulnefs : if thefe a^ of Parlia- 
ment fhall remain in force ; and your 
MajeHy's Commons in Great Britain 
(hall continue to exercife the power 
of granting the prop«'ty of their fel- 
low fubje£ts in this province, your 
people mud then regret their unhapr 
py fate; in having only the name left 
of free fubje^.' 

The troops which had landed at 
Bofton witlKMit the lead oppofition, 
determined, a» it was natural to ex- 
pert, to make the didurbance they 
were difappointed in not finding. 
They offered a variety of infults to 
the peaceable inhabitants, and one 
of their officers was detefted in at- 
tempting to excite the Negroes to 
rebel ; till at lad a party of foldiers 
under the command of Captain Pref- 
ton, fired upon the people on the 5 th 
of March 1769, killing fix, and 
wounding many more. So intolera- 
ble an outrage afTembled the people, 
who were fo much incenfed, that it 
was thought prudent for the troops to 
evacuate the town. 

The removal of the troops reftored 



the tranquillity of the town and tb^ 
good-humour of the people^ the prin- 
cipal of wh^m exerted themfehrc^ to 
palliate the condndi of Captain ProA 
ton, and obtain for him a favourabte 
trial. To this end, he was tried fe- 
parately from the foldiers^ and h« 
was acquitted, becaufe no evide»Q9 
could depofe that they heard him give 
orders to fire. — ^Indeed, the noife of 
the tumult was fo great, that if h^ 
had ^iven fucK orders, which he 
deniedi none could have heard hist 
but the foldiers amon^ whom he 
Hood.— When the fddiers came te 
be tried, they pleaded the order) q£ 
their Captab, wnich they durft not 
difobey. And on the belief of this 
as a truth, the humane jury acquitted 
them al£b. An indance of great, 
temper and equity in a people fo ex« 
afperated. 

It was not however intended that 
the oMiet of the town and province 
fhottld continue long. New nuxles 
of irriution were applied, to drive 
the people into violence and defpair. 

Mr. Robinfbn, one of the com* 
mifiioners who had attempted to a(^ 
faffinate IVfr. Otis, was difpatched to 
England immediately after the affair 
of me 5 th of March* with a caie faid 
to be that of Captain Predon, though 
diredly repugnant to what he had 
publifhed under his own hand. This 
cafe had been fecretly drawn up, and 
was as fecretly tranfmitted. The per- 
po^ of it was to throw the charge of 
being the aggreffors upon the people, 
and that the* foldiers &icd upon them 
in their own defence, and to fave the 
cudom-boufe from being plundered. 
This datement was accompanied by 
minutes of council framed by the Se* 
cretary himfelf, and fecretly fworn to, 
in which one of his Majedy's council 
was repreiented, as declaring that 
tbere had been a premeditated defiga 
and plan of a general infurreftion 
formed by the people, of which this 
M m attack 
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iittack upon the 5;aard was the flrft 
ftep. Ablbrd as it was to fuppofe 
that the people hud planned and be- 
gan to execute an irifaitedtion, and 
yet not a mail appear in arms, for no 
fuch thing was pretended; ftill the 
example of the fuccefs and impiunity 
with which Governor Bernard had 
kccflfed them fpecifically of treafon, 
without being able to prove a tittle of 
it, was enough to encourage Gover- 
nor Hutchinfon, and bis Brother-in- 
law the Secretary, to repeat a fimilar 
charge on this occaiion, which they 
knew would operate for the time, 
and bsing made fecretly, they trufled 
it ivould not be known, fo as to meet 
a refutation. Mr. CommifTion^r Ro^ 
blnfon arrived in London, and his 
St^te, fee. was circulated through the 
minifl^ and members of parliament, 
and, fupportcd by his perfonal appli- 
cations, inflamed them againft the 
province. In the mean time, thd 
town proceeded to draw up their naN 
fative bf the affair founded updn affi- 
davits taken openly, with notice given 
to all perfotiS concerned to attend and 
crofs-examine the witneifes. Upon 
this open and fait enquiry, it appear- 
ed by the telfimony of near an hun- 
dred perfons, that the fcldiers were 
the aggreffors, having fired upon the 
people without fufficient provocation, 
dnd without the intervention of, or 
even application to -the civil magi- 

It was not until Oftober 1770, 
that the reprefent^tion and affidavit 
of their fecretary^ Mr. Oliver, reach-- 
tsd his Majcfty's council at Bofloh, 
in a pamphlet whith had been pub- 
lifhed in London^ to juftify the pro- 
ceedings of the military on the 5th 
of' March 1769, and accufe the peo- 
ple. The member to whom he had 
imputed the words, which were cal- 
culated to convey the idea of an in- 
furreftion having been planned by the 
people^ publicly mad^ oath^ that the 



Sectetary had miireprefented Kii 
words, and that he never knew, of 
heard, or even thought of any fuch 
Plan. The other members Of coun- 
cil who were prefefit alfo made oath, 
that Mr. Oliver's account was a mif- 
reprefentation ; and the council came 
unaiiimoudy to the following reiblu- 
tions: " That Andrew Oliver, Efq. 
fecretary of this province, by fecretly 
takine minutes at council, of what 
was (aid by the members of the coun- 
cil, in their debates, alfo by iigning 
a paper containing thofe minutes, 
and further by giving his depofition 
to the truth of it, has, in each and 
all thofe inft'ances^ aded inconfift- 
ent with the duty of his office, and 
thereby is guilty of a breach of 
trufl. 

' Mr. Oliver, thus ftigmatized, was 
foon after appointed lieutenant-go-< 
verflor of the province. Unhappily 
this wore the appearance of reward- 
ing for his treachery to the council 
and hU eniriity to the people, which 
tended nccefTarily to diminifh the con- 
fidence and refpedt due to govern- 
ment, andtofpreaddifeontent through 
the provinc^i 

On the 13 th of May ijr^^o, Oover-^ 
ilor Hutchinlbn held the affembly at 
Cambridge, obliging them to quit 
Bofton, where all the public records 
and conveniences for carrying on bu- 
iinefs, were lodged. The two Houfes 
remonfirated againfl this, not only 
as highly inconvenient and difh-eifing 
to them, and an embarraffment to 
public bufinefs, but an infringement 
of their chartered rights. Notwith- 
flanding this^ the affembly was con- 
tinued there for two feflions without 
any reafcn being given but mere will 
and pleafure (iignified in inflru6iions 
from the jninifter) and then it was 
adjourned to Boflon; not as an ad 
of gracioufnefs, but of caprice; It 
was impoflible but that fuch pra^ 
ceedings muft have irritated men's 

min^s; 
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ijninds, and raifed among all ranks tained touching all t^eafons^ or mif. 



of people a fpirit of difcontent and 
diftruft.* 

The proceedings in England were 
not niore conciliaune* ' 

Governor Bernard had, by various 
falfe ai)d inflammatory ^eprefenta- 
tipns cpncentered upon the prpviijce 
^e whole force of royal an4 parlia- 
mentary indignation. He h^d ex- 



prisons of treafon, committeij within' 
his government fiucc the 30th day of 
December laA, and to tranfmit t(iQ. 
fame, together with the names of ;he. 
perfons who were the moft adive iii 
the' com^ffion of Juch oSences, to 
one of his Majefiy's prit>«ipal iccre^ 
taries of ilate, in order that ht^ Mav: 
jefty may iflue a fpecial comrnifibn* 



prefsly accufed certain perfpn? of a for enquiring of,* hearing and deter-! 
trcafonable deiign^ their names, as he. ' -.l- r.^j ./r. -.l. .1. 

pretended, being enrolled for tl>e puf- 
pofe, to feize the cafU^ ^i»4 ^^^^ ^^ 
againft the King's troops. 

This intelligence prodiiced the fpl- 
lowing addre^ f|^n» the Houfe of 
J-ords to the King> on the 15 th of 
December 1768, concurred in by the 
Commons on the 9th of February^ 

*• As we conceive, that nothing 
can be more immediately neccifary, 
either for the maintenance of hisMa- 
jefty's authority in the faid prpvii^ce, 
or from guardipg his Majefty's fy}^ 
jeds therein from beiqg further de- 
luded by the arts of nfjficked and de- 
figning men, than to proceed in the 
moft ^eedy and e^ed^ual manner for 
bringing to condign p.^niHiment t^e 
chief authors and inftigators of the 
j'ate diforders, tp befe^ his Majef- 
ty, that \\e will be graciouily p)^aied 
p difeft h}s IVJajefly's Governof (>( 
Maffachufetts-Bay to take the moft 
eflTe^lual methods for procuring the 
fuUeft i^fofm^tic^n that cai^ be pb- 

• The AflVmbly of South Carolina was 
abour the fame time reinovcf) from Charlef* 
t"wn to Port Royal, a remote^ place unfit to 
accomfnodite them. This method of harraf- 
fingafTem biles into the meafuresof aminlftry, 
fecms borrowed from the' favourite minffterof 
Henry III. who, ^f to work his ends (as Gaf- 
coign tells us) caiifed the Parliament to fit 
in 'uilllbui et remotls ^rtlbut regnl^ where few 
prtople, propter defcSium iofpitii et viSiuaiium, 
could attend, and by (hitting that airembly 
from place to place to enforce (in the auhor^s 
yrord%)Jiios fancos qui remanehunt de commum' 
tate regni^ foncederc rtgi quamvli feffma^* 



mining the faid off^^nces within this: 
realm, purfuant'to the pspvi^bns o£ 
the ftatute ofjhe 55th yfar of the 
reign of KJng Hemy ,the Eighth^ 
if his Majefty ihall, upon iiecetving; 
the faid information, fee fufficient 
ground for fuch a proceeding," ♦ 

His Majefiy*s, anfiwir 'was : . ;; 
, 'f I ihall not &il to give thofe or- 
ders which you recommend, as .ther 
moft effectual method of bringing thcC 
authors of the late unhappy diforders: 
in that proyinpe to qondign pu^Uh^ 
n^ent." /: ' ; 

^ut Qovcrnor Bernard thus armed 
with all the powers of government^ 
was unable to iiibftantiate his acca- 
fation againft a fingle peribn. ThQ 
pyrpofes for which the accufation wa» 
deyife<| were fully jmfwered. htt 
odium had be^n fix^d upon thepeo^ 
pie, a military force had been lent» 
^l)ich projnif^d to create the very re- 
bellion \t had falfely declared to ex- 
ift, for the purpofe of procuring thaf 
force. 

The manner in which h^ proceed^ 
ed in his endeavours "to ftir up rc-r 
^ftance and creati? diforders, is thus 
dpfcribed in the nai:rative of the town, 
and which he ha$ nevef be^n able to 
Cpntradid; 

.* pov^npf Qernaixl, without con- 
fu|ting tlie council, having given up 
(he ftate houfe to the troops at their 
landing, they took pofTeflion of the 
(;hambers where the reprefentatives 
of the province and the court of law 
]ield their meetings; and (except tjic 

M m 2 cooncil 
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conned dumber) of all other parts of 
that hoiife ; in which they continued 
a Kfm&dtrMc time, to the great an* 
noyance of thofe courts while they 
fit, mi cf the merchants and gen* 
thoKn of the town, who had always ' 
made the lower floor of it their ex- 
chnjg^. They had a right fo to do, 
at thie property of h wa^in the town ; 
bit they were de|Hived of that right 
ky mere power.— The faid Governor 
faea after, by e^rary Uratagem and 
method, bat a forcible entry, endea- 
wmred to get poffeffibo of the menu- 
fiifitoiy hoiue, to make a barrack of 
• i^ 4nr the troops ; and for that pnr- 
fob caoifed it to be befieged by the 
troops, and the people in it to be 
^fed very cnselly; which extrapr- 
diBary proceedings created nniverfal 
vneaiiaefi, arifing frcmi the appre- 
iMufioa that the troops, under the 
aoflueBce of iuch a man, wodd be 
employed to effed the moft dange* 
roos purpofes; but failing of that. 
Other hcmfis were procured, in which, 
contrary to ad of Parliament, he 
eanfid the iroops to be quartered • 
After their quarters were thns fettled, 
the mam guard was poded at one of 
the faid houfes, direaly oppoiite to, 
and not twelve yards from die ftate- 
koofe, (where the general court and 
aU the law cou|ts for the. county 
were held) with two field pieces 

Jointed to the ftate-houfe. This 
toation of the main guard and field 
pieces feemed to indicate an attack 
upon the conftitution, and a defiance 
of law ; and to be intended to af&ont 
the legiilative and executive autho-^ 
fky of the province.' 

TThe general cofJ^^ ^t the firft fef- 
fs<.x* ;•. *: ^Le arrival of the troops, 
viewed it in this light, and applied 
to Governor Bernard to remove fuch 
an offence, but to' no purpofc, Dif- 
guftcd at fuch an indignity, and at 
the appeannnce of being under du- 
xefiTe, they refufed to do bufinefs in 



fuch a iitnatioft, and were remoyc4 
to another place, to the great in- 
convenience of the members. 

Befides this, the ehallenging the 
inhabitaiE^ts by c^tinels polled in al} 
parts of the town, occafiotied many 
quarrels and great uneafiaefs. It 
was fully proved againft Captain 
Willbn of the 5§tk Regiment, that 
he was exciting the Negroes of the 
town to take away their pnafter's live) 
and property, ^nd repair to the army 
for proted^ion. Te thefc were ad- 
ded various outrages, ftich as the fol- 
diers attacking and ^nfulting the 
maeiilrates of the town, ^efcuing 
their fellows from the peace officers^, 
firing loaded muikets in the ftreets tq 
the great aUrm and danger of the 
peaceable inhabt^nts, and wounding 
perfons frequently and wantonly witi( 
(heir bayonets arid cudafTes; 

Thefe infahs and outrages did not, 
however, produce the iniurredioi| 
that was wi(hed ; but an humble per 
tttion froni the reprefentatives of the 
people to his Majefty againd the au- 
thor of ^11 thofe evils Governor Ber- 
nard. ^ ^ ^ 

This petition was voted the 27th 
of June 1769. The Governor pro- 
rogued the adefflbly to Jahtoary i#th^ 
1770, and came' oyer to England. 
On the 25th of 6ftober, he prefent- 
ed a petition to bring the charges 
againft him to a hearing. Tii the 
mean time orders weJ»e lent to the 
Keutenant. governor, Mr. Hutchin* 
fon> to proogue the aflembly to the 
14th of March^ which was done ac^- 
cordingly. Notwithftanding the agent 
^eprefented the ImpoiE^ihty of the 
^ifembly even knowing that their pe- 
tition w&s to be heard, much leis 
tranfmitting evidence in fupport of 
the allegations it contained, that this 
iippoflibility was created by the very 
perfon accufed, and who, in the face 
of that, called upon them to fupport 
their charge, to^which the agent ad- 
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4ed an hnnjible pra^r, that the hear- 
ing might be defecred til) convenient 
time was given for the meettipg b£ the 
a/Zembly and tranfiniflion of evidence : 
yet the petition was ordered peremp- 
torily to a hearing on the 28th of Fe- 
bruary, when, in default of evidence, 
the feveral charges in it were declared 
^undlefs, vexatiogs and fcapdalou^i 
and that the petitioning could only 
be with a view of keeping up a fpirit 
/t>f clamoar and difcontent in the faid 
province. 

Thus the people had the grjef and 
piortification to £nd^ that whether 
they were the accufers or th^ accufed, 
they were fure of being cenfured and 
^condemned. This man had been in- 
fhnimental in bringing upon them the 
odium of difaffeQion and rebellion ; 
he had (hut the e^r of the Kin^ and 
parliament 2^inil their applications 
for redrefs ofgrievances ; he had Con- 
tributed to the having a military force 
fent to dragoon ^hem; he had^ in 
yiolatioi) of an exprefs aft of parliji- 
ment, quartered tliofe tropps in their 
town, with every circumftance of in- 
jfolence and outrage ; he had fubjedied 
them to the intolerable oppreffion of 
being dragged three thouiand miles, 
m)on mere fufpicion, to ftruggle for 
their liyes and property, without 
friends and without witnetTes, againft 
all the force of minifterial profecution. 
Yet it was conceived that to petition 
againft fuch a man could only flow 
from fadlious motives, and becauije 
his own agency in proroguing the 
^ifembly rendered it impomble they 
fhould e^n know it was required of 
them to fupport their charges againft 
bim, thofe chariges were pronounced 
groundlefs and malicious. With the 
feelings of men they could not but ht 
tenfibyr affefted by thefe proceedinjgs, 
which, to fpeak in the language of 
^he poetj preaching to ftones would 
make them capable. 

To lurighten the colourbg of \hpCe 
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tran&^Bofis, orders were feat ki 1771 
to the Governor^ to refiif^ his aflent 
to any tax bill which ihould tnchldft* 
the <;ommil&oRers of cnftoms^ Theft 

fentlemen, whofepf^etous and incea* 
iary ^eal againft that counti^ had 
raifed t^em to office, were to be di^ 
tinguiihed mo|^ than the ^rft men im 
this country, by an exemption tem 
fharing iri die common burdens of tii» 
community. 

in J 772, the Judges falaries weie 
ordered to be paid out of the extotte4 
revenue, and not by grants ^m<tkt 
reprcfentatives q{ the people, as hud 
been the conftant ufage. Hothinjjp 
could alarm the people more thaA 
this eftabliihment, as it ftruck at onct 
at the very root of the impartial ^x- 
miniftration of juftice. The inhaM*. 
tants of Boilon fay in dieir addrefs «> 
the Governor, that '* as the jndget 
hold their places fyring fle»furi, tUs 
eftablilhment was big with the moft 
fatal evils/* 

IBoth Governor Beniard and Go- 
vernor Hutchinfon had repeatedly re*, 
prefented the difcontent and oppofi* 
tion, as arifing from a factious Urn 
in Bodon; and that die province il| 
general were averfe to their meafares^ 
^nd fatisfied with their fitaadon. To 
afcertain the general fentiraenis of 
the people, a committee was appoints 
ed at Bolton, tp reprefent their fenfe 
ofgrievances to the reft of the town*' 
ihips, and take their opinion upon 
them. This was accordingly done> 
the ?d of November 1772. The 
reft of the towns concurred moft una* 
nimouily in the fame fenfe of grie» 
vances, and defire of having them re» 
drcffed. 

On the 6th of January 1773, Go* 
vemor Hutchinibn, in his ipeech to 
the two Houfes of Aflembly^ chaL 
kttges them to a controverfy upon the 
fupreme legiilative authonty of par- 
liament. Theaftembly, in their an^ 
^wer, tAl(« up d^ ijacftj^n aa a point 
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^f »^«iiienc and fpeculadon» refating 
]^s/argumeiits. and coj^tcoverting his 
conclufions. It w;is ^ queiUoh, WAich^ 
of themfelves, thjey had never ven- 
Ciired to agiiatjp, and they entered 
mt0 it now, when publicly prpvoked 
tCfrit, with aypwed rclgftance. — "We 
kavc the hjgheil reftefl," fay tl^ey, 
. •' for that anguft body the Parlja- 
puspxu And d6 not prefume to pre? 
Icribe theexad limits of its authprity. 
¥ety with the deference fhat is due 
to it, we are humbly of opinion, that 
a» all human autho|ricy, in the nar 
tare of it, is and ought to be limited, 
it cannot conilitutionally extend, fot 
the reatbrn; we have above. fuggefled, 
lo rbe levying of taxes in any form 
op his Majeity's fubjeds of this pro- 
vlifece. Thefe ^e great a^d profound 
queilions. It i^ the grief: of this 
MouCe, chat by the ill policy, oif a late 
injudicious adinif^iilration, Amej-ica 
h^ been. driven i{itp the contemy 
plation of them. And we cannot 
Wt ejrprefs our concprn, that y6ur 
Excellency by youf fpeech has fe^ 
d-oced .us to tlie unhappy alternative, 
d^er of appearing by our iilence 16 
lleqaiefce in your Excellency's fcnti- 
ments, or ot thus freely dif^iuHing this 
|K)int." 

The mod charitable conflrudion of 
this conduct in the Governor is, that 
it was prompted by indifcreet zeal ; 
the moil probable conjedure is, that 
it was a fnare l^id for the two Houfes 
to draw them into fuch a denial of 
the fupxeme legiijative authority of 
this country, as might exppfe them 
to its utmofl indignation. Whether 
it arofe from malice or indifcretion, 
mod certainly it was courting the 
<iifcuffion of a quellion which, coni- 
mon ienfe and common honeAy wou)d 
Ilave vviihed to cover with a facred 
and impenetrable veil. But the two 
Houfes, though compelled into the 
difcullion of the right as a fpeculative 
,point» bad no idea of drawing it into 
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quelHonpraaically, For in MaKl| 
following, the Houfe of Rcprefenta- 
tives iranfmitted a letter to the fecre- 
tary of (late, (the Earl of Dart- 
mouth) in which they thus ftate the 
e^efcife of that pbwei:^ which was 
^neilionable 4s to the right and grie- 
yoqs in its operation/ ' ' 
'' i' Your Lordf^ip \s W5II acquaint- 
ed with the feveral ^£ls, by which' thq 
Britifli Parliament havfe ti5ought pro- 
per, within 'a few j^ears p^Ht, to rai/9 
a revenue in "A'mc^ca, without oqr 
conferit. f Jie many arvd weighty 
reafons againft, and dbJeOions to 
thofe adls, are ib well knpwn and uut 
derftood by your' Lordihip,' tl^at we 
fhall not take ofF'your "attention ^c^ 
^e great affairs of tlic n;^tion, by 
jparticularly mentioning them at th^s 
time: we only begl^aVe to fay ihat 
we apprehend thiey tpn4 to injiJe'our 
commerce and (iibvert our liberties^ 
and therefbrfe are unjuft, impolitic; 
and dellrufUv^ of tjie real intereft o£ 
the whole empire,"' * " • 

* The fame temper and moderation 
appears in the letter addreffed by both 
Houfes to the Earl of Dartmouth. 
Province of the Majfachujetts-Bay^ . 
June 29th, 1775. -^ . 

** The re-eftabli(hmenf of fhe union 
and harmony that formerly fubfiftedi 
between Great-Britain and her colo-^ 
nies is earnellly to be wifhed by the 
friends of botli. As your Lordihip 
is one of them, the two Houfes bf the 
Aflembly of this' province beg leave 
tp addrels you. Tl^e original caufts 
6F the interruption of that union and 
harmony may prpbably be found iii 
the letters fent from hence to admii 
nilb-ation, and to other gentlemen of 
influence in parliament, fince the ap- 
pointment of Sir Francis Bernard tq 
the government of this province ; and 
there is great reafon to apprehend' 
that he and his coadjutors originally 

' rc- 

•The Rfght Hon.' the Earl of Dartmontlu 
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coiAm^ilded and laid the plans for the dielr force, and there appeared,, un- 



eftablifhinp the Aiperican revenue^ 
out of which they expe6lcd large fti- 
pends and appointments for them- 
felves, and which, through their in-' 
flrumentality, has been the occafion 
of all the evils that have fince taken 
place* 

'* When we had humbly addreflcd 
his Majelly, and petitioned both 
Houfes of Parliament, reprefenting 
Our grievances, and praying for the 
repeal of the revenue a6ls, the like 
inftruments, and probably the fame, 
Exerted themfelves to prevent thofe 



der the influence of your Lordihip^- a 
difpoHtlon in Parliament to icpcsl 
thofe a£t5> his Excellency Governor 
Hucchinfon, in his fpeech at the. 
opening of the laft feffion of the ge- 
neral court, was pleafed to throw out 
new matter for contention and de- 
bate, and to call on the two Houfes» 
in fUch a preiling manner as amount- 
ed to little (hort of a challenge to 
anfwer him. Into -fuch a dilemaui 
were they brought by the fpeech, 
that they were under a neceffity of 
giving fuch anfweris to it as they did. 



petitions being laid before his Ma- or having their conduft conftrued 
jefty and the Parliament, or to fruf- into an acquiefcence with tjie doc 



tratc the. prayer of them* Of this 
we have juft had ibme new and uncx- 
pefted evidence from original letters 
of Governor Hutchinfon and Lieu- 
tenant-Governor Oliver; in which 
the former particularly and exprefsly, 
by his letter of the loth of Decem- 
ber 1768, endeavoured, in co-opera- 
tion with Governor Bernard, to fruf- 
trate a petition of a num.ber of the 
council for the repealing thofe ads^ 
and to procure his Majcfty's cenfure 
on the petitioners; and the letters 
of the latter, by the difadvantageous 
idea conveyed by them of the two 
Houfes of Aflembly, manifeilly tend- 
ed to create a prejudice againft any 



trines contained in it, which would 
have been rfn implicit acknowledg- 
ment that the province was in a ibte 
of fubjedion differing very little from 
flavery. The anfwers were the e&ft 
of ueceflity, and this neceffity bcca- 
fioned great grief to the two Houfes. 
The people of this province, my 
Lord, are. true and faithful fubje^ 
of his Majefly^ and think themfelves 
happy in their connexion with Great 
Britain. 

** They would rejoice at the refto- 
ration of the harmony and good will 
that once fubfilled between the pa- 
rent ftate and them : but it is in vain 
to expcGt this happinefs dunng the 



petitions coming from a body of fnch continuance of their grievances, and 

while the charter rights, one after 
another, are wrefted from them. A- 
mong thefc rights is the fupporting 
of the officers of the crown by grants 
from the aifembly ; and in an efpe- 
cial manner, the fupportiiig of the 
judges in the fame way, on whofe 
judgment the province is dependent 
in the moil important cafes, of life» 
liberties, and property. If warrants. 
have not yet been, or if they already 
have been iiTued, we earne(Uy beg 
the favour of your Lordihip's inter- 
pofition to fupprcis or recal then^. 



a character; and his letter qf the 
11th of May 1768 in particular, 
mentions the petition of the* Houfe 
of Reprefentativ^s to his Majefty, 
and their letters to divers noble 
Lords, with fuch circumftances as 
had a tendency to defeat the petition, 
and render the letters of no effeft; 

'• It is now manifeft, my Lord, 
what prances and arts have been 
ufed to miflead adminillration> both 
in the &t^ propofal of American re- 
venue a6b, and in the continuance 
of them : but when they had loit 
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Jfymr lArifl^f Jh&M $pBdefceni to a/k 
^hat Aft the nudHs tfrejtoring the bar" 
if»ftjf fi MUcb dejhredf fwe fiouli anfwit 
in d njitwd, thai ive are bumhly ef 
^fftnion, if fbifigs nvere brought to the 
ftmredftate in njtfhieh they flood at the 
^mclufion of the late nuar^ it 'would re- 
Jtore the bapfy harmony 'which at that 
timefubfifttd. 

** Your Lof^fhip's appointment to 
bo prificipat Secretary of State for 
Cbe American department has given 
the colonies the highed fatisfo^on. 
They think it a happy Omen, and 
that it wiM be prododive of Ameri- 
can tranquility, conAftent with their 
rights atBritifti Subjeas. ^ The two 
}£mfes humbly hope for your Lord- 
ftip'a inflnence to bring about <b 
happy an event, and in the mean 
time they can with full confidence re* 
ly on your Lordihip, 'that the machi- 
nations of Sir Francis Bernard, and 
other Icnown ehemies of the peace of 
Great-Britain and her colonies, wiil 
not be fuffered to prevent or delay it. 

M This letter which has been a« 
greed on by both Honfes, i^ in their 
name, and by their order, iigned «nd 
tranfmitted to your LordOiip, by, my 
Lord, your Lordihip's mOfl obedient, 
ftnd vtty humble fervant, 

Tho. Flucker, Secretary." 
(COPY.)^ 

In the mean time the reprefeijtadvts 
of die people have' omitted no oppor- 
tunity of laying their griefs at the foot 
of the throne, ^th the moft humble 
{bppHcations for relief. 

Their petition to the Kine in 1772 
fpeaks thus : — ** The inhabitants of 
this province had long fhared in the 
Irfeffings of good goverhment under 
^ mild admini^ation of your Ma-^ 
jefty and your royal predeceiTors, untjl 
your Britifli Parliament {aw fit to 
pafs divers a6ls for the ejftprefs pur- 
|K)fe of raifing a revenue in America, 
without tlie confent of your fubjeSs 



inhabiting therein^ It w^ AiH that 
filled tb^ mkds of yonr fubjeds of 
this province with difeonletit 1 beii^ 
grieved that yonr Majeft/^ conndft 
SiouM jtdvife to a mfeatoe; which m 
a great degree depinves them of th4? 
i^ight9 and liberties of" htn and natu- 
ral fubjeds granted to them by the 
charter. The Koafe of Repreietlta- 
tives did, in the year 1768, demon* 
ibate to your Maje^y diis grievoos 
infradion of their deareft rights of 
Englishmen. Our hearta aie tpo 
deeply impreiled with loyalty and 
afFedion to yonr Majefty's perfen snd 
family to imagine, that a f^lureof 
the redrefs then prayed for, can be 
imputed to any want of paternal re- . . 
gard in your royal mind for all yoiif 
fubjeds. It becomes irs rather to fup- 
po(e, that the petition and complaint^ 
imfortunately for us^^ did not reach 
the throne.'* 

Th^y repeat the fame fafoje6l of 
complaint in their petition of 1775^ 
in thefe words : " The Parliament 
of Great-Britaki, in which your fub« 
jeds here are not and cannot be re- 
prefented, hath exerciied a pit>wer of 
raifing a revenue within the province, 
to the great grief and diiftrefs of 
your Majefty's people, and, we con- 
ceieve, in repugnance to the royal 
charter. Your petitioners did, at 
the lafl feffion of this' afiembly, 
make their humble fupplication to 
your Majefty, praying the interpo- 
fiflon of your royal clemiency for 
the redrefs of their grievances $ but 
we know not whether onr petidion 
was ever laid before yonr* Majef- 
ty." 

Befides the caufes of uneafinefe and 
irritation already mentioned, fundry 
inilrudions have been fent to the go- 
vernor of this province, fince the 
year 1770, which tended to keep the 
people in continual alarm anddilcon- 
tent. The nature of diefe inftriio- 

tion^ 
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tlons is full explained in the follow- 
ing cxtraa from a letter of the Houfe 
ofReprefentatives, to the Earl of 
Dartmouth. 

*' We cannot refrain from cxpreff- 
Sng our ftrongeft apprehenfions, that 
the inftruftions which have of late been 
given to the governor by the mtni- 
Iby, if perfifted in, will entirely' de- 
ftroy our libertic5^ and fubvert our 
happy conftitution. In purAiancc of 
in&rudions, the garrifon of our prin- 
cipal fortrefs, Caftlc-William, has 
been withdrawn, and a garrifon of 
his Majefty's regular troops, over 
whom thtf govcrnoi* has declared he 
has no controttl, placed in their ftead* 
By this means the governor has no 
longer that command of this for- 
trefs, which he is veiled with by the 
royal charter. Upon this occafion 
we would refer it to your Lordihip's 
confideration, .whether the eflabliih* 
rtent of th6 office, and power of a 
military commander in chief, not 
fubordinate to, but independent of, 
uncontrouled by, and in fome in* 
ftances ftiperfeding the power and 
authorities already granted to the 
governors and captains-general of the 
provinces, with ajurifdiftion extend-* 
ing over the whole continent of 
America, is not I'epugnant to law, 
and to the principles of prudence 
and found policy | and muft not be 
very alarming to all thofe who have 
any regard for the liberties of the 
conftitution either of Great- Britain, 
<»■ of the colonies. 

** By virtue of inftru£tions, the 
honourable his Majelly*s council are 
forbid to meet and tranfad matters 
of a public concern, as a council 
of advice to the governor, unlcfs 
called by the govemol- ; and if they 
fhottld fo meet at any time,, the go- 
vernor is ordered to negative them at 
the next eledion. 

*' Notwithftanding the charter ful-> 
ly authorifes and empowers the gene- 
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ral cottf t to impofe and levy propor- 
tionable and reafonable rates and 
taxes upon the eftates and perfons of 
all and every the proprietors and in- 
habitants of the province, yet the 
Governor has b^en inftraded not to 
give his confent to any law or laws» 
by which the coittmif&oners, or any 
perfbn employed in the King's ier- 
viee, whoie offices have no pecnliar 
relation to this pi'ovince, &all be 
taxed. This we conceive is repug- 
nant to the privilege granted by char- 
ter, which makes the general court 
the only proper judges, who are to 
be exempted friom taxes.— By in-> 
ftrudlion alfo, the Governor is forbid 
to give his confent, upon any pre- 
tence whatever, to any vote or order 
for the payment of any falary or al- 
lowance to any perfon or perfons ap- 
pointed to negotiate the affairs of the 
province in Great Britain* other 
than fnch as fhall be thereunto ap- 
pointed by an aft of the whole legif- 
lature, or by a vote of the Houfe of 
Repreientatives, to which the Gover- 
nor and council refpeftively have 
tiven their concurrence* Of what 
Tvice can fuch an agent be to the 
province, efpecially while matters 
which fo nearly afFed the very funda- 
mentals of the conftitution are in 
difpute. For if he muft receive his 
inftrudions from all the branches of 
the legiftature, as may, and un« 
doubtedly will be iniifted on, can it 
be expeded they will agree in a fet 
of inftrudions in our prefent critical 
fituation ? If it fhodid be faid that 
either branch would have a right to 
inftrud the agent ffeparately, yet it 
may happen, efpepally if the agent 
be equally obliged to purfue his in- 
ftrudions from each branch, that in 
the moft important matters the in- 
ftrudions will be various and contra- 
didory, which muft totally deprive 
as of any benefit from hia agency, in 
all fuch cafes. In ihort, it is de- ' 
N n ^ feating' 
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feaung us of every valuble purpofe^ 
as we conceive^ that might accrue to 
the province by an agent at the court 
. of Great Britain. Moreover, with 
fuch an agent, under the dirediion of 
the three branches, will it not be 
utterly impradicable for the afTembly 
ever to lay before their Sovereign 
their complaints againft the corrupt 
and arbitrary adminiftration of a 
Governor ? Self-defence, my Lord, 
whether it regard individuals or bo- 

I dies of men« is the fird law of na- 
ture. The right of defence includes 
all means reqaifite and proper for 
that defence, and confequently a 
right to appoint and fxipport their 
own defender* It mud therefore ap> 
pear, that the houfe has, more efpe- 
/dally when their deareil rights are at 
£take, a clear and juft right to ap- 
point an agent for themfelves, with- 
out the concurrence of the Gover- 
nor. 

" It muft be apparent to your 
Lordfhip, that while our j-udges hold 
their commiflions during pleafure 
only, if they are to receive their fup- 
port from the crown, independent 
of the free grants of the people, they 
^ill be dependent on the crown both 
for their places and fupport; and we 
ihpuld fubmic to your Lordfliip's 
confideration, whether this be not a 
fituation in which no man could wifh 
to be, who is properly imprelfed 
with a fenfe of human depravity, or 

^ who has a due regard for juflice. In 
fuch a cafe, what deciiions muft the 
people expeft, when tlje difpute lies 
between prerogative and privilege i 

" Wc beg your I^ordfhip's candid 
attention to, the unhappy circum- 
llancesV>f tfee province; and hope the 
reprefentation we have made of our 
grievances will meet with a favoura- 
ble reception. The colonies are far 
from being infenfible "of their happi- 
nefs, in being connejfted with the 
no ther country, and of the mutual 



benefits derived from it ; and fliall st 
all times edeem it our glory to culti- 
vate, as far as our influence may 
extend, the warmeft. fentiments of 
loyalty and affeftion to his Majefty, 
and to promote a happy union and 
harmony between the fubje^ of 
Great Britain aiid thofe of the colo- 
nies. We are greatly aggrieved. 
We think it our indifpen fable duty 
to point out to your Lordfhip our grie- 
vances ; we have frequently done it 
heretofore to adminiftration. Wc 
have failed of fuccefs. Inilead of 
being relieved, our grievances have 
been increafed. Our conftituents . 
are juftly and univerfally alarmed, 
and filled with anxious concern at the 
prefent polltue of affairs." 

It i6 proper to fay a Angle word 
about agency, Mr. De Berdt was 
appointed by the Houfe only, yih 
November 1765 ; he was admitted, 
without the leall quellion, as agent, 
at the Board of Trade, under dif- 
ferent adminiftrations, and Gover- 
nor Bernard gave his afTent to a 
Bill for paying his falary fo late 
as the year 1768. It happened to 
be the duty of the agent foon 
after ' to convey the complaints of 
his co&ftituents to the throne, both 
againft the minifler and the go- 
vernor. In this bufinefs a faithful 
honeft agent was found exceedingly 
troublefome. Such reprefentations 
were therefore made by the gover- 
nor, and fuch inftrudions fcnt by 
the miniftcr, as incapacitated the 
Houfe from paying their agent, un- 
lefs they would have one approved 
of by the very perfbns againft whom 
it might be his duty to aA. This 
meafure needs no comment. It is 
not in human depravity to devife 
an ad of more grofs injuftice, than 
that of debarring men of the means 
of defending themfelves when ac- 
cufed, or of complaining when in-^ 
juredi/ 

With 
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With all thefe repeated djfapr 
|)9iatments and accumulated grie- 
vances rankling in the minds of 
the people, the Houfe of Reprefen- 
tatives received, through the hand's 
of their %ent, fome original let- 
ters written by their Governor and 
lieutenant Governor to perfons of 
influence in England. Thefe let- 
ters contained a moll unfavourable 
jeprefentation of the principles and 
proceedings of the people, and of 
their reprefentatives. They called 
for punifhment upon individuals, 
ai^d reftraints upon the whole by 
an abridgemcpt of their liberties. 
The means of altering the char- 
ter, and of new modelling the con- 
lUtution of the colony, fo as to ren- 
der the crown abfolute, we^e point- 
ed out with a malignant ability. 
Strong injunctions were added of 
the neceifity of finding out fome 
way, "to TAKP OFF the original 
incendiaries," left they fhould " con- 
tinue to inftil their poifon into the 
minds of the people." 

Thefe letters were read with grief, 
aftonifhment, and indignation. The 
people viewed the writers ojf them 
in the moft criminal light. They 
cQniidered theni as the intentional 
anthors of all their p^ft calamities, 
and the enemies of their future 
ppace and happinefs. What aggra- 
vated the' crime was, th^t thefe men 
were their countrymen, had always 
profeiTed the warmeft wifhes fgr the 
welfare qf the province and of the 
people ; and in confequence of thofe 
profeilions, had obtained their high- 
eft confidence and rcfpcdl. This 
charafter was peculiarly competent 
to one of the letter y/riters. He 
was the Strafford of his time. The 
fccret manner in which the letters 
had been conveyed, made the trea- 
chery tenfold more terrible aijd pffen- 

f^ Houfe of Repreftntativcs 
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voted an hoiQble pe^tion to the 
King for the remoyal of thefe gp- 
vernors, ** who had rendered them- 
felves juftly obnoxious to the people, 
and entirely loft their confidence. "-:- 
His Majefty*s council in the p;*©- 
yince refolved, at the fame time, tha( 
it would be for his Majefty's fervice, 
and the peace of the province to re- 
move them. 

This petition was heard before, 
a Committee of tl^e Lords of the 
Pfivy Council, where ai> illiberal 
lawyer was hired and permitt,ed to 
abuie the petitioners and their agen;, 
in the groifeft terms fcurrility could 
invent ; and the Lords reported, 
" That the petition was ground- 
lefs, vexatious and fcandalous, and 
calculated only for the feditious pur- 
pofes of keeping lup a fpitit of cla- 
mour aiid difconjtent in the pro- 
vince. That . nothing had bpei) laid 
before them which did or could, in . 
their opinion, in any manner, or in 
any degree impeach the honour, in- 
tegritjr or conduA of the governor or 
lieutenant governor." 

It is curious to obferve tl>at lyir. 
Hutchinfon, in his hiftpry, h^ de- 
fcribed his own fitjiation in that of 
Governor Dudley, in the year 1705. 
** The people (fays he) in general^ 
looked upon him as an en^my, nevn 
to the privileges of the new char- 
ter. Sir He^ry AJburfi procured an 
original letter, wrote by the gover-; 
nor's fon FauU who was then Attor- 
ney general, to Mr. Floyd ^ and fent 
it to A^rTA» England y in which were 
thefe expreffibns, the governmnt and 
colledge are diffofed of here in chimney 
corners^ and pri'uate meetings y as co»" 
fidently a^s can be — This country ivill 
never be nvorth living in, fir gen^ 
tUmen and laiuyerSt till the charter 
is taken aivay. Copies were '^if- ' 
perfed about the province, and the 
letter was foon after printed." 

N n 2 Sir 
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tM province, and a iqan of high not to pay any new duties or^^, 

g^r =^^"£ ;tt' "• s.^ ;i: sir ^1 

rT ivl'-. 1. 1 confignees had refufed to refiffn th* 

^i ST^i-^^l' l^'T'l'if; **^' *«' '^in'Iows were ffi K * 
titv of tea, fliip^d by the gaft the mdb. Upon this thev annHeJ t2^ 
«?i5 rr^ '^'^ the duty im- hi, Majefty's'^couiS fo/p^iafon^ 
poIM by Parliament to be paid in who camp tA ^k* t.ii ' r^"^*^"'""? 
America; arri^d at Bofton^ All "p!;;, Se^^X "^^^^ 

'^^ In council Nov. ?;, ,773, the 
petition of Richard Clark, 'Efq 5 
and others (to whom the Eall Indi^ 
company have configned a quantity 
of their tea) being referred to this 
day, the fame was taken, up; and 
after long debates, Mr. Canfortk 
Mr. Bowdoin, Mr. Pexter, and Mr.^ 
wmthrop, wfcre ^pipointed a com- 



the colonies to whjch the tea under 
the f^tae circumilanccs was deftincd, 
had publicly refolved that it ftou}d 
not ht admitted. The directors of 
the Eift India company had been 
forewarned of its fate, and an 0% 
madfc befbre it was Ihipped to pay 
the duty here. But the tea was 
defined to produce the commotions 



itOcCafionedVand the olFer *a, re- ^.tt^e tL^n; whTSrted IS 
je^d. The people met in Bofton, the report ifte'r d6^."^^ferl^ 



>nd infilled on the tea^being fent 
back. The governor refufed to pet- 
.mit the fhip to return, upon which 
fome berfohs in difguife deftroycd 
it in the niglft. It is manifcff that 
the gbvemor intended to urge them 
to this extremity, or elfe he would 
have a^ed, as General Haldimand 
Writes he expe^ed Governor Tryori 



for further confideration to Monday 
nfext, at ten o'clock, A.M. ' 

y Monday, Nov. 29, 177^^ The 
laid report was agAin confidered, and 
after fome amendment Unanimouily 
agreed to. It is ^i follows : 

"Previous to the confideratioh 
of the petition before the Board, 

would .d.. "^ p^vent-dlng^/o^; ScSi^rS ftl^a ^^g" "S 

exu-em.tl«, rather chufe to permit ntuarion of^hi„gaXween clat 

land" Th'^^''^""'''''*°?"«: ?""'" ^^'^ the^colonierhas S 

i^^Ud^^^fTndTe ^S-'r fei/- ff o-7StJ 

^w" ^^;;^™'"^"?" °f "--J' '"g a»d remonftrating agaTnA T 

?t^l s f u i^-'^^l governors apprehendingthey havf coSftitation' 

{fays he) of other provinces, ^ will ally an exclufivi^ nght TSw 

undoubtedV make your Lordfhip themfelves. and thL^ without Tcf 

acquainted with the oppofmonw- a right their condition would S 

tenceu, and made m their refpec- but little better than flavery'. Po/^ 

ive governrnenta a^mnft the land- fefled of thefe fentiment,, even, „^ 

iDg the ^ea| the wiolp proceeding meafure of Parliament, tending Vd 

eftaSliO^ 
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f^ftablifh and confirm a tax on them» operation with refpeft to the defray, 
^renews and increafes their diitrefs ; ing the charge of the adminiftra- 
and it is particularly increafed by the tion of jtifticc, which would not only 
a£t lately made, etnpowering the be a further dinoiinution of thole 
Eaft India company to fbip their tea nghts, but tend in all conftitutional 
to America. queflions, and in many other cafei 
*' This aft in a commercial view of importance, to bias the judges 
jthey think introHjiftive of mono- againft the fubjed. They humbly 
polies, knd tending to bring on rely on the juttice and goodneift of 
^ ^hem the extcnfive evils thence arif- his Majefty for. tl^e reftitution and 
ing: but their greaf objeftion to prefer vation of thofe rights, 
it is from its being manifellly in- !• This Ihort ftate of fafts the 
jpended (though that intention is not Board thought neceifary to be given, 
exprefled therein) more effcftually to Ihew the caufe of the prefent great 
to fecure the payment of the duty uneafinefs, which, is not confin^ tt^ 
on tea, laid by an aft pafTed in the this neighbourhood, but is general 
yth year of his prpfent Majefty, in- and extei)five. The people think 
tftled, ' An aft for granting certain their excluftve right of taxing them- 
duties in the Britilh Colonies and felves by their reprefentatives in-i 
Plantations in America;' which aft fringed and violated by the aft above- 
in its operation deprives the colo« mentioned ; that the new aft, em- 
iiifts of the right above-mentioned powering the Eaft India company 
(the exclufive riglit of taxing them- io import their tea into America, 
felves) which they hold to be fo confirms that violation, and is a 
j^flential an one, that it cannot be new effort, not only more efieftu- 
Jaken away, or given up, withoqt ally to fecure the payment of the 
their being degraded, or degra:ding tea duty, but lay a foundation for 
themfelves below the charafter of the enhancing it; and in a like 
men. It not only deprives them way, if this Siould fucceed, to lay 
of that right, but enafts that the other taxes on America; that it isf 
monies arifing from the duties grant- in its attendants and confequences 
ed by it may be applied '^ as his ruinous to the liberties and proper- 
Majefty or his fucceflTors fhall think ties of themfelves, and their pofte- 
proper or neceffary, for defraying rity; that as their numerous peti- 
the charjges of the adminiftration tions for relief have been rej'efted. 
of juftiice, and the fupport of the the faid new aft demonftrates axi 
civil governmen f^ within all or any unwillingnefs in miniftnr that par- 
of the faid colonies and planta- lian^ent ftiould grant them relief^ 
tions.** that this is the fource of their dil^ 
*' " This claufe of the aft has al- trefs that borders on defpair; and 
ready operated' in ibme of the colo- that they know not where to apply 
hies, and in this colony in particular, for relief. 

With regard to the fupport of civil " Thefe being the fentiments of 
government, and thereby has ope- the people, it is become^ the indif- 
tated in diminution of its charter penfable duty of the Board to men- 
rights, to thegreat grief of the good tion them, that the occasion of thq 
beople of it, who have been, and late demands on Mr. Clark and 
ttill are, greatly alarmed by repeated others (the agents for the £aft Indi^ 
teports» mat it is to have a further company) and of the confequent difr 

turbanccj. 



Digitized by 



Google 



A7« 



PRIOR DO 



tarbances, might appear: and we 
mention them, not to juftify thofe 
diilurbaaces, the authors of which 
we have advifed fhould be profecuf^ed, 
but to^ve a jull idea of th^ rife of 
t}iem. 

•* Qn this Occj^fioB, juiHce impels 
OS to declare, that the people of this 
twyn and province, though they have 
a high fenfe of liberty, derived from 
the manners, the example and con- 
JUttttion of the mother country, have, f 
till the late parliamentary taxations 
of the colonies, been as free from 
diflusbance^ §^ any people what- 
ever* 

" This ijsprefentation the board 
thought neceffary to be made prior to 
their taking notice of the petition pf 
the agents above-mentioned ; to the 
CQnfideration of which they now pro- 
ceed. 

" Thp petitioners 'beg leave to 
Tcfign themfelves, and the property 
committed to their care, to his Ex- 
cellency and the board, as guardians 
and proteftors -of the people, pray- 
ing that meafures may be direfled to 
for the landing and fecuring the tea, 
&;c.' With regard to the perfonal 
proteftion of the petitioners, the 
board have not been informed, that 
they have applied for it to any of 
the juftices of the peace ; within whofe 
department it is to take cognizance 
of the cafe of the petitioners, and of 
all other breaches of the peace ; they 
being veiled by law with all the au- 
tiority neceffary for the proteftion of 
his Majefiy's fubjeiSts. In the prin- 
cipal inilance of abufe,* of which 
ihey complain, the board have alrea- 
dy advifed, that the, authors fhould 
fee profecuted according to law ; and 
they do advife the fame in the 
other in fiances mentioned in their pe- 
tition. 

" With regard to the tea commit- 
ted, to the care of the petitioners, the 
7 • Som^ Qf. their v/iiidcr^s were broken. 
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board have no authority to take eithdr. 
that or any other merchandize put qf 
their^care ; and (hould they do it, 
or give a^y order or advice concern- 
ing it, and a lofs enfue, they appre- 
hend they fhould make themfelves re- 
fponfible for it. With refpedl to the 
prayer of the petition, " that mea- 
fures jnay be airedled to for landing 
and fecuring the tea," the board 
• would obferv^ oii it, that the duty qn 
the tea becomes payable, and mufl be 
paid, or fecured to be paid, on its 
being landed. And fhould they di- 
re£l or adyife to any meafure for 
landii^g it, they would of courfe adr 
vife to a meafure for procuring the 
payment of the duty, and therefore 
be advifmg to a meafLre inconfiftent 
with the declared fentiment of both 
Houfes in the lall winter feffion of 
the general court, which they appre- 
hend to be altogether inexpedient and 
improper. 

*' The board, however, Qn this oc- 
cafion afliire you^ Excellency, that as 
they have {^txi^ with regret^ fbnao 
late diilurbances, and have advifed to 
the profecu ting the authors of them, 
fo they will, in all legal methods, 
endeavour, to the uf moil of their pow- 
er, tO'f)r^vent them in future. 

*• Whereupon advifed. That his 
Excellency r^new his orders to his 
Majefly's juftices of the peace, fherifFs, 
and other peace officers, to exert 
themfelves to the utmoft for the fe- 
curity of his Majefty's fubjedls, the 
prefervation of peace and good order, 
and for preventing all offences agaxnft 
the lav/.*' 

On tTie 1 8th of February 1774* 
the whole Houfe of Reprefentatives 
waited on the governor with a feconci 
petition, for the removal cf the chief 
juftice, who had rendered himfelf in- 
capable, by accepting a falary from 
the crown, at whofe will he alfo held 
his place. They fty, *' Your Ex- 
cellency will pleafe to confider that 
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this Houfe is well acquainted with 
the general fenfe of their conilituents 
in this matter ; and we can n6w af- 
fure you, that the continuance of 
the chief juftice in his place, will 
increafe the uneafinefs of the people 
without doors, and endanger the pub- 
lic tranquility. We therefore ear- 
neftly intreac your Excellency, that 
while we are in this in fiance em- 
ploying the powers with which we, 
are entruiled in promoting the tran- 
quillity and good order of govern- 
ment, ' we may,* agreeably to your 
declaration in your fpeech to both 
Houfes, ' find that you are ready to 
give your con fen t to a requeft of 
the Houfe intended for that and other 
great and important purpofes:' and 
that your Excellency will immedi- 
ately take every flap for the removal 
, of the chief juftice from the fuperior 
court," 

The governor returned them a po 
fitive denial, accompanied with a cu- 
rious piece of equivocation. The 
Houfe had prayed that he would take 
the advice of his Majefty's council 
upon their petition, conformable to 
the charter.— To which he anfwers. 
That though he was by charter to 
a£t with the advice and afliftance of 
his council, yet the fiimmoning of 
the council was in his difcreiion. Thus 
was the protedive provifion of the 
charter effeclually evaded. 

This is a full and fair Hate of the 
Jjroccedings in and refpedting the 
province of the MafTachufetts-Bay, 
from the year 1762 to 1774. 

The candid reader will judge what 
caufes of difcontent have been given 
them, and whether they have opera- 
ted beyond their natural bounds. If 
they have been particularly unquiet, 
tl^ey have alfo been particularly irri- 
tated and injured. Imagining our- 
{elves in their iituation, will> I be- 
lieve, prevent us from fcverely cen- 
furing their conduct. 



ifi 



It is manifeft that they have con- 
ftantly cxprefled their complaints ifi 
petitions conceived in the mod mea- 
fured language of fubordination and 
refpeft. That they have repeatedly 
acknowledged the fupreme legiflativc 
authority of parliament. ' That the 
only inftance in which' they feem to 
have queflioncd it, was in a mere fpe- 
culative difpute, purpofely provoked 
by thte governor. That the conftant 
fiibjedt of their complaints has been 
the having their money taken from 
them without their confent ; the fub- 
ftituting a dependent judge, bribed 
by being paid out of the forfeitures, 
to determine in all caufes of revenue, 
by th(f rules of the civil law, and 
without a jury ; and the violation of 
their fecurity in the due adminiftra*- 
tion of government and of juftice, by 
rendering the governor and judges 
totally dependent on the crown. That 
their wifh has been to return to the 
• ftate in which they were before the 
pafling thefe laws and fending thefe 
inftrudions, and not to become inde- 
pendent of Great-Britain. This ap- 
pears not only from their repeated 
and authentic declarations, but from 
Governor Hutchinfon's letters. ' The 
enemies of government (fo is he 
pleafed to ftile the Council, the Houft 
of Reprefentatives, and the people) 
gave out, that their friends in parlia- 
ment were increafing, and all things 
would be foon on the old footing ; iii 
other words, that all a6ls impofing 
duties would be repealed, the com- 
miflioners board diftblved, the cuftoms 
put on their old footing, and illicit 
trade be carried on with little or no 
hazard.* The malignity of this rc- 
fleftion upon the people, will plainly 
appear from the following declara- 
tion of Governor Bernard, whofe tel- 
timony in their favour will hardly be 
queftioned. ' I do not pretend, fays 
he, that this province is entirely free 
from the bxtach of thofe laws (of 
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^rade,) but 6nly that fuch breach, if are, the Governors Bernard zxii 

^(coveredih/ureljfumjX^ed.* What Hutchinfon : the former of whom 

wore can be faid of the beft country has long laboured under an accufa- 

bpon earth ? Yet Governor liutchin- tion upon oath of grofs corruption 

fon does not fcruple to charge them in his office ; the latte;- has been de- 

with having been all fmugglcrs^ and tedled in the bafeft plot againift their 

to throw an odium upon their ftrug- liberties; and both are at open en- 

gling for their rights by the impu- mity with the people, having been 

tation of their fple objeft being to petitioned againft by their reprefen- 

renew that illicit trade with impu* tatives, as unJverfally odious. How 

nity. far the reprefen tatives of men fo 

It muft alfo appear from their pro- circumilanced can be prefumed fair 

ceedingSi that tl^eir great crime has and impartial, or deferve credit, % 

been their condancy in petitioning muH be left to the candid to deter- 

for redrefs of grievances ; which ha? mine. 

been attempted^ to be rcpreffed, even ^ We have feen their petitions either 

by the mpft unjuftiiiable means of intercepted, or treated with a con- 

refufing them an agent to vindicate temptuous filence, or anfwered with 



them when mifreprefented, aM fup 
port their complaints. While this 
common right of judice is denied 
them, perfons are notoriouily hired 
here to load them in the puolie pa- 
pers with every foecies pf 6pprobri- 
nm, falfliood, and abufe. There are 
two things which deferve the mofl 
particular attention : i &, That when 



the feverell cenfures. Seven years 
fupplication has brought no relief. 
And now^ to fill up the mcafarc of 
their misfortunes, their port is ftopt 
up, their charter is to l^ fubverted, 
and a lawlefs army let loofe upon 
them. They have been tried, con- 
demned and punifhed, unheard and 
unapprized of the whole proceeding. 



ever affidavits were taken on the part They are left to weep over their ap- 
of the people, they were taken in prehenfions, realized m the utter fub- 
public, with fummonfes to all perfons verfion of their liberties. This ac- 



concerned to attend, and crofs ex 
amine the witneiTes : on the contrary, 
thofe which were obtained by the go- 
vernor aijid commiffioners, accufing 
the people, were made in fecret, the 
perfons accufed unapprized and to- 
tally ignorant of the proceeding, they 
were tranfmitted in fecret, and the 
injured perfons by mere accidents, 
and after thty had operated to their 



cumulation of calamities is heaped 
upon them, becaufe high and Urong 
refentments, as they naturally mufti 
have followed fevere and reiterated 
injuries : becaufe difcontent has arifen 
from disappointed and defpifed com- 
plaints; and violence from infulced 
difcontent. 

Whoever will take the trouble of 
reading, in the hiftory of this moft 



hurt, had an opportunity of feeing meritorious and unhappy people, the 



and refutinc; them. The inllances 
on both fides will be found in the 
affidavits taken on the feizure of the 
floop Liberty, and the riot, and in 
tAr, Oliver's affidavit, and the nar 
rative of the town, refpecling the 
maiTacre on the 5th of March. 2d. 
'That the chief and almoft only con- 
tinual witiieil'es againfl the people^ 



unpaTalelled hardfhips with which 
they purchafed thofe liberties we have 
now torn from them ; and view the de- 
plorable, the defperate fituation, to 
which they are now reduced — how- 
ever obd urate j however prejudiced he 
may be, he muft think, at leafl, 
one human tear may ^drof^ and he for- 
given* 
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